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Notices qf Time's Telescope far 1824. 

* Time's Teleicope it really so meritorious a work, that we cannot 
refuse it the meed of a willing giffc,-»-unf(Qlgned praise. Like its ten 
predecessorsy this eleventh annual volume is an entertaininf and 
well-selected miscellany from the good -tiiitigs of past literature, to- 
gether with original productions of congenial character/'^Xttsritry 
Gazette, Nov. 22, 1823. 

* This work displays the same pleasing variety as was exhibited 
in the former volumes. It is one of those delightful books which is 
always welcome to us.' — Literary CkrarUcUf Nov, 29, 1823. 

' In addition to the articles of information and amusement which 
the former volumes of this useful work contain^ we are presented 
with a very elaborate essay on the <' Outlines of Historical and 
Physical Geography." It appears to be accurate in its facts and 
reasoning, and is' written in a pleasing style. Altogether, Time's 
Telescope is a work which deservies the highest patronage ; and that 
it has received sudi patronage, is evident from the fact, that the 
present volume ikiimte lequal/if not iupe^or to its predecessors.' — 
Literarif Museum, Nov. 29, 1933, 

' This useful and agreeable little work, which is at once an annmal 
and a perennial in the garden of periodical literatttre, has now 
reached the eleventh year of its revival, and yet still appears under 
a new aspect. It is << another yet the salne" — '* an old friend with 
anew face"— and yet the better, instead of the worse on that ac- 
count.'— ^ewilfbnl^ jif a^asine^ Jon. 1, 1824. 

* We have more tftan once noticed the former volumes of this 
ve^ agreeable miieiftllkny^'andWe must do'the ingenious Editor the 
justice to repeat, that his eleventh iK>ltfifie is by no ineans inferior in 
point of merit or variety to its predecessors. The work is, indeed, 
kept up with great spirit, and no jpaias have been spared to render 
it as useful as it is entertaining.'— £olM<io|2e«t(ei9, /on. 1| 1824. 

' This volume, like its ten elder brethren, cannot fail of proving 
a very acceptable annual present. The £ditor deserves commenda- 
tion for considerable tact in selecting what-is notonly entertaining at 
the moment, but useful in affording solid information — ^and, vrkek is 
highly praiseworthy, likely to lead the mind from Nature uprto 
Nature's GodJ-^GentlemanU Magaxme, Decemher 1823* 

* The number of Time's Telescope for the ensuing year is -quite, 
equal to its predecessors : there is no .work of the kind with which 
we are acquainted, that contains such a variety of apposite and in- 
teresting matter: it is a work at once remarkable for ingenuity and 
industry.'— Times, Nov, 22, 1823. 

* We have giveti the title-page of this work almost at full length, 
in order that thoseof '6nr refers who were not induced by our ac- 
count of the two preceding volumes (for IS22 iind 1823) to form a 
personal acquaintaaege with it^ may at'once perceire its nature ; and 
Buy be prepared<by a bill of fare so very inviting to the mental ap- 
petite, fbr that feast of varied mfbrmation and entevtainment which 
it provides. The mpmn^mii^ Ire can assure them,' d«fer justice to* ttie 
pm of this very intsrestingfpisblicatien f and conthiues to be- highly 
creditable to the ^gant taste and Itteraary diligence of the respect- 
able compiler. Wie cordially r^ew our former recommettdations of 
it, especially to young persons of education and intelligence.' — 
Wet^am^Methodist Magazine, January 1824. 
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Notices of Timers Telescope Jor 1823. 

* If the times are not better, still it must be owned that their Tele- 
scope is improTing annually. Indeed, we think this little work de- 
serves peculiar credit for its constant variety, whilst still preserving 
the original plan On which it started.'— ATeiv M&ntM^ Magaa:ine, 
December 1823. 

' We have now had the gratification of approving the design and 
execution of this useful annual work for ten succeeding years ^ and 
can safely assert that the present volume is inferior to none of its 
predecessors. No v'elty has been so studiously considered, that each 
volume is almost entirely a new work. The poetical selections are 
numerous and judiciously introduced.' — Genileman^s Magazine, 
December 1822. 

' We are acquainted with no annual work which has united so 
many suffrages in its favour as Time's Telescope; The present 
publication does not derogate from the character of its predecessors/ 
but is indeed an agreeable and instructive miscellany.'— Ziterary 
Gazette, December 7, 1822. ^i* 

' This ingenious work is really worthy of public attention.'— JoTSh 
BuU, December Slf7, 1822. ^ 

* This publication will convey, to young persons of inteUigenoe 
and education, much entertaining and useful informaition, without 
that corrupting admixture of unsound principles, or improp^ allu- 
sions, by which so large a portion of the current literature of our times 
is unhappily deb^sed.^^Wesleyan Methodist Magazine, Jan. 1823* 

* This is au entertaining and instructive annual work.'— Cottrier, 
December fU, 1822. 

* We have often had occasion to notice the periodical appearance 
of this useful work: in the variety and amusing quality of its con- 
tents, we know few works which can bear a comparison with Time's 
Telescope. We notice, with particular commendation, the poetical 
taste of the Editor, who has selected from the fugitive verses of the 
day many very beautiful and interesting specimens. The scientific 
department is got up with the same fidelity and cleverness which dis- 
tinguished the -former numbers of Time's Telescope.' — Monthly 
Magazine, Jan, 182S. 

* This is a very amusing book, and full of information on a variety 
of common-place topics, which people have in their mouths every 
day, and yet contrive to be profoundly ignorant of to the latest hour 
of their existence. History, antiquities, obsolete. rites, biography, 
and a naturalist's diary, are only Uie prominent features of the work^ 
which is as varied as it is amusing.' — Museum, June 7, 1823. 

* The sustained excellence and improving repntation of this agree- 
able and highly useful series, afford. a gratifying illustration of the 
extent, depth, and richness, of the resources of English literature ; 
and of the sure reward which attends the exercise of industry and 
judgment in exploring them. The present volume fully supports the 
character of its predecessors ; and saying this, we are not aware 
that we could give it a higher prai8e.'-^<$^t. James's Chr^mcU, Decern' 
ierl0,1822. 
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Notices qf Time's Telescope fw 1829. 

'Of all the annual pubUcalionB of the present day, numeroiis as 
they are, there is not one that we long so much to see as Time's 
Teleseope; for there is none, from which, in times past, we have 
derived greater pleasure and profit. Its reputation is now so fully 
established, that it stands in no need of auy recommendation from 
us, or it shouid certainly have it. Vfe scarcely know a work in 
which the utHe and the dvlce are more happily blended.'— Aieiv £tMNi- 
^eliad Magazine, December 1822. 

'This is a well-conducted annual work.'— JlfomiiM Pott, Decern- 
her 19, 1822. 

' Br. Herschel, with his gigantic telescope of forty feet, could only 
examine the heavens, and trace the planetary orbs in their course ; 
the author of Time's Telescope does much more, for be not only 
searches the starry heavens with microscopic ken, but spreads the 
whole earth before us, and penetrates to ' the waters under the earth.' 
Indeed, he unfolds the whole book of nature, and revels in its choicest 
piudnctions. Time's Telescope has now attained a standing of ten 
years, during which time it has progressively increased in merit and 
repxitation, presenting the same interesting variety, the same novelty, 
and the same good taste which first distinguished it. In short, it is a 
book #hich no person who wishes for amusement or information on 
a variety of subjects should be without.' — Literary Chronicle^ Decern^ 
»er 7, 1 322. 

' This is an entertaining and instructive annual work.' — SeU*s 
Weekhf Meseenger, December 29, 1823. 

' Time's Telescope has certainly been furnished this year with an 
additional number of lenses, bright, clear, and achromatic ; so that 
we are enabled to view, with distinctness and pleasure, the various 
objects that are set before us. Of the natural picturei here held up 
to view we can scarcely speak in too warm terms of commendation. 
The Introduction on the habits, economy, and uses of British Insects, 
is original and amusing ; and the description of Astronomical In- 
struments is concise and clear. With the Ode to Time, by Mr. Bar- 
ton, we have been greatly pleased, and indeed the whole volume is 
one which we can cordially recommend. The Editor is entitled to the 
highest praise for his laborious collections in poetry, biography, and 
the fi&cts of natural history ^ the last is, at all times, a pleasing and 
delightful study, and which cannot be too much pressed upon tbe 
attention of youth. In a word, this is the best volume of Time's 
Telescope which has yet appeared.' — London Journal o/Arti, Jhcem- 
ierl822. 

' We have repeatedly recommended this work to our readers, wbp 
have a taste for scientific studies. The present volume contains a 
vast variety of interesting matter.' — Supplement to Evangelical Ma^ 
ycriiie /or 1822. 

'For the tenth time we meet this truly interesting compilation, 
which seems to improve with every recurring year, and jnay foe 
justly said to afford a high intellectual treat tQ all wHo possess a 
love for literature and science. We know not a volume, indee<}, 
even in the present productive state of the Periodical Press^ whiclria 

a 
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Notices qf 'jnme^s Teteteoptfer 1823. 

'" ' ' ■!■■ ■ I I II. I n il — — ^^— w-g-> . . 1 , .. t . ,J .i> ■ 

SO well calculated as M^, to excite in tl^e yputhful and iag^n^uous 
mind a Tiv^id alid durable iospresaion of the value of t^m^, and of the 
beauty, aabliknity^ and utility of the mighty worlds of God. It is 
evidently the production of a manof great ingenuity and research ; 
for he has contrived, notwithstanding an apparent necessi^^y for re- 
petition in some of the details, to give to each succeeding vo.lupie» 
andthtou^h every department of its contents, the chaarm of vmoty, 
and the impress of novelty ; a result which be has been enabled to 
Qbt«|ia through a very happ^ use of the almost inexha.u8tible tr^ea- 
sures which are to be found in the mines of Philosophy and Natural 
History, in the delightful stores of Biography and Literary Anecdote, 
and in the curious minutuB of Manners, Customs, and Superstitions. 
With these he has mingled copious and judiciously selected illnttra- 
tioiis from our best poets, living aa well as dead ; a feature in the 
work which stamps it with a lively and endearing interest^ and which 
.appears, indeed, in the volume before us, with singular attractions 
for our Suffolk readers, as it includes some highly finished effusions 
from the moral pen of one who resides amongst them (Mr. B. B«f- 
ton), and who, whether regarded as a poet or a man, may be correctly 
said to reflect honour, not only on the sect to which he more p^u- 
liarly belongs, but on the country which has given him birth. '-«— 
Suffolk Chronicley December 14, 1822. 

' This work blends instruction with amusement, and presents a 
OoaM>ilation of topics extremely well adapted to excite its younger 
readers to further research, and to create in them a desire of sci en* 
tific and useful knowledge : it will amply repay a careful per^jiaal,''— 
Monthly Censor, March 1828. 

< The season which brings to us almanacks, souvenirs^ diaries, and 
all the other thousand red and blue-vested remembrancers of Time, 
is again come round, and has duly brought to us one amongat those 
remembrancers, which we value *ar beyond its fellows, because it is 
of a more intellectual nature— we mean Time's Telescope. This 
work, which has now reached a tenth volume, does not, like many 
works which have been long continued, exhibit any signs of decay. 
On the contrary, it is carefully edited, and has received some im- 
pi:;ovements. In such a volume as this, where the same ground mnst 
be yearly travelled over again, it is no small meyitto have ftvoldod 
a wearisome sameness, and to have introduced so much of novelty. 
The selections, whether of prose or of poetry, are made with judg- 
ment, and combine utility with amusement.' — SuppletMwt to JbrUu^g 
Pocket Magazine, December 1822. 

I I I .... — I t^ ^ i Hi I 

Notices of Time's Telescope for 1822. 

* To look back with advantage, and forward with pleasure, is the 
sum and substance of human happiness! Fortunate is he who can 
do so j and still more fortunate is he who has this littfe work to assist 
him in his ' retrospect and prospect, thereby giving an additional 
value to the time present. Whatever his pursuit, however multifari- 
ous his resear<ihes, he cannot fail of finding here both infcMrmation 
a^id arauseihent, united to a degree of novelty and variety by no 
means to be expected in an annual publication of this kind* III thii 
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NMiM if Jime'i Teis$e&pe for 1892. 

selection, good tl»te is eTident ; recapitulation b48 been avoided ap 
for aiB possible, without omitting necessary information ; whilst the 
author, without seeming to infringe in the slightest degrefe upon itt 
contemporary utility, has with ingenious propriety rendered it sp^ 
cifl0|Lny adapted to its place in the regular series of which it forint 
the ninth volume.' — New Jifowtldy Miagaxine, Jan* \9^ 

* With the return of this period of the year, we have to nottee th« 
recurring vplume of Time's Telescope for the year 1^22 ; for the 
character of which it might be sufficient to refer to our remarks^on 
the previous volumes. We find the same industry and ingenuity 
displayed in the selection of anecdotes and facts appropriate to par- 
ticular days, and the same good taste in the choice of th6 poetical 
pieces, thickly interspersed through the pages. It is unnecessary ta 
say^more of a work which has now passed several times under oar 
notice, and whose merits are so fully substantiated as to leave thi 
critic no further duty to perform.'— ilfonfUy MagazinCy Jan. 1822. 

< We should ha,ve caHed this work Ttme's Kaleido9oape instead of 
Tithe's Telescope, iot at erery turn of a page it presents t)ie reader 
with a new and agreeable combination of form, colour, and material* 
But, while it resCToibles, it also surpassed that curious instrument^ in* 
astmich as its express object and tendency is to blend instruction 
with amusemeift, wbA to miake the one as attractive as the other. We 
observe that ^e pages of this useful miscellany are diligently en- 
ncheA from the leading publications of the times, whieh are referred 
to in a manner honourable to the parties Quoting them^ and valuable 
to irestders who may wish addittonal information on the. subjects thus 
brought to their notice. Taken altogether. Timers Telescope is on4» 
of the best productions to be pat into the hands of youth which our 
teeming press sends forth. It leads by easy reads to improving 
studies ; it is exceedingly various ; it is full of hints for t^inkingi 
and it is honest and unprejudiced. From the cihild of five years of 
age to the mature of fifty, it n^ill affi>rd both entertainment and in* 
teUigence.'— I4^«rtfry Gazettk, Dec, 1, 1821.. 

'When so many attempts are made to corrupt the minds 6t t&e 
risihg generatioil, through the medium of eliementary booki of in- 
struction, it affords as pleasure to be able to recommend aii attrac-> 
tive work, which is entirely free froih the taiiit of bad principlefr^ 
•time's Telescope is an iagteeable miscellany, worthy of the atten- 
ti6n of atl classes of readers, but particularly of intelligent jToung 
persons, to whom it will convey much useful and entertaining in- 
formation on the various subjects mentioned in its title. The wholia 
is interspersed with numerous anecdotes, antiquarian references, 
historical facts, and poetical selections ; admirably calculated to 
excite a taste for knowledge, and to render its acquisition cas jr a«d 
agreeable. We have looked through the volume, and are happy to 
fipd that, in a literary melange of so much extent and variety, there is 
so little to which persons of serious religion can object, aind bo much 
which they will cfordially applaud. '--^1fes2«vaHir«fftedtst Magazine, 
Jdmtar^ 1822,2^0. 1, Vol l,N,S. . 

'Tie style of this hook Is unifoi'mly aeilt tod appropriate* The 
itt fe iBtfrii oA Which the Editor gives on each snlijeci is corteot; it is 
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Notice qf Timers Telescope for 1822. 

Ample, without being prolix ; and it is occasionally enlivened by 
good extracts from our best poets. One thing more must be said of 
Time's Telescope,— it is a safe book ; it may be put into the hands 
. of youth, without the fear of its exciting an improper idea ; and this is 
a quality of which the value must be felt by every parent and pre- 
ceptor.'— JWt««'« Pocket Mttgaxvne^ Dec, 1821. 

Notices of Time's Telescope for 1821. 

* TivLE flies SO rapidly, that a Te{e«c<)|»« becomes necessary to look 
at him when past, and is not less amusrag to examine him as he ap- 
proaches. Time also is that which we can never reform, but still we 
may improve it : and if it be a mark of wisdom to make the most 
of our time, it must be allowed that the Editor of the work before 
us has equally succeeded ; for he has not only improved the past to 
make it useful for the present, but has also made the most of the 
future, by showing that almost every day in the year is yood for 
something. He who wishes to know why one day it more remarkable 
than another? Why he must eat mince-piei at Christmas, or Pancakes 
on Shrove Tuesday ? Why he must eat goose at Michaelmas, or be 
made a goose of on All-Fools-Day ?— >he who wishes to turn his Te- 
lescope on human events, or on the Heavens ;^-he who wishes to be 
directed, agreeably to the season, in his observations of nature, en- 
livened and illustrated by apt quotations from our best poets ; or 
who, in short, wishes to know what time was and will be, cannot fail 
of gratiiVing his curiosity by a reference to this useful little parlour- 
window book. It has been before the public for some years, and is 
now considerably improved in arrangement, as well as in quantity ; 
so that those possessed of former rolumes will find that the present 
is far from being a twice-told tale : even if it were only for the very 
popular mode in which the interesting subject of Ornithology is 
treated, rendering it perfectly intelligible to youthful capacities, 
whilst older readers may find much that they have forgotten. In 
short, we wish it, and our readers, a happy new year !' — Stmf X>s-> 
eember 20, 1820. 

* To young persons, either in town or country, this volume will be 
very acceptable, as it will furnish them, in one case, with much novel 
and amusing instruction ; and in the other, will prove an agreeable 
guide to many of those pursuits which are the peculiar charm of sl 
country residence. We know not any publication of a similar 
nature in which there is abetter union of pleasure and amusement.' — 
Monthly Magazine, January and July 1821. 

< Time's Telescope blends something of the character which be- 
longs to the Literary Pocket Book with that of a general Almanack ; 
but at the same time possessing features different from either of 
these 9.nd peculiar to itself, and being altogether much more useful 
and compendious than both.' — Baldwin*s London Mag,y Feb. 1821. 

Notices qf Time's Telescope for 1820. 

< Time, not the world's Time, with wings besprinkled with cards, 
dice, and at << homes," — but the Time of the Astronomer, the Natu- ^ 
ralist^ and the Historian, again opens his annual Magazin du N^ 
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fhHdes of TlMe^t T(dmii9pefit 180(1. 

TeatU^! and we can safely assure those Who nkay "^^^ *© 
purcbasers, that all the articles in this literary bazaar are troll fl#« 
lected, and of the first quality. This pleasing Yoluttie It %P«ll 
ftdapcsa fdr ScBooIs, either as a clasft-bool, or the reward of nertt.^ 
— GentletnanU Magazine, Dee, 1819. 

« We haU with pleasure the annual re-appearance of Time*! Tele- 
scope, which presents, in an eas^y, popular style, with judiciont 
arrangement, clear and copious illustrations of almost every day in 
the Calendar^ not only in regard to Saints' Days and Holidays, but 
also memorable events of the earliest times down to the passing 
year. The Naturalist's Diary for each mouth is interesting to all 
classes, for the specific information it contains^ as well as for the 
pleading view it affords of God^s Providence at all seasons. He who 
takes up this little voluihe must be wiser, and |>erhaps freWer, before- 
he lays it down.'— «ttn, Jim. 18, 1820. 

■■ 1 1^ ■ ■ V , . , , , I , . , I I ■ ■ 

Nefiieei cf Timers Telescope far 1819. 

* While this annual companion and guide retains the respectable' 
character which now belongs to it, no parlour window, school rooin, 
or private study, can well dispense with its presence.'— 2Veis3fsiaW8f 
Mdgatme, Feb. 1819. 

'Tiib^s Telescope presents us with anew view of th6 ettsuin|t year.. 
To give vaffiety td an almanack has long been considered as impos* 
slble ; yet this ingenious Itttlc work, by means of recent or passiiig 
eventt, by in appropriate new selection of Poetical lUuHratio^s, 
and by a new Introduction, offers an amusing novelty, withoafc de- 
parture fronl itt 6in^inal platk.^^LUerary OazeHe, Dee, 13, 18111. 
» ■■««■■• .1* . ■ ., ' »^ 

Noticei of Time's 'niescop^ for 1818. 

* t^e cordially recommend this volume to the attention of persons 
of every age and taste, but particularly to the inquiring youth of 
both sexes.' — AfU^acobin Review for Decenher 1817. ^ 

* Tttte's Telescope fo^ 1818 deserves the same praise, ^nd is en- 
tklbd to tlwsame aapport aftdeneourageineat, which the former vo- 
Itanm iMLve ^eonved Irodk the public. '^i^ritisJb Critic for Decemher 
1817. 

Jfdiicee qf Time's telescope for 1817- 

* We hare Already notion th4 l^ieceding rolume of this amusing 
and instructive performance; and we have now little to add. to or 
deduct from the encomiums which we deemed it our duty to pass on 
the contents ^of thati l>art^ the pHtn .being still the same, and the 
execution and arrangement as nearly as possible on the same model. 
Wc ^atl not c6nsidCr it as reqmitte for u« to continue our repoH cf 
this ^fiual pn1>!ication.'^AfonM8y R^n^f&t Auguit 1817. 

* There is in thte ^OlQiire Ah excellent liitroduction to the ^ Prin- 
ciples of Zddtogy/' 4u!te gtwSUted ^itb poetksal ciUtions ; and a co- 
pious index Is added to the #b61e series* la point of quantity and 
quality, indeed, the present ii fully eqdftl, if not superior, to any of 
the fWWibdliig.Tolvmss; aad our readers wiU not readily find a Jiam» 
attr&oit*^ ^IUm.Yeiair'9pr04efU** tor their juvenile friends, which, . 

aH 
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Notice qfTme^i Telescope for 1817. 

whUe it acqaain^ them with the pleasing wonders of Nature, teaches 

them, at the same time, that all these « are but the Taried Qoo.'' 

OentletAon's Magazine for Decemher 1816. 

Notices oj TJme'^ Telescope for 1816. 

' Time's Telescope is compiled with skill and judgment, and con- 
tains much desirable miscellaneoas information, and many interest- 
ing and instructive sketches, particularly on some parts of Natnral 
History. We recoqunend this work to the attention of oar juvenile 
readers, who will find it an agreeable and instructiye companion.'— 
Monthly Review for November IS\6, 

* We are glad to see that the Editors of this useful work find en- 
couragement to continue it annually, and that the articles it con-* 
tains increase in their interest.* — Gentleman's Magazine for Au- 
gu9t IS\6. 

'Avery entertaining and nsefal compendium ofmulUfariotta lore.' 
^Eclectic Review for January 1817. 

Notices qf Time's Telescope for 1815. 

* We never met with a compilation better calculated for the use 
of families, and to serve as a portable companion for young persons, 
than this elegant little volume, which abounds with valuable in<« 
formation on subjects of general interest, and with a pleasing variety 
of rational entertainment. The book is written in a popular style, 
the ajrticles are selected with great judgment from the best autho • 
rities^; and while the scientific illustrations tend to quicken curio- 
sity, the reflections interspersed with the extracts, occasionally 
given from the most charming of our poets, will increase the 
delight afforded by contemplating the works of nature, and raise 
the mind to a devout admiration of the Divine Author.' — New 
Monthly Magazine, Jan. 1815. 

* The work before us supplies accurate, though populftr, instruc- 
tion on a variety of topics. It is written in a correct and tasteful 
style, enlivened by many exquisite quotations from the poets of 
the day; and is interspersed* with such reflections as flow naturally 
from the conviction that knowledge^ to be extensively beneficial, 
either to its possessor or to others, must be purified by religion, 
manifested in benevolence, and consecrated to Qod.'fEcleetic Re- 
view for February IB16. 

Notices of Time's Telescope for 1814. 

* This work contains a great variety of very useful information, 
conveyed in a most pleasing manner. We cannot hesitate to pro- 
nounce that it will be popular. It deserves to be so ; and it has too 
many-attractions, for every kind of taste, to be overlooked. It will 
form a delightful as well as instructive present for young persons at 
Christmas.'— Brtfulk Critic for Decemher 1813. 

* We cheerfully give to Time's Telescope our warmest recom- 
mendation as a pleasing and $nfe book for the rising gener«tion*'— 
EeXecUe Review for FebrtMry 1814 ■ 
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FRONTEI},aswe are, ' with many a goodly herald 
of our fame^' we have only to express the ufrfeignsd 
pleasure we feel at the very flattering manner in which 
thefiruUs of our labours have been received; particu- 
larly manifested in the unprecedented sale of our last 
volume. 

If in the course of our yearly lucubrations, we 
have contributed something to the instruction of youth, 
or the amusement ofmaturer years ; — if we have taught 
the mind to direct its regards towards the * starry 
heavens,* and to read in those marvellous works the 
infinite wisdom of the Omnipotent; — if wehave excited 
a taste for the study of Natural History, and have 
led our readers to contemplate the Beauties as well as 
the Wonders of Creation; — if, in a word, we havegiven 
birth to one sentiment favourable to benevolence, to 
virtue, and to religion, — we have done that, the con- 
sciousness of which will more than repay us for con- 
tinued labour during the past, and unceasing attention 
towards the future. 

It remains only to observe, that as each volume of 
Time's Telbscopb is almost entirely a new work^ 
and, at the same time, boasts some interestingfeatures 
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peculiar to itself^ the present volume is not deficie^zt 
in such necessary attractions. Among these tzre. 
Remarks on indispensable Astronomical Ini^lrnmente^ 
illustrated by wt>od-cuts; PiDpuUir Reflections on the 
Starry Heayens ; an Introduction descriptive of 
the Habits, Economy, and Uses of British Insects ; atid 
an Ode to Time^ tvritten expressly for this^ volume, 
by our friend and contributor Bernard Barton. 

London, 
Nov. 16, 182i. 



*ro correspondents. 

!to 6kr C&rtispdkdMth residing in ihe counties of lltitithigdot, So- 
merset Gloaeest^r, Suffolk, ana Esseif, ioe rsturn olir ihaiiksforftheir 
valuahte ana ingenious communications, as well as for tkie kiM interest 
tkey taki Hi the Ml«c^tt <j/, &Ur annual votufhe. To other firiiend^ dud 
weU-wishers who have conirihuted ' their mites to the general treasury,* 
we drbUMcite grdteful.^^'^J^, 1^, Ohservatiom on the appearitnces of 
Nature in every m/on^y in various parts of the kingdomy and curious and 
important facts in nritish Zoology, wiU he always iacceptabte : these 
0^104 be ddldreiVe4i6theEdUor, to the bare of Messrs. Sherwood fted 
Co.. Paternoster Row, London : and transmitted before the Ist of 
Afkgust,ti33. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



AN 

ODE TO TIME; 

WRIXTEK FOR THE TENTH VOLUME OF TIME*8 TELESCOPE 

BY BERNARD BARTON. 



I. 
Spirit ! if I may call thee snch^ 

Beneath whose silent sway^ 
Stnictares^ defying grosser tonch^ 

In fragments fall away ; — 
Essence, or Shadow, — ^whatsoe'er 
Thou art ;— with mingled hope, and fear, 

I frame this votive Lay; 
For feelings I can ill define 
With ev*ry thought of thee combine. 

IT. 
1 court no febled Muses', aid 

To scatter spells around; 
For long before their presence made 

Parnassus classic ground. 
Thou from dark Chaos' depths didst spring 
Elate— on thy expanded wing. 

Which never since has found. 
In all the boundless realms of space. 
One moment's tranquil resting place. 
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III. 

ff Let there be Light!" — Jehovah said ; 

And, with that Fiat, Thou, 
Thy wings for instant flight outspread, 

Becam*dt — ^what Thou art now ! 
A viewless thing, whose very Name 
Fancy's most daring flights may tame. 

And furrow Wisdom's brow : 
Given — and recalled — with vital breath ; 
Thine entrance — ^Life ! — ^thine exit — Death ! 

IV. 
And yet that seeming Death, which tells 

That we have done with Thee ; 
And Thou no less with us ;— 'conlpels 

Our Spii/its still to be ! 
And parting from Thee does but ijeem 
Like launching from some shallow stream 

Into a soundless sea. 
Upon whose thought-o'erwhelming brink 
Thy Cent* ties into Moments shrink ! 

V. 
But to that soundless, shoreless deep 

I now must bid adieu ! — 
Enough it is for me to keep 

My subject theme in view ; 
And all-sufiicient is thy spell 
To wake more thoughts than tongue can tell. 

Or fancy can pursue : 
For, short of." TkiKGs eternal," thilic 
Must closest round our hearts entwine. 
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VI. 

Oor haman hopes^ enr bomaa feurs, 

In Thee and Thine have birth ; 
And, by their varied smiles and tears. 

Evince Thy present worth;— 
In truth, 'tis Thy engrossing " Now'* 
Which gives to ev'ry thoughtless brow 

Its fickle gloom, or mirth : — 
All Sense can feel, or hear, or see, 
Wliile Sense endures, — is found in Thee. 

Vll. 
What is the haughtiest Despot's power 

Contrasted with Thine own ? 
He sways his sceptre of an hour, 

And fills his transient throne : — 
Thou sweep st the empty pageant by;— 
A moment-— and to mortal eye 

His place no more is known ! 
And one brief line records his Lot, 
" He WAS ! — and now. on Earth is not* T 

VUI. 
The wiyrhs of Man confess, by turns. 

Thy mute, resistless sway ; 
TowVs, temples, pyramids, imd urns. 

Before Thy touch decay : — 
At Man's command they rose on Earth ; 
Awhile they tell who gave them birth ; 

Then mingle with his clay I 
And vague Tradition, in despair. 
Can bat conjecture what they were. 
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IX. 

Nor less is Natnre's ererj grace,— 

Romantic, grand, and rade, 
As then poranest iSbj forward race, 

By Thee de8trDyed,-^renewed : — 
Leaves bad, and &de ; flowers bloom, and die 
Sods rise, and set ; — ^by stars on high 

Their courses are pnrsned :— 
AH seem, indeed, the same to be. 
Yet find incessant change in Thee. 

X. 
Even the vast and wondroas Deep, 

Where Navies come and go. 
Which, whether lolled in dreamless sleep. 

Or foaming to and fro, — 
Appears JHst what it was of yore ; — 
This, too, is changing evermore, 

With every ebb, and flow ; 
And, seeming to defy Thy. power. 
In essence varies every hoar. 

XI. 
But what avails it to recal. 

Or dwell on truths so trite ? — 
Vicissitude awaits on all. 

As day succeeds to night ; 
And nothing in Creation's range 
Escapes thy transmutations strange. 

Or robs Thee of thy right : — 
Whilst Thou, with cold, unaltered mien, 
Remain*8t — what Thou hast ever been. 
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XII. 

17ns annual offering at thy Shrhw 

May well thy power attest; 
" Precept on Precept, Line on Line/* 

By Thee are here imprest I 
Man is, indeed, thy Chronicler, 
But Thou — ^thy varied Calendar 

Canst still interpret best ; 
And Contemplation mnst impart 
Its moral nses to the heart. 
XIII. 
Unto her pensive, musing eye 

Each -feast, or fast — appears 
A fruitless effort to defy 

The silent lapse of years : — 
And yet some soothing thoughts are blent 
With such a transient monument ;— 

And noblest hopes and fears 
By/turns elate, and awe the soul. 
As we thy records thus unroL 

XIV. 
Such fears and hopes may well engage 

Our thoughts, in turning o'er 
Thy brief Obituary Pagb, 

Its annals to explore: — 
Tliere, each succeeding year, we find 
The exit of some mighty mind,— ■ 

Whose rich and varied store 
Fulfilled the purposes of Heaven, 
For which its ample wealth was given* 

b 
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xv. 

There too^ perdiance^ are fomid enrolled 

Some scarcely known to Fame ; 
Of whom^ though little can be told 

The World's applause to daim^-— 
A brief inscription points the lot. 
And for a while keeps nnfinrgot 

Their Being's end^ and aim ! 
*^ The single talent — ^well employed/' 
Redeems them from oblivion's void. 

XVL 
And though that resjMte may be brief ;-^ 

Though such may seem to shai^ 
The fate of Autumn's withered leaf, 

And pass — we know not where 1 
Yet, wbib their clierished Memory lives. 
Fresh strength to other minda it gives 

Life's weary lot to bear ; 
Unveiling to the mental eye 
Hopes — ^feelings — ^thoughts— which cannot die. 

XVII. 
But not to Man ; — ^his death, or birth,— 

Nor aught by him designed 
To be his monument on Earth, 

Thy records are confined : — 
In them we trace the rise, the fall, 
The ever-restless change of all ^ 

Mortality can bind ; — 
And, while thy potent spell is shown, 
See Power more glorious than thine owm 
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XVIIL 

The Power of Him, whose mighty one 

On Sea and Earth shall tread ; 
With face all radiant as the Snn^ 

A rainbow ronnd his head ; 
Pilars of .fire — ^his feet shall gleam; 
Dark donds of heaven his vesture seem ; 

His voice7-a sonnd of dread ; 
While thunders^ echoing far away, 
Shall publish thy departing sway. 

XIX. 
Then the immutable decree. 

So long by Heaven deferred,— 
Shall, in the destined close of Thee, 

Fulfil its solemn word : 
H^urough boundless space, by thought untrod. 

The DELEGATED VOICE OF GOD 

Shall awfully be heard,-*- 
Proclaiming, as foretold of yore, 
*^ The Mystery finished ! Time no more !" 
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The yarioiis prodactions of Nature were not made for ns to iteod 
upon, nor only to feed our eyea with their grateful ? ariety, or to bring 
a sweet odour to ns $ bat there is a more internal beauty in them for our 
minds to prey upon, did we but penetrate beyond the surface of these 
tilings into their hidden properties; 

patriCk^s piLoam. 



Is not the tartk 
With various living creatures, and the air 
Replemshedy and all those, at thy command^ 
To come and play before thee? know'^t tboaiMt 
Their language and their «Miy« f they also know 
And reason not contemptibly: with these 
Find pastime. 

-MILTOir. 



1 cannot think he detracts from the state of the blessed, who Cf«- 
ceives tliem to be perpetually employed in fresh searches into Nature, 
and to eternity advancing into the fathomless depths of the divine per- 
fectiohs. After an acquaintance of many thousand years with the ■ 
Works of GOD, the beauty and the magnificence of the Creation 
must, doubtless, fill them with the same pissing wonder and profoaad 
awe which Adam felt himself seised with, as he first opened his eyes 
upon this glorions scene* 

spectator, No, 626» 
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ON THE BdBITS, ECONOMY, AND USES 

09 

BRITISH INSECTS. 



And God made every thing thU creepeth ypim tht earHkf efitr hit 
(iimI.— OsM. di. i, ▼• 35. 

We admire the turret-bearing shovlden of the eWphanti tlie neck 
of tiie bully and its power of toeiing aloft with fury its enemy, the 
ravages of the tiger, and the maae of the lion. But it is not in 
these instances that Nature appears most admirable : her wisdom 
is no where more conspicuous than in her minutest works.— In these 
betngSy what power, what unfothomable perfection, is displayed ! 



Insects, thongh inferior in size, far surpass in 
variety of form, beanty of colouring, and singolarity 
of structure, all the larger tribes of animals ; bat so 
prone is man to regard with contempt those parts of 
the creation which are diminutive, tiiat insects have 
been almost overlooked in his searches after Imow- 
ledge. His ignorance, the consequence of this con- 
temptuous neglect, has led him to consider the wbole 
class as of small importance, and as forming a use- 
less, and, in many cases, offensive and injurious tribp 
of beings. Such,^howeTer, can be the language only 
of ' haughty ignorance;'— flie modest observer of 
Nature, although he may have learned litQe of the 
habits, economy, and uses of insects, particularly of 
those which abound in his native country, — ^will ao- 
knowledge that they have been created with design, 
and will not doubt tiiat the design was benevolent. ^ 
. b2 
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Ltt no invnmiQgiaipioni niter tax 
GrMlinr wUdmm, m if tiight wis formed 
Id Yftin, or not for adnjnbte end*. 
Shan little haughty ignorance prononnce 
His worlcs nnwise, of which the smallest part 
Exceeds tiie narrow Tision of her mind ? 

Not only from the weak and nnenlighteBed^ bat 
from the iriiilosopher too^ who has stadied and ad- 
mired the more stopendous acts of the Creator^ the 
entomologist has often met with derision, and with 
ridicule, for examining the stmctore, the instincts, 
and the arts of a spider, or a fly. But what is size 
in the all-comprehensive eye of the UniFersal Archi*- 
lect? As, wiUi respect to time, a. thousand ages are 
to him but as a day, and a day as a thousand i^es ; 
so, with respect to space, the orbit of a wotld is as 
the speck occupied by dTpuceron, or the hundredth 
part of a drop of water, in which a monoculus can 
live, and move, and swim. Hie same wisdom that 
ordained the revolution of the planets, was requisite 
to fonn the butterfly or gnat ; for nothingvshort of in- 
finite skill could have contrived the spiral trunk 0I 
the formco', to suck up, as with a syringe, the honey 
of the full-blown flower, or its elegant colourings^ 
composed by an infinite number of minute, variously- 
painted scsles, artfully arranged; and nothing less 
cpuld have endowed it witti instincts for depositing 
Ma eggs on plants, or in situations best adapted to 
secure the birth, and to furnish with food the embryo 
caterpillars. Why^ then, should we depreciate any 
part of Nature's works, or cast an opprobrium on the 
study of any of its branches ? 

The general opinion that insects act a less import- 
ant purpose than any other tribe in the economy of 
Nature^ and that the study of the science of Ento^ 
mology has conduced but little to the benefit of man- 
kind, is founded in ignorance alone. BKghU, both 
in ou¥ orcbdrds and corn-fields, have almost uni- 
versally been attributed.tQ some peculiar action of 
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the elements; but they are now discovered to be 
owing to myriads of minute insects^ often of the pu* 
ceron or tree-louse kind. Who can tell but that aa 
accurate knowledge of the natural history of tlrase 
insects may enable us to prevent its foture depie- 
dations ? And how often does our ignorance lead ns 
to destratf insects as injuriousy which are altogeflier 
harmless; and x>erhaps even serviceable to ma&f 
Al&ough the multiplicity of insects is somethnas 
att^ided with no small injury to man as w^ as to 
animals, yet there is a counterpoise to fiiis inconve« 
nience; — ^myriads of birds daily devour ten tiiousand 
times their number of insects, both of the winged and 
reptile kinds. A bird in an instant of time swallows 
a fly ; and, in the same instant, its life is exti&gaidiedy 
wiUiout feeling, perhaps, a single pang. 

Insects are to be found in almost every sitnatimi, — 
in air, water, and in eartb; in wood, and upon other 
animids ; in decayed vegetables, and in putrid flesh. 
Their manners and their appearances are as various 
as their situations. The eggs of insects, like those 
of fish, in very few instances, require the care of in- 
cubation, but are left to be matured, and the young 
ones to be hatched by the genial influence of the 
Sun. The parents have generally paid the debt of 
natm'e before the young ones see the light. > The 
care, therefore, with which the parent butterfly, or 
moth, selects the very plant which alone is capable 
of affording proper aliment to its infant caterpillar, 
cannot be ibe effect of instruction, experience, asso- 
ciation, or the expectation of deriving pleasure from 
its progeny,— but must be attributed to an original 
mtim^, implanted init by the Creator^ f^r the prefer- 
vatioii of its species. 

From the egg of the insect, in general, is not pror 

duced a young animal, similar in every thing but size 

to its parent, which is the case in the other classes, 

' but a soft and humid animal, which is called the 

hrva, or in ^glidi caterpillar, maggot, or sometimes 
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grab. The changes which this larva undergoes be- 
fore its arrival to the perfect insect, vary in different 
gienera. These changes are termed its metamorphosis. 
It is in this larva, or caterpillar-state, that the animal 
e»tB, and increases in size, occasionally casting its 
skia, and sometimes altering its colour. Its next 
dvuige is into a harder and more compact state, called 
aureUa^ or chrysalis, in which it remains torpid for a 
time, in many insects during the whole of the winter^ 
apd then, breaking its external covering, it launches 
into di^ a perfect animal, active, and full grown. 
In this state many insects eat very little, some not at 
all, but seem chiefly intent upon preparing for their 
futare progeny. The life of most of ttiem in this 
.perfect state is very transient, only a short part of 
their whole existence\ 

As. we have, on a former occasion^ spoken at some 
length <m the great importance of the Study of En- 
tomology, especially as it regards the uses of insects, 
and have also treated of their instinctive powers and 
sensations — their external organs — their egg state and 
transforaiation — their habitations and food, — we shall 
now proceed to describe a few of the most remarkable 
of our British Insects, including such as have not 
been noticed, or only slightly referred to in our previ- 
ous volumes; classing them under the arrangement of 
LiNM^us, who has divided insects into seven orders, 
from the number and substance of their vmigs, or 
from their being altogether without wings. 

I 

Order l.—COLEOPTERA. 

This order includes insects with crustaceous wings^j 
These have four wings ; the upper ones, which act ad 
leases or coverings to the true wings, are called] 

' " ' ' *' ' ' ■■■■■II ■■ ■ 1 .11 ,ii I , , 

■ Dr. Skrimfhire'f Enays on Natwral History, vol. i, p^ X9SL 
• See tiie OHlltiKt ^ £«toMlo|w, prefixed to Time's Telescopfl 
forlS2Ql *^^ 
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elytra ; they are of a hard horny substance^ and joia 
or meet together on the upper part of the body, in 
a direct line or suture. The true wings, which^ vheir 
the animal is in a state of rest, are under tihe eljlnp 
are membranaceous, and more delicate than the 
finest gauze: when the animal prepares for flighty 
the elytsra are raised, and the membranaceous wings 
are unfolded, and spread out to the air. This order 
includes almost all the dKffereni kinds of beetles, the 
stercoraceous beetles, the water beetles, those that 
are found on trees, and such as skip about on the 
analler plants and on flowers ; indeed all the beetle 
tribe^ whose elytra, or outer crustaceous wings, cov^ 
die whole df the animal's body, are included in this, 
order, and no others. There are above a thousand 
different species or neeaes m Orccsi BritAiii^ 

Most of the larT83 or grubs of the beetle tribe 
(scarabmusj live entirely under the surface of the 
ground, feeding on the roots of plants, &c. Their 
pupa or chrysalis generally lies dormant in the earth 
till the perfect insect bursts, out. 

The eg^s of the cock-chafer (scarabaus melohn^ 
iha) are deposited in the ground by the parent in» 
sec^ whose fore-legs are very shorty and well calbtt^ 
lated for burrowing. From each of these eggs pre-* 
ceeds, after a short time, a whitish worm with «ex 
legs, a red head, and strong claws, which is destined 
to live in the earth under that form for four yedrsg 
and there undergoes various changes of its skin, until 
it assumes its cteysalid form. These creatures, some- 
times in immense numbers, work between. the turf 
and the soil in the richest meadow s^ deirouring the 
roots of the grass to such a degree, that the turf 
mes, and win roll up witti almost as much ease as 
if it had been cut with a turfii^^kniie : imd under* 
neatb, th^ s^l appears tamed into a soft mould for 
above an inch, in dep^> like the bed of a garden^ 
In this the grubs lie, in a curved pomtion, on. their 
backs, the head and tail uppermost^ and the rest of 
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the body buried in the mould. Such .ore tiie de¥!ad« 
ISBitkms dommitted by llie ^grabs of tte cock-'Chaier, 
that a whole field of fine flouridiing grsBB, in tbe. 
Slimmer time, became m a few wedui witheied, dry^ 
and as brittle as hay, by these grubs devoimng tiSle. 
roots, and gnawing away all those fibres^tiiat fast- 
ened it to the ground, and through whidi aloae it 
could receive nourishment 

The larvae, having contmued four ymrs m Uie 
ground, are now about to undergo their next chaise : 
to effect this, they dig deep into the eaitb, sometbgtes 
five or six feet^ and there spin a smooth case, in 
tvbich they change into a pupa or chrysalis. They 
renmin under this form all tiie winter, until the month 
of February, when they become perfect beetles, but 

Wltii their bodioe <];tiito Sfuft iftud nliito. In May tlie 

parts are hardened, and then they come forth out of 
the earth. This accounts for our olEien finding tlve 
perfect insects in tfie ground. The moc^ efficacions 
Diiode of preventing their increase is to employ 
proper persons to take the flies in May and Juiie^ 
before th6y have laid their eggs; which, though it 
appears an endless task, may be done widb v^y con- 
siderable effect, by shaking and beating (he trees and 
htddf es in the middle of the day. Children will be 
ible to do this, and, as has been proved by experi- 
ment, will, for a trifling reward (suppose a penny a 
hundred), bring Some thousands per day gathered in 
a single village. Domestic fowls of all kinds are 
particularly fond of these beetles, so that the .ex- 
panse of collecting them would be fully eompen** 
Mted by the quantity of food they would afford in 
this way. 

When land is ploughed up in the spring, if the 
Weather be warm, hundreds of the chafer grubs ar^ 
exposed, in which case, rooks, guUs, and jays, wtti 
be sure to detect and devour mem. These birds, 
therefore, should not be driven away, as the occa^ 
sional damage tfiey may commit is amply repaid ^by 
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fbm unoeasing exertions to destroy rariaiis iosecto. 
The almost sole emplopne&t of rooks, for threiD 
aenlhs in tbe spring,, is to search for thia sort of 
food, aad the havock that a. nomerous flock makes 
amongsit th^Doi must be very great. 

The rosS'Kshafer («• auratus) is one of tbe most 
beautiful of oor English insects of tbe beetie tribe. 
The upper parts of &e female are of a shining green 
colour, marked transversely on the wing cases with 
a few short white or yellowish lines. The male is 
of a burnished copper colour, with a greenish cast 
These- insects are somewhat more than an inch in 
length : they are found on flowers, particularly on 
fliose of the rose and peony. 

The bronze wood*beetie (s. morUllosu^ foximjig*! 
ia our Frontispiece^ This most beautiful insect is but 
rarely met widi in England. The great stag-beetle 
(btcamuM cenms) is the largest of the beetie tribe foxmA 
in Great Britam, being often nesorly three incbea in 
length. Its colour is of a dark brown, except the 
jaws, which are sometimes as red as coral, and give 
to it a very beautiful appearance : by these^ which 
somevrhat sesemble in form the horns of the stag, it 
is readily distinguished from all our other insects. 
The stag-beetie is very common in some parts of 
the south of England, in oak and willow trees, in 
the stumps or about the branches of which they re<* 
maia hidden during the day ; flying abroad and feed- 
ing on the leaves only in the evening. The moutii 
of July is the time during which they, are principally 
seeu« The males, in p^cuiai*, have great strengjth 
in their mandibles or jaws ; and with these they ate 
able to pinch very severely. 

The bacon detmestes {d. lardarius), one of the 
most destructive of its tribe, is produced from, a 
maggot, which is bred and nourished in bacon, or in 
other animal substances. To collections of dried 
, and preserved animals, they are sometimes particu* 
larly injurious. They change their skins several 
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times. These Aia» cootinae stretched out, as if 
blown up, and in appearance like the little animals 
which cast them. In order to undergo their trans- 
formation, the larvae search out some convenient re- 
treat; generally finding one ainoi^st the wreck of 
the substances which tfiey have gnawed. They do 
not continue in their chrysalid form more than about 
three weeks or a month. A remedy against the ra- 
vages of the larviB of the dermestes (for it is not the 
perfect insect which commits so much havock among 
collections of Natural History) is mentioned by Mr. 
Wood (on the authority of M. Olivier), in his * Il- 
lustrations of the LintuBan Genera of Insects^/ lately 
published. Take quick lime, half an ounce ; salt of 
tartar, one dram and a half; camphor, five drams; 
white soap, four ounces; arsenic, four ounces.— 
Dissolve the camphor in a sufficient quantity of 
spirit of wine, add the arsenic, the salt of tartar, 
and the quick lime, beat them together with the soap^ 
and preserve the composition in a pot for use. 
Olivier was present, with several ottier naturalists, 
at the trial of this receipt. Of several birds inclosed 
in a box, some were subjected to this preservation. 
At the end of a year the same persons examined the 
effect, and found that where the remedy had been 
used the birds were whole and perfect> while the 
others were reduced to powder. 

The death-watch, ptintis, so well known as being 
the cause of superstitious fears in the ignorant, by 
its watch-like ticking, belongs to the order CohB* 
OPTBRA ; it is often, however, confounded, with a 
wingless insect (termespulsatprium), which we shall 
describe under the order Aptera. 



* We take pleasure in recommending these two interesting pocket 
volumes to the notice of our readers ; the description of the different 
genera is concise but perspicuous, and the plates^ of vhich there is 
one to every genus, are beautifully and correcUy coloured after 
Nature j a very important feature in an introductory work on Ento- 
mology. , . 
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The hilpfuB are insects whose strong and disagree- 
able smell indicates Ae places they inhabit^ and the 
substances upon which they feed ; they, as well as 
many other insects, constantly absorb the putrid 
flesh and excrementitious substances, which might 
otherwise infect the air. Their instinctive factdty 
leads them eagerly to seek the dead bodies of small 
animals ; and it is singular to see them, attracted 
from a considerable distance by the smell of a putrid 
body, associate in their enterprise, and combine 
their efforts, that they may peaceably enjoy the fruits 
of fteir labours. Corruption has scarcely com- 
menced in a mole or a mouse, and the smell become 
offensive, before numbers collect together, and, 
gliding under the animal, work with great activity, 
removing the earth, till by degrees the body disap- 
pears, and is buried without our seeiug the workmen, 
or observing how it is effected. Four or five of these 
insects will thus entomb a mole in less tban twenty- 
four hours. When it is once completely under the 
surface, they enter the body, and feed without fear. 
Three or four insects, working in concert, have been 
known to drag under the surface the body of so large 
aii animal as a mole in the space of an hour, so that 
no trace of it has appeared above ground'. 

The larvae, which are born in corruption, are of 
a greyish white colour, with a brown head. The 
body has twelve divisions with a rusty scale be- 
tween each. They have six small scaly feet at- 
tached to the three first rings of the body. The 
larva in dtie time buries itself in the ground, forms 
an oval cell, and turns to a yellowish chrysalis, from 
which in about three weeks proceeds the perfect 
insect. These, with the larvae of flies, or maggots, 
may be justly called the Scavengers of Nature,—* 



' 'Dr: Shaw's Zoology, Insectaf part i, p. 51. See also Mr, Bing- 
ley's Animal Biography, vol. iii, pp. 196-190, for some curious parti> 
calars of this iiisectal undertakier. 

C 
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The benefit yrhich they produce by removing offcm- 
sire matter^ and thus converting the putrefacjtive 

5 particles, that would otherwise fill the air with tn- 
ection aad disease^ into fresh animated beings^ is 
incalculable. This offers a fit S:ubject for (he qon- 
t^plative naturalist. He sees in it the beneficence^ 
the wisdom, the contrivaAce of a gracious Cfod.— • 
Whai would otherwise breed pestilence, apd vitiate 
tiie whole atmosphere, gives life and sustenance to 
thousands of happy beings, in whose esistenc,e we 
have fresh proofs of what has properly been cajled 
the ' insatiable variety of Nature/ It seems as if 
the Creator had s^d, every tl4ng shall have its use, 
every sjpot shall ha^ve its iijiiabitants,.all ^e world 
shall te^em with life. To these active, useful animals 
we are indebted for the speedy removal of whatever 
would be noxious. No/ sootier has life departed 
from a beast of the field, than its carct^se is visiled 
by these deyourers ; and what would have lain weeks^ 
perhaps months, gre^dually imparting to the air dis* 
agreeabjle odours and noxious qualities, is stripped 
to the very bones in a few days, and becomes no 
longer offensive or injurious. How seldom do we 
see dead birds, hares, rabbits, &c. in the woods or in 
the fields ! It is because in woods, in thickets, and in 
fields, myriads of these insects are ready to revel in 
their carcases as soon as they have paid the debt of 
Nature. 

Few insects are better known than the lady-cow 
or lady-bird tribe (ooccinella). They are usually 
found on plants, where they repose with the legs 
concealed under the body of their antennfB or feelers, . 
beneath the head. In the winter season they conceal 
themselves and become torpid, appearing again in the 
spring. On the ben.efits derived from this insect, see 
p. 248 of our present volume. 

The corn-weevil (curculio granarius) is too well 
known tp most farmers, from the devastations that 
it makes in their granaries. The parent insect lays 
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itd eg^s in grains of corn, |>robabl7 one in eaeh 
grain. Here tbe larvse^ on being hatched, continue 
for ^ome time to lire, and it is rery difficult to dis* 
coyer tbem> as they lie concealed within. They in« 
crease their size, and, with it, their dwelling, at the 
expence of the interior or farinaceous parts of the 
grain on which they feed. Corn-lofts are often laid 
wasfe by these grubs, whose numbers are sometunes 
do great, ad to devour nearly the whole of their con- 
tents. When the grub has attained its full size, it 
s^ remains within the grain, hidden under the empty 
htisk. There, being transformed, it becomes a chry- 
salis ; and, when it has attained its perfect state, it 
forces its way out. 

The nut-weevil (c. nucum) is well deserving of our 
attention: if is the insect produced by the maggot 
residing in the hazel hut. Though every one is well 
acquainted With the maggot in the nut, yet tfie vari- 
ous changes through which it passes, Uie mode of 
its introduction into the nut, and its appearance in 
its complete or perfect state, are known only to those 
conversant in the history of insects. The weevil 
makes its appearance early in the month of Angust, 
and may then be found creeping about hazel trees. 
The female insect, when ready to deposit her eggs, 
singles out a nut, which she pierces with her pro- 
boscis, and then deposits an egg in the cavity. She 
passes on and singles out another nut, which she 
pierces in the same manner, placing an egg in it, 
and thus proceeds till she has deposited her whole 
stock in different nn^ts. The nut, not apparently in- 
jured by this slight perforation, continues to grow, 
and gradually ripens its kernel. When the egg is 
hatched, tbe young larva or maggot, finding its food 
ready^ prepared, begins to feast on the kernel. By 
the time that it is arrived at its full growth, and has 
nearly consumed the whole of the kernel, the natural 
fall of the nut takes place : the inclosed larva, not 
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in fbe least iiijared by the faU> continues in the nut 
some time longer^ and then creeps out at the hole in 
the side, which it has previously made, by gnawing 
in a circular direction, and immediately begins to 
burrow or creep under the surface of the ground, till, 
having obtained the depth sufficient for its convenient 
residence during the long period cf its winter con- 
cealment, it lies dormant for eight months, and then> 
casting its skin, commences a chrysalis of the same 
genercd shape and appearance with the rest of the 
beetle tribe ; and it is not till the beginning of Au- 
gust that it arrives at its complete or ultimate formj, 
at which period it casts off the skin of the chrysalis^ 
creeps to the surface, and commences an inhabitant 
of the upper world \ While in this state it breeds, 
and, like the m^jor part of the insect race, enjoys 
for a short time the pleasures of a more enlarged 
existence. There is a very elegant species of the 
purculio (c. auratus) frequently seen during the sum^ 
mer months in fields and gardens. It is about a 
quarter of an inch in length, and of the most beau* 
tifnl gold or silver-green colour, exhibiting, when 
view^ with the microscope, a covering pf scales^ 
shining with a strong metallic lustre. 

The musk-goatchafer (cerambyx moschatus) is not 
very uncommon in many parts of England, It usu« 
ally makes its appearance in the.hottest part of July, 
and may be smelt at a considerable distance ; and if 
taken and rolled up for some minutes in a handker- 
chief, will perfume it for the whole day. This insect 
measures about an inch and a quarter in length, and 
js of a fine dark green colour, with a slight gilded 
tinge on the upper parts — and sometimes a strong 

' Dr. Darwin, in his Botanic Garden, thus beautifully expresses tho 
egress Of this insect firom the cavity of the n ut : — 
So sleeps in silence the CurculiOf shut 
la the dark chambers of the caverned nut ; 
Erodes with ivory beak the vaulted shelly ^ 

And quits on filmy wings its narrow cell. 
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east of bliie<(^r pur|^]e.. It is chiefly tomoA mi wli- 
Ic^vtA^ or poptars, inr the decayed wood of which its 
larva lesides* 

The oommon glow-wona (lampyris hoc^sAcmX <^^ 
ifbich moay poetical iUnstratiions oaTe appeared in 
oor voiiiftnes (see also p. 347, note), may be obserred 
after sonset, daring flie snnuner season, in meadows, 
by road sides, and near bushes. Among the crooked 
lanos, in every hedge, the glow-worm lights his gem, 
and 

throogh the dark 
A mofiog radiance twinkles. 

They are most frequently to be seai during the monl^ 
c€ June. In die day time they conceal tibemselves 
among the leaves of plants. Each sex is luminous, 
but in the male the light is less brilliant The com« 
moB or wingless glow-worm maybe very suocessfaUy 
k^ for a considerable length of time, if properly sup- 
plied with moist turf, grass, moss, &c., and, as sooa 
as the evcsiii^ commences, will regularly exhibit its 
beautiM effiolgence, illuminating every object within 
aamall space around it; and sometimes the light is 
so vivid as to be perceived through the box in whick 
it is kept. . Dr. iUarwm, in his admired poem of the 
' Botanic Garden,' commemorates the splefladour. of 
tiie glow-worm/ among other phenomena sup$>osed 
to be produced under tiie superintendence of the 
' Nymphs of Fire.' 

Ymi wttli Ug^t gas the lampi nectamat feed. 
That dance and gUnnner e'er the marshy mead ; 
Shine roond Calendok at twilight hoars, 
And tip with silver all her safiron flowers; 
Warm on her inossy conch the radiant worm. 
Guard ftfom cold dews her Iove>iUaoiined form, 
. :From leaf to leaf coaidact the virgin light. 
Star of the earth, and diamond of the njght. 

The comtQion earwig (fcfrficula amricuUmcO, lihough 
in its nature extremely harmless, exoeptin our gar* 
dens to our fruits and vegetables, has fallen, in a 
very particular manner, a victim to human cruelty 

c2 
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and caprice, originating in the idea that it introdacea 
itself into the ears, and from thence penetrates to 
the brain, and occasions death. We must be p^*- 
mitted to express a wish, that females, who bat too 
commonly lay aside all ideas of tenderness at Ihe 
Very sight of it, would be convinced that the wa^ 
and membranes of the ears are a sufficient defence 
against all its pretended attacks upon this oi|*an. 
Our gardeners nave, it is true, some room for com- 
plaint. It lives among flowers, and frequently de- 
stroys them ; and, when froit has been wounded by 
flies, the earwigs also generally come in for a share. 
In the night they may often be seen in amaring num- 
bers upcm lettuces and other esculent veg^ables, 
committing those depredations that are often ascribed 
to snails or slugs. The best mode, therefore, of de- 
stroying them, seems to be, to attend the gardai now 
and then in tiiie night, and to seize them while tiliey 
are feeding. The bowl of a tobacco-pipe, and the 
claws of lobsters, stuck upon sticks that support 
flowers, are the usual methods by which they are 
caught, as, in the day-time, they cre^ into hcrfes 
and dark places. Placing hollow reeds behind the 
twigs of waU-trees, is also a good mode, if they be 
examined and cleared every morning. But at a mid- 
night visit, more may be done in an hour than by any 
of the other means in a week. 

It may not, perhaps, be known to the generality of 
observers, that the earwig is possessed of mnffs, 
which are both lai^ and eiegant, and that one of 
these, when extended, will nearly cover the whole 
insect. The earwig, unlike most others of the insect 
tribe, hatches its eggs, and the young earwigs are 
fostered by the parent, in the same way as birds 
bring up their young. — {See some curious instances 
of this in Mr. Bingley's very enterteining and in- 
structive ^ Animal Biograj^y,' vol. iii, pp, 150*161.) 
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Order U.^HEMIPTERA. 

This Order inchides all insects with half-wiii|» 
cases; and they differ from the colm}pt€ra, in the 
elytra beinp shorter^ only covering htdf the body ; 
in their being softer^ more like parchment than horn ; 
and, thirdly, in their inner margins wrapping oyer 
each other^ and not meeting in a direct line or smlnre. 

The ccHnmon black cock-roach (blatia otientatts), 
wMch is £reqiiently called in our metropolis, and 
elsewhere, by the^erroneons name of the btaci-^beeih, 
is Aippoa^ to have been first imported from the 
.eastern parts of the world, and seems to have made 
great progress, of late years, in extending itself 
throughout the kingdom. This insect lives in oie^ 
vices and crannies near our fireplaces and ov^is; 
BsA, like the cricket, comes out to . feed in the night 
time. It eats flonr, bread, and almost any kind of 
kitcbm offal. In the night time, after the family haa 
retired to rest, these insects and their larvae of all 
sizes, which are whiter, and have only the rodimenta 
of wings, come ont by hundreds, and may be seen 
in all parts of the iitchdu, particularly on the hearth* 
They are not, as was supposed, inimical to t^ 
cricket, biM; associate with it, and are very similar 
in their habits. As they prove a disagreeable pest 
wh^» they abound, many arts have been praeti»Bd 
for their destrnction. The most effectual that we 
have seen, is the following : — Cover the outside of a 
de^ glass or bason wiUi cap paper (a common 
water glass, smdi as is introduced at table aftet i 
dinn^, mil. answer the purpose wdl^; put some. 
pieces of bread into it, and place it in a cupboard^ ^ 
in any other place where the beetles are numerals ;. 
and in the morning you will find scores that haira 
crept up the paper on the outside, dropt in, and from 
the pol^hed surface, as well as form of the glass^ 
have been unable to escape. Many crickets, as well 
asj^ockroaches, will be caught by this means. 
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The mole-cricket (gryUus gryllotalpa) is a com- 
plete represeiitative. of the mole among the insect 
tribes^ and barrows under ground like a mole^ rais- 
m% a fiirrow as it proceeds* It is at l>Doe distin- 
gf^Bfaed from all others, by the apt formation of its 
forb*feet, which are divided into several segments, 
dr claws, spreading out like the palm of &e hand, 
by means of which the insect is enabled to perfoa-m 
its instinctive fnnctions in the most e&ctive manner. 
It mclves slowly, and never leaves its hiding-place 
till the dcMie of tihe day. The female lays between 
two and diree hondred eggs in an oval nest under 
ground, and is v«ry carefel of her charge tiU tiiey 
arehatcbedk 

' Ibe houses-cricket (g. domesticus) is one of those 
bui^ little insects that reside altogether in our dwell- 
ings, and intrude themselves on 0ur notice, whetiier 
we widi it or not. They are partial to heuses^ newly 
built; for the softness of the mortar enables them to 
fovm theur reti^ests, without much difficulty, between 
the joints of the masonry, and mimediately to epen 
eommunication with the different rooms. They are 
particuiarly attached to kitchens and bak^ouses, as 
afibrdiAg tibem a constant waamth. 

' Tender insects, that live abroad (says Mr. White), 
eittOT enjoy only the short period of ime summ^, or 
else d0ze away the cold, uno<nribrtable montha in 
jlrofoond slumbers ; but these, residing as it were in 
a torrid zone, are always alert and merry : a good 
Qiristmas fire is to them,. what th^ heats of the.dog- 
days sore 'to others. Though they are frequently heard 
by day, yet their natural time of motioa is only in 
the night As soon as it becomes dusk, the chirping 
increases, and: they come running fortih, andaseto 
be seen often in great numbors, from tibe size of a 
flea to that of their foil stature. 

Around in sympathetic mirtb 

Its tricks the kitten tries; 
The criekH chirrnps in the faieartb, 

Tfae mcUing faggot flies. 
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' As one would suppose frwa the burning atrao* 
sphere whieh they inhabit, they are a thirsty race> 
and show a great propensity for liquids, being found 
frequently drowned in pans of water, ndlk, broth, at 
the like. Whatever is moist they are fond of, and, 
therefore, often gnaw holes in wet woollen stockings 
and aprons that are hung to the fire. These crickets 
are not only very thirsty but very Toracious; for 
they will eat the scummings of pots, yeast, salt, and 
crumbs of bread, and any kitchen offal or sweepings. 
In the summer tiiey have been observed to fly, wl^n 
it became dusk, out of the windows, and over the 
neighbouring roofs« This feat of activity accounts 
for the sudden manner in which they often leave 
flieir haunts, as it does also for the metiiod by which 
they come to houses where they were not known be* 
fore* It is remarkable, that many sorts of insects 
seem never to use their wings but when they vrish to 
shift their quarters and setOe new colonies. When 
in ihe air they move in waves or curves, like wood-* 
peckers, opening and shutting their wings at every 
stroke, and thus are alwaysjrising or sinlwg. When 
they increase to a great degree, they become pests, 
flying into the candles and dashing into people's 
faces; but they may be blasted by gunpowder dis* 
charged into their crevices and crannies. In fami- 
lies, at such times, they are, like Pharaoh's plague 
of frogs, — ** in their bedrchambers, and upon their 
beds, and in their ovens, and in their kneading" 
troughs.'* Cats catch hearth-crickets, and, playing 
wifli them as they do with mice, devour ttiem. — 
Crickets may be destroyed Hke wasps, by phials 
half filled with beer, or any liquid, and set in their 
haunts; for, being always eager to drink, they will 
crowd in till the bottles are full.' A popular preju- 
dice, however, frequently prevents any attempts at 
their destruction ; many people imagining that their 
presence is attended with good luck, and that to kill 
or drive them away will surely bring some unfoilur 
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Bate ocearrence on the family. When these insects 
ate nuining^ about a room in the dark^ and are sur- 
prised by a candle^ they give two or three shrill 
notes* These seem a sijBfnal to their fellows^ that 
they may escape to their crannies and lurking-holes^ 
for the purpose of avoiding danger/ 

The field-cricket (g. campestris), of whose man- 
ners and habits the Rev. Mr. l/fhite, of Sdborne^ 
has given so interesting an account^ will feed aad 
thrive in a paper cage^ if supplied with plants moist- 
ened with water^ and set in the sun: the insect will 
then become so merry and loud^ as to rendeif it irk- 
some to be in the same room with it. If the plants 
are not wetted^ It will die. 

The small insects^ commonly called grasshoppers 
(see Fronti^iece, fig. 3), belong to the genus gryllua, 
and must not be confounded with the cicada plebeia, 
which is a native of the warmer parts of Europe. 

The white frofli-like spittle, which is seen on the 
leaves and stalks of many kinds of plants in the 
summer season, is produced by the black-headed 
frog-hopper (cicada spumaria); and if this froth be 
wiped off and examined, it will be found to contain 
the larva or young of the cicada : and this matter, 
which is discharged from its own body, no doubt 
serves to protect it from the attacks of other insects. 

The common bed-bug (cimex lectularivs), we have 
every reason to believe, has been a domestic pest from 
time immemorial ; at least, it is mentioned by some 
of file Greek writers, who spoke of the animal with 
feelings wholly independent of a taste for Natural 
History. Southall, a celebrated bug-catcher, who 
published a treatise on the subject in the year 1790, 
says, that the bug was scarcely known in England 
before the year 1670, when it was imported among 
the timber used in rebuilding the city of London after 
the great fire in 1666 ; but we have the authority of 
MovrfTet to prove, that this troublesome insect was 
familiar to most persons long before the fire. In flie 
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begianing of stanmer, says Dr. Sbaw> it deposits its 
eggs, which are very small^ white^ and of an oval 
shape, each standing on a kind of short pedicle or 
footstallL^ in the cavities of walls or wood-work% 
The joxmg, which are hatched in a few weeks, ar- 
rive at ttieir fall size in about tibree months* In their 
wir^T reti^ats they can bear the most intense frost 
witaoot injury ; apd are always ready, a3 soon as the 
warm weather returns, to take the field. 1fl.oat of the 
species, when touched, havoa. very strong and dis* 
agreeable smell. They a^e met with in woods and 
shady places, &c„ and many of them are very 
preittily marked. 

Aphis is the generic name for those small insects 
that infest, at times, almost every kind of plant, and 
are ealled tree-lice, vine-fretters^ or pucerons. The 
m^^es are wingqd, and the females without wings; 
they are vimpatom, producing, their young alive in 
the spring; and also oviparmis, laying their ieggs in 
the autumn. As these insects derive their nourish^ 
ment from the juices of the plant wh^ch they infestji 
Nature has wisely ordained that the: females should 
lay eggs in the antumn, though they bring foith their 
young alive all the spring and summer months. This 
is to prevent them from heing starved for wanl ojf 
food in winter. The young burst forUi from these 
eggps in springy as soon as tibere are leaves to subsist 
upon. The a^ihides aiie very noxious when in any. 
great numbers, causing the. plants which they in&st 
to become sickly^ and their flowers or fruit^ to be. 
small, and not to come, to perfection. They some-^ 

' The best recipe for reducing the number of that troublesome in- 
sect, the ftu^, has been given to us by a gentleman who has fre- 
quently experienced its efficacy : — Dissolve three ounces of camphor 
in four ounces <^ ethereal turpentine, to which add four ounces af 
the purest alcohol. The bedstead should be taken to pieces, and 
the mixture applied with a cameVs hair brush : care should be taken, 
boweTer,.iiot to suffer a candle or light to come in conUct with the 
pr^airatioB. 
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times migrate, and suddenly fall in showers on spot3 
that were until then free from their ravages. The 
gardeners have proposed several compositions for 
washing the infested trees ; but plain water, dashed 
with force from a garden engine, will prove as de- 
structive to them as any thing, when on trees ; and 
smaller plants may be washed with tobacco water, 
with elder leaves infused in water, or with common 
soap suds, either of which will destroy the insects. 
We might, perhaps, effect much towards freeing our 
gardens from this pest, by encouraging the breed of 
fi^uch other insects as feed upon these tree-lice. ^The 
larvae of the lady-bird eat thousands of them ; some 
species of ichneumon and common ants also de- 
stroy them ; it would, therefore, he well worth the ex- 
periment to learn more of the habits of these insects, 
particularly to discover whether they are themselves 
injurious to g^^rdens, and then to introduce such of 
them ^s are innocuous to the spots that are infested 
with the lice. It would probably prove serviceable 
to scatter ants, which may always be procured in 
abundance, upon the infested trees, with this view. 
The aphides sometimes settle upon die tops of beans, 
covering them so thickly, as to make them appear 
qnite black : in such cases the crops may often be 

E reserved by cutting off the tops, a practice which is 
^ kewise adopted independently of this pest requiring 
it, for the purpose of increasing the yield of beans'. 
The rose tree, which produces so many beautiful 
flowers, is, after a mild spring, greatly injured by a 
species of aphis (a. roste). The best mode of reme- 
dying this evil, is to lop off the infected shpots before 
the insects are greatly multiplied, repeating the same 
operation before the eggs are deposited. By the 
first pruning ^ very numerous present increase will 
be prevented, and, by the second, the following year's 



> Dr. Skrimshire's Essays on Natural History, vol. i, p, 149^ 
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supply may> in a great measure, be cut off. If it 
were not for the numerous enemies to which the aphis 
is exposed, their wonderful fecundity is such that the 
leaves, branches, and stems of every plant would 
be totally covered with them. Myriads of insects, 
of different classes, of different genera, and of diffe- 
rent species, seem to be produced for no other pur- 
pose tihan to devour the pucerons. On everv leaf 
inhabited by them, we find worms of different kinds. 
These worms feed not upon the leaves, but upon the 
pucerons, whom they devour with an almost incre- 
dible rapacity. Some of these worms are trans-* 
formed into insects with two wings, others into flies 
witb four wings, and others into beetles. While in 
the worm state, one of ttiese gluttonous insects will 
suck out the vitals of twenty pucerons in a quarter 
of an hour. Reaumur supplied a single worm with 
more than a hundred pucerons, every one of which 
it devoured in less than three hours. 
^ Of the coccus or cochineal tribe there are two spe- 
cies, which are very destructive in our gardens, the 
c. persic€B, or peach-coccus, and the c. mali, or 
apple-coccus. If we canpot eradicate the peach- 
coccus, we may, perhaps^ reduce its numbers by 
carefully brushing the twigs of the peach tree, early 
in the spring, with a hair brush, in the direction of the 
buds, as many of the insects might thus be detached. 
Where the insects are very numerous, and where, of 
course, they are placed very* close together at the 
points of the twigs, these points might be cut off, 
and carried out of the garden. If exceedingly nu- 
merous, an the young twigs might be cut out. In 
this case, it is true, the fruit will, in a great measure, 
be lost for that season: but the tree will be throvm 
into such health, as to be^in the finest possible ordet 
for tile ensuing year. After all this has been done, 
however, the ^tree ought still to be examined about 
the beginning of May, next season; by which time 
the female coccus, having attained its greatest size, 

d 
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will becdme^^ e^ily p^^cceptibte, vfhen each, of/ , 
shpuldi^be c^efulfy remoYed by meaoaiOfliik feilBQt 
luife, bs^vxog a very tbin ^lade, aa<i caTefcUy j^lcpo^ 
sited in a vessdj^ for t)i0 purpose of beiog ctfncied'Oiit 
of the gard^ni^ With each female ji?btcbiarB3ikeB rat 
this period^ It is supposed that at least 9O0lO^eggtf ate 
also destroyed., , j , . : * 

- "Ilie ajj^-^coccju^ lives upioi Ihe- apple tioe^ /uul^ 
like.most of the insects of this kindi throws oiUnlsalch 
^ quantity .of cptton-like ^atter>; ad. someiiiiMftrtD 
coyer every ^twig of. the young trees, as if they had 
been rolled up in. cotton. Thehistory of thieriaieot 
i^, at.present, involved ,io much Qb8cui%:; ibutlet 
ijts jbope' ttiat a more at^ptiye iexap»tiiatiQii of ils 
manners and habits will, at no distant period^' enn 
able us to guard against its extensive depjfedatioiiB. 



Ojai>BR lll.^JLEPIDOPTERA. - 

The insects of this order are particularly distin- 
guished by their scaly .wings, from wliich alone they 
derive Iheir name of Lepidoptera. These vnngs ai:e 
four in number, and are generally variegated by the 
most brilliant colours, entirely produced by an infi- 
nity of little. oval scales^ either of a conical or trian- 
gular shape, and placed one above another* like t^. 
tjles on the roof of a house, lliese scales, which inay 
be Called the feathers of the^butterfly^ are fixed on a 
kind of pedicle, but come off on the fingers, like a 
farinaceous powder, with the slightest touchy leaving' 
the bare wing, a thin, transparent, elastic membcana^ 
devoid of beauty, and studded with longitudinal 
i^ys, showing the places to which the scaJea we^ 
formerly attached. The mouth in these insects is asort 
of trunk, which is not unaptiy called a spiral toag^o, 
since, when not in action it is completely rolled up 
and placed between two palpi, or downy feeleffa» 
which hide it entirel^^ This trunk, which differs in 
length^'and is sometimes very short, is composed oi* 
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tw# pieces; 43V laminee, coiiTex on one Bide, and con«- 
cMr^'Onttie other. These laminaD^ atre easily iepa* 
mteil at Ae^ will ti the inseet, and, when re-imil^d^ 
foraa a; hciUow cjiindei'. The ini^eets belofngtng t4 
the-Mder^IjepidoBlemaTe so elegant in theit appear- 
ance, and perfect int&eir shape, ttiat'they elaiM th^ 
Ingheist rank among the numerous and extensive 
i^ss to wtUcft they belong. Su^h is their rariegated 
b«aiily> and^sacfah the softiiess of thkirf blended tjntd, 
iftttt^we^Might almost* fancy them ethereal befa^fs, 
whcf^ is fh^r. ps[ssage through infinite space, had . 
^anied-JAeir wiiigd In the colours of the taiubOw. 

The Lepidoptera are perfectly harmless, and have 
-so '0Tgaiawith^hich fheycan either iiijure others or 
d^end^ tbeni^i'^s. Their acStial state is coMpara- 
lively tr£UQSielit^:k is dntingthat short but gay pe- 
riod of perrfeclion and ^enjoyment, when they may be 
seen in pairs,' fluitering from- flower to flower, and, 
with theit lon^- extendi tongue, searching each itec- 
tlaiy, and ektracting the sweets from every cup'^r 
' Mafiy th<Wi^suid > species of butterflies aTe known m 
fiarope> and, in En|:Iand alone, more than eleven 
him&redYiAve been collected by a celebrated entoi- 

.iSoTdgifef."'""" ^*"~ ■' ■ 

.' •l^etawraD or young of the different kinds of but- 
•tei^es and moths,- when in that state in which tb^ 
eWB6ie from the eggf, are called caterpillars. Thes^, 
'vAichwe Vcrry minutig at first, feed generally on Uie 
leaves ttf vegetables, and incrfease in sisse. They 
oast tliei# skins occasionally, and sometimes cbai^ 
ifircoICHir and markings, but never in their general 
aftpeara^iee or in their habits. Eating seems to be 
tt^ir sole employment ; and when they meet with food 
Ihtfi Bt&ti their j^alkt^, they ar^ extremely voraciofis, 
(H^finitling great hayock in our gardens. Bntthe 
saitve infinite Wisdom which restrains the depreda- 
Itbif^ <yf' the aphides and bther insects, has also set 
-- ;— — '■ : ill : ,^' •; L ^ " ' ■-■ 

^ • - ■ '^ WiocW^iiiinsfeaii UeneH Of Insects, vol. ii. p. !• 
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Iionnds to the destructioa occasioned by the cater* 
pillar> who has myriads of internal as vrell as ex- 
ternal enemies* Many flies deposit their eggs in the 
bodies of caterpillars. From these eggs proceed 
small maggots, which gradually devour t£e vitals of 
the animsd in which they reside. When about to be 
transformed into chrysalids, they pierce the skin of 
the caterpillar, spin their pods, and remain on the 
empty skin till they assume the form of flies, and 
escape into the air to perform the same cruel office 
to another unfortunate reptile. Every person mu8t 
recollect to have seen the colewort or cabbage ca- 
terpillar stuck upon old walls, or the windows of 
country cottages, totally covered with these chrysa- 
lids, which have the form of small maggots, and are 
of a fine yellow colour. One of the most formidable 
enemies of the caterpillar is a black worm, with six 
crustaceous legs : it is as long and thicker than an 
ordinary sized caterpillar. In the fore part of the 
head it has two curved pincers, with which it quickly 
pierces the belly of a caterpillar, and never quits the 
prey till it is entirely devoured. The largest cater- 
pillar is not sufficient to nourish fiiis worm for a 
single day ; for it daily kills and eats several of them. 
These gluttonous worms, when gorged with food, 
become inactive, and almost motionless. When m 
this satiated condition, young worms of the same 
species attack and devour them. Of all the trees, the 
oak, perhaps, nourishes the greatest number of di^ 
ferent caterpillars, as well as of difierent insects. 
Among others, the oak is inhabited by a large and 
beautiful beetle. This beetle frequents the oaJ^, pro- 
bably because that tree is inhabited by the greatest 
number of caterpillars. It marches from branch to 
branch, and, when disposed for food, attacks and 
devours the first caterpillar that comes in its way. 

When full grown, we caterpillars seek some re- 
treat, to prepare for an important change, ^m. from 
the soft caterpillar, possessing motion and feedbig 
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90 ToncdMudl^, to the hard dtirysalm, ^x.td Jnlii^Ye* 

9%, m4 BUfll^ed without food. The xetrbiit 4heit 

19 i^boeeti, mid the prtpoiradoit that iB made fer itlus 

impt^rtaat .chao^e^ vnry esseutiaUgr in difierent sfto^ 

Qied ; Aome telire to the s&dFtca-ed aituaiioiui of boiuie#« 

W9li», aiid oOIbt Jbuildili^ ; soibe buty themslBlteti^ in 

the ^omii;'ttaiBiti''WTkp Ihemsdinea tip fa leaves; 

ofli€fs i^ttaph idiemselyes to the istalks of plants; 

while oHmim again eat ii&to ihe stems of vegetaUea, 

OJC . tb^e rvtry.hrazt iof .trees/ aad fliere undergo theic 

nietwkatplioais^ AUhcmgh each kind 6f caterpfllajr 

^l^.a diff6KfintEetiaa;t/ycft.a^^ of the same speeiea 

flMk.we aame^ and adcqpt,the»same means of p^reaer^ 

viutton* l^ere we ^sposed in 'this place: to enter 

into.n«U9ntia6,jiee should discoirerinnnmcirkble proofs 

aftdesign^iwiBdQm^ and beneficeneeiii deselection 

that ea^ apeciea ^nstinetively makes for the pku^ 

oiit& abode. .Soch a& "axe to iie docmant all wintet> 

3eok; then^iinnthi of odr bonses^ or dig Iteir way into 

the ,graiHi(iC lielow the infliiaiGe of the expei^ted 

ft!osts» Such as are tb leave their prisons in a few 

we^ks^ >atod befi^re liie end of summer, roU them'* 

Sires ap in the Jeaies of those plants bn wUch 
ejr feed* .Nodat^pillar > that. is. tq remain iit; tb^ 
state of a/ chrysalis till the foilowiag snmnmrat^ 
taohfisr itself to. an annual j^lant; >aiid none 'that is to 
an^Y ottiits .winged state iri winter (wfaidi some few 
do^ is>6^^. found t^t upon ievergreens.' How.e^cact 
tb^. knowledge,, and yet .how.independeiit of expe^ 
rienee oritcaditipni.fo^ this office is never performed 
a seoond time by tb6 same individual, and no cater- 
pillar evccsaw its. parents, to deHve its information 
thence. 

.In»the'p]ieparation,«as we have termed it, which is 
iaMla.&ir. their .metaiQorphosis, caterpillars differ an 
mofib *as ip^their ^selection of a proper place. Soste 
at^ch.'theittBeiv^saibya thtead from their tails, and 
ar e su s pen ded perpendicularly ; while others, among 
wbicl;^ iajtiii^.owbit&« cabbage butterfly, by. another 
d 2 
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thread mmmk the body/ aire mispMded hmfsoiifid^f . 
The nlk-woim and sevenl oOiers wpin a <cottiptete 
eo^ering or case for ttieir bodies, some of teev ma- 
terials and less agglatinated togeAer than #tbe». 
Some caterpillars form a ball or nest of diC'moiild in 
wUeh ihey ure buried, glued togetiier bjr their saliva, 
and ffiDioothed within; and others fiMten two knt^^es 
together, or, carling its edges, unite two parts of the 
same leaf by threads and bands, and mas form a 
covering and safe retreat for themselves. After the 
animal has lain dormant its due time in the chry- 
salis state, the skin or shell bursts, and the perfetst 
insect, in its winged state, creeps ont, graduwy ex-^ 
pnds its wings, and, when they are diied^ becoues 
a gay inhabitant of the air. It now no longer eeeks 
to satisfy its hunger on the gross food tlMUt it 'do* 
▼oured when a caterpillar, but sips the nectar from 
the blossoms of Ihe flowers'. Having fulfilled the 
hf^entions of nature, they deposit their eggs with care, 
and, having thus provided for a future generation, ttie 
hmect terminates its short but brilliant i^ureer. '«JEb 
the ^position of their eggs, the parent buttsrffiBS 
and moAs display won&rful instinct in setoctii^ 
precisely such places as are best adapted to thets fb- 
tarey«mng; such plants, for instance, as will fuiaish 
Csod Itofr the new*bom caterpillars, and such parts of 
j^ants as are not likely to be lemoyed by dMsjr, ^or 
siidi as will be exactly in the required stage of ma^ 
tarity at the. time when the caterpillars ai» to be 
bom. Thus, a litde insect {tinea pomeiu) .laya its 
eggs in the blossom, that its caterpillar may feed oa 
tiM fruit of the apple; and several odiers act in tto 
same providait way. 

The papffimiaceous insects, in general^ soon sibBt 

their enlargement from the chrysalis, and osBuneidy 

dming tii^ ftrst flight, ^scharge some drops mS aved- 

colonred fluid, mote or less intense in dnotentspe^ 

^- - - ^ ■ — -. ■ ... . — ■* — ..-. 

* Dr. SkriwtUre'i £M*f j on KatnraLfiiiiiarjry vol. % p4 a 
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caes. IMicirowttstancekpecvliailjrimrlliyofjt* 
t&a/don, from tbe exjikmalioii which it affords of whtt 
^m been sometimes cottsidered^ both in anttent aad 
Bftodem times, in the lq;lrt of a pr0digy, tisr Hm do^ 
sco&t of red drops from the air, whioh has bocn caUed 
a shower of blood; an OT^dt recoided by seTCural 
writers, and particularly by Ovid, among the prodi* 
gies wldch took place after the- death of the gieat 
dictator. 

With threaftaing-rigoft tiie lowering AIm wm« SIM, • ^ 
And iaiigviiie drops firom morkj cl^id* dittiltoir • 

The. pnrple emperor fpapiUo iris) is the moMt 
beaotlfol and most interesting of our British bntier^ 
ffioik In his manners, as well as in the varying lustre 
of his purple plumes, says Mr. Hawortfa, he pos» 
sesses the strongest claims to our attention. 

It is in the month of July that he makes his ap* 
pearance in die winged state, and he invafiably Smb 
his throne upon the summit of some lofty oak, from 
ttte utmost qiiigs of which, in sunny days,i heper^ 
forms his aerial excursions. ' In these,' contmues 
Hiis wxitm-, ' lie ascends to a much greater dtevatioft 
than any insect I bare erer se^i, sometimes moun^ 
ing even higher than the eye can follow^ especially tf 
he happen to quarrel with another emperor, the mo- 
aardi of some neighbouring oak. . These insects 
nevi^ meet without a battle, flying upward all the 
whUe, and combating furiously with each other; 
after which th^y frequently return to* the identical 
Bpngsitom which they each ascended* The pufple 
empetor commences his aerial movements fircdn' ten 
181 twelve o'ctock in the morning, but doerinn p^* 
form his loftiest flights till noon; decreasing tbem 
i^korthis^hour «ntU he ceases to fly, about four in 
the aflenaoon.' 

Hie peacock butterfly Cp, loj, whose Vf^ga am of 
a breamishred colour, with black qpots, is suffieieal^ 
ly<cpmmon in;the simth of England, but extremal 
ly rare in the aiMPth* .The tortoise-shell butterfly 
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ihd mttftUl of Apiil, i$ ^i*e .of .ttie jpo^t cjo^iflicMi^ jr^4 
fit Jibe i»ft«e tui9l^ :th^ moat })^aii4;if^ .of thp J^t^ 
Jei^i4i9q^t««»:.;t^6 «ip(>^ wisiS^ are K«d, i^b4 m%l^^ 

The jBAjiajcme b}u^ Wtte^^fly ^. cymon) i^fimfig. 
SaoiqiKT t*toiii(ii»piece. 

S^eigsfty^^je^, s<i)in«^imes c^Ueiby tb^.titlp oibarivki^ 
motbs^ are chiefly seen in tibe evening. Tb^ name 
sphynx is wpji^ to the genius pji Mcp^ipt of the 
posture ajBsumed by t^ke lary^^ of ^eyeire^l of.the larger 
^^^ie^jt \vf\4ck ;8^e pften seen ix^. an attiti^de flipch 
J^fiWlftWiag.tbat qf ;ttie Egyptian Sp>iiii,:^Vfth .t^^ 
lH»Tparts elevfttedji find the rest of the bqdy^pi3^f4 
^y^j^^to^ttie £mxface« One of the mo^t el^a^it ^igeqt^ 
of this geRps is (the priyet-hawjk-niotiti (^phixux M^f^r 
i9^,'m^^\^^ nearly four incfies and .a. h^f^; %)m 
jjKJsag' s.&^A to yrm^^s end : the upper wings ,^ AC^jt 
tePrVncpJour, most elegantly varied or shaded \^tb 
dei^P^r.and l^g^ier streaks and j)^tches ;^eu»^r 
iwiilgs.Rfi4 body are of a fine rose cplqut^]yi£^:^ed<3pi^ 
jt^[fpp^y9r$e. bjafik stripes. T^pcaierp0ar, VWcfcii^ 
3!f^>J#«igp, 4s. smooth, ^nd of a fine green^i wiiii^^p]5g|i 
pb%w mirpje and whi^ stritt)es,slpng ^ach,§idft2 
sAS^Q extremity of tl^ebpdb^, or top pf fte,l^gA JQipfc 
is a Jiorn or process pointing backward^; i T^ 
JiHP|iiitifi}l.ca,terpilIar is often found in .^h^^flHjfnft^ 4rf 
Jjdy #nd August feeding on the privet^ the |ilaq, 1^ 
|Wi>P^ar,.anlispI^e other trees, and g^^^rallj^jpjg^aj^' 
to A^Tysalisija. August prSeptem^r, ^qttl[Wi<W 
jft^tj?u^psp.to. a considerable depjli I^eji^Ja tl^e 
5W:fai?e , pf ;^e ,grpund, and, after c^stipg its^ syn, 
^Sfi^nuip^ during tl^e wbple .winter in a Avmmt 
lita^e^ thei^phinx, eq^prgiiig from M }f\ ^^ mfif^^^^^^ 
June. 

v.* A»<Mier,.perl;^ps,. still more beaijtiful.^pect is the 
'Slfhmf^o^Uqta^M eyed l^ft\sf}t-moth, whi^ is KW^i^ 
paJfly found on th^ willoyicTtreci, ^ i^ p^fipct f^t§, in 
|tie iiiontt pf J^e; th§, upper ^/#gs,apd bg^y aye 
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hrovnBL, the former finely clouded ivitii difierent etbadeBs 
while the lower wings are of a bright rose-coloiir, 
each marked with a black spot 

The largest and most remarkable of the Britisk 
bawk-moths is the spkynx atropos or death^s-head 
bawk-moth. The upper wings are of a fine dark 
grey colour, with a few slight variegations of doU 
orange and white : the under wings are of a brighi 
orange-colour, marked by a pair of transverse blfuck 
bands : the body is also orange-coloured, with the 
sides marked by black bars : on the top of the thorax 
is a very large patch of a most singular appearance; 
exacdy resembling tbe usual figure of a skuU, or 
death's head, and is of a pale grey, varied with duU 
ochre colour and black. When in the least disturbed 
or irritated, this insect emits a striduloua sounds 
something like the squeaking of a bat or a mouse ; 
and from this circumstance, as wdl as from the mark 
abovementioned, is held in n^Qch dread by the v^gax 
in several parts of Europe, its iq>pearance being re- 
garded as a kind of ill omen, or harbinger of i^p* 
proaching fate. The caterpillar from which this car 
rious eqphinx proceeds, principally found on the po- 
tatoe and the jessamine, is, in the highest degree^ 
beautiful, measuring sometimes five inches in leii^^tb : 
its colour is a bright yellow, and its sides are marked 
by stripes of a mixed violet and sky-blue colour. It 
usually changes into a chrysalis in the month of 
September, and emerges the complete insect in Jane 
or July following: some individuals, however, change 
in July or August, and produce the moth in No^on*^ 
ber. The spUnx atropos is generally considered a 
very rare insect, and as the caterpillar feeds chie4]r 
by night, concealing itself, during the day, under 
leaves, &c., it is not often detected. Yet in some 
years (particularly in the autumn of 1804) it was 
found in so great abundance in some countries»«s 
to be very prejudicial to the potatoe^plants. 
The alteratipa of fonn wmch the whole of the 
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paj^aJOMOflottftiribe widergo, audi ia a purlaicml^r 
iMimer, the €liaiiget yuai described, of the getios 
sphinx, afford a subject «f tfie moat pleasioir ^oii- 
templotioh to the jbind of the oatiiraUst : and though 
adee|^y.pUlosophical flairey deoKUBstrates ibsA fliere 
is<no real or absolmte change produced iil^the iden- 
titf of the cieatare itself or thai it is in reali^ no 
oiner than the gradual and progrQ8si!ire.«vohitipii af 
partJEibefore ocmeealed, and which lagrmasqued under 
theibmrof an insect of a widelj different app^r- 
ance, yet it is jjoi^y: vieivBd ^ith the highest admira* 
tioiiy andj ereii genially acknowledged as^ ia the 
most lively mamier^ typical of the last eyeotCnl 
ehang^ if any regard is to be paid:io a siniilarity 
of names^ it should seem thatlbe antienta were suffir 
cdently struck idth, the.tmnsformations .of thist but-r 
tei%^ ami: it& temvar firom % seeming teBsporarj 
deadi/aift ta haTeconndered it asan eidbiem:of fthe 
soul; the Qreek word 4/t;%ii| signifyingi/both tbe^/soM/ 
andva' butterfly. iPfis is ^so confimied by tbeir^al- 
kgomal ^oidptnresi in: which the.biittiBrfly aotxm a,s 
aa^>eia&leini of imomrtidityi 

" 4f odferaoriatnraliats, unpiefssed wiftr ^.sasfEe idea» 
and laudably sbUcstons to opply it^ an- illostratloit 
of tibe awfuL mystory: ceveialedt in thia .&aca»d writings, 
Iia^e drawn tbeir^ eaiusions to it fit>nL' the: dormant 
condMidn of th^ papUionaceQas insBCls difiri^sl&eir 
state o£ > «bfysalis; and ; their, resnscit^tion >frqla it ; 
bttCthey 1iave> iii gqneral, linfoi^tanately.chosena spe^ 
oies ihe least prppecf or • the. purpnset,. vis^thpsglk* 
tl^dmt> an' adinudwihicfe neither «iidiM^0eiita»cbanges 
Under tiie surface of the ear^, nor; when emerged 
from its totnb, is it an ibsect of any remarfcidile 
'beauty;' but the larva or caterpillar of th^ 9ikti»4 
when satiated with tbe food attottedio iJt .durii^; 
4hat state, retires to a very ccmsiderable dp ptb be^ 
^eath the surface of the ground, where it diVesta it- 
self of all app^ataooe of its^former'statei; and.cei^ti* 
Mes bmira dnifiiig several' months; then ristia to 
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the 8i«faoe, bobA biMnff ftMt ilM dnioMMiit^its 
tonb^ comiiieiices a hA^ot fOimm,'9ac9Mp9mh 
tirdjrexaital, and of beauty ftomferior/Aa netl^ 
bebeheM'in^^mtiheliigheBtadiai^atiom Bfelnfllia 
aoimotoi' ffiintratton takm firmtf tM v^Mablaj^erid; 
so jnfalljr praised; as. best cUealatid wrfeofciU'av- 
pTekeDBom, 'mtist yield In 4bff force of its staaflitade 
to Ihat'dn^wn fironi the ttueolV {^> siaee Natdte ^ns- 
Ubit^iew nkeaolneiia thai can eqttal ao:woiid«rftil a 
tronafiirmatibn. 

^lK hdpless, crawling caterpHIar tnee 

nrotttHe int period i>flut reptlU fsic«. 

Clotti^^ iMaho^fiir, Od. tlie lQa% singr 

} UjisecD he wears hu .«Ueiit faoun away j 

tin satiate grown of all that life sapplies, 

Self-tatigfat the ^olmitary martyr diel. 

'Bleep unde^eati fiis^Arkliog coars^ ht bends^ 

4w) to tlie^lowb* a wittins «ut8t, detccndk 

There, loaf secluded in bis lonely eelly 

Forgets the siUi and bids the world farewel ; 

0*^r the wide waste the wintry tempests reign, 

And dKviiig 'snows nsnrp the frozen phdn. 

Jtt vaSa the tempest b<al% the whlri«iiid Mows ; 

Mo etorm^ can vioiate his gnvve'a i«pfif* 

Bat when revolving months have worn thei^ yay, 

.When smile the woods^ and when tl^e zephyrs pkyi 
, Ulien langhs the vivid world in summer's bloom, 
' Hebttfsts and flies triompbint from the toihb ; 

And i#lile bis new-bora beantiestbe daphyi^ 
. With cottscioos joy his allured fona iprveya. 

Mark/ while he moves amid the sunny beam, 
* '0*er his soft win^ the varying histre gleam. 

lamndied Uito air, on' purple plumes he soars, * 

Qgf Natore^ face with, inm ton gUnoa explarea ; 

Proad of ha ^rioui beaatiet wi^gs his wpy, 

And spoils the fairest flo Vrs^ liimself more Air than they ! . 

And deems ipeakman the future promise vain, 

When womu can die, aind glorious rise again ? 

ttusaAw.* 

AnKmg (be m^^tbs (f^UentB), the most remarkable 
of the British d{>ecies are the clothes-moth/ the sera-^ 
^eOtr and the brown-tail moth. 

*■ a I . II . I I ■ I f» fin' • I • I till 

>; Seo Dr» SbaWft;Z<^oi7» /MWQia, vol, i, p. Si& 
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The Ufltorjr.irf .the cfatiiM-dBodi fpAakena ok 
««rcileUa^ is extenely canons. The ef gs aw < 
yoaited by the pareat moth oa sDch sab^aaceo 
idUfuxaish food for the yetnabora progeny; 
woollen cloths, fiirs^ &c. and on those in paiticidkr 
which Me neglected, and in dark andiatorbed placec*. 
The ^ong caterpillar no sooner qaits the egg, than 
it bei^ to fowa its covering. It first spias afin^ 
coating of silk around its body, and tben attachM to 
it small pieces of the wool or far, which it baa cmt 
off by means of its scissar4ike teeth ; these are fast- 
ened together by other threads of its own spinsung-, 
until it has fonned a cylindrical covering, in which 
it ever after lives. It is open at both ends, and 
large enough in the middle to allow of its turning, so 
that it can pat oat its bead for food at either extre* 
mity of the case. It lives entirely on the sabstance 
where it was bom ; and when it shifts its place, with 
its head and fpre feet protruded, it drag^ its covering: 
after it When the caterpillar is somewhat increased 
in balk, and finds its case too small, it sets about 
onlarging it with admirable skill. To lengthen it, 
the Uttle workman begins by adding first to tlie 
silken lining, and then covering it with woqI, as he 
had done in making it; and this he always does at 
both extremities. To widen it, he slits the case 
lengthways firom die centre to one extremity, and fills 
it up with a new layer; he then does the same on the 
lather side of the case ; and proceeds, lastly, to the 
same process from the centre to the other extremity. 
All this may be beautifully elucidated by removing 
one of these insects to cloths of different colours, 
at the time when he is enlarging his case. The in- 
sect changes to a chrysalis in this covering, and the 
moth appears in August, It is small, and of a lead 
or dirty white colour, spotted with black. The most 
certain means of destroying this very noxioas insect 
is, to expose the goods to Uie fumes or vapoar of oil 
of turpentine, or to brash them with a brush dipt into 
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te* ofl^ IMacco ftomi ^till destroy tbem, tmt not 
so onrtafaijr. Seplettber and October ore tiie seasons 
for^aktag tteee means to destroy llieni, as the larraa 
tfe tkm youngs and many of them not cased. 

TI»'sermiBUa tnoth in its cateipfllar state, rery like 
ttait we han^ jnst described, is often fonnd on pear^ 
tte^i ki great nmnbers. The best method of remov- 
mg^ttis aaofli is to watch tiie time of its appearance, 
aiid^ a0 it rests amoi^ the lea^res by day, to waflhttie 
tines weU with a garden engine. 

The btown-tail moHi (pkahena or bombyx ptuedr- 
rtei^/, so common in ^gland, as to be fonnd every 
yete ia connd^rable abundance, made its appear*- 
ance in snch great farce in the years 1780, 1781, and 
iraS, that eighty bushels of them were collected in 
one day, in ^e parish of Clapham, for fbe pnrpose 
of be^ burnt. They were chiefly found on the 
hawttom, oid:, elm, blsbckthom, rose-trees, brambles, 
and fruit trees. 

It is curious to observe the eddies which small 
insect, and indeed all of the moth kind, describe 
aroimd a lif^t in the evening, and almost impossible 
to guess what attracts them so powerfully to their 
own rum. A modem author says. 

Why flutter so? why, foolish, ran to death 
Inetitubte, in tiie periSd blase 
Ofyoaderrnntdafal lamp ? Does love prompt ilwe 
tJnder these lofty walls to rove, and seek. 
Through evening shades, thy carbuncle-eyed m«te, 
As learned sages tell? or, by the light 
Spiddenfy danled, hastthoa lost thy way 
To groves and meadows, where to lead, nnsaeo, 
A «4«r lift? or does thy little mind, 
With greater prcyects swolKn, dare to explore 
This burning Etna's mysteries ? So did 
Empedocles, and in the flames expired. 

Obdjm IV. ^NEUROPTER A; 

Opnen<i0H¥higed insects, have four naked membra- 
naeeoiM wings, but' no stings ; and they iBffer from 
thelaiit ofAer, as their wings are without the minute 
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fifli^ ^d ihe jiArjK^^MiiM^ ¥c^mf to tiiis oider. 

frbioi aU.atber ,m9^ts. .Tb«ir larvae liire ia ilratM: 
kVSk^Q, ^rth and clay seem to tfe tbeir mky noutish- 
VfSDt)Sqvthacw ^y^r^ji the time they c^nsame^in pv6- 
l^^icmg. four their cfha^ge^ vnhicb is* imrfbiBied m a ftfW 
i»<MaeB te > '/if^heifUTW^ wbea ready to qnittfaaid^ 
i:l«e(i/to the surface of ^e water, and, gfiWrag' in- 
stantaneously rid of its skiiij beqpiaes a ehrysaliii. 
.This cft^w/M^ ^faished witfi^wings^ ^lUch it msikes 
fsa,, p^4q iiiy tp the nearest tiee or wall ; aa4 there 
jbeiOing/it in th^rsamerffioment quits a second skin, 
^d beeomect a perfect JEphemera. In this state all 
jtoe speqies live but a recy 3bort time, s#aie ofjHittBat 
sc9^Qeiy\kalf an iwwr, baying Moi^ butaned^Jto 
perform than: tha.t of cantmuing the. race, \they are 

called the iiuects pi a day ; but very few of them 

ever see the light of the sun, being produced after 
i9]inset^ dixring the £|hoft nights o£ summer, and dying 
ififng before ttie dawn. All their eqjoymenAs^ there^ 
. fpfe,seem confined entirelytotheic larva state. 

For an account of the <{ra9m*jlfy rand the pftry- 

ganea or spring-fly, see T.T. for 1880,. infroduclum, 

pp. xxxix-xli. 
The slender-bodied dragon fly (Ubelbda virgo), 

fig. 4, in ow Frontispiece, is very connnon in sta^* 

nant waters and rivulets. 

Order V.-^HYMENOPTERA, 

Or four-winged insects,, with stings ; induding the 
gall-insects, ichneumon, hornet, wasp, bee, ant, he. 

The greater part of the species of gall-insects 
(cynips) are produced from eggs deposited by the 
parent injects in the trader ImncbcNi, or upon the 
leaves, of trees, in the spring of the year; others 
.live ccmcealed among the leavfsa, and some aie heed 
in the bodies of other insects. The faU-iil9ect9> 
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whkk depoift their bggs iatbe brttocdiei or lettvM 
of trees^ plaee tkem in a smndl? hoUow whteh Ihty 
fom bijF metas of an iiuiCnioieit «t tbopotftoiior j^aii 
of ibeir body. Each ^fg is iudlo^ibe S|pot hf>m 
kinA of glu^y mattarwitti ifdiieh it iseioverea^ TiM 
jttioeft of die leaf or steet' overflow by .flie small vtm^ 
9ei» .wbkh toe oj^^aed ih IhiB ppenttion/ and^tbai 
forta a pJl <dr texcr^scence^ in wbUfa the egg becoiUM 
iacloaiedi When the^larva is hatehed, it fiidsaroond 
it fbe food that is necessary for its sabsistsnoe. U 
gnaws «d Uyos apon die siibstanoe of dH) gaH^ 
whi0l|^<»eaanst^ in bidk and eonsistsniBe) in frnj^ot'^ 
deal as its interiot is tbasdestvoyedv Some of ^esiH 
galls ha^e> in their iinterteri eaibdr only oa« caTky 
m Which many lasvao are inclosed ta^ettiery ofiptny 
smaUcaTities>. having a^cdnuadnicatiba wilh each 
otheil; soteeihav^emaiiyisbparat^icaTittea;' alidoflieni 
hafe pwiy onejcatifyy ^ibh is/oecttpi)dd by«a soli^ 
tary inaoct When the larVas hara^ attained ibst/k 
ftUgroi^th^.sofflie of the species^ e»l 'their, ^nay oat^ 
and dtojp^iuptaDthe. eaorth, in i/nfaid^ dudy 4)0t]rtbemM 
selyes^iS^id.tfaiere undergd. dwdir m^ambt{)tif»s^ ; tokA 
odieisr. are trani^omied:withih- the ^% > add leave 
diem only as perfect inseets.i The spel^ies of ground 
fi^.&nd die oaArfaaTe each^ a peficaliav gall^ins^ct, 
c^gikehomalisy and.c« quimsu^fohi, di6latter,app)gai!<« 
log not unlike a rose -bad when-befUming to bloW '. ' 
. Some of the species of the genus i^^nrA^^rfa or saw 
flsr>^ by liieaiis p£ araio Much th^y posMs, deposit 
their eggs inr^die fnicbvf'flmoersi while odwrs insert 
diieni into the' twiga of trees or sfanibti^ The goose<*> 
b^rt tree m.W'S^ (i^ grtisaularimy mak^s gr^al ha- 
Todt anong iba favoarite plants; bttt* its sluggish 
aatufe sendmikig it an easy prey to bitds^its de^as^ 
tattcMSsi aramteriaHy dioninaisbed. 

.1lM^folie4rae has;£dso its Miihifedo: tb« Isttiale 
atay bsiisasn in a fine shiismer nioraing^ about tto 
o'clock, raohing^: with ea^em^sa otter all tbabvanch^s 

^ , : : — . -T'' "j.--— — -L-.i-j M ■ ■ 111 iMii I ja i w 'ii ^ 

' The excrescence vulgarly deuominateid oak-apple^ is th^ lyork of 
aninsMof thegehus cy^ips. i ,.* t. { - 
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•f tile roge^.and generally selecting that. which m 
9ear tbe extremity of the principal steau . Here she 
4nakes a& openinie: with her borer^ and, when she con* 
8i<krs.tbe. hole of a jHroper su5e> deposits an c^g in 
tiie cavity. Sbtd then remains perfectly quiet for 
sona minntes, with the borer still in the hole ; after 
this^paose.ahe partly.withdraws the instrument^ and 
in the act emits a frothy liquor which fills the cavit]r« 
The use of this liquor is not well understood, but, 
as SQon as it is emitted, the insect wholly withdraws 
her borer, to repeat tl:^ operation m another place* 
Of these holes, she will mtOLe from four to twenty hw 
the side of each other. That part of the rose-branch 
where the. deposition has been effected begins to 
turn brown on the fcdiowing day, and the wounds tt 
has received begin to rise and increase in convexity 
£rom day to day, till in due time the inclosed egg 
gives birth to a larva, which bursts its green covw* 
ing to seek its food on the surface of the rose-leail 
The larvae of the tenthredines bear a str<mg resem- 
blance to caterpillars, but have a greater number of 
feet. They inhabit different trees according to their 
species ; and some of them exhibit in tiieir economy 
peculiarities deserving of notice '. 

Instinct leads the different species of thetcAn^c- 
man to provide for their future progeny in a manner 
distinct from each other. Some lay their eggs in the 
crevices of walls ; others insert their long borers 
into the clefts of trees, and there deposit Aeir bur-* 
then ; while a third division, and that the most singu- 
lar in the adoption of its object, singles out an un- 
lucl^ caterpiuar, and the female ichneumon, plung- 
ing her long tube into its body, introduces egg after 
egg, and,, notwithstanding all the attempts of her 
victim to rid itself of its tormentor, contwues her 
operation till her whole stock of eggs is deposited. 
7be numerous, larv», which originate in the body 
.of the .caterpillar firom the eggs thus laid> and which 
.**i»rf""^"^^~"^'^ III III I I ■■ I • 1 1 II ««™«^^— "^ 

* Wood's linnean Genera of Insects, vol. ii| ppt 45, 46, 
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KtIs afc Its ^i^tfse, Idad feed oh its finibstanice, do 
not, ad <)Ji« Migbt r^adonably suppose^ destroy the 
afiitnal diVectl^r, but, iDfeirefti!ly avoiding the imme*- 
dialiB dtd^tmctien Of that, #hibh woiiUl lit the sanlfe 
time bid dfettth t6 theliisblv^d, Uiey I'edve fto Yita! 
parts ^d piihcipal vii^era antohcbed, feeding^ only 
on «iat fetty snbstahce with wWoh the body of the 
caterptftatiisplehtifiilly^ provided. - This substance 
fuirhfdlibs nourishtaieiit enOugfh for the larvae tb exist 
till they haVo attained thfeir fUl! size ; ^ftnd when they 
are ready fOr their utoal transformation they pierce 
flie 6kin Of the catferj^illair With their teteth, aiid, creej[>* 
faigr otA in vairioud jdlaoes, st>in themselvtes a silken 
covteriiii^, ih which fliey j^Ass thochrysalis state. In 
the mean time %'e laiigmd and shrivelled catierpillar, 
wifft iti^ body like a sieVe, aftet having yielded all 
its substance to its parasitioal companions, is in a 
short tinie telibVed from its silflFerings by death'. — 
Thfe itti^bts of this '^eims ate, for the most prfrt, rc- 
matkabld fof the cotitibued vibt^ition of their atitennce. 

What has been Said of the ichnetimon will apptjr. 
for the most part; td the chrysis ;^eit habits and 
in€ta\iiO¥pho^ii$' biBin^ inuch the ^ame. Th<» chrysetsi 
are, however, fkr more beatitiful insects, and are Ifi 
geneiiil diistingttished by the most brilliant metttllie 
colonrS. They Hre ^^erierally seen In the hottei^t part 
of a Hummei' Ahy flyitig about waHs, or near decayed 
wood, in the crevices Of which the female deposits 
her eggs. Thfeit movements are lively, and theit 
ffight rapid. The ffoldeii chry^ (c. ignitdyis repre*- 
&ehU& in fig. & of OvifFfoht&piece. 

Of the maiiiiers of the dand-wasp (sphexsabntosci), 
coinmbil in soihe countiies of England, but rarely 
seen near '^th'e metropolis, Mr. Ray furnishes the 
following burious anecdote. * I observed one of 
fheffl,'-says'hd, 'dragging a green caterpillar thrice 
its own siise. ' It Itiid this down near the moUth of 
abtirrOw tHdtit hadinad6in the ground: then, ite- 
movibg a little ban of earth virith which it had'co* 

e2 
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vered Ok^, orifioe^ it first wwt down itself, a&d, ailMr 
stftying a shoit time, retnmed, and, seuniig tbec^lw- 
pillar ai^iin^ drew it down also. Leaving the cater* 
pillar .there, it came np again, and, taking some litde 
glbbnles of eartk^ rolled them one by one into the 
burrow, scraping the dast in at intervals with its 
fore*feet^ in the manner of a dog; thus altematelsr 
roliiag in pieces of earth, and scraping in dost, tftt 
the b^e was foil ; sometimes gomg down (as it seent^ 
ed^ in order to press down tibe earth; and once or 
twice flying to a fir-tree which grew near, perhaps 
for the puq[Kise of getting tnrpentin^ to ghieit dows^ 
and make it firm. The hole bdng fiUed, and eqnattod 
with Ae supo^des of the earth, that its mtraape 
might not be discovered, it took two fir-leaves that 
were near, and laid them by the month, most pifo* 
l^aUy to mark the place/ 

Q( th^ wasp (vespa), Mr. Wood fomishes ns wMb 
jt iioccjinct but pleasing description. Wasps bnild 
their upright oval nests of bits of wood and gine. 
T^ males are raiployed to collect the wood fimn 
the^Qianies of windows, and from old posts and mils. 
They nse their strong jaws to cut the wood, and carry 
away the saw-dust with their feet, making it into a 
mass at the nest, with a glutinous liquor viiiich faJIs 
from theu* moufli. The nest is twelve inches or 
more in diameter, and is formed of several horisoa-^ 
tal stages of hexagonal cells. The substance of 
the ne^t, after being kneaded and woiked by the 
industrious inhabitants, is verv like coarse whitaih- 
brown paper. In each cell the female deposits an 
egg^ which is hatched into a larvae or maggot. Tiiese 
larvae are fed by the labouring wasps with a kind 
of honev, but very inferior to that of tiie ccMunmi 
bee. The mothers attend to fliem with the greatest 
assiduity, and it is interesting to observe with what 
activity tiiey visit the cells one after another, feed- 
ing each larva as they go along. When the larvaa 
W^ become large enough to fill their respective c^ 
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fimf ckMw op the moatii by spimuBg a ruj ftie 
syken web, pass ii^ the cbryMlis stated and, aflar 
a c^rtaia pmod, Giiiei|;e in tbclr {lerfect form* Hie 
malm bave no 8ting> and are net nomeioiis ; the fe- 
Bolea ace bat very few^ hot the neutral or labooriny 
was{ia aboand, and compose nearly the whole <3f 
every awana. They lay up no store of honey for the 
wiatec» and moat of them perkh in the cold season. 
The few that sanrive lay the foandation of a new 
colony in the sirring, which, by Oe month of July, is 
raised to a foil and healthy swarm*. The remedies 
re^auniended at p. lyi, in the case of ttie bee, will 
be fimnd equally efficacious in alleviating the pain 
occasioned by title sting of the watp and tiie hornet. 
This last insect (v. crabro) is considerably larger 
tbstst the common wasp, bui on a digfal inq>ection, 
very similar in appearance and colour: it makes its 
nest in the trunks of hollow trees, and is not found 
in Scotland, though common enough south of the 
Tweed. Its sting is extr^aely painful. 

Of the habits and economy of the bee fapi$) we 
bave^ at vamMis times, in our previous volumes, 
given many pleasing illustrations. The practical 
mamagemmt of this insect, a subject which has been, 
till of late, but ill-understood, and yet of the last 
UDportance to those who reside in the country, and 
who, either from motives of amusement or of profit, 
imh to trnd^staud thoroughly the best method of 
keeping an apimry ; such persons we beg to refer to 
^MWudedition of Hr. Jbnnimos's Famii^y Oy- 
CJUOPismA, article B&£, which we regret we have not 
space to transfix to our pages. This really ta^icl 
work is not onlv a complete Code of Umihf Infor* 
matiem, but is rertUe of curious and ordinal matter 
on subj^ts of Natmral Hisiory^. 



' See Time's Telescope for 1820, Introduction, pp, xlii, xliii. 
* Cons alt also * Haber on Bees,' translated by ut. Jf. R. Johnson, 
\%W»f > O it ^ A ad liere w« mitf t u«t omit to Bame, far tli4 advantage 
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' Reu^y for the Sting of the JBtee.— Thfe stings of 
feces lire more tinileBt than evfen those of >9rsis^p, koA 
ftre sometimes atttoded with violent effects. As'tlle 
•stingy is barbed, it is generally left in thewomid. — 
' /When a person is stung by a b^e, the sting should Ite 
Idstantly^ extracted. The wound should be sticked, 
^d afterwards Washed witii cold water, or still 
•better wift salt and water; then apply a liriJiH^eiit, 
Cohsisting of two parts of blive ofl, and one part of 
Volatile ^dkall (i. e.), spirits of hartshorn, liqtidf of 
timmoiiia, or ^al volatile (^aromatic spiiit of aixiteo- 
Hia), wMchever may happen to be at hand. At tike 
isaine thne, five, or eveii ten drops of eith^t df file 
iasit inentioned ammoniacal preparations, ma^'bb 
"Hven internally in a little orange-rflower walet; or 
Other agreeable fluid. Even if the stiUg ha^ iibt Wikfh 
Extracted, the liniment should be used. An apj^li- 
bation of goulard-watevy or a cold satin-nitae poul- 
tice, has been sometimes effectual. A solution bif 
indigo in water is a simple, but said to bb an expe- 
Sitious remedy. Honey and oil have also* been tilled 
wifli advantage. Tbwdered chalk Mxed with water 
to flfie consistence of a paste, and rubbed for a ¥few 
minutes on the part stimg, has not only been fcrund 
effectual for the cure of the stings of bees, but klso 
those of wasps and gnats.-^/enntn^s'i JPUmily Cfy- 
clop^ditty art. Bee-sting. 

The instinct and economy of the ant* (formtaj 
are scarcely less wonderful flian fliose of the %ke ; 
to these we have several times alluded in tiie fb'nder 
volumes of Time's Tielescope: want of space aldne 
compels us to confine our attention to some few 
anecdotes of its ingenious and indefatigaMe labours, 
fee result of some observations by an emineiit na- 
turalist. Every anf s nest has a straight h6le leading 

of onr young frieods, a pretty trifle in the shape of a little Poem^ en- 
titled tile JUonOreky of the Beety illustrated by Note^, exhibiting some 
Q^the most remarkable circumstances in the history of this wonder- 
fhl^insect. 
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into it.about tiie deptk of half an iach^ which afloi* 

wards Tons sloping downwards to the public magir 

liae, where the grains tbey c<dlect are stored up: 

this is a differ^it place from that. where they rest and 

eat. Their com being kept under ground, wiU sho^t 

and grow, did they not prevent it by biting out the 

gennea or bud befoi^ they lay it up ; but this ttMqr 

constantly. do ; for if their com be examined,, no bod 

will be found therein, nor if sowed in the earth will 

it ever vegetate : were it, however, to. lie oontinuaUy 

in the ground, , the moisture would occasion. it to 

swell and rot, and make it unfit for. food. But these 

inconveniences they find means to remedy by their 

vigflance and labour in the following manner: they 

gather very small pajrt^cles of dry eturth, which they 

bring out of. their holes every sun-shiny, day, and 

place them in the heat. Every one of &em brin« 

in her mouth a particle of this earfli, lays it by the 

hole, and then goes to fetch another; so that in the 

space of a quarter of, an hour a vast quantity of sudi 

onaJl particles, of dried earth are heaped round the 

hole. Their com is laid upon this eartti when under 

ground, and covered with ttie same : when these par? 

ticles of earth are brought out, they fetch their oom 

likewise, and place it round this earth, making two 

heaps about die hole, one of dry particles of earth 

and the other of grains of com ; IsUt of all, they fetch 

out the remaind^ of their dry earth whereon the 

com was laid. They never go about, this w<»k unrr 

less the. weather be cl^r, and the scm very hot„ but 

whmi both are fiivourable they perform it almost 

everyday. 

The. author of this account had found a nest o| 
ants in a box of earth, standing out from a wind^w^ 
two stories high; whence they made excursions both 
upward to the top of the house, where somLe.iCpm lay 
in a garret, and downward into a. gaiden which 
the wmdow overlooked. The situation, itf this nest 
obliged, them to go up or down a great way before 
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Ikef crald poKfiibly meet wifth tmy ttilng'; MtlM 
fmmA, notwiftistftiiding^ tbftt none of theiii ever re^ 
tamed etnpty^ Imt every one brought agrain of whetit^* 
rye, or oats^, a small seed^ or even a particle of Arf 
Mrtb, if Botibing eke eoidd be got Some trayeUed 
to thd flulher ei^ of the garden, and with prodigidos 
hlb^lif brought beavy loads from thencb; It rc^nlretdt 
four hours, ai» he learned by frequent o^bdervatitAi, to 
carry a pretty large grain or seed from the middle, of 
Ibe garden to 4]ie aest, and he computed therefrom 
Hiat eetk ant works as hard as a man who shall carry 
a hedvy load twelve miles a-day. 

The; pains* these ants took to carry grains of com' 
up €t wall to tiie second story, climbiD^ all Ae way 
Wlfli ihelr heads downwards, must be e^ic^eedioi^ 
^iMt. . fhejr weariness was s&t^n hf their frequent 
jM^ps hi th^^nkost eouveiDiilBnt places; and iffoine ap* 
peared io fatigued and spent, that they could not 
n^fichtheit journey's end; in which case it Was ccta-^ 
ttiicm to S^e the istrongest ants, which had carried 
bcim^ thetr load, come down again and help them*^^ 
StffMtiines they were ^ unfortunate as tb fall doWn 
Witii Aeir buyttosn when ju^t in ^gbt of Home: when 
ail»4iappkned tbey seldom lost their <^otA, hxd carried 
Itu^a^ain. ; . . 

I He saw one, he $ays> of the smallest ant&^arryin^ 
a Iarg0 grain of wbe^ with ineredible palbs : when 
dif^ came to theboK whete the nest was, she add be» 
iMid together tumbled back toe the gr^tiuH. Going 
A&WB to Ic^ok^fdt ber, be found ^lie had recoVered 
the graiii, and WQs ready to climb up again. The 
same misfortune befel her three times, but she nevei> 
ht ]go lier iio]d> iior was discbma^d; tiil at last 
Iter strengdi failing, ahe was forced to ^top, ated 
another ant assists her to carry home her Idad tof 

tbepubMe^^wtock; < - ^ 

<- HoW'^wondeiful is the sagacity of thelseioseeta f 
Ifow eoiy^nvendiible their care, dilig^fce> and laboatl 
how gemroati fbefr assistance of ea^h ^tti^r for tto 
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fi«mce of tfe^ cciMiMuiitjl how nobk ikm poUic 
vurtipe, wbicb ii nowriKigtocted &>» the sidu) of pa* 
vate interest 1 In all these things fhey deaenre omr 
notice and imitation. — For an account of the extra* 
ordinary ArchUectiure qf the Ant, as weli aA for many 
other intecesting particnlars of this insect^ we reftr 
to Hub0r on Ants, translated by Dr. J. lL.Mmson, 
12mo, 182Q. 

OrpzrVI.—DIPTJERJU 

These are two-winged insects having two poisers 
or balancers instead of under wings. Oad-ftie^, 
gnats, d^i flies in general, belong to wis order. 

These insects beiri^ furnished wiikh a kind of gim^ 
blety are enabled to pierce through the tough hide of 
liomed cattle, and to deposit their eggs in the backs 
of the animal ; some species also lay their eggs in 
the nostrils of sheep, while others deposit them in 
places from which ue larvae as soon as hatched caci 
be conveyed into the intestines of horses*. 

The crane-flies Itipulcs) are common in our pas- 
tures from the commencement of spring until the 
beginning of autumn : they have a great yesemblancfs 
to gnats,, but differ from them by their expanded 
wings and the want of a long proboscis. Tjie mea- 
dow crane-fl^^ or long legs {t. oleracefl), a!|ithougb 
very destructive to the roots and tender shoots qf 
plants, is devoured in great numbers by rooks, jack* 
daws, starlinesj* lapwings, apd other "birds. The 
yellow-striped tipula forms ^jr. 6 in our Frontispiece. 

The wheat-fly {t tritici), twelve of wbicli^ have 
been observed at one time laying their eggs in a 
sinjfle ear qf^ whcjaf, would soon become of ^erious 



« For some curious information on this subject, consult Mr, Bracy 
ClmfJ^B Tretai$e <n the B^Uof Hctms and other Anvmah^ 4to, 1815. 
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injiury to mankuid, were not tiieir race' hspt f f tdiiit 
-due bounds by sev^al nati»ral eDemies, partievlariy 
tile ichneumon tipolaB. 

Hie well-known Gaffer Long-legs, so Ireqnenfly 
seen in booses in the auttunnal evenings, flying' 
about the flame of the candles, and oftm perishing^ 
jn the blase, is the L rivasa, one of iim laifer specks 
of this genus. 

The tribe of ^Jes(m«sC€8) presents many curieus 
species. The common flesh-fly ^m. vomitoria/ is a 
viviparous insect, depositing its young, in a livings 
state, on the meat in our shambles and larders. The 
rapid multiplication of the fly is thus calculated 
by Leeuwenhoek. ^ Let us suppose that in the be- 
ginning of June there shall be two flies, a male and 
a fern^e, and the female shall lay 144 eggs, which 
eggs in the beginning of July shall be changed into 
flies, one half males and the other half females^ 
each of which females shall lav the like number of 
eggs ; the number of flies wil) amount tp 10,000 : 
and supposing the generation of th^m to proceed in 
like manner another month, their number will then 
be more than 700,000, all produced from one couple 
of flies in (he space of three months.' The Hessian 
fly (m. papilionis) is very destructive to wheat and 
rye, and has occasionally been a source of great 
alarm to our agriculturists. The cheese-fly (iri. jpti- 
tris)^ well kpown to housewiyes under the name of 
hopper y deposits its eggs in the crevices or holes of 
the cheese, whence those numerous maggots tbi^t 
so much amuse us by their agility find surprising 
leaps. One of these insects, not a quarter of an inch 
in length, has been known to leap out of a box six 
inches deep. 

The tabanus tribe produces some insects which 
are extremely troublesome to animals ; they also oc- 
casionally annoy their lord and master by stickiog to 
and stinging his leg^. The gnat {aUex) we Mve 
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abwd^ -deacithed^rimiiMtiise midtitiides of tbem^ 
siAciciitte dmAen the aif) hwe, sometimes^ been 
obsenred in England. 

The spider-ffies {Uppobasca) inhaMt M-oodd and 
maraby ^aces; the fotnt-fLy (A. e^tctna)'! fonnd in 
abimdaiice in the New Potest in Hampshire^ and in 
se^end other parts of England, is particnlaily tor-- 
menting to the noble animal after which it is named. 
So l^id and tongh aie the skins of these determined 
blood-suckers, thatit is almost impossible, by crash- 
ing, to kill them; and the only eflfectual m(^e of de- 
stroying them is by tearing off their heads. Forest 
flies are OGcasionally foond npon catUe ; and in open 
coontties even npon dogs. 

Order Yll.—APTJSRA, 

Or insects wittiout wings, in both sexes. This 
order comprehends all kinds of spiders, the Kce of 
different aniinals, and also lobsters, crabs, shrimps, 
&c., which last are all of the genus cancer. The omi- 
nous companion of the trne death- watch, referred to 
at p.xiLiy, is flie termes pulsatorium, which belongs 
to this older, and is of a greyish white <;oIour, much 
resembling the oommon louse; it is found in dry 
wood, or in books not often used. It has an oval 
body, with long antennee ; funs with great rapidity^ 
and, like its congener, shuns the light. Some ento 
mologuits have described it as the pediculus of old 
wood« The writer has, with his companions, fre- 
qn^idy witnessed the alarming Itibours of this puny 
insect, giving its responses to a noise, imitated by 
strildng leisurely with the nail on a glass half filled 
with liquid, or placed on a marble slab, to lessen 
tiie daiptmatt o4' the sound. Sometimes the insect 
would mddi^ly stop his ticking, but instantly re- 

> See iliite** T«lewope for VSaO, Introduction, p. xHx ; and Mr. 
Wood's exceU«|it lUustratlons before noticed, toI. ii, pp. 94*97. 
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SWI0 hto 9etQ ^ra wmicfciny the utmui, 'wid<di> it 
qontiai^ fm- « conaid^niiile time^ Tbe noinid was 
Aill as loud^ bat more regular ilMtti tibe ticking of & 
vatclw It WW coifectly aaoflrtidiied inptoo^ti from 
a pictOEf bancwg in Uie roam, ^idieiioe the maad 
iKOnldcQiitiiUie to be dktmetly emitted, if tiie pic-^ 
tiir^i WM lai4 €01 the ttUe or cbair> imd distiirted as 
littb f^ posftible tn HiA moving^ Om a ifi&tf eaxeAQ 
Q«aiiiii\atiaf)j no ottieir inaeot wacr discorered btrt^lM 
termM$ pul$at0rHm, tkeM being vary nmaeroiu ; and 
the ob^FfHT wa0 Miprieied that th«e was not a cbo* 
ma of thi^tkiok^^ msio. 

lUia «etK spMad oot by ipUers, to oateh their mi-* 
wary prey, are composed of similar matertala to the 
silk of the silkworm, and are spnn from the animal's 
body nearly in. the same way. How aartfnlly they 
are contrived, and how cunningly the spider larks 
u^ai^^n, but contiwi^y watches the approach of Its 
pr^y, must so often have been the sabjeet of obaer^ 
vatu>n and admiration, as to m^e angr description 
uanecesaary* 

.Th0 common house-spider (ormnM demesHea), 
%. 7 in omr Frouti^iece, belonga to a numerous and 
W^U-known genus, the tenror of mady and the aoti* 
patby of alL It is a proscribed face^ which w» thmk 
ourselves entitled to destroy whenever we have ma. 
opportunity, from feeliags of disgvist> tt^ther than 
ftpm the o^^eration of reasiMd. This filing seems 
implanted as it were in our natnre, from which even 
the naturalist is not wholly exempt ; and it lends, lo* 
gether with other causes, to dheck the nmlttpliQation 
ofaninsect which would otherwise heccone by £ar 
too numerous* The eight eyes with which iiie spider 
is provided are fixed points, disposed in & different 
ord^r in different species, Insmnrndi tlntt suHmmts have 
taken advantage of the circiuustance, to.dividft the 
genud into families. They are hard, smooth, and 
brilUaat^iind are always placed on the bead, L s. be- 
fore, the tw4> oblique lines which are seen between 
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might furis^ QrQm 4ieir want of moliDB ii 
by tfaair hiiibJ^ Mid pMitioii» wkich is well caloo- 
laM to camprobeod o^oiy ^ w eompiitiUQ witt Ike 
wmitoorMfatroftliewiMd. TlKre is Mttlo 4#oM 
that the q^id^. coq iijoct o tbooiimmui liquor ibIo. tbe 
wound imde witli it^ fiwgff* InrtanCOT, and thoao 
rdated by. Mljw» .of cieiUtf hono occoned^ of ia^ 
flaittiisitJ^ moocediiig tho bite of a apidor on tto 
humaskbody. 

the £|iii^ sfidaf laya aimmbar of ogga^ of wUafc 
she ta)(^ the grmt^at eaire^ aa wril. aa of the yonog 
lAw they ^a bahKshod» ea^poaiag haiaelf to every 
hangar vrliw it hiacomaa naceaaary to dated thon. 
At atli^c tim^s apidiurs.are wtaty fecfffol, and fly wiA 
ptaeipttatioii.wbanavaf tbey luro approadnd; but if 
by «ny cJhanoa> whflo the famalo ia Gairying bee lilflo 
onea oo b^ bacfc^ one of Hum ahould feJl ofi; At 
would rather perish than abaadon it» and will wait 
witfr j|li»iKM^ tiU nil danger bo passed^ after which 
Hi^ yoiniK €rm^ will if^noimt, and the motihar confthrao 
h^ joaipay» 3bo ia deYOtad to hei egga^ which aha 
aaTer abradona^ If tbey aie taken teaahfir^ aha 
Mhibitii the rgnpf^^ degree of inqaietadc^ moving 
aboi|t wi(jbi jrapidity fi^^m pkca to place in aeamh.of 
th^m: if Hmg are reatofod^ ahe attiea themrwilh pm- 
cipitation» aiid iiana off aa faat aa poaaiUa. Thi^ 
foodo^^a of the j^pideia for their young ia the aunre 
feaiaijiiible^ aa tt^y lore a aoUtary raoe^ appearing to 
a^aid Mid b^ Ibeir feilowa»; and eTea dotmiring 
aUDh ^^tb^ YihefK tbey baye mi opportunity^. 

The !CQbmk9 .of other aj^ders^ called gmtmfur, 
are i^imtly ae^^ jBoating m theair in a sunny day, 
aad aro aanietimaaa<» abundant aa to fiedl inabowora. 
£a€h of th^^o may bo compared to a balloon, tnaia* 



* S^ Mr. Wbod's Iflustrations of the tjnnaean QeqerSkPf lasfctf^ 
vol. a, pw- ia«$ Tinit^ Telescope for lft», hitradmUm, p. Ifijantt 
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porting the little a^onaut that ibrmedit, by means 
' of its dpe^e ligbt&ess. This q^ecies of spider, at- 
taching its ft-st Formed thread to the leaf or branch 
of a tree, by dropping to a certain distance, lengttiens 
it; then nmning np the thread, and dropping again, 
dmws out another, and so on, till a sufficient qnan- 
iity of this silk is formed to buoy up the spider in 
the air. He then separates the whole from tbe leaf, 
and, running down to his seat at the botfx>m, tmsts 
himself and his balloon to the mercy of the wkld. It 
& thus that these animals are transported from tree 
to tree, and from wood to wood, hi search of food. 
The cobwebs <liat are spread over the surface <tf the 
ftass, and that offer so beautiful an object to the eye 
46ariy in a summer's morning, through the brilliancy 
of tihe, dew-drops formed and suspended on thciir 
jHken threads, and the reflection of tlie sun's raj^ 
from each of tiiese crystal gems, are the work of an^ 
other species of spiders. 

t All itee live by suction; some on the blood of 
man, otfaars on that of quadrupeds^ and birds. The 
microscope shows the instrument by which tins p«r* 
pose is ewBcted. It is a proboscis, generally con- 
cecded.io its sl^atti, very sharp, and provided, to- 
wards one end, with some reversed prickles. Tliese 
•insects are oviparous, and multiply amasmgly . T^ 
^oung.soen issue from the eggs (or nits as they are 
malted), /and, after having changed the skin two or 
(three times, are ready to produce in their turn. Ex- 
fiertence has shown that, in six days, a louse will 
produce .fifty eggs. The young leave tiie shell about 
the same pericHd of time, and in about eighteen days 
jDEiore are in a state for reproduction. From these 
obwDTvaticms, and the calculatioi» arising from them, 
it appears that two females may have 18^000 little 
ones in the space of two months. 

Hottentots and monkeys seem to delight. in the 
<filfhy custom of eating these insects, and there: is 
reaion to believe that the same nauseous inclinaticm 
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SeraHfs ai9<$g Q^ Jow«r clj^ of 0ie ]|.iifiU9J«Mt 
ost 9t tfa^ ^<jirupe<l$ tnd bird^ 8^m to we tb^if 
peoiy^ $p^cie9 of tJbi« 4^gU9t^lg ^ud#, ito4 ^vw 
fid 1^4 i&^cts are iioj; tomly e^^cmBt fyfmi tb^ogu 

!{|^ fle% (^¥2e;i^ hsi3 mQj^ ii|tr^!^Ui and ii{(lfi^ In 
l«^lj|<^ tp its $1^ tbwiuly ^thjir mmfii* A fle«« 
by^|k^tei:pi|s c^ntriv^ACie, hM ht^n ffuttened to 9t 
sm^ S^aii^o]|^^ wbicb It b^ dracs^d 44»on^ vitbonli 
diflSciiAl^ ; w^ it is not w^onmooto find it ^xbibited 
at oonH^ti^ fm^f 9itbe; drawing n .dwn fi^ed to ita 
scaly body, at least tbirty times ^eitvier tbwL iUy^I^ 
Of |ipringioig:,{|loDg wjtb a Mttle iyory (cWiot bebma 
it-r^j^ Tint's Tm,W99vji for 1830, Introiuctiam^ 

^Rto pbcHQsermjt^ (Vicaru^ siroj, whicb belongs tf 
ibe tribe of iich^ appears to tbiQ naked eye litt)fi 
mof Hi%Q A moving particle of dust ; hvt, on Ibo ^yl^ 
plio^i^n-pf tbe xnicro3<)ope^ »s found to be a perfect 
ins^t, perfonQing j^U its regular functions. 1|Cb^ 
ndiuite 3QfM^t insect, so ttQubleapxae to baymiJ^era 
mod r^4^»eDS> <)9lted con^moply harvest bug, is of tbe 
^^mp mnijte* 9^ is not y^ry unlike a spider, Itbui> 
rpws into m^kin^ and r;»is6$i a considerable tuffM>w^ 
wbi^ltcbe^ mucjb, mA is often pftinfult See (K*24/f 

Hiiyiflig d^sciibed tbe prinpipal firiti^b sp^cie^s #f 
tb«lip9Uik^aiK^in our previous volujpie^, we sjl^att 
mmi$ obs«ry^^ that tiieir shells afford a m«iterial 
coiui^ttuettt in Ibe fpri»ation of cbalk-bfda and^^ie^^ 
of mwl^ wbU^b are formed at the bpttom of tb^ si^« 
Wf^ fr^uently meet with specimen 4)f entire sbelJb^ 
m oblLlk-pi}», wbi(^h a^e npw inland; and tbere is 
litfte dont^t thftt, in a co^nminuted state^ they form (| 
prufk^pal ingredient in most calcareous earth* 

^^jpepf » wnmoQ^lm presents ia singular species, 
in Ib^ iiniter«-fl0a (m. iMtle«)> which is famiiiar ^v^|l 
to Ibe unscientific obseryer. Wben^ubv^tted to tb^ 
mmomixjftf the body of this flea appears to h^ in- 
closed in a bivalve sbeatb, from tiie opening of v^i^tJgL 
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proceeds its forked leg. The horns are branched in 
a peculiar manner, and the insect can move them in 
alt directions, so as to contribute materiaUy, by their 
action, to tiiat jerking motion in the water, whence 
fliis species of monoculus has derived its trivial 
name. In tfie body of the female the bunch of egg^ 
isvervplai^ seen through the transparent, shelly 
covering. The eyes are formed of little black glo- 
bules, situated very near to each other, and invested 
with a common membrane, which gives them the 
appearance of unity. ' ^ 

The onisci, or wood-lice, are of very retired ha- 
bits. They but seldom appear in the day-tiipe, 
seeming to shun both the light and heat of the sun* 
Hey are mostly found under stones, in the crevices 
of walls, in cellars, and in subterraneous places. 
When undisturbed they move slowly, and their many 
legs seem but of little comparative use to them even 
in flight. The maiority of the species are either so 
sensible, or so timid, that they roll themselves up as 
soon as they are touched ; and, like the hedge-hog, 

{resent a ball without the slightest appearance of 
ead or feet. In this state they remain till they think 
the danger past, when they gradually unfold, and 
slowly walk away. The onisci feed on different sub* 
stances; on leaves, on plants, and on fallen fruit* 
Most of them live on the earth, but some inhabit the 
watir* Of these, the o. aquntiais is sometimes seen^ 
like a small shrimp, swimming in our cisterns ; while 
die marine species, the o. eniamon, of comparatively 
gigantic size, measuring nearly two inches, is fbuna 
al^ttt rocks, and under the arches of bridges, &c.^ 
subject to the tide. 

- We have now described the principal genera of 
British Insects, and shall add some remarks on the 
language of insects, their torpidity during the winter 
season, and their sudden revival when exposed to 
heat. 
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Langtiage of Insects. 

Those insects which are brought fqrtb^ wd live, ill 
society^ who matually assist each other in constniciT 
JDg works for the common good and accommodatii^ 
seem to have the greatest need of^aa extensive 
langaag^e. Being destined to form one. large fisqniljr^ 
to give mutoal aid and support ^o each other in all 
their common wants and operations* a species of 
language, and that not very limited, s^ems to be ah* 
solutely necessary to enable them to understand and 
to execute the different labours allotted to them with 
that regularity and harmony^ which is so remarkably 
in the magiuficent structures erected by b^s, wasps, 
and many other gregarious insects. Bees, as well,a» 
flies of evQry kind, make a humn^ing'noi^e by tbQ 
vibrations of their wings. But the noise of the. b!e% 
when flying home witfi its load, is very different 
even to our comparatively blunt ears, from that 
which it utters after arriving at the hive^ where it 
makes a peculiar noise, which is perfectly u9Lderstoo4 
by the working bees, who instantly cpme ftnd carry 
off this fresh supply of materials. < 

Common flies, and particularly the large flesh-flies» 
make a Boh singing kind of noise when flying aboiil 
in tranquillity. But, when alarI^e^> or whes^ eor 
tangled . in the web of a spider* the tun^e of their, 
wings intimates distress and terror. Iniit^ad of 
bemg, soft and agreeable, it is then loud, quick* 
barsb, and interrupted, precisely analogous to the 
language and cries of men and of the larger animals 
when placed in similar circumstances* Mr^Smellie*. 
thinkB it more than probable that th^ common house- 
fly is endowed with the faculty of hearing. When* 
ever we perceive that effects and movements areuni* 
formly produced by certain sounds, it may be con^ 
eluded that the animal is furnished with organs .^f 

> Philosophy o^ Natural History, vol. ii, p. 434. 
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hearing, though, from their minut^ess, we are un- 
able to discovet where tliey are situated* In the 
ilHiiged tribes of insects, it is probable that Ih6 or- 
gMS of hesffing are placed near the insertion of tbe 
wfiigSi <ffy at teast^ that nerves or vessels proeaed 
Itam the wings to die more immediate orgi^of hear- 
kig, whidi may be inclosed under that dasUo, <sfnn- 
laeeous substance with wMch the bead is covered. 
Hiis idea vriU be rendered still more preMI>le by 
aHlsndiilg to the various modulations of rounds pro- 
Aseed 1^ die vibrations of the wings, and by com- 
parin|t.llMse with the present situation and cmploy- 
ittCttt ef (he insect. When a common &j is iriitated 
iM5Mrrffied, the noise made by <iie vibrations ef ite 
Hfngsis' very differrat from that produced wh^ the 
aaaimal is flying about undisturbed. When a house 
or li fleBh4y is tormented by thoughtless children, 
^ho, tor amusement, often insert pretty lai^e pins 
ittAo the bodies of these insects, which the animals, 
with much pcdn, are obliged to trail af tet them, tiie 
^efse of tiieir wings is then highly expressive of im- 
paUence and of torture. But wh^i they meet with 
food agreeable to their taste, the sou^ of their wings 
is soft, gentle, and even melodious. When a €y 
'irlBhes 46 eefcpress Joy, the noise of its wings is btMt 
and fiArarp, and easily distinguishable from tiMmt pro- 
duced' by the insect when it is excited by tenor or 
My embaaVassing or painful sensation. Though -the 
eyes i€ flies consist of niunerous lenses, sO situated 
thatttey <:^an see objects all around tbem> yet these 
lenses am so minute and so convex, that they cto 
jpefctfife objects at small distances <mly. 

The ticking noise produced by sorne^ iilieeis, 
which has been aheady noticed, is, without questf on, 
aUnd <!f( 'language. Some spulers, when they wish 
to eomnnnicate with each ofter, have a mdA^ of 
Mriling against Ae wall nine or ten times, whieh 
signal is immediately understood by their compa- 
nions. 
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T&rptdUyoflnmeis. 
^ SpMera jMiss tbe wiflter seaiHHi ki a darnumt 
^^aS^ inclosed in theirown w^Imi^ add placed in mOM 
caneeatled comer. Idke die torpid mammalia/tkey 
gp^M My revive when exposed to intense cold^ and 
strive to obtain a more sheltered spot Many i»* 
jseefs which are destined to sorvivedie winter months 
heeame regolariy torpid by k cold exeeeding 40^. 
Hie lionse*fly may always be fo«nd in the winter 
seatoB, torpid^ in some retired comer ; bot exposure 
for a few ndnntes to the influence of a fire recals 
it to activity. Even some of the lepidoptetous in- 
sec^^ which have been hatched late in the season, 
poMBSB the faculty of becoming torpid during the 
winter, and thns have their life prol<Miged beyoni 
Oe ordinary period. These insects can att be pre- 
served Iran becoming torpid by being placed in an 
agteeaMe traiperature, as the following experiments 
of Mr. Gk>agh' testify* In speaking of the heaiA 
cricket he says, ' They who have attended to the 
maittiers of this familiar insect will know that it 
passes the hottest part of the sammer in snny 
8itimtioi»|, concealed in the crevices of walls and 
iieaps of rabbish. It quits its summer abode about 
the end of August, and fixes its residence by the 
fireside of the kitchen or cottage, where it is as 
merty at Christmas as other insects are in the dog^ 
days.' Thus do the comforts of a warm hearth aflEbra 
the cricket a safe r^uge, not from deadi, but from * 
t»qporary torpidity, wUch it can support for a I0119 
time, when deprived by accident of artificial warmth. 
' I came to the knowledge of tins fact/ he says, ' by 
planting a colony of these insects in a kitchen, where 
a constant fire is kept through the summer, font which 
is diseontinded firom November to June, with, theex* 
ception of a day onoe insix or eight weeks.. Tbe cricks 
eta weiebvonght firom a distance^ and set at liberty in 

7 >6ciioUoii'8 Journal, vol. xU, p. 162, 
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this room in the begiouiog; of S^tember 1806 : here 
Ihey inereased considernbly in the course of two 
months* but were not heard or seen after the fir^ waa 
lemoi^. Their disappearance led me to conclude 
tiiat the cold had killed them : but in this I was mis- 
taken ; for^ a brisk fire being kept np for a whole day 
itt Oie winter, the warmth of it invited my cokmy from 
tiieir hidinf*place» but not before the evenings aftei 
which fliey contiAtied to skip about and chirp the 
greater part of the following day, when they again 
disappeared ; being compelled by the retumii^ cold 
te takejreAtge in (heir fwmer retreats. They leftfhe 
chimneyHsomer on the 38tb of May. 1807* after a fit 
0f very h6t weather, and revisited thebr wint^ resi- 
isnce on the Sist of August. Here ibey spent the 
smuacr merely, and lie torpid at present (Jan. 1808) 
in the crevices of the chimney, with the exception of 
those days on which they are recalled to a tetaq^orary 
eadstBhce by the comforts of a fire/ 

Aifhe €<Mnln<tteement of our Introduction, several 
of the advantages to be derived from the study of 
Bntomology were pointed oet, particularly as it re^ 
gatds a more p^fect acquaintance with the Insects 
of our natrre country ; but there is one other benefit 
la he derived from this pursnit, which is too im^ 
pmtant to be passed over,~its value nl the e4uea^ 
tkm of ycnih. This has been forcibly stated by 
Messrs; Kirby aad 8pence, in the preface to thMeir 
amusing ' Introdneiion to Ent<miology/ and witii 
these sensible observations we shall conclnde. All 
modem writers on the momentous subject of Educa^ 
timi unite in recommending, in this view, Natural 
UUory ; and if ' the quality of accurate discrimioa* 
tion«-the ready perception of resembbmces among 
diversities, and still more the quick and accmate 
perception of diversity in die midst of resetnUances 
' — constitutes one of the most important* operatiotts 
of the understanding ; if it be indeed the foundation 
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of clear ideas, and the acqaisitioii of whatever can 
be tndy called knowledge depends most maierinUf 
on the possession of it;' — ^if ' die best logic be that 
which teaches as to suspend our judgments;' and 
' the art of seeing, so osefnl, so unirersal, and yet 
80 uncommon, be one of the most valuable a man 
can possess/ — there can be no doubt of the judici* 
ousness of their advice. Now, of all the branches 
of Natural History, Entomology is unquestionably 
the beat fitted for thus disciplining die mind of youth; 
and simply from this .circumstance, that its objects 
have life, are gifted witb surprising instincts admira- 
bly calcnlated to attract youthful attention, 'and are 
U> be aeiet with every where. This study will alse 
afford an excellent method of strengthening tbetr 
habits of observation, attention, and memory, equal 
perbaps, in this respect, to any other mental exer«^ 
cise : they wUl likewise be provided in their old age 
with an object capable not merely of keeping off 
that UBcUum ftte so often inseparable from the relia^ 

S^ui Ament of active life, but of suppljring an un« 
ailing fund of innocent amusement, an incentive Uk 
exmeise, and consequently no mean degree of he^tth 
and enjoyment. 

It is not meant to undervalue the good effects of 
the study of Boia$nf or Minerahgy: but it is self- 
evident that notiiing inanimate can excite such inte- 
rest in the xnind of a young person as beings endow- 
ed with vitality, exercising their powers and facul- 
ties ill so singi:dar a way ; which are not only alivc^ 
themselves, but confer animation upon the leaves^ 
fruits, and flowers that they inhabit; which every 
walk ofTers to view ; and on. which new observations 
may be made witlK>ut end. Besides fliese advan- 
tages, no study affi>rds a £Eurer opp<M:tunity of lead* 
ing the young inind by a natural and pleasing patii 
to the great tilths of ReUgion, imd of impressing it 
with the most lively ideas of the power, wisdom, and 
goodness of the Cr£AT<)b. 
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SbtUti iSooiijt on Idiitte) inuttn* 

1. General Britiah Entomology.^AXh'm^s History of English In- 
sects, 4U>, 174d.— Harris's Exposition of English Insects, arranged 
on I^fity-one coloured Plates, exhibiting nearly Five Hundred Figures, 
4to, 1776-82.— Barbut's Genera of English Insects, 4to, 1781.— Dono- 
van's Natural History of British Insects, illustrated by coloured 
Figures, 16 vols, royal 8vo, 1792-1818. *Marsfaam*s Entomologia 
Britannica^ vol. 1, Coleoptera, 8vo, 1802L Some very interesting 
particulars of British Insects will be found in the third volume of 
Mr, Bwgley^s Animal Biography y a work admirably adapted for the 
perusal of young persons : Messrs. Kirhy and 8pence*% volumes 
offer likewise an endless source of entertainment and instruction. 
Mr. Graves's NaturaliaVs Pocket Book furnisbes some good directions 
for taking and preserving Insects and other objects of Natural Hia« 
tory ; and Mr. Sanumelle*BEntomologi$t'8 Compendttfia contains a very 
useful Calendar of the times and appearance, and usual situations^ 
of 3000 Species of British Insects ; an account of the modem Sys- 
tem of Entomology, and a variety of other interesting matter.—^ 
Trior's Anecdotet o/retnarkable Jnsect$i9 a pretty book fof young 
persons. Notwithstanding the works just enumerated, we are still 
in want of a compendious Treatise on British Insects, with coloured 
pli^es, so as to form a usefol and agreeable pocket companion in 
oar rambles : until such a work appears, we must supply its place 
with Mr. Wood's Lxnnaan Genera, already noticed — Adams's Essay 
on the Microscope, 4to, 1787, should be in the hands of every Ento- 
mologist. 

2. Partieidar British JSntomoZoj^y.-^BuTTERFLiss and Moras. 
Lewin's British Butterflies, 4to.— Harris's Butterflies and Moths, 
fol. 1766.— Butterflies, Moths, and the Plants they feed on, by 
WUkeSj 4to, 1773. — Marty n's Psyche, or Figures of rare Moths and 
Butterflies, 4to, 1797. —Specimens of Butterflies, from Mr, Lee'a 
Collection, fol. 1806.— Haworth's Prodromus Lepidopterorum Bri-^ 
tannicorum, being a concise Catalogue of British Xepidopterous 
Insects, with the Times and Places of Appearance in the Winged 
State, 4to, 1802.— Baworth's Lemdoptera Brttmmicay 8vo, 1663. 
BsBS.w-Mr. Kirby 's Apyan AngluB Monographia, 8vo, 2 vols. — Huish's 
Treatise on Bees, 8vo, and his Cottager^s Manual, 12mo. — On the 
modern practical management of Bees, as adopted by Mr. Espinasse, 
consult Jennings's Family Cyclopsedia, art. Bbs, or the Traniacv 
tions of the Society of Arts, vol. xxx vi. Spidbrs. —Marty n's Natural 
History of Spiders, 4to, 1736. <Estri.— Bracy Clark's Treatise on 
the Bots of Horses and other Animals, 4to, 1815. —For a list of books 
on Entomology tn general, we refer to Time's Telescope lor 1S99, 
Pt Ixviii. 
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TIME'S TELESCOPE 

FOR 

1823. 



The name given to this month by the Romans was 
laken froin Janus, one of their divinitios, to whom 
they gave two faces ; becaase, on the one side, the 
first day of this month looked towards the new year, 
and, OB the other, towards the old one, 

ilemattal)le Sa^si 

In JANUARY 1823. 
1.— CIRCUMCISION. 

This festival was instituted in the sixth century, 
to commemorate the circumcision of our Saviour. 
This is 9lso New Year's-day, which has ever been 
considered a season of joy and congratulation for 
blessings received and dangers escaped in the past 
year. T3ie antient custom of going about with the 
VHUsail, 'a bowl of spiced ale,' on Newlfear's-eve, 
Twelfth-oight, and Christmas-eve, is still kept up 
in many places. See our last volume, pp. 1- 3. New 
Year's gifU were formerly presented on this day, in 
England, by the husband to the wife, the father to 
the child, or the master to the servant; reversing the 
Roman custom, which was generally from the inferior 
to the superior. The gifts were not confined to par- 

A 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



RBMARKABLB ]>AY8 



ticular things^ though some were preferred to others, 
and they appear to liave been offerings peculiar to 
the season, and made more for ceremony's sake, 
than for a tofceii^ of remembrance, or for^^M. An 
orange stu6k full 6t ilores ^as one of tbi» class. 
Eggs dyed of different colours were also sent as 
presents, particularly red ones ; which was the fa- 
vourite colour of the Celtic nations. It is remark- 
able that a similar custom^yxeYailed in Persia at the 
beginning of the last century, when they celebrated 
the commencement of their solar year by a feast, at 
which they gave each other coloured eggs. Verses 
in the shape of compliment ^r congratulation were 
formerly sent as new year's gifts, ^d were, conse- 
quently, plenty, enoagh during the season. An old 
tract, treating of this custom, says, * The poets get 
mightyly that day (new year's day) by their pam- 
phlets, for a hundred elaborate lines shall be le^se 
esteemed then in London than a hundred of Waii^eet 
oysters at Cambridge.' The English nobility <br- 
merly sent the king a purse of gold, as a new year's 
gift; a custom derived^ without doubt A'om that 
observed by the Roman knights toward the em- 
perors. The Law Society of Lincoln's Inn, as they 
were formerly great observers of Christmas, so they 
were accustomed to greet new year's-day with mirth 
and good fellowship. The seat of the King of 
Christmas in the hall was filled by his marshal, and 
the master of the revels supplied the vacant seat of 
the marshal thus elevated to ^e throne of the S0ve» 
reign'. In truth, the gentlemen of Lincoln's Inn seem 
to have lived ' righte merrily' in antietit times, and 
never to have missed any excuse for a wassailing of 
which they could avail themselves. 

The new season (observes a modem writer) se^ns 
naturally to bring with it anticipations of good 
fortune, and thus it heightens the deceptions wlrich 
reconcile us to life, or rather increase our lave of it 
In truth, the entrance of the new year has .peculiar 
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eimTms:^--^ toiigttL^iiHff days, tbie eahh iboot U 
rise fi^m file ebeef ledg: sle^ of winter^ the exUkb- 
rfttiBf feelings at th6 approach x>t S/pfioi^f the. inci- 
pient sodg of bird8> the iscreasiBggimshin^ are ail 
calctiated to repress sad tlmaglits by ttte deUeiom 
twnsafions lihey inspire; It is the ehani^f of hnmtm 
natnre to flings itself Confidently npon ttie fiitwe, and 
eyen io'^-leap amid its darkneJBs/ The jpast is 
beyond our power^ the ptesent is become tne past 
tie we' eaa reflect npon it : man, tiierefoie, has only 
&e Aitare for the haven,, in trliich he can anchor lu» 
Utfle-btoKof expectations, and he looks to it witti 
deUght, alwajrs flattering himself that dtere he shall 
find good holding-gronnd, and see 

Tbe seas for eyer catm, the skies for ever bright. 

The greetings and wine-cnps that usher in the new 
yes^.are not wholly empty ceremonies. The division 
of time, entered upon has a thousand hopes on its 
wings.. We are dependent upon it for many things 
whidh we h^tve to achieve, or which we promise 
ourselves vrill be. achieved for us. 

Tbepderry village-bells ring in the stranger year 
oyer the . generations sleeping insensibly beneath 
them. Td. 9; thousand ears in the full flush of life, 
yoQtb> a»4 health, they waft sounds of gladness, and 

Another ;eftr,.8Ad then those goimdii riiali h«l 
The day agdo, and gladness fill the vale. 

'Another year,' and again the 'jolly rebeeks' will 
sound and the same merriment be repeated, for eveti 
the pleasures of life are but a string of sach stale 
i^petitions. Still let us make the most of them, and 
not live too much upon those of Ue-monrow, anil 
to-morrow, and to-morrow,' but endeavour to employ 
and enjoy well the present time: let us be move 
anxious to be able to call trttly oiir past yeals happy 
ones at their conclusion, than to hope at the begin** 
ning timt each new one may turn out to be so. 
Jfew Year's^day in Paris is'lSie most Irema^kable 
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4ay io the whole year ; all the ahopd are «hut,— labour 
suflpeads bis toil^-fr-commerce reiK>aes on her oars^r^ 
and the. philosopher pbstpcmes his studies; natorp 
bod natiiffe's son enjoy a univerBal holiday* For 
«everal weelcs preceding new year's-day, various 
classes of ingpenioas artists employ all their talents 
and skill, to shine with an uncommon lustre on the 
auspicious opening of the new year ; these are the 
oonfectioners, the embossers of visiting cards^ the 
jewellers, &c« ; and their shops on this day display a 
degree of taste and magnificence difficult to describe^ 
and totally unknown in England. This is the day of 
universal greetings, of renewing acquaintance^ .ojf 
counting how many links have been broken by time 
last year in the circles of friendship^ and what ueyr 
ones have replaced them. All persons, whatever 
may be their rank, degree, or profession, form a list 
of the names of persons whose friendship they wish 
to preserve or cultivate ; to each of these persons a 
porter is sent to deliver their card. Those more 
particularly connected with them by blood or friend- 
ship, are visited in person ; and all who meet eui- 
brace on this happy day. Millions of cards are 
distributed; and nothing is seen in the streets but 
well dressed persons going to visit their Mends and 
relations; and renew, in an affectionate manner, aU 
the endearing charms of friendship. On this day^ 
too, parents, friends, and lovers, bestow their pre- 
sents on &e various objects of their affection, and 
pour SQ many draughts of the most delightful balm 
that^ human nature can partake. 

6.^— EPIPHANY, or TWELFTH-DAY. 

The rites of this day, the name of which signifies 
an appearance of tight, or a manifestation, are dif- 
fer^it in various places, but all in honour of the 
Eastern Magi. — JPor an account of a very antient 
and singular custom,' which takes place, in various 
parts, of the continent, on the eve of this day, see 
otir la^t volume, pp. 4,5. 
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In the anMtit tai&adax^ of ib6 Romudi church, 
Okere is an obsei^ration on Ae 5ih day of January, 
the eye or vig^l of Qie Epiphany : ''Kings created or 
elected by beans/ The 6th is called 'The Festival 
of K#ngs/ with tins additional remaAj 'that the 
>eei|B&iony of electiBg kings was continued witbfeasl- 
is^ for inany^days/ In ttie cities and academies of 
QetinfMiy, the students and citizens choose one of 
their own'numl>er for kii^/ providing a most magmr 
&€€fd: biMiquet on the occasion. In France, durnif 
ikeaneieH regime^ one of the courtiers was chosen 
Ijng, and the nobles attended on this day at an 
mitertainm^it. 

Witt the French, ' Le Roi de laFdve*^ s^(nifies a 
Twelfth Night King; and they have a proverb, 'Jl a 
trouv^ la i%ve*au giteau,' signifying, ' he is in lode/ 
^c, J but, -literally, 'he has found the bean in the 
eajke.'^n the Anthatagie Pranfoise for 1817, this 
sn^eet is^ thus happily moralized :«^ 

Le» Rois de la F£VB. 

En ce jour le sort m'eflt propice, 
' £t BUT He tif6iie if m'a port^ ; 
Amis, qne l*onf le r^fooisMy 
' Poor c^I^rer ttia t^ytmU* 
Mon r^e n'^tant qu'mi beau T^re^ 
Prolofigez moo beureni: tommeil; 
Car V0U8 me direz au r^eil : 
*■ To n'^tais qa*ao Roi de la feve.' 



Nons voyons soavent snr la ic^e 

C^sar. .4f^stey Agamemfion ; 

'filaisles enikbs cte! Melpomene 

De ee$fran(b'RoU ta'oBfqiae le nom. 

Alors qne la piec6 s^acheve 

Se dissipe f illusion; 

Cter, Aiiguste, AgamemiiDn, 

Ne aotit qne des Ro» de ^ five. 

8i le bonhear eat snr le tr6oe, 
J'eQ Joirirai qfielqaei momt ns ; 
. Mal« at: \\ j^k^re renviramie, 
£Ue en ci^Glie aoMi lea ^AtvsMm, 
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, ' ' * Qaind vers les cienk non cnl t?€^e, 

. Je dis :< Ces RoU ti grands^ M fien, 
Devaot le Roi de rUniven, 
Que sont-Ufl ? des Rois de la feve.' 

The eyening and early part of the night of the 
Epiphany in Rome is a feast particnlarly dear to 
children. Not fliat they draw king and qneen as/we 
4o, bnt there are cakes and sweetmeats and fimit^ 
itnd, in short, all good things, sold and given aw^ay 
lipon the occasion. The Piazza della Rotonda is par- 
ticularly distingoished by the gay appearance of the 
Droit and cake-stalls, ornamented with flowers and 
lighted with paper lanterns. Persons dressed np to 
^semble the pictures of Mother Banch or Mother 
Goose, and called Beffana, are led about the streets, 
and a great deal of popular wit is displayed. But 
these visible Beffanas are nothing in importance to 
the invisible. When the children go to bed, each 
hangs np a stocking near the pillow. If the child 
has been good, the stocking is filled with sweetmeats 
and cakes before morning; but if naughiy, the Bef- 
fana puts nothing but stones and dirt into it, and "we 
have seen (says Mrs. Graham) many a smile and 
many a tear occasioned by tibe impartial gifts of the 
Beffana. 

The Carnival commences on Twelfih-day, and 
usually holds till Lent. During this festival at Pa- 
ris, the grand annual procession of a Fat Ox, with all 
its motley accompaniments of buffoonery, the glory 
of Paris, and the pride and joy of the Boulemrds, 
lasts for three whole days together. A great im- 
provement was made in the procession of the Fat 
Ox this year (1822), for the first time. Formerly the 
child who represents Cupid used to sit in a chair on 
the back of Uie ox ; bat this year the ox was led first 
covered with a fine pall, and Cupid sat on a canopied 
throne, fixed on a triumphal car, in which there were 
other smiling loves like himself. 
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A curioiis species of carnival spectacle was pi»> 

pared and executed by Pietro di Cosimo> a FlorentiBe 

painter^ who flourished shortly after Leonardo da 

ViBci* It consisted of processions of three or fov 

handled persons^ dressed to represent ]>arltcnlar 

stoiies^ with mnch splendour and whimncfdity. On 

one* occarion he got up, with great secresy^ the 

!^riiciBpA of J^ath, which w&s performed by tdroh^ 

tt^it : a black car was drawn by black buffiiloes^- nmi. 

painted with skulls miA crosses ; Death sat trinmplie 

ant on his ttrone, surrounded by yawmng sepuldtos, 

from which, at every halt, the dead arose, and sanf 

a doloroQS music. Several men on horsebaicfc, 

psintod to represent sk^etons, were Him escort wiHi 

tfy^ffien, dressed as the mutes at fuaorals, beaiiDg 

black' torches. The bla<^ standard of Deafli» willl 

^keOs and cross-bones, was borne alofty while a 

BHRffmng band thundered forth tihe mUerem.. The 

tondfied people at first fled in horror; but, struek 

wi^ tte novdty, soon returned ; and Pietro, as 

Vasari teKs, was loaded willi praises fsamauKMnU 

hdatoj. Andrea del Sarto, his piq[>il> assisted in-tke 

executiQii of this triumph, which >was supposed to 

allHde to file return of the Medici, then, baaiadbsd 

from Florence. It was the bad taste of the day 

ttius^ to mingle saored and profane iallusions : in the 

midst of this Carnival festival, they sang the fiOth 

Psahn. 

For an interesting account of the ' Camnxd at 
B^me in 1820/ we must refer to our last vol.; pp. &d. 
The following sensible observation$ on this Festival 
are^from the pen of an acutemfodeim writer: — ^Tha 
Caznival is the vnreck of one of those popular instito^ 
tiens which can flourish only in barbarous times, and 
in daysof rude and profound ignorance. As knowledge 
spreads, such periodical excitements, to relaxation 
and pleasum gradually lose their inftience; and 
their last efforts are stiH exerted in Italy by the sda 
patrmiage and protection of the church anA govemt 
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«n»tt Wilder dw Frendkrepme, tba camiiiiJi 9€|iRrly 
Mtt into disuse; and though in ereiy i^nmim^ 
there will always be found a suffloimt oumbor ^ iJb^ 
dissipatfid and the idle to obey the call of pleaaure> 
yet the. marked difference between the eanuYal, aa 
ite saw it in 18^, and in the yariQqa.aQQOunt^ which 
f^maiii of its lestlvities in preceding ag^s, d^wii to 
tile laittef end of the eighteenUi oentuiy> pi^ve Ww 
Gur>(jie people of Borne have got tb» .Ma^t. of their 
foimraineni and how little oomparatlte JiNb^est fooh 
juilitutioas are now calculated to excite. To. the 
period^ nearly, off the French RcYolation^ the Gaini- 
yni at. Rome was characterized by great, isiagnifi- 
cence ; : com^eated machinery was brought into 
pAay» and dramas were acted in tbe streets* All the 
heathen, gods and goddesses were p^sonified hy 
pefsons of wealth and condition: the bighe^t;jsaj9ki^ 
wet^ n9t /excluded by flishion or taste Ji^m joMi^ 
iii^:.tiie Jfostiyity; and prinsces and pirmee^s^s ,per*^ 
fiarmed the parts yiiieh are now ent^rix^ted to bfitghers 
atad^ their. wives> or to persons below the re^ of 
gentry. To maintain a chairacter would no^ j>e sur 
jfiteixie: mfMvais ton, Tbe nobl<^s» in ^th^ closed 
carriages,, drive for an hour up and down tbe CcftM 
eabh day ; the metze dame, with th^ir liusbands ,or 
cavaMers, occasionally put on a domino .and ma^k 
to join the crowd, for the purpose of qui^szing or 
rall3ring sbme friend or relation; but the great sup- 
^01% of iihe carnival is the multitude of foreigners, 
;«i^ho.crowd toJRpine to witness a spectacle to wbicti 
theji^ themiseliies [^ncipally contribute- The .^ov^}^ 
•f the -scene Jias jw attraction for them* whi^h is 
-wtatling to the Italians ; and to the foreign yiMtailts 
ite Mmividand other church festivals owe ti»^ 
prfntfiipal splendour. 

{ c'2AJmr the first two days, however, e^en;^tbe:i3{)jfit8 
bisti;asgei»'bi$gin to flag ; and after the first seipa- 
i sUbpidertliB bc«barous character of the institii^ 
af Itears iuMils Jtifia symptoms- of pa«rilii^|«-*- 
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t»e0d «iirtii> and leal doIiiesB. llfaii; is sot. nuidd 
for steMI seascms of hilarity^ nmr- to put on and pvt 
dFhis cares by act of parliament. To judge by in- 
dividnid sensations^ nothing in die fange of pleasov- 
able pnrsnit can be jnore wearisome to the mind, 
mbref solemnly dnll^ than the last days of the carni- 
Yal, when the exhatistion of animal spirits damps the 
very little stock of wit which the occasion sets c^oat ; 
ivheii ami»emaAt is redaced to flinging lime in the 
momiD^^and in the evening to hearing complants of 
inflaflsed eyes, of spoiled dr^Mes, ennni, disappoinilei 
expei^tion, and congratulations on the approachiDg 
termiiiatton of the we^. 

' Hie fair and bright side of the camival is lo be 
found in the gentleness, liie urbanity, and good Im- 
JEDomr of ttie peo|^ : neither the security of dfarguise^ 
nor die privilege of the mask, can urge these kindly 
disposed Italians to wound Oie feelings of an enemy, 
or trifle with the frailties of a friend/ 

8.— SAINT LUCIAN. 

Lucian, a native of Syria, was celebrated in his 
youth for his eloquence and intimate acquaintance 
with polite literature. After the death of his parents, 
he gave all his fortune to the poor, and confined him- 
self to the study of the scriptures. He was a profi- 
cient in the Hebrew, and revised the Septuaglnt ver- 
sion of the Bible. He wrote an apology for the 
Oiristians, and presented it to Maximinus il. After 
having undergone various torments at the instigation 
of ttiis emperor, he was martyred in the year 312: 

18#-^SA1NT HIIiABY* 

Baltay was bom at Pmctters in Eranoe,. of an^ii- 
Imstiiona famfly ; and of this plaice he was demm 
bishop in the year 353. Havis^ taken an ju^tive piilt 
agite^ the Ariansy be w»s biAwbed ii0 FlirygJAb cby 
oid» «f 1 tbe iimperor Gonstantiiis, in UH^^ wki^m |i^ 
jemaamA. fee ithcee .^aes« Afibbv • vaiious tr«v«te! to 
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Ftfidi^rv in 388. He waA aa exscrilenlb dmtor «m1 
poet; hfai style abounds witii rhetorieal figures. 

13.~PLOU6£( MONDAY. 

Some carious cer6monie3 are still observed on this 
day, in the northern counties, particularly in York- 
shire. — See our last volume, p. 9. 

♦17.-H9AINT ANTHONY. 

In T.T. for 1622, p. 10, we gave anaMAUl ^ the 
uniial Benedidlioa of Beasts at Rome:: the l^ilewr 
log is the method of observing St Antibony'sHiay at 
Madrid^-'^n the feast of this renowned jiaferett of 
Spain, the tutelar saint of all tailors, a pecsdite ce- 
?enM>ny takes place with horses and muleii: iliey re- 
ceive the blessing, in St. Anthony's .church, which is 
to protect tiiem throughout the whole yeat.fiom dis- 
orders and sinister accidents. .All the inoming, a 
xramber of coachm^i, witti their horses and moles 
cleaned and trimmed oi^;, are seen to stop befinre 
the church ; each of them has a certain quantity of 
barley with him, and all wait with anxiety for the be- 
nediction. The monk appears ; the beasts and the 
barley are consecrated, and the coachmen gallop off 
in triumph. N.B. One half of the barley must be 
given to the church. 

In the afternoon, when the siesta is over, the real 
ceremony takes place. A kind of procession, with 
horses, mules, and carriages, is seen to drive round 
St. Anthony's church, and the adjacent streets, with 
as much festive solemnity as on any other occasion. 
Coachmen, servants, equipages, but particularly the 
mnles, must then be decorated in the best manner : 
Aey rival each other in tas^ftd and. tasteless, oma- 
laents^; it i», properiy speakmg, the feast qfihammiea. 
Never had the riidloii^manufacturers or &e soddteis 
M nrach work fe^peke; never, hare the muleHftres- 
s4i»s4 iB^ch to do: as in the lastiweekA>elbni?S(l. 
Ailtfaony'sMiay. It is indeed imrth<whita tattosia^t 
4lieir proo^ssioir tor^ <6W:DKimites. The ceaduoen 
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iMarilHir.laoed«&]aIiTmes> iMg atiff taila^ akimmg 
boolSy.aiid iHToad alTOr qinis, with as pioof, gnc¥m^ 
and diplomaiiG a miea, as if tbey €amed the host. 
Most of tfa«m are Asturians^ trho Intve raeh a point 
of honotur among them, as is scarcely to be met with 
amoiiig the brothers of the whip in JSnghind. How- 
erer tedions tibis procession may be, yet the people 
of Madrid deem it a Tery entertaining mpeetBide, .ow*- 
iagftpithe great number of speotators^oa the bako^ 
meaandin tiie streets. They look at the diffiBrani 
etfaspagea; ihey criticise thcoi; and coacbmenaad 
m a los yaas in. a kind of review. The parties; tbroir 
sweeliqea^4Hr small oranges at each other, and di-'. 
T^ithemselTM in faonomr of St Anthony. . 

18.— SAINT PRISCA. 

Prisca, a Roman lady, was early conrerted to 
Christianity; but refusing to abjure her religion, 
and to offer sacrifice when she was commanded, was 
horribly tortured, and afterwards beheaded, under 
the Emperor Claudius, in the year 375. 

♦18.^ — 3UA FB8TA DI CATTBDAA, 

Or commemoration of placingtjbesnpposed Qiair of 
St. Petes* is thos' described by a recent .traveUer:. ' At 
the extremity of the great nave of St. Peter's, behind; 
the altar, end mpqnted ,upon a tribune, designed or 
ornamented by Michael Angelo, stands a sort of 
throne, composed of precious materials, and sup- 
ported by four gigantic figures. A glory of sera- 
phim, with groups of angels, sheds a brilliant light 
upon its splendours. This throne enshrines the real, 
plain, worm-eaten wooden chair, on which St. Peter, 
the Prince of Apostles, is said to have pontificated; 
more precious than all the brqnze, gold, and gems, 
with which it is hidden, not only from impious but 
fronl holy eyes, and which once only, in the flight of 
ages^ wteprofSoAed by mortal inspeetion.^ The Festa 
di GUMedM Is'^ae^of theveey few ftinctioia% as ttoy^ 
aie eided (S^zto«ii>, celebrated w .Si^Pet^Si^ 
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The spleadidly dressed troops that Ime its nave, tlie 
chutch and lay dignitaries — abbots, priests, csuai^na, 
prelates^ cardmals^ doctors — ifaugoons and senators, 
all clad in yarieas and rich vestments, marching in 
procession — complete, as they proceed up the vast 
space of this wondrous temple, a spectacle nowhere 
to be equalled within the pale of European civiliza- 
tion. In the midst of swords and crosiers, of hal- 
berds and crucifixes, surrounded by banners, and 
bending under the glittering tiara of threefold power, 
i^pears the aged, feeble, and worn-out Pops, bome 
aloft on men's shoulders, in a chair of crimson and 
g(dd, and environed by slaves (for such they appear), 
who waft, from plumes of ostrich feathers mounted 
on ivory wands, a cooling gale, to refresh his ex- 
hausted frame, too frail for the weight of such 
honours. AH fall prostrate as he passes up the 
church to a small chair and throne, temporarily 
erected beneath the chair of 3t. Peter. A solemn 
service is then performed, hosannas arise, and royal 
votarists and diplomatic devotees parade the church, 
with guards of honour and running footmen; wfaHe 
English gentlemen and ladies scramble, and crowd, 
and' bribe, and fight their way to the best place they 
can ohtain.'-^f Italy, vol. ii, pp. 283, 284.) 

20. — SAINT FABIAN. I 

St. Fabian succeeded St. Anterus in the pontificate I 
in the year 236. He governed the charch sixteen I 
years, sent St. Dionysius and other preachers into I 
Gaul, and. condemned Privatus, the promoter of a I 
new heresy in Africa, as appears from St. Cyprian, 
St. Fabian died a glorious martyr in the persecution 
of Decius in 250, as St. Cyprian and St Jerom bear, 
witness. 

.21. — SAINT A6NES 

Has been always considered by the Catholics as a 
special patroness of. purity, with the immaculate 
Mother of God and St. Thecla. Rome was the 
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theatre of the trimnphof St Agnes; and Prudentiiis 
says^ that her tomb was shown within sight of that 
city. She saffered not long after the beginn&g of the 
persecution of Dioclesian^ whose bloody edicts ap- 
peared in March in the year of our Lord 303. She 
was only thirteen years of age at the time of her glo- 
rious death. — See our last volume^ pp. 12, 13, for 
some beautiful lines on this subject by Mr. Keate. 

♦22. 1788.— LORD BYRON BORN. 

In our volume for 1820, p. 21, we have given some 
account of his lordship's early poems, and of the 
reception which they met with from the Edinburgh 
Review; and in T.T. for 1817, p. 6, will be found 
a specimen from the ' Hours of Idleness.' As this 
volume is but little known, we shall contique thf> 
selection with the following beautiful stanzas, writ- 
ten at the age of seventeen, which display, in every 
line, the thoughts, feelings, and diction of the future 
poet — ^the splendid blossoms of that tree which was 
destined to bear so rich and promising a harvest of 
Hesperian fruit. 

I wonld I were a careless child. 

Still dwelling in my Highland cave, 
Or roaming throngh the dasky wild, 

Or bounding o*er the dark blue wave : 
The cambroQspomp of Saxon^ pride 

Accords not witli the freebom sonl, 
Which loves the mountain's craggy side, 

And seeks the rocks where billows roll. 
Fortune ! take back these cnltnred lands. 

Take b^ick this name of splendid sound ! 
1 bate the touch of servile hands, 

I hate the slaves that cringe around: 
Place me among the rocks I love. 

Which sound to Ocean's wildest roar, 
I ask but this— again to rove 

Throngh scenes my youth hath known before. 



' Sassenagh, or Saxon, a Gaelic word, signifying either Lowland 
or English. 

B 
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Few are my years, and, yet, I feel 

The world was ne'er designed for me j 
Ab 1 why do darkening shades conceal 

The hoar when man must cease to be? 
Once I beheld a splendid dream, 

A visionary scene of bliss ; 
Thith! —wherefore did thy hated beam 

Awake me to a world like this ? 

I loved — ^bnt those I loved, are gone ; 

Had friends — my early friends are fled : 
How cheerless feels tlie heart alone, 

When all its former hopes are dead ! 
Thongh gay companions, o'er the bowl, 

Dbpel awhile the sense of ill, 
Thongh Pleasure stirs the madd'ning soul. 

The heart — the heart is lonely still. 

How dull 1 to hear the voice of those 

Whom rank or cbaoce, whom wealth or power. 
Have made, though neither friends nor foes, 

Associates of the festive hour : 
Give me again a faithful few, 

In years and feelings still the same. 
And I will fly the midnight crew. 

Where boisterous joy is but a name. 

And Woman ! lovely Woman, thon ! 

My hope, my comforter, my all ! 
How cold must be my bosom now. 

When e*en thy smiles begin to pall. 
Without a sigh would I resign 

This busy scene of splendid woe, 
To make that calm contentment mine. 

Which Virtue knows, or seems to know. 

Fdln would I fly the haunts of men, 
I seek to shun, not hate mankind ; 

My breast requires the sullen glen. 
Whose gloom may suit a darkened mind. 

Oh ! that to me the wings were given 
Which bear the turtle to her nest! 

Then would J cleave the vault of Heav'n, 

' To flee away, and be at rest '. 



' Psalm Iv, ver. 6.—* And I said, Oh ! that I had wings like a dove, 
then would I fly away and be at rest.' This verse also constitutes a 
part of the most beautifai an^em in our language. 
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The followmg fragment was written at the early- 
age of )l;$een, and is singularly prophetic of that 
noble fame which awaited the productions of Lord 
Bynm's Muse in subsequent years : — 

When to their airy hall my &ther*8 Yoice 
Shall call my spirit, joyfal in their choice ; 
When, poised upon the grie, ny form stall ride^ 
Or, dark in mist, descend the mouiit^i|iV side;^ 
Oh ! may my shade hehold no sculptured urns, 
To mark the spot where earth to earth retnms ; 
No lengthened scroll, no praise-encumbered Mooe ; 
My epitaph shall be, my name alone : 
Jfihit with honour tail to crown my clay^ 
Oh ! may no other fame my deeds repay ; 
TTudy only thaty shall single out the spot. 
By that remembered, or with that forgot* 

25. — CONVERSION OP ST. PAUL. 

Saint Paul suffered martyrdom under the general 
persecution of Nero. Being a Roman citiz^i^ he 
could not be crucified by the Roman laws^ as bis 
colleague St. Peter was ; he was therefore beheaded : 
—hence the usual representation of him with a sword 
in his hand. — See an account of a SicUuin festival 
in honour of this day, in T.T« for 1821, p« 13, and 
T.T. for 1820, p. 20. 

26. — SEPTUAGBSIMA SUNDAY. 

The institution of this and the two following Sun- 
days cannot be traced higher than the beginning of 
the sixth or the close of the fifth century. * When 
the words Septuagesima, Sexagesima, and Qninqua- 
gesima (seventieth, sixtieth, and fiftieth), were first 
applied to denote these three Sundays, the season of 
Lent had generally been extended to a fast of six 
weeks, that is, thirty-six days, not reckoning the 
Sundays, which were always celebrated as festivals. 
At this time, also, the Sunday which we call the first 
Sunday in Lent, was styled simply Quadragesima, 
or the fortieth; meaning, no doubt, the fortieth day 
before Easter. Quadragesima was also the name 
given to the season of Lent, and denoted the 'quadra- 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



16 ESMA RKABJLE DAYS. 

gesimal or forty days' fast. When the three weeks 
before Quadragesima ceased to be considered as 
wed^s after the Theophany (or Epiphany), and were 
appointed to be observed as a time of preparation 
for Lent, it was perfectly conformable to the ordinary 
mode of computation to reckon backwards, and, for 
the sake of ev^i and round numbers, to count by de*- 
cades/ — C^iepherd.) 

29. 1820. — 1^. GEORGE THE FOURTH'S ACCESSIOK. 
80.— KING CHARLES I, MARTYR. 

For many interesting particulars of this day con- 
sult our format volumes. 

31. 1820.— ^KING GEORGE IV PROCLAIMED. 
*JAN. — . 1726. — DR. GEORGE SEWELL DIED. 

He wad authot of Sir Walter Raleigh, a tragedy ; 
several papers in the fifth volume of .tiie Tatler, and 
ninfli of the Spectator ; a Life of John Philips ; and 
some other things. Tliere is something melancholy 
in this poor man's history. He was a physician at 
Hampstead, with very little practice, and chiefly 
subsisted on the invitations of the neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, to whom his amiable character made him ac- 
ceptable; but at his death not a friend or relative 
came to commit his remains to the dust ! He was 
buried in the meanest manner, under a hollow tree^ 
that was once part of the boundary of the church* 
yard of Hampstead. No memorial was placed over 
his remains. 

' Verses, 

Said to be wrUten by the Author on hinue^when he was in a 
Consumption, 

Why, Damon, with the forward day, 
Dost thou thy little spot sorvey, 
From tree to tree, with doubtfal cheer, 
Panme the progress of the year, 

What winds arise, what rams descend. 

When thou before that year shalt eQd^ 

What do ihy ooootide walks avail, 
To clepr the leaf, and pick the aoail, 
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Then waotooly to death decree 
Alt iBMet MefaHer tino tbee? 

Thou and the worm are brother-kindy 

Aa I0W9 aa earthy, and aaji>lind. 

Vain wretch ! canst thou expect to see 
The downy peach make cqart tp thee? 
Or that thy sense shall ever meet 
The bean-flower's deep-embosomed sweet. 

Exhaling with an evening blast? 

Thy evenugs then will all be past. 

Thy narrow pride, thy fimded green, 
(For vanity's in little seen) 
All must be left when Death appears, 
In spite of wishes, groans, and tears ; 

Nor one of all tiiy plants that grow, 

Bat rosemaiy will with thee go. 

^fiitronomtcal 0ttmxtmt& 

In JANUARY 1823. 

. Obliquity of the Ecliptic. 

We have already' explained the nature and varia- 
tion of this obliquity, particularly in the volumes 
for 1816 and 1817; we shall therefore merely give its 
quantity for several epochs during the. present year. 
These are as follow^ viz. 

January. . Ist, the obliquity is . . 23<5 27' 51*6" 

April . . . Ist, 23 27 51-7 

July .... Ist, . 93 27 4M)<a 

October . . 1st, ........ 23 27 600 

December . 1st, 23 27 48-4 

The equations of the equinoctial point for the seve- 
ral periods usually computed during this year are, 

viz. 

January . Ist, the equation is -I- 14*1" 

April ... 1st, +15-0 

July . . . Ist, +16-8 

Oetober . « 1st, 4-16*4 

December 1st, • • . • +^7*1 

Solar Phbnombna* 
The Sun enters Aquarius at 48 m. after 6 in the 
eveioiig of the 2001 of this month. He will also tbe 
b2 
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eclipsed on the morning of the 12tb, but the eclipae 
will not be visible at Greenwich, as the foUowing 
are its characteristics^ viz. 

Conjunction 53 m. 45 s.' after 8 in the morning 
In longitude 9s*2l^2i& 
Moon*8 latitude . 1 2i North. 

The San will also rise and set at the following 
times daring this month. It may, however, be ne- 
cessary to inform the yoathfui stadent that these 
times are calcalated for the first meridian of Britain ; 
bat they may readily be reduced to any other meri- 
dian by adding or subtracting the time answering to 
the difference of longitude, computed at the rate of 
15^ to an hour. The time corresponding to any inter- 
mediate period may also be readily found by pro- 
portion* 

TABLC 

Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting far every fifth Day. 

January 1st, Sunrises 5 m. after 8. Sets 55 m. past 3 

vtu^ •.«.••.*•.•. 1 .•.••••.• O •••.••••• O" ••••.•••• 3 

lltDy ......a..... Of ■■••••••. 7 a........ V «••••.••• 4 

18th, 51 ......... 7 9 ......... 4 

SUt, 45 7 15 4 

26th, 38 7 83 4 

3l8t, ............ 30 7 30 ......... 4 

Equation of Time. 

When the time is taken from a good sun-dial, the 
following table shows what must be added to it to 
obtain that which should be indicated by a well re- 
gulated clock at the same moment. For the sake of 
brevity, this is only given for noon of every fifth 
day of the month, but the quantity to be added at 
any intermediate time may readily be found by pro- 
portion, by saying, as 5 days is to the part of the 
period for which die quantity is required, so is the 
difference between the two adjacent numbers to the 
part of that difference to be added. 

Example. — ^Suppose the equation were required 
for noon on the dth, the difference between tbe 6ch 
aod tile Uth being 3 m. 7s., we should haveS :tt :: 
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2m. 7 s. : 1 in. 19^ b., and tberefore by adding tlds 
to 6 m. gives 7 m« 19^ b. for the equation at the time 

required. 

tABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Wednesday, Jan. itt, to the time on the dial add 8 42 

Monday, .m....... 6th, ••••••••••••••••••••••••«•••••••••> 6 

Saturday,..^ 11th, 8 7 

siinrsflay, ••••••••• ivui, •••••»•••••••••••••••••••••«•••••■•• V ov 

■incsiiay, ••••••••• ^ist, ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••«••••• ii 9% 

Sunday, •.••••... 26th, ,. 12 49 

Friday •••••«•••••• 3l8t, •••..••.••• ••••••• 13 44 

Lunar Phbnohbna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter, 4^h day, at 10 m. past 4 morning 

New Moon, 12th 54 8 ^ 

First Quarter, 20th 2 

Fnll Moon, 26th 11 6 afternoon. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The following table shows at what time the Moon 
win pass the meridian of the Royal Observatory on 
certain days daring this month, when observations 
may l)e conveniently made, if the weather prove fa- 
vourable. For any other meridian a slight redaction 
is necessary^ which depends apon the longitude of 
the place as well astte Moon's horary motion. 

TABLE 

Of the Moon's Passage over the first Meridian. 

January 3d, at 3 m. after 5 in the morning 
4tb, ••• 47 ••••.••••• u •••••••.•M««. •••••. 

6th, ... 14 .^...•... 7 



7th, ... 1 8 

18tb, ••• 31 4 in the afternoon 

19th, ... 18 5 

20tb, ... 10 6 

21st, ... 6 7 in the evening 

22d, ... 6 8 

23d, ... 10 9 

24th, ..• 16 10 •••..•.. 

i9w^9 ••• 17 ...♦•••.•• I* ..•.*••..•.••••••... 

Oatiie 96tboS(ihi8 m<wth ti» Moon ^m be totrily 
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Qdllpsed, "Which will be partly visible at Greenwidi ; 
the oirct|i|i0tances beiag as follow, viz. 

h. m. s. 

Beginning of the eclipse ••••«y 3 24 55 

Moon rises eclipsed •«.. 4 18 4^ 

Beginning of total darkness ••• 4 22 26 

Ecliptic opposition — ••• 5 10 45 

Middle ; *... 5 11 38 

End of total darkness v 6 O SO 

Duration of total darkness 1 38 4 

Whole duration of the eclipse 8 38 6 

Digits eclipsed 200 47' 32". 

Phenomena Planbtarum. 
Phases of Venus. 
We have already shown that the phases of this 
beautiful (ilanet are subject to variation^ like those 
of the Moon, and have explained the method by 
which. they are calculated, as Wjell as solved the pro- 
blem relative to her maximum brilliancy (see T.T 
for 1819) ; we shall therefore only give the results of 
these calculations for the first of each month in the 
present year. 

. _ ^ . rUluminatedparts 11*99678 digits 

January Ist, | ^^^^ ^^ J ^ ^^^^ 

Venus is, therefore, very near the point of her 
greatest illumination ; but our young readers should 
be reminded that this is by no means that of her 
greatest brilliancy. On this subject see T. T. for 
1819, p. 51. 

Eclipses of Jupitet^s Satellites. 
From the number of Jupiter's moons or satellites, 
and the rapidity with which their revolutions are 
performed, they are frequently eclipsed by passing 
through his shadow. These bodies, however, are 
too small for their eclipses to be siibject to common 
observation, and indeed require a good telescope to 
observe them with accuracy. Hie young observer 
should also be at his telescope a little before the 
eclipse is expected to take place, tiiat he maybe 
ajife to observe.it wi(h all possible steadhiess. . To 
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assist him in these respects, we shall insert the times 
of such of the eclipses of die first and secoad satel- 
lites as are visible at Greenwich. 
Emersions. 

First Satellite,... Utday.at 25 m. 220. after 11 at night 
3d .,..i.„. 54 ... 14 5 evening 

9th 20 ... 46 1 morninff 


lOth 49 ... 41 .. 


7 evening 

Q 


17th 45 ... 13 .. 


24th 40 ... 52 .. 


........ 11 night 


26th 9 ... 45 .. 


r. ...... 6 evenintf 


Second Satellite, fith ....m... 15 — 9 .. 


.••■•t. morning 


23d ......... 47 *.. 18 .. 


.,..,.. fi evening 


30th 23 ... 57 ... 


>.....•• 9 •....•••••.• 



Form of Saturn's Ring. 
For such explanations as are necessary to enable 
oar readers to apprehend the principal circumstances 
of this singular phenomenon^ we must refer to T.T. 
for 1819. We shall therefore only insert the results 
for every third month, leavmg the calculations as 
exercises for our astronomical students. 

Ton»«*» !-♦ f Transverse axis ..,„.,...,. 1*000 
January Ist, | Conjugate axis - 0-343 

Tran^s and AUiiudw ^f the Planets. 

For the information of such of our readers as wish 
to observe the planets in their passage over the meri- 
dian, we shall insert the times of their transit for 
every 6tb day, and their altitudes when on the first 
meridian. The time of piiassing any other meridian 
may also be readily found by adding or subtracting 
that answering to the difierenoe of longitude ; and 
the meridional altitudes will differ very little for any 
other part of Great Britain. From having the men-* 
diohal altitude and the latitude of the place of obser- 
vation, the declination may be obtained by simple 
subtraction, for it is always equal to the diflfer^sice 
between the altitude and the co-latttude of the place. 
When the altitude is the greater quantity, the decli* 
nation, ^in our latitude, is north; but wbmi it is the 
less, it\& south. 

Example.— The meridional altitude of Mercury, at 
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the Royal Observatory^ ott the 1st of May, 18S3^ is 
64<» 19'; and as the co-latitude is 38"* 29', we liavc 
54° 19—38^ 29' = 15° S©* N. for the declinatioii o1 
the planet on that, day.— Again, on the 1st of Sep- 
tember, 1823, the altitude of Venus, when on ttu 
first meridian, is 26^ 46'; and consequently her de- 
clination at that time will be 88** 29' — 26° 4©^ = 
1P43'S. 

Of the TVansits and Meridional Altitudes of the 
Planets. 
1st 7th 13di 19th 25th 

TRANSITS* 



- *. m. 


h, m. 


h, m. 


h.m. 


Jk. ff9». 


Mercury 11 56 mar. 


15 1^. 


30 


046 


1 1 


Venus 9 aft. 


16 


22 


28 


O 33 


Mars 1 19 qft. 


1 13 


1 6 


1 


O 63 


Jupiter 8 Seven. 


8 26 


7 59 


733 


7 8 


Saturn 7 21 even. 


6 55 


6 29 


6 4 


5 39 


O, Sidus 11 48mor. 


11 24 


U 


10 36 


10 9 




ICERIDIOKAL ALTXTUDB8, 






Mercury 13037' 


14023' 


160 6' 


18^45' 


22015' 


Venus 14 53 


15 36 


16 34 


18 16 


20 8 


Mars 17 8 


18 


19 11 


20 29 


21 54 


Jupiter 57 12 


57 8 


57 7 


57 7 


57 9 


Saturn 48 48 


48 46 


48 49. 


48 53 


48 69 


O. Sidus 14 56 


14 57 


14 58 


15 


15 3 



Other Phenomena. 
Mercury will be in his superior conjunction about 
1 in the morning of the 3d ; and Saturn will be sta- 
tionary on the 4ih of this month. The Moon will be 
in conjunction with the bright star a in Scorpio^ at 
38 m. past 3 in ttke afternoon of the 8th ; and, at the 
same time. Mercury will be in conjunction with Ve- 
nus. They will consequently be sleen above each 
other. Mercury being only 65|' south of Venus. The 
Moon will be in conjunction with Venus at 21 m. 
after 7 in the evening of the 12th ; with Mercury at 
34m. past 10 the same night; and with Marsat43m. 
after 6 the next evening. Jupiter will be stationary 
on the Slst. Mercury will be in conjunction with 
Mars on the 22d, the former planet being at that 
time 27^' south of the latter. Saturn win also be in 
qni^lratnre at 45 m. past 7 in the morning of the 24th. 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



nt JAmrAET 18SS. SS 

Tbam tfao celestial phenomena of this monfli supply 
the yomig astronomer widi nwnerous opportunities 
af exierd^ing his powers of obserration ; and, by 
G<»iibinii|g practice widi theory, of advancing in his 
proj[ress up the mount of that sublime science. But 
while he ti^us climbs the steep ascent, and surreys 
ttat cerulean vault, so gloriously illuminated with 
celestml radiance, the sensible mind will feel more 
than ever grateful for that faculty which enaUes him 
to enjoy fUus astonishing spectacle, and 

Take in, at once, tiie landscape of the world 

At a snail inter, wbich a grain might close. 

And half creates the wonderous worid we see. touitg. 

Ought he not, too, on contemplating such a scene, 
to experience sometiiing of the feeling expressed by 
the same poet, when he exclaims. 

Who toms bis eye on Nature's midnight face 
But must inqnire— ^ What hand behind the scene, 
' What arm Almighty, pat these wheeling globes 
' In motion, and woand np this vast machine? 

* Who rounded in his palm those spacions orbs? 

* Who bowled them flaming thro' the dark profound, 

* And set the bosom of old Night on fire?' 
Nalore's Controller, Anthor, Onide, and End ! 

Cjie JIaturaUers; Mwc^ 

For JANUARY 1823.. 

Thoa hast thy beauties : vtemer ones, I own, 
Than those of thy precorsors ; yet to thee 
Belong the charms of solemn majesty 
And naked grandeur. Awful is the tone 
Of thy tempestuous nights, when clouds are blown 
By hurrying winds across the troubled sky ; 
Pensive, when softer breeses finntly sigh 
Through leafless boughs, with ivy overgrown. 
Thou hast thy decorations too ; although 

Thou art austere ; thy studded mantle, gay 
With icy brilliants, which as proudly glow 
Aa erst CMeondi^s ; and thy pure array 
Of regal ermine, when the drifted snow . 
Envelopes Nature; till her features seem 
Iiike pale, but lovely ones, seen when we dream. 

B. BARTOK. 
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This beautiAil deseiiptiQn of winter^ from Ae pc 
of a living poet of deserved celebrity, ia rathera pi<^ 
tore of ibis season as it was, tban as it is, or &as 
heen for several years past in this coantry. Smeik 
Viras tiie extraprdinary mildness of the last wintoF, tiiat 
the following flowers were seen in fuU blossom in 
January, and looked nearly as vigorous as is tlie 
summer months: — Carnations, roses, cbrysanttie* 
9111ms, auriculas, ten weak stocks, mignioneibe, ma^ 
rigolds, sweet peas, polyanthuses, primtoses, and 
violets. So that the tenure by which an estate in 
Yorkshire is said to be held, of presentiiq^ to the 
landlord ^ a red rose at Christmas, and a ball of snow 
at Midsummer," is not now so difficult as it probably 
a^^peared when first instituted. The botanic gaiw 
dens also afforded the novel spectacle of many exr^ 
otics blowing in the open air, which, at this season, 
seldom or ever emerge from the comfortable secu<* 
rity of the hot-house. The warm and open weather, 
however, was accompanied by almost continual rain ; 
and the inconveniences usually ciKperienced from 
the breaking up of a long and hard frost were se«- 
verely felt in many parts of the country, and in the 
neighbourhood of London. 

The subsequent /ro«< enabled the confectioners to 
lay in some ice, that they might freeze their creams 
in winter; but as this supply was by no means 
sufficient for the London market, a speculating pa- 
tissier sent to Norway for two shiploads of clear 
ice, to be cu{ out of some of the extensive lakes in 
this country. The first cargo arrived safely and 
opportunely^ as the weather was cold, though in 
May, and the commodity was quickly distributed 
to the different confectioners in London. It was 
sold at three halfpence a pound, and afterwards 
retailed at fourpence halfpenny. The speculator. 



we are assured from unquestionable authority, gained 
four thousand pounds by the venture ! The second 

* 3 soon enougl 
isequence of tl 
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ship, however, did not arrive soon enough, and 
much of the ice was lost in consequence of the heat 
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of theweirflMr. About six yean ago a similar spe- 
cnlalioB was made in tliis sUppery commodity. — 
Whea Ae eargo arrived in the river, the Cnstom- 
hfKise ofllcers were, as usual, on the alert, and the 
iceberg from which it bad been abstracted, not 
having eidier a custom-house or an accompting- 
hoQse elected on it, the customary bills of lading 
and deannce were wanting. This was not the only 
informality discovered in the case. The commodity 
being foreign, it was clear that it should be entered at 
the Custom-house of London ; but whether under the 
head of produce or of manufacture, was a very puz- 
% question. After much .dispute, it was proposed 
to cut the knot, by entering the commodity BiS foreign 
fabric; and not being enumerated in the custom- 
honse lis^ it was cOluiiguHMl to pay a duty ad valo- 
rem, or, according to the value. This is 25 per cent., 
and tiie importer has the option of estimating flie 
value. A compromise was, however, effected in 
time to prevent a premature dissolution ; and the 
npnants of the precarious commodity were, in haste, 
distdbuted among the ice-houses in town. 

As firagt and mow may be still toithin the recoU 
hitUm of pur readers, and perhaps, ere these pages 
shsdl issue from the press, may again present their 
curious and beautiful phenomena to the eye of the 
inquisitive observer, we shall, in continuation of our 
former notices on the subject ', proceed to offer some 
remarks on the various interesting appearances which 
are exhibited by the progeny of winter in tiie frozen 
regions of Ihe North. 

The beautiful appearances occasioned by the Sun 
shining in a cold of twenty or thirty degrees of Reau- 
por, are scarcely to be conceived by those who live 
in mofe temperate countries. Ten thousand spark- 

— ■ , . ^ w m M . ■ I. I .. > ...,■,■1 .... I ■ I ■ 

'See the Kftturftlift'8 Diary for January and February in eur 
preyioug yolnsaee, and particularly the lastf pp. 27, 53, S2, for an 
interestingaccount of the * Phenomena and Natural History of the 
Arctic RegioBs.' 

C 
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lUig atar^ of ige^ lirif l^tev ^m tbe1ingh(e#t difpiMm4» 
plav on tbjB smf^x^Q of th^ frozen si^w; ml tb^ 
sUgntest bi3qe25<B SjQta m motion i^yriad&.of if7 %(Qia3 
w¥o9e glqamins li^bt lUKl bealU;if^l i^tiHi^:^^ I^iuoa 
4a9zle aud wewrjr Ij^^ eyq, A re/pwt trayc^U^r if^]gtii#- 
sia» "^hile describing Uie iotopi^ qoW of ibo winteir 
iu tbsit cQQutry, tl^us. m^nti^^ns^ til^ b^M^dibood and 
tp4iffa:eiii;e with which it is bom^ hj tbo imt^ves^ 
Wbtte, the ^Wvering fo^cdgflii^rt, bwiod iq^wi^ WR ot 
s^veu fur maik^^iWtUy leaps uj^to ^fk cjaa^^^ft aa 
if feai,rfi4 of a luom^nt's ^xposi^re. to tb§ «ir^ axid 
thejce fences .himself rowA wiUi oqsliybw^ wd <>w*- 
tl^^ ^ the active driver> attired in Ms sjpM^t pdisse^. 
quxd with hi£» neqk bared to the iwlQinonQK of the 
wither, leaps on his seat witibi an^agiUfy.equ^ to 
that of a French opep*a danA^; and mmmM^lj 
commences both his jaumey> and 1^ otear*. ani- 
malted $ong. The keen wigd^ cut hig faoe> i^^oto^ 
bang upon bia hair^ his ragged beard is congealo^ to^ 
a maas of ice^ flakes of snow fill both hi^ boaeift 
and Ms open month— no matter^ im ^tili cofttiai^a 
to sing nntil he arrives at the ne^t im : tbeiso bo 
hastens to the warm stove ; removes tb^ i6.ii(^to3 from 
his visajge^ crosses himself before th^ m^k^d ^aint 
placed in one comer of the apairtme^at; $i?iEallowst 
his glass of brandy^ and is again in hi^ ^mk as^ on 
his journey. 

During the thaw at the breaking v^p^ of wjintor ia 
CafwUf, a very extraordinary effect 1% prf^uaed on 
$ome of 4^e^ trees : where this occurs^ the treQ> froio. 
the trunk to the point of the sn^Iest braPoJh* bO-* 
^omes inorasted with, pure ice. The^ n^y be a 
small de^ee of frost during the night; whiQb &^m» 
the moisture that covered the trees duiiag tbe day ; 
and it is probable that the external part^ ^tha trees 
themselves (being cooled down below the freezing 
point by tlie extreme cold of the pre^vious weather) 
freeae die vapour the moment it comes in contact 
with them ; in the same way that the glassi of a win- 
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flow, hi winter; becomes lnctu.^ed trttk lee by the 
fteezlb^ of the tnoisttii^ ih the air of a room. Hie 
branches becottte, at la^ sb laden trith ice> that it 
is i^fOi difficulty they ^ppott ltd weight; 4&d it 
there happen to come a stotin of wlhd, the branched 
infedHMy bteak off, and the destruction among 
trees, of all sotts, is immefise. Branches from six 
tD twelttB inches in diameter ate seen etery where 
imngkkg from fte trees, completely broken down. 
Nothing can be more cntions and tseauUftd than 
one of mese Ice-incruSted treed, when the Sun shines 
Qpon it, hating die appearance of fairy Work, or 
61iclMitttnrent; 

Ik stating Ikdd ilkstrative of the severity of a 
Canadian winter, a recent traveller mentions the 
experimentd iyti bomb-shells, made at Quebec some 
years tLgo by a Major tf llliamd, of the Artilleiy, in 
ordet to ascertain ihefofce (^freezing iMter: these 
were madtB bn iron shells of different sizes, from the 
ttiirteen fn(4i i^^ell to the cohorn of four inches dia- 
aetet. The fehellswere nearly filled witli water, and 
an bron plug was driven in at the fuze hole by a 
sledgie hammer, tt was found, however, that the 
phig tionld never be driven so firmly into the fuze 
hole as to Yei^ist the eicpanding iCo, which pushed it 
out widh ^eat force and velocity, and a bolt or 
cylinderr of ice immediately shot up from the hole; 
bat when a plug was used that had springs, which 
wonld expand and lay hold of the inside of. the 
cavity^ sO that it could not possibly be pushed but, 
the force of the expansion split the shell. 

l%e amazing force of expansion in congelation Is 
also shown fi'om the distance to which these iron 
plugs were l!hrown out of Hie fuze hole. A plug of 
two pounds aAd a half weight was thrown no less 
than 415 feet from the shell ; the fuze axis was at 
an angle of 45: the thermometet showed 51 degrees 
below the freezing point. Here it appears that ice 
and gtrnptrwder perform the l^ame Operations. 
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Tlie month of January in England, if not. clad^ip 
snow and icicles^ is generally borne upon fhe'strongg 
tempest's wing/ and speaks in loud and audibly 
tones, * the woods and fields among ;V but two*faced^ 
like Janus, whence he takes his name, he has also his 
summer garb, his smiling features, and his wreaths 
of flowers, as the past year abundantty testified. 

The numerous tribes of hirdB now quit their re- 
treats in search of food. Larks {aloMda arv^nm) con* 
Sregate, and fly to the warm stubble for shelter; and 
le nut-hatph {sitta europaa) is heard. The shell-less 
snail or slug {Umax) makes its appearance, and com- 
mences its depredations on garden plants and green 
wheat. The missel thrush (turdus viscivorus) begins 
its song. Tliis bird sings between the flying lowers, 
and continues its note till the beginning of August. . 
'The red-breast {motadlla mbecuk^ chaunts its 
pretty, song. This' little bird, on account of its 
near approach to our dwellings JEmd its familiarity 
with man, is, perhaps, the best known of all the 
feathered race, except such as are kept in domes- 
tication. They are capable of endunng the most 
severe winters in this island; but, at the approach 
of stich inclement seasons, they leave the woods, 
where they reside in summer, and are wiUing to ac- 
knowledge a kind of dependence upon man. It is 
then that they enter the orchards of the farmer, and 
establish themselves in some hedge, or unoccupied 
house ; making frequent calls at the kiichen-door, 
durmg the continuance of frost, in order to pick up 
any crumbs and fragments that have been dropped 
there, before they are destroyed or congealed by 
the frost. Many of them have been fed from the win- 
dow during the whole season : some entrust them- 
selves even within the room; and it id seldom that 
they repent of this confidence ; for they are univer- 
sal favourites, and, almost always, meet with that 
generous treatment which their wants or flieir trust 
in the human race so well merit It is remarkable. 
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OM »Md'«liltAi femitm in Nottii Britain m Ihe 
yMr tumaA should mlgmte from Fraiioe dwiiig &• 
ivteor iidiitbtfv £tti[{h^ bdwet^r^ is tiie ctae: in 
AlMbe, tte Yed^bmnn freqa^hti the hedgw asA 
iw0lt^'^biime$, fof a short lime> in ftUtumn maA 
AfoMiftl tmt re^itt'ly id the dead of winter, wlmi 
fhe bard frost commences, disappears. In bis springf 
Yisit, he makes but a short stay, hasting, as he then 
is, to toter the forest, t!bat he may therd, amidst the 
spreading l^^tes, etijoy solitude aiidI<>Ve. 

The red-breast builds its nest at the foot Of some 
thick shrub, or upon a tufl of grass able to support 
it. The materials of which it is composed are oak- 
leares, mods, and a bed Of feathers witbiti. Some- 
times, after the edifice is finished, the bird covers it 
entirdy over with leaves, allowing only a small pas- 
sage to r^nain> sufficient to admit its body* During 
the season of nestling and incubation, the male 
makes the grove resotlnd witli his soft and melodious 
lays. His warbling is soothing and tender, animated 
occasionally with notes of a louder tone, and some- 
times, too, graced With those touching and enagaging 
accents^ that seem to express the ardoiir of his love. 
In the swe^t society 6f his famak, he seems to be 
wholfy' absorbed : at the interference of otiiel* coAi- 
paiiy, be becomeafretfol and enraged ; for no strangcor 
is pOTBitted to intermeddle with bis^oy : even tliose 
of his ofm Species bo pursues with rage, till lie 
bttddhes them from the district he bits chosen for 
hiaad£ Hw Ibve exhibits a strange mia^tture ^t 
jeatonay ami attachment 

Tbe Joild of ttie red-'breast varies With the season* 
la opting, he JfeeOs upon insects and worms, whlcb 
hsfpunteas with address and nimbleness, in Oidire 
teist^luid^sbady districts where be thenresides« In 
mtowAf^lie deT6iinr8 all kinds of seeds and fruits that 
aiBpiiiamid in the district, not excepting tim appld 
aad Hw^pvipo^ . 

g2 
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There is no bird more active, none satisfied Mritb 
a smaller portion of rest^ than this bird: he iS:tit^e 
first that appears in woods at the break of day^ nmd 
the last that retires thither in the evening to enjoy 
repose. This species is spread over the whole of 
Europe^ from Norway and Sweden, to ttie coast of 
llie Mediterranean. 

On hearit^ a Robin sing in .Church during Divine Service* 

While grateftil crowds tbeir ready homage pay, 
And hoiv'uly channtings hail the sacred day — 
While the looU organ's note responsive swells. 
And the rapt soul in mnte attention dwelit— 
Say, little robin, Winter's sweetest bird ! 
Shall Jthy small twitter waft its notes nnheard? 
ShaH the pare offering of thy native song 
TJnheed pass the pronder strains among i 
Ah, no ! ione songstress, hmnble though thy note, 
Tliough small the tribute of thy warblmg throat; 
Yet, in His eye, who marks the sparrow's foil, 
Who, ever present, reigns the Lord of All ; 
To Him, the feeblest song, the simplest prayer. 
To find an audit, needs bat be sineere : 
Nor 'midst the skilful tones of human ait 
Will he o*erlook the incense of the heart -, 
Bat ever deign to lend a gracious ear. 
Thy bymns and mine, sweet moralist, to hear. 

The hedge-sparrow (motadUa modularisj and the 
thrush {iurdus musicus) now begin to sing* Hie 
wren, also, ^ pipes her perennial lay/ even ammig 
the flakes of snow. T^e titmouse (pmrm) pnlls 
straw out of the thatch, in search of insects ; liaoiets 
^fringilla linota) congregate; and rooks {wmu 
frugtUgus) resort to their nest trees. Pallets b^iinuto 
lay ; voung lambs are dropped now* Spiders lihMit 
out their webs ; and the blackbird (JLurdus mmdu) 
whistles. The fieldfares, red-wings, skylasfcs^ and 
titlarks, resort to watered meadows for fooi, and 
are, in part, sopported by. the gnaiswiiMlLnie.oa 
the snow, near the water. The tops of teadierftar- 
nips and ivy-berries afford food for tbe -gamt&m* 
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nms birds, as the riagdoTe, &c. Es^rth-wonns lie oat 
on flie groiind> and the shell-snail {heUx nemoraU$)i 
^^pears. On the nfility of worms in manuring the 
soa, see T.T. for 1821, p. 27. 

llie house-sparrow (fringilla domestica) chirps^ 
This l>ird not only builds its nest under toe eavea 
of houses, but in the nests Of other birds, and some^ 
times alone on the top or nearly the top of the TLomr 
hardy poplar. 

The bat (vespertUioJ is now seen* Bats are very 
useful animals; destroying great numbers, of the 
large white moths which fly abroad by night. . Our 
Somersetshire correspondent informs us that he had 
a colony of bats over the entrance to his house. 
They generally continued abroad during the dark- 
ness of the night in the summer season^ and re- 
turned to tiieir abode on the approach of day. . He 
was very careful that this colony should not be 
destroyed or disturbed. By turning down the lead, 
he could, at any time of the day, see great num- 
bers of them ; and he counted, earW one morning in 
the summer, seventeen returning from their ni^f s 
excursion. These animals appear particularly partial 
to lead roofs, hence their frequency about churches 
coreied with lead. 

In very severe winters, that beantiful bird, the 
Boh^Diiaa chalteier (ampelis garrulusj, is sometimes 
found in Uns countey . 

The appeantnce which nature presents in the 
vegHable kmgdom, at, this season of the year, are 
scant indeed ; yet, amid the general torpor, revivis- 
ceqt signs iqppear, enough to invite our readers to 
^ter upon the study of Botany^ under, the auspices 
of a New Tear, which has ever been held favourable 
to fresk projects, and which are now undertaken 
with nnewed ardoar.-*-8e6 borne remarks in our last 
vo]imBe,pp« 31-93, 170-181. 

Hie kmltmus fHger, or Christmas rose^ as it k 
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emuMooly called, exhibits Um pretty flowers at tbis 
ieaMMit If tlie wealiier be very mitd and fiitootable, 
the gavden crocas fc. vemm) puts fofth its flower 
before the leaves are grown to their full leagftt. As 
an agreeable contrast to this golden*colonred flower^ 
ttesnondrop (gabMthus fUvuU^), formeily called 
^fabr maids of February,' from its gmemtly appear- 
ing ia that month, often graces the last days of ttiis. 
It is a modest and elegantly drooping flower. 

Tbe dii&a rose (roM chinenda ai^ torn Mnper- 
Jktren$\ till lately nnknown to na, and at first con- 
sidered only as a greenhouse plant, is now se^i in 
Mow in the open air, even in Ihe month of Decom- 
bar, often with its red bads mossed with frost* 

In mild seasons there are many flowers in blow in 
the month of January ; some we have enumerated in 
p. 24: to these may be added periwinkle fi>fck^, 
n^or 2f mimrjf heart's ease {viola iriaohf)*, and 
the delightftal, sweet-smelling wall-flower {eh^ran^ 
ikuB cJMri), to which we have a just tribute in this 
exquisite sonnet: — 

' ' " ■ - ' •■■ ' ■ m in III 

> Hsabt's l&ASE I hy W. MaxweU, an Ameritmt. PoeU 
There is a charming little Aow'i, 

A eharmiiig flow'r it is ; 
The brightest gem in Flora's hOW'f » 

And sweet as Beauty's kiss* 

Hiere U no fragrance in its slgh^ 

To tempt the busy Bee ; 
It doesn't please the Butterfly, 

But it is dear to me. 

I love to see the little thii^, 
When Iiloniing paints the tti^f 

^ Before the lark is on the win^ » 

Open its sparkling eyes. 

Then, bright and fresh with shining dew, I 

It glitters to the ray, | 

With triple spots of irsrioiui hue, j 
So fancifiilly gay. 

This is the flow'r that I will weaf^ 

That girls may cease to tease ; . 
- VA name is misic to my ear. 

What is it called ?*-Heart*s Ease. 
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Tb the WAhirFLowKSU 

I wiB a^t p|«MllM oftoi-fiattertd row, 

Oti Tiifiii-likey with blnriHiig duirms half seeO| 

Or wfaeo in dazsliiig fplendoor, like n qoeea, 
AH ber magmficeiice of f tate ihe 9hom%i 
K<s nor that noo-Uke lUy, mhkk Ibat blowi 

Bcneatli the vaU^'s oool and ihady icraeo ; 

Nor yet the san-flowery that with warrior mien 
Still eyet the orb of glory where it flows; — 
Bat thon, neglected wdll-JlMeer, t6 my breast 

And mnse art dearest, wildctt, tweetett flower^ 
Tb ivhou alone the privilege ib given 

Frondiy to root thyself above the rest 
As genius does, and, from thy rocky tower, 

Lend fragrance to tiie purest breath of beavtn '. 

J3ee# Yentoxe out of their hives every moirfb io: Jhe 
year^ and may occasionally be seen on some fine mild^ 
days in J'anaary, busily improving ' each shining 
hoar^ in gatiiering food from the snowdrops, &c. 

Ihe golden saxifrage, called alsd golden moss, and 
stonecrop (chrysoplenium), in the absence of other 
flowers^ affords its little aid to give life and beantv 
to the garden. The bramble (rubus fruticoms) stiU 
retains its leaves, and gives a tibin scattering of green 
in the otherwise leafless hedges ; while the berries/ of 
the hawthorn, the wild rose, and the spindle-tree> 
afford their brilliant touches of red. The twigs of 
the red dog-wood, too, give a richness amid the gene- 
^ brown of the other shrubs. Ivy now casts its 
leaves. 

The MiMSTRBL rf ih§ Ivy Tm»« 

My garden-wall was old and bare, 

I sought an oak with ivy erowned i 
It had a straggling branch to spare ; 

I bore it to my garden ground. 

Six summer snns their beams have shed. 

And smiled upon my stolen guest : 
The ivy to the wall is wed, 

The RoSin there has built his n^sst 

' Sixty-4lve Sonnets, &c*, Baldwin and Co., 1818. 
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When dmd wifh snow tmdk leafless tree. 

And evVf oflier sMgstef's fhdp 
Sweet is the fed^bruist't minstwhyt 

Soft cwelied fram Us if J bed. 

And mttdi I love my tonefnl gnesti 

I love to hear his early song ; 
I love the bird with crimson btetest. 

And wUi he may hb stiQr ptdfon^. 
Hie wind which feOed the antient oak 

That gave the ivy for his nest. 
And the tall mountain pine hath broken 

Harmed not the bird with crimson breasts 

' His hnmble home is ever freen^ 

Its happy inmate ever guy $ 
Hb wild notes glad tiie sylvan scene, . 
They charm the winfry hours away. 

Sweet bird I Vti court thy longest stay, 

Por ifaee tiie gay green moss TH spread, 
With tribnte to ihy minstrelty 

SiMMscattered cmmVs of hoarded bt«MU 
. If ever I forget B^ guest, 

I'll give thee leave afar to ily; 
And quit thy ivy-sheltered nest, 

Tb live beneath some ftieirdller ^e. Xr. 

In Uiis monfii, fhe farmer carries but manure to 
tiis fields, and repairs quickset hedges; taking ad- 
vantage of the dry and hard ground, during frost. 
The bam resounds with the flail, bartey being now 
threshed ibr malting. He lops forest trees, and cuts 
timber for winter use. About the end of the month, 
in dry weather, peas and beans are sown, and vetches 
for seed or fodder. Hogs are killed for bacon, and 
beef and hams «re smoked. 

Great inconvemetice is sometimes experienced in 
winter from the freezing; of ponds. Thiese are often 
frozen over with thick ice, and It is necessary to 
break a place in this, and throw out the ice, for the 
cattle to get at the water: the fresh ice too must be 
broken, and thrown out ; and so on, till almost all 
the water is coiiTerted imto 40iid rdeki To remedy 
this, fmr Hmititigdonsfaire correspondent suggests^ 
foUowingidMOf 
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A Fbost WxjLi*. 

A pond might be kept open, find a sort of well 
formed, by sinJking a tub or barrel, without a bottom, 
or a square frame-work of rough wood, into a hole 
broken in the ice^ SQ as to riw some imAes above the 
water; and to put roujadtbis some dry sweet litter, 
very close ; and over the top a wooden cover, or lid, 
like a lid to a copper, which may be taken off at 
such stated times as are proper for the cattle to drink, 
and then put on again, and covered with litten 
This wouM, probably, keep even very severe frost 
from, freezing the water within, and omy require the 
trouble of removing the litter and cover each time* 
histead of the very great labour of breaking the ice 
with a club, or pick-ax, or mattock. Fresh h^se-Iittet 
from the stable would answer the purpose of keeping 
fte water from fi-eezing better than the plain straw ; 
but, as this wotdd hurt the pond, if suffered to drain 
kkto it, or if not taken away as soon as the thaw 
eommences, straw may be safer for use in general 
cases. Some rough boards, with some Utter over 
Aem, should be laid on the ice, fh>m the edgi9 id the 
pond to the well, for the cattle to tread, on,, to psCi^ 
vent either their slipping, or bresj^ing in the u;e; 
and it. would be, still better to have rails, on eack sidiEi 
of ^is vray to the well, to prevemt the cattletgokkg on 
the naked ice. 

The timely covering up of wells, pipes« wd puxn^ps^ 
and drs^wing off the water fi-om tubs,^ to preyejit their, 
bursting at the approach of frosts aiie most impi^rtanit 
points to be attended to. 



S€»3m^n^. 



SOME etymologists derive February ftom Febma, 
an epitiiet given to Juno, a» the Goddess 6f Purificar 
tien ; whU?e others attribute the origin of the name to 
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Februa, a feast heU by the Romaiis in this months in 
bebfdf of the manes of the deceased. 

In FEBRUARY 1823, 
*1. 1811.-*-V0LCAN0 IN. THE SBA, 

On this day a tremendous volume of smoke was 
seen to issue and rise from the sea (near fiie AaK>Te3)f 
though apparently thick and dense, to an extraordir- 
nary height above the first region of the atmosphere. 
At intervals, a dark muddy substance was driven up 
to ten, and sometimes to twenty, fathoms. No flame 
was visible daring the day : it was at night that the 
phenomenon filled the mind with the most terrific 
and sublime sensatiops ; it was at night that the aw* 
fnl contest between twp of the grand elen^ents of 
nature struck the senses with the most unmingled 
wonder and admiration. The flame did not always 
ascend very high, perhaps not more than twenty feet 
above the surface of the sea ; but at times of remoter 
intervals, the fire accompanied the smoke to a pro- 
digious height, carrying up with it substi^nces re- 
sembling pieces of stone or metal. J^ explosion on 
die fifth day was far more treinendous than JEuiy for- 
mer one. The fire a^^ended like a host of sky- 
rockets to an iipmense height, and the burning fluid, 
or lava, was not extinguished till it plunged i^in 
into the oceiui. The distance firpm the shoie is a|>out 
a mile and a half ; and when the eruption had, in 
some degree, subsided, the spot appeared like a rock 
under water, with the sea breaking furiously over it. 

2. — PURIFICATION OF THB BLBSSED VIRGIN 
MARY. 

This festival is of high antiquity, and the autient 
christians observed it by using a great number of 
lights ; in remembrance, as it is supposed, of our 
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blessed SaviotiT's being declared by Simeon to be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles ; hence Uie name of Can- 
dlemas-day. The Benediction of the Candles at 
Rome on this day is described in our last Tolvme, 

p. 34. 

3.— SBXA6BSIMA SUNDAY. See SBPTUA6B8IMA 
SUNDAY, p. 16. 
3. — SAINT BliASB. 

He was. Bishop of Sebaste in Armenia, and snffeted 
martyrdom in 316, under the persecution of laciimis, 
by command of A^ricolaos, governor of Cappadocia' 
and the Lesser Armenia. 

5. — SAINT AOATHA. 

She suffered martyrdom under Decius, in the year 
251. In the third part of the homily against peril of 
idolatry it is said, ' iBnomaus and Hesiodns show, 
that, in their time, there were thirty thousand gods. 
I think we had no fewer saints, to whom we gave the 
honour du^ to God. And they have not only spoiled 
tbe true living God of his due honour in temples, 
cities, countries, and lands, by such devices and inr 
yentions, as the Gentile idolaters have done before 
them, but the sea and waters have, as well, special 
saints with them, as they had gods with the Gentiles, 
Neptune, Triton, Nereus, Castor and PoUux, Venus, 
and such other; in whose places be come in St. 
Christopher, St. Clement, and diverse others, and 
specially oar Lady, to whom shipmen sing Avefnuiris 
Stella. Neither hath the fire escaped their idolatrous 
inventions ; for, instead of Vulcan and Vesta, the 
Gentiles' gods of the fire, our men have placed St. 
Agatha^ and make letters on her day for to quench fire 
with/ 

The fSte of this saint is celebrated with great 
pomp at Catania, in Sicily. The following account 
is given by a traveller who witnessed it in 1819. 
The image of the saint, of the natural size, is car- 
ried on the shoulders of four « priests to the church: 
this object of the adoration of the people was deco- 

D 
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rated with diamonds aiul all kinds of predons stones^ 
and reclined on a massiye plate of silv.er ; it was co- 
vered with a Teil. Cries of * Long liye St. Agallia' 
resounded through the churchy which was splendidly 
illuminated. The soldiers^ ranged in two lines, could 
scarcely make a passage for it: every one was in 
motion, and was continually leaping before the sta- 
tue, exclaiming,. ^ Oh, how handsome she is! Oh, 
how good," &c. From the church the ims^e was 
conveyed to ah enormous car, drawn by twenty pair 
of oxen, and thus paraded round fhe city amid peals 
of applause from the infatuated multitude. The fSte 
wias terminated by a display of fire- works and a ge- 
neral illumination. 

9.--*QUINQUAGBSIMA SUNDAY. iSe6 SSPTUAGfi* 

SIMA, p. 15. 
*9. 1555. — DR. ROWLAND TAYLOR MARTYRBD. 

He was Rector of Hadleigh in Suffolk, and was 
burnt alire in fhe sanguinary persecution under Queen 
Mary, for his adherence to the doctrines of the re- 
formation. The following is the inscription on a 
monument erected on Oldham Common to comme- 
morate his martyrdom :-^ 

Mark this rude stone, where Taylor dauntless stood, 
Where ceal iniViriate drank the martyr's blood ! 
Hadlei^ ! that day how many a tearful eye 
Saw thy loved pastor dragged a victim by: 
Still scattering gifts and blessings as he pasty 
< To the blind pair' his farewel ahns were cast ; 
His clinging flock e'en here aroond him prayed, 
' As tbon hast aided us, be God thine md.' 
Nor taimts, nor bribe of mitred rank, nor stake, 
Nor blows, nor flames, his heart of firmness shidie -, 
Sereaie, his folded hands, his upward eyes. 
Like holy Stephen's, seek the opening skies: 
There,, fixed in rapture, bis prophetic sight 
Views ^mth dawn clear on England^s bigot night. 
Triumphant saint ! he bowed, and kissed the rod, 
And soared on seraph wing to meet his God I 

The following words are engraved in rude capitals 
upon the unhewn stone at the foot of the monument : 
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P. TATLBR III DC 
P£1fDlllO THAT 
WAS GOOD AT 
TH» PhA9 I.EFT 
HIS BLOOS. 

11. — SHROVE TUESDAY. 

Shrove Taesdny (obaonres aliiFdly imter) is a relio 
of the canuval, and 19 more pircMseuy called, in some 
parlft of the country. Pancake l^aday, the diriying 
orGoofesstoa^of sin takiBg.pteeeip the ShroTetide 
or Lfptb whieln follows it. It was the intenrid betweai 
iesh^tiDg and fish-eatioff^ and so they jadicioasly 
fiUed^up the time with puoding. The.making of the 
jmnca^its n^d to, famish as mach. amusement in the 
iitebejat as their mastieatiott did in die parlour, the 
operajtors piq^ubg tbeoast^Tes on tossing them skil- 
fully in the pan. But the custom is too much gone 
oat. We see a great many reasons for the discon- 
tinuance of som^ customs,— -of eodsrfighdi^, for in- 
stance, which used to be' flie disgrace of Ibis day, 
and which is the t>astime of cowards. But why we 
should give up our pancakes, unless we have lost 
our gums as well a& t^eth, or are subject to the 
heart-bum^ w^ see: no reason upon table. They are 
of taste ' not inelegant," as Milton says ; tibey are a 
nice variety ; their entrance is a prodigious moment 
fertile childim^. they can accommodate themselves 
to sophisticated palates by means of lemon -juice or 
vinegar: the ixdlzngof one of fiiem up, and then cut* 
ting it witk a. knife and: fink,. and doping the slice 
ktta pientf efidugar, is a thing not to be Kgfatly 
praiaied; AUsnch Gastoms.a]id puddings, even black 
ones, for which we ;have an esteeaii, are innocent 
links with, and mei^emiB of, .our ancestorsv^— (Lt^e* 
rary]pocietI^Bicj,l&3SL) 

Om^.Hanim^nshire corruprndettt has sent us 
9a account of a practice inUsneij^ousrhood, called 
codMnrntUn^^ whiehy tkoughnotquito so eiuel as 
eoci*AMa}mg,.immot muck in&uor to it. A coek is 
procured, and his wings are cut;: tbe nmners pay so 
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much a-head, and have fheir hands tied behind them, 
and nm after him, and are to catch him in their 
mouths, hold him, and carry him to a certain place 
or goal, when the bird is his. In this race Ihere is 
mnch tumbling and squabbling for the bird, and the 
one who gets hold of it frequently has his face and 
eyes yery much pecked. On an attempt to have one 
of these runnings in our correspondent's parish on 
Shrove Tuesday, 1822, the owner of the cock, t?ho 
had given two shillings for it, could not get runnrs 
sufficient, at three pence a-head, to make it answer 
to him ; and our correspondent attributes this to bis 
having put up in the school-house, in a large print, 
the following lines, which had been given tdm by a 
fnend, and which had been got by heart by all the 
children for several years : 

On CfiuuTT to Brutbs. 
A man of kindneBf to hk beast is kindy 
But bratal aetions show a bnital odad : 
Remember, He who made <Am, made the brute; 
Who gave thee speech and reason, formed At|R mute s 
He can^t compkdn, bnt God's all-seeiog eye 
Beholds thy cmelty— •He hears his cry* 
He was designed thy serranty not thy drad^ ^ 
And know,-— that Ats Creator is tky Jndge ! f. 

12. — ASH WBDNBSDAY. 

Formerly Lent began on the Sunday after Qum- 
quagesima, i. e. our first Sunday in Lent, and ended 
at Easter, containing in all 42 days; and subtracting 
the six Sundays which are not fasts, these remained 
only 96 fasting days, the tenth part of 960, the nam- 
her of days in the antient year, then considered as a 
tythe of Iha year consecrated to God's service. To 
these 96 fasting-days, however, oi the Old^LetU, 
Gregory added* four days more, to render it equal to 
the time of our Saviours fasting, causing it to begin 
on A A Wednesday, three days after Qukiquagesima ; 
and thus it has remained ever since. Lent is not of 
apostolic institution, nor was it known in tte earUet 
ages of the Christian church. 
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14. — BAiHT YAI^NTIMB. 

B]f ft moat singitlftr arraagraienty the day on which 
a Ghnstiaa bishop sirred martyrdan 1500 years 
ago, has beeo: for a l<Mig coarse of time commenio- 
rnted by (he effusions of earthly love and fancy. 
Not one of the saiiits' days in our caleadar, we may 
safely say, has be^i so honoored by the Muses. 
Little dreamed the Esqieror Valerianus, when he 
gave the order which doomed this persecuted indivi- 
dual to the block, that he was bestowing a name 
upon a day to. be held in pleasant memory by 
youthful swains and blushing damsela— a day in 
which the spirit of martyrdom has little place, un- 
less indeed tike Muse may be doomed to act the part 
of the deceased saint, which, we beUevOj is pretty 
often the case. 

From an ingenious essay on ValenHne-Writing, 
in the New Monthly Magazine (vol. iv, N.S- p. 228), 
we select the following pretty specimens of Valen- 
tines. The first is, we suppose, by a young Ifidy 

It is the lM«rof fiKir»iii|f's prhm^ 

ne yooog dty of tli» year, 
11m dqr of daya-befim tbc tin* 

When brighter hopes appeir. 
It is the time of early love 

Wheo flims but faintly sbiae ; 
Ith Hut dtay, aU days^ove. 

The iwofif St. YaHntiae! 

• Hie cold soowa on tlie meadom tie, 

And 'not a leaf is |;Mea, 
Yet here and tere in yonder sky 

A ^ani of Kght it seen. 
So Love,- yonng Lovo, 'mid storms and tnoir 

Darts forth a iifl^ difint ; 
So darl^er days the brigliteaia show 

Ofthine, St. Valentine I 

The next is from a poor melancholy witling, who 
really loved love, because it added to his stock of 
romantic musings. If his lady had smiled upon him, 
it would infallibly have broken the charm, and his 

D_2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



42 &BMARKABLS ]>AY« 

heart ako. But from this catastrophe he was hap- 
pily delivered. He has not miaptl; pourtrayed his 
feeliBgs in these lines^ and therefore we select fliem 
from among a dozen more appropriate to the occa* 
sion. 

Poor Primrose ! that through coyeriog now 

Peep'st forth the mom to greet. 
Why fairer than the'Rose art thou? 

Than sammer flowers more sweet? 
Whyy ask'st thouP Doth not Nature still 

In man thos wayward proye ? 
Mast she not charge the cup with ill. 

Ere aoght he finds to love ? 

And has not Love, by fortune's blast. 

By storms, by perils tried, 
And m6re than conqneror proved, — at last 

'Mid smiles and sunshine died ? 
Yes! jlhou that liv'st on Hope, believe 

That Hope is man's true bliss ; 
No brighter joy hath Heaven to give, 

No faurer flower than this* 

It is said that the sweet air of ' Rousseau's Dream,' 
to which all our poets, now-a-days» have a song, 
was first imported into this country twenty-two years 
ago, and that the first English words ever written to 
it were in the form of a serenade from a lover to his 
betrothed on the morning of Valentine's-day. If this 
be true, our readers will, no doubt, thank us for lay- 
ing before them a copy of these lines. 

Health to thee, mine own sweet My I 

Health and blessing, £rst and last I 
Now may Heaven, all bounteous ai4 me, 

'Bpuiid thy path new spells to cast. 
Blessed be thine early morning! 

Blessed be thine evening close ! 
Blessed thy going and retutning, 
• Summer hours, and wmter snows. 

Not to thee, all undeceiving, 
' Pore of spirit, frank of heart, 
Shall the Muse, her fictions weaving, ^ . 
Act the fiuthless flatterer's part. 
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Win and w«r fkj priat» twMt Mj ! 

Faith M tnte^ M pore at tbine J 
Love and semce ever ready 

From thy well-known Valentioe. 

19, 21, 22. — BMBBR DAYS. 

There are ybur Ember Weeks in the year, namely, 
after the first Sunday in Lent, after the feast of Pen- 
tecost, after the 14th of September, and after the 
13th of December. It is enjoined by a^ canon of the 
churchy ' tliat Deacons and Ministers be ordained, 
or made, but only on the Sundays immediately fol- 
lowing these Ember feasts/ — fNehon*) 

24. — SAINT MATTHIAS. 

Matthias was, protmbly, one of the seventy disci- 
ples, and was a constant attendant upon our Lord, 
from the time of his baptism by St. John until his 
ascension. The gospel and traditions published un- 
der his name are considered spurious. 

l^stronomtcal 0ttmxmtts 

In FEBRUARY 1823. 

Solar Phbnombna. 
Thb Sun enters Pisces at 83 m. after 9 in the 
morning of the Iddt of this month. He will also be 
eclipsed in the morning of the 11th ; but as he will 
not have risen to this country at the time, the eclipse 
yvill, of course, be invisible here. The circumstances 
ar^ 

CoBJunetion at •• 8h. 4 oik 30 s. 
In lengkude . - * 10 «. 2I0 99if 
Moon^ilaftitiide-. 1 20} N. 

This bright luminary also rise3 and sets on several 
days in this month, as in the following 

TABLE 

0/ the SufCa Bimng and Setting far every fifth Day. 

February Ist, Sun rises 28 m. after 7. Sets 32m. after 4 

6th, T9 1 ^l ,... 4. 

11th, ..•—.•••.. 10 .,.....•• 7 ^ 50 ......... 4 

2l8t, 61 ,. 6 ., 9 5 

Sotb, •••M«»»**4« 41 •..*M..* o •••.••M« 19 .••.....ft 'O 
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Equation of Time. 
Apparent tune^ or that which is shown by a good 
sun-dial, requires the following numbers to be added 
to it to give that which ought to be indicated by a 
well-regulated clock at the same instant : — 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

tn* ». 

Sftiurday, Feb. Itt, to the time by the dial adi 13 63 

Thursday^ ••••••••• 6th, ••••.».,*«m ••••«•«•• •m««.«..«m»«* ^ 24 

Tuesday, 11th, ^ 14 35 

Sunday, 16th, 14 27 

Friday, • ^..m. Slst, ••».«..»*..«....m.... .••#••.•••.••• 14 

Wednesday, .^ 36th,- ..••••.•m •«»•...•••«•••.•.•«• 13 16 

LtJKAR PHBNOMBKA. 

Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter, 2d dayi at 34 m. after 10 at night 

KewMoon, llth .• 5 ........... 3 in the mora. 

First Quarter, 18th ....«•..• 2 ...»...,.., 1 »..•..«*.•••«•« 
Full Moon, 25th 6 5 

Maoris Passage over the MerUkm. 

The Moon will make her transit over the first me** 

ridian of this country at the following times during 

this month, which will afford good opportunities for 

observation, should the weather be favourable : viz. 

February 2d, at 1 m. past 5 in the mdming 

3d, ... 47 5 

4tfa, ... 36 • • 6 ••• ,.,» 

oth, ... xO ••.••••.•• o ■•.•.••••«•••••■••»• 

7th, ... 6 9 1 

16th, •.* 3 4 in the afternoon 

17th, •«• 57 M.«.«.^.« 4 MaMvok*.*..;*.... 

Lotn, •.. do ••••••. ^.. O ...•..•...«.«•«•••« 

19tb, ... 56 •.••...,.. 6 in the evefsing 

^ 20th, ... 59 .....M... 7 .M. ...... ..•••••..«* • • 

2l8t, ... » 

SSbu, ••• 59 ■••««.•*.. w •««•..••.•«•..«••••• 

23d, ... 54 10 

PhBKOMBNA PLAUfBTARVM. 

Phases of Venus. 
The phases of this beautiful planet will bear the 
following^ proportions to each otiieratthe conunence- 
ment of tfaid month : yiz. 
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jEcKpses of Jupiter's Satellites. 

The following are sach of the eclipses of the first 
and second satellites of this planet as will be visible 
at the Royal Obserratory this month : viz. 

EmeriUms. 

Firtt Satellite, Istday^atSem. 36 s. after 1 in tlie morning 

3d ••••••••• 5 ••• 28 ••••....• 8 in the eveninr 

« 9th ......... 1 ... 15 10 at niffht 

16th. 57 ... 4 11 :... 

18rti .......M 96 ... 5 6 in the erenine 

25th ......... 21 ... 56 8 ...........!. 

Second Satellite, 6th ......... ... 28 midnight. 

24th ..•••.•.. 31 ... 13 • • 6 in the evening. 

Immersion. 

14th 1 43 in the morning. 

TABLE 

Of the Tram»i9 mid MsrUUanal AUiiwles of the 
Planets, 
1st 7tfa 13th 19th aSlh 

TRANSITS. 

Mercnry I \0 4^. 14 36 11 34iiior.ll 3 

Venus 40nift. 45 49 54 59 

Mars 646ci/^. 640 635 629 624 

Jupiter 6 40 du^. 6 17 5 55 5 34 5 13 

Saturn 5 12 q/^. 4 49 4 27 4 5 3 44 

6. Sidtts 9 44 even. 9 21 8 58 8 37 . 8 15 

MERIDIONAI, ALTITUDES. 

Mercury 96^65' SO^IS' SP 40^ 30<»24' 27054' 

Venus 2244 25 14 27 57 3050 3050 

Man 23 41 25 19 27 1 30 47 30 36 

Jupiter 57 13 57 18 ' 57 25 57 33 57 43 

Saturn 49 7 49 15 49 24 49 34 49 43 

G.^dus 15 3 15 4 15 5 15 6 15 7 

Other Phenomena. 
Yeaus and Mara may be seen together on the 4th 
of tfais.month, when Venus will only be 24|' south of 
Mais. The Moon wiU also be in conjunction widi 
a in Scorpio at 29 m. after 10 the same erening. 
If OTcnry will be stationary on the lOfh^ and in cOiK 
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junction with the Moon at 27 minutes past 5 in the 
morning of the 12th : this planet will likewise attain 
his greatest elongation on the 4ihy and his inferior 
conjunption at half past 7 in the morning of the 19th. 
Jupiter will also be in quadrature at 45 nu after 2 in 
tite morning of the 16th. 

While the youthful astronomer is contemplating 
the celestial phenomena of the month, let him reflect 
that, in reference to the Pow^r who piMled these 
mighty orbs into existence, and gave them laws by 
which these very phenomena are produced, it may 
truly be said, ^' these are but part of his ways;" and 
tibius reflecting, may he realize the conception of the 
poet; 

Night opes tlie nobU$t sctneiy and sheds an awe 
Which gives those yenerabie scenes foU weight, 
And de^p re«|eption in the entendered heairt^ 



DMSCmPTION AND USE OF SOME OF THE MOST 
INDISPENSABLE ASTRONOMICAL INSTRUMENTS 

To assist our astronomical students in their appli- 
cation of the principles we have already explained^ 
and in observing the phenomena already described, we 
shall now explain the nature and ttse of a few of the 
most indispensable astronomical instruments. la 
doifig this, howeve)-, we shall not enter into the sci- 
entific principles of their construction, but merely 
present such observations as may elucidatetibeii pmc-* 
tical purposes, l^e first thaf deserves attention is 

The AsTRONOMicAir Telescope. 
An astronomical telescope consists of two convex 
lenses^ placed in a tube at a distance from each 
other equal to (he mm of their focal distances. That 
kuEbs vihkk is nearest the object is called, the object- 
glfiSd^ and that nearest the cg^ flie ey&-giafls. Be*- 
■uite objects appear^ through a t^scope of this 
kittd, distiiftet and inverted; and the apparent dia* 
Bwtw of an object 9Beo tfarovgh this teleiN^opeis.to 
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its diameter, when tiewed by the naked eye> as the 
fecal le^th of the ob^ct glass is to fliat of the e3re 
glass. 'Hie foHowitig fig»e wiH iUastmte tfaesepro- 
perties« If CD be one convex lens, whose focal 
distance is c/*, and EF another, whose focal distance 
is qfy and if tliese be so placed that the distance be- 
tween them is equal to cf-i-gf^ they form an astrono- 
mical telescope. 



f 




Let AB be the object emittmg the sefveral pencils 
of rays, ACD, BCD, &c. which is supposed to be 
at so great a distance from the object-glass CO, that 
the rays of the same pencil maybe considered as pa- 
rallel to each other, the breadth of that glass being 
nothing in comparison to the distance of the object. 
These rays are therefore supposed to be collected 
mto their respective foci in the points a and 6, situ- 
ated at the focal distance of the object-glass, CD. 
Here they form Ihe image ah of the primary object, 
and, crossing each other, proceed diverging to the 
eye-glass £F; which being placed at its own focal 
distance from the points a and b, the rays of each 
pencil, after passing through that lens, will be nearly 
parallel to each other. The pencils, however, will 
have a great convergency, and will intersect each 
other at e, very little forttier from the lens EF than 
its focal distance gf; for, in a long telescope, the di- 
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ameter of the eye-glass bears but a small propottkm 
to the distance between the lenses* So that the place 
of the eye, to obtain distinct vision, will be neajiy in 
the fbcns of the eye-glass, and the rays of each pefa- 
oil being nearly parallel among themselves, and th^ir 
axes crossing each other in a larger angle than they 
would have done if the object had been seen with 
the naked eye, the vision wiU be distinct, and the 
object magnified. As, in comparison with the dist- 
ance of any celestial object, the length of the tele- 
scope may safely be neglected, the increase in the 
apparent magnitude of the object will obviously be 
in proportio;! of the angle A'eB' to the angle AcB, 
or to its equal acb; or, which amounts to the same 
thing, the magnifying power of the telescope is 
equal to the focal distsuice of the object-glass, di- 
vided by the focal distance of the eye-glass ; that is, 

Mag. power = -^ 

By this, it is simply to be understood thft the 
angle under which the object is s^en by means of the 
telescope is equal to that und^r which it would ap- 
pear if brought so many tinges nearer, as is iiidi^ated 
by the above fraction. 

As the axes of the pencils of rays that flow from 
the object AB cro^s each other in the axis of the 
object-glass c, the image, as seen at A'B', will ne- 
cessarily be inverted. The apparent motion of the 
object will also be reversed ; so that, if it be from 
left to right in the heavens, it will be froooi right to 
left in the telescope. But as t)ii3 inversion of ap- 
pearance and motion pertains to all the bodies that 
fall within the field of the telescppe, it is not pro- 
ductive of any practical inconvenience. It will, 
therefore, be sufficient to have pointed it out, that 
the young observer may not lose time in searching 
for the caQse of a phenomenon apparently so con- 
tradictory to his previous conceptions. It may be 
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renaiked here, that, in viewing objects ndth a tele- 
scope of this Had, it is not the object itself^ but its 
image A/B', that is seen. 

Haying thus briefly explained the chief properties 
of the astronomical telescope, we shall, under the 
bead oi next month, ofTer a few remarks relatiye to 
the apparatus attached to it Cor the purpose of ren- 
d»isg the observations more complete and accurate 
than they could be made with the instrument in the 
ample state in which it has been described. 

[To be con tinned.] 

For FEBRUARY 1823. 

The souoding way 
It hard and hoar ; crystallioe dew congealed 
Hath tipt the tphy grass; the waters^ bound 
In sluggish ice, transparency have lost ; 
No Sock is bleating on the rigid lawn ; 
No nural pipe attunes th' inclement air; 
Ko youths and damsels trip the choral sonnd 
Beneath bare oaks, whose frost-incrosted bou|^s 
• Drop chilling shadows ; icicles invest 
The banks of riHs, which, grating harsh ia strife 
With winter's fetters, to their dreary sides 
No passepger uiYite. clovbr. 

This is an exact and beautiful description of the 
month of Ffbruary, as it was in the time of the 
poet; and» although onh) a vivid picture of ^ auld 
lang syne/ we do not dei^air of again seeing an ori- 
ginal English winter with which it may be compared. 
But even this, with all its severity, cannot be thought 
offer a.,moment, when we direct our view to our. ad- 
venturous countrymen, who now experience all the 
rigours of a second Arctic Wit«ter, and whose safe 
return to Albion must be the ardent wish and earnest 
prayer of every Englishman ! 

Wild scenes of Wintbr ! what can yon disclMa 
To £»st the sight, or give the eye repose? 
E 
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C^mjiroxengrimdeur, snows, or 99lidjMd$^^ ... . , 

Ckuu)[>et6 wiiK firitaiti's fields or waving woo^s? 

Steni«we and horror ye may well inspire, 

But not one pleasing thonght, en« taoA cteuM. ' ^ ^ 

No ifarbling.bird alititiaes &e evking lay, . 

If o'er yon nigged hills we chance to. ^tray ; f . ... 

No distant ligh^ proclaims the social dome, 

No loved relations v^it us at our home; :*•.*• 

While ^sjHedirom society we roa^ /' - . 

Wbere^teiB|iestsrwr«o48parklmgfnrgB0foMn. . 

N*, Georgia GazM^ 

In this and the foUowing mcHith tom-tiUaxe ae&a, 
banging on the eaves of bams and thatched out- 
houses, particularly if the weather be snowy and se* 
vere. It is difficult- to comprehend by what means 
many of our «mall and insectiTorous birds are pre- 
served during some of our hard and long winters^ 
imless they have powers of abstinence greater than 
we are sensible of. The little blue tom-tit (parus 
c€eruleus) more frequently perishes in severe winters 
than any bird that we are acquainted with : they lay 
many eggs^ and numbers are thus produced to sup- 
ply the annual waste : he will pick a bone in our 
yards with great adroitness^ or scraps of ioieat at the 
butcher's stalls but this seems rather the , result of 
necessity than of choice; for when otfier food be- 
comes attainable, he still may procure meat. Tlie chief 
sustenance of the tom-tit is insects, which he will 
hunt out with indefatigable perseverance, and draw 
from their asylums by many -stratagems:, he peeps 
into the nail-holes of our walls for the spider and the 
chrysalis of the cabbage butterfly ; yet a supply of 
such food is very precarious, and always, in the win- 
ter season, of difficult attainment; consequently a 
great mortality ensues. This bird roosts under the 
eaves and in the little holes of our hay-stacks, where 
we often find him dead, killed by hunger or coldy or 
both conjointly : . 

In chinks and holes 
Ten tfaonsand seek an unmolested end, 
As instinct prouiptt, self-haried ere tliey die. 
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And this poor little animal, besides, lias the misfor- 
tone, with many others equally inoffensire, to be in- 
cluded in the catalogue of injuriocos birds, rewards 
being giyen for its destraction* We have seen, in 
the churchwardens' charges for a very smaB parish, 
I nwney paid for seventeen dozen of tom-iiti heads! 
in one year. ■ 

In tile course of this monfli all nature begms, as it 
were, to prepare for its reviyification ; and animate 
and inanimate nature seem to vie with each other in 
opening the tjr^y to spring. About the 4th or 5th, 
tfe wooffiark {alauda arborea), one of our earliest 
and sweetest songsters, renews his note ; the thrush 
^ngs, and the yellow-hammer is heard ; the chaffinch 
sings, and the readbreast continues to warble. 

The Robin, 
Twas winter, and the icy scene 

Gleamed with the rosy tint of mora ; 
Dead was the verdareof the green, 

And leafless was the spangled thorn ; 

When at my window-sill appeared 

A Kttle minstrel, blithe and gay, 
Who whh his woodland mnsic cheered 

"She riMni, and stole the time away. 



Upon his downy breast he wore 
A brilliant badge of crimson hne, 

And fingered round my cottage door, 
As lofttfa to bid the cat i " 



A welcome vbitor was he, 

FoT^fmBtfi^ wtndow-efll waa spread, 
With tribntes to his minstrelsy, 
. Some s<sattered ernmbs of hoarded bvead ; 

AndimidilloYedmy Bttte.goMt, . 

I loved to hear his early song ; . 
I loved the bird with crimson breast, 
' And wished he might his stay prolong. 

Bnt winter came with steraest frown, 
- And, lo! upon a luckless morn, 
1 89W the bird with breast of down 
lie dettl beneath the spangled thorn. ' 
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Now 'neath the moss of ycHicter mound, 

All tnnelese^ Ues my OBce-loTed gnest. 
And lightly bears the grassy ground 

Upon the bird of crimson breast. b. 

Rooks (corvusfrugilegus) now revisit their breed- 
ing-trees and arrange the stations of their future 
nests; an important business^ attended with grea^t 
bickering and contention, the warfare of the rookery 
continuing till the females are settled on their eggs* 
The regularity observed by these creatures in tbeir 
returns from the morning excursion is admirable ; 
and tliey who have an opportunity of attendii^ to 
them will find it regulated, in regard to time, with 
great precision, though they often feed at many miles 
distant from their roost. In calm evenings jthey re- 
turn in large bodies, high in the air, with a steady^ 
quiet motion ; at other times they scud away near the 
earth in small parties, on rapid wing, influenced pro- 
bably by the state of the atmosphere, though it does 
not appear to indicate any certain condition or 
change. The daw (a bird probably on the increase) 
mingles with them, and, thus united, they constitute 
a large body. But the rook itself has probably of 
late years decreased in numbers : their haunts Imve 
been disturbed by the changes in our manners and 
ideas ; our ' old-fashioned halls' are modernized ; 
perhaps the ' dull aunts' do not now exist,-'and the 
habitations of the ' croaking rooks' are cut down at 
a hint from the timber-merchant. In some counties 
very few rookeries remain, where they once regularly 
pointed out the farm, the grange, or flie court-house. 

Turkey-cocks now strut and gobble. Partridges 
{tetrao perdix) begi^ to pair ; the house-pigeon has 
young; field-crickets open their holes; and wood- 
owls hoot: gnats play about, and insects swarm un- 
der sunny hedges ; the stone-curlew {otis cedicnemus) 
clamours ; and frogs (rana temporaria) croak. By 
the end of February, the raven {corvus corax) has 
generally laid its eggs, and begun to sit. Moles 
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(talpa euTopmu) oommence their sabterraneotui ope- 
mtions.— See T.T. for 1814, p. 4», and T.T. for 
1818, p. 43. 

About this time the green-woodpecker (pkm viri- 
dig) fe heard in the woods, making a loud noise. 

]^U(/^eheg retam to our gardens in Febmarj, an^^ 
thotigh timid half the year, are now fearless and per- 
se^wriBg; On (he mischief effected by these birds at 
this season, see T.T. for 1821, p. 50. 

Bat few flowers appear in this month : the dwarfs 
bay (daphne mezerean) pats forth its highly fragrant 
pale lilac flowers in profusion, often entirely conceal- 
ing the branches: an occasional variety is found 
with white flowers. Tlie mezereon is most readily 
and easily propagated by merely covering the red 
beiries, as they fall off under the plant, with earth; 
The laumstinus {viburnum Hnus) is in flower, and the 
great henbit {laminm amplexicaule) graces the sunny 
bank with its purple blossom ; while the mulberry- 
coloured catkins of the alder {betula alnus) give an 
av of cheerfolBess to flie otherwise bare and deso- 
late scene. Such was the extraordinary mildness of 
the last winter (1923), that the crocus was in blossom 
on flie 9d, and the snowdrop on the 8d of February ; 
the anemone hepalica on the 18th. 

On obterving « Blossom en the tit ofFebruanff 1796. 
Sweet flower! that peeping from thy russet stem 
Uafoldest timidly (for in strange sort 
This datk, Men-coatad, hoarse, teetb-diattariag osouth 
HaHibomwed Zepliyr^a voice, and gaaed upoa.tlMe 
With blue TolDptoons eye\ alas, poor flower ! 
Itiese are but flatteries of flie Ruthless year. 
Perchance, escaped its unknown polar cave, 
EVta now the keen north-east is on its way. ooliridgb. 

The principal objects worthy of attention in the 
vegetable kingdom, in the present month, are the 
various species of mosses, which are, mJny of them, 
in full bloom, exhibiting, like some evergreens, their 
flowers and fruit at the same time.^See our last vo- 
lume, pp. 51, 52« 

b3 
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In this month early potatoes are set, 'hedges re* 
paired^ trees lopped^ and wet lands drained. Pop- 
lars, willows, osiers, and other aquatics, are planted* 

Towards the end of February, or the b^;inning of 
March, if the weather be not very severe, that do- 
mestic and harmless bird, the hedge-sparrow (mota" 
AUa modularise begins to intimate by a plaintive, 
soft chirp, and peculiar shake of its wing, the ap- 
proach of the pairing season : this motion is so con- 
stant and singular, that the local name of ' shuffle- 
wing' has been given to this bird. It is nearly our 
earliest breeder, and, using but little art to conceal 
its nest^ it becomes the booty of every prymg boy. 
The eggs of the hedge-sparrow are always found in 
such numbers on his string, that it is surprising how 
the race of this bird is continued, particularly when 
we consider the many casualties to which they are 
subjected by the domestic habits of the old birds. 
The plumage of the motacilla modularis is remark- 
ably sober and grave, and all his actions are quiet 
and conformable ; his song is short, sweet, and gen- 
Ue ; he perches for a moment on the suipmit of a 
bush, uUers his brief modulation, and hides himself 
again : his habitation is the hedge of a cottage garden, 
whence he seldom wanders far. Unobtrusive, he does 
not, like the redbreast, enter our houses, but picks 
minute insects from the edges of drains and ditches, 
or morsels of potatoes at the door of the poorest 
dwellipg at the vills^e*end. Did we seek for a pat- 
tern of a household domestic bird, none could be 
•Jfound with better pretensions to such a character than 
the hedge-sparrow. 

Lines 

Written ai Tenbttnfy WorceBterskire, on disturbing a Hedge-sparrow 
from her Nest, 
• 
Little flotterer ! swiAty flying, 

Here is none to barm thee near ; 
Kite nor hawk, nor school-hoy piTing'^ 
Little flutterer I cease to fbar. 
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Que vhp would protect tbee «v«r 

From the ichool-boy, kite, and bawk, 
Mmipg now obtrndesy Imt never 

Dreamt of plunder in his walk. 

He no weasel stealing slyly I 

Would permit thy eggs to take ; , 

Nor the pole-cat, nor the wily I 

Adder, nor the wreathed snake. 

May no cockoo» wandering near thee, 

Lay her egg within thy nest; 
Nor thy young one, bom to cheer thee. 

Be destroyed by such a guest 

Thou perchance, poor little trembler. 

Art tike one whom I could name, 
Fearihl, fluttering, no dissembler ; 

And, like thee, unknown to fame. 

One who long hath sought^ despairing. 

For a secret silent dell. 
Whither he and his repairing, 

Might with quiet comfort dwell. 

There at eve, and afler labour, 

Would he trill his ronndelay ; 
Or, perchance, with pipe or tabor 

Call the early morn away. 

Little flatterer f hast thou never 

Seen, amid thy wanderings wild, 
Such a spot, which might be ever 

Hallo^ied to Fancyli child ? 

Little flatterer! swiftly flying. 

Here is none to harm tfiee near ; ' 

Kite nor hawk, nor school-boy pryui|^ 

Little flnltererl cense to fear! 

JAMBS JSMmiiGS. 



AMONG the Roiaans, Marob^ from Mars, was the 
first montii ; and marriages made in this month were 
^ccomited unhappy. 
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3Elenmrltaf)le Ba^d 

In MARCH 1823. 
1.— 8AINT DAVID. 

Saint David was the great omameDt and pattern 
of his age. He continued in the see of St. David's 
many years ; and having founded several monaste* 
ries^ and been the spiritual father of many saints^ 
both British and Irish> he died about the year 544> 
at a very advanced age. — Early on the 1st of Marcfa^ 
the young maidens of flie village of Steban Hethe^ 
now called Stepney/ used to resort to Goodman's 
Fields (the only remains of which now not built ap«- 
on is tfie Tenter-ground) , in search of a blade of grass 
of a reddish tint; the charm beings that the fortunate 
finder obtained the husband of her wishes within the 
month. 

2.— SAINT CHAD. 

St. Ceadda or Chad was educated in the monastery 
of landisfame, under St. Aidan ; was afterwards Bi- 
shop of Lichfield, and died in the great pestilence of 
673. 

7. — P£RP£TUA. 

Perpetaa, a noble lady of Carthage, only twenty- 
mo years of age, suffered martyrdom in 203, by or- 
der of Minutius Firmianus, imder the persecution of 
the Emperor Severas. 

9. — MIDLENT SUNDAY. 

The middle or fourth Sunday in Lent was formerly 
called the Sunday of the five Loaves, the Sunday 
of Bread, and the Sunday, of .Refreshment, in allu- 
sion to the gospel appointed for lliis day. It was 
also named Rose Sunday ^ from the Pope s carrying 
9L golden rose in hishand* ^Imk he exhibited to flie 
people in the. streetei aa be vmk t« oeletaite ttie 
eucharist, and at his return. 
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*9. 1822. — DR. EDWARD DANIBL CLARKB DIBD^ 
MT. 64. 

The following character of Dr. Clarke appeared m 
the Cambridge Chronicle for March the 16th, which 
was afterwards claimed as his writiikg by the BeVk 
6. A. Bxowne> fellow of Trinity College : — 

' Perhaps no person ever possessed, in a more 
eminent degree than Dr. Clarke, the delightful faculty 
of winning the hearts and ri vetting the affections of 
&ose into whose society he entered. From the first 
moment, his conversation excited an interest that 
never abated. They who knew him once, felt thai 
&ey must love him always. The kindness of hia 
manner, the anxiety he expressed for the welfare of 
others, his eagerness to m^ke them feel happy and 
pleased with themselves, when united to the cbaims 
of his language, were irresistible. Such wa3 Dr* 
Clarke in private Bfe: within the circle of his more 
immediate friends, in l^e midst of his family, there 
he might be seen, as the indulgent parent, the affec? 
tionate husband, the warm, zealous, and sincere 
fnend. Of his public life, the present moment will 
only admit of an outline. Soon after taking his de* 
gree, Dr. Clarke accompanied the present Lord Ber«* 
wick abroad, and remained for some time in Italy* 
The classic scenes be there met with, and bis own 
mqoisitive genius, stimulated him to ent^r into a 
wider field of research; and^ shortly after bis return 
to England^ he embarked on those travels which 
have rendered his name so celebrated throughout 
Europe; indeed, we may add, in every quarter, of 
Uie civilized world. To enter into any description 
of them is needless-— they are before the public* 
They bavebeen> and will continue to be^ the deligl^ 
3ad the solace of those who have been unable to: 
visit ^her countries ; and they have excited the dor^ 
niaiit spirit of eurtosity in many a resident of Ib^ 
Uaiveisity^who bos followed eagerly the steps of 
Pr. ClarkOi and has invariably bonie testiniony to th^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



58 RBMABKABUI BATi 

accuracy and fidelity of his narrative. Dr. Qarke 
has somewhere mentioaed attflie excellencies which 
most nnite to form a perfect trar^er; he must 
hare the pencil of Norden, the pen of Volney^ ttke 
learning of Pococke^ (he perseverance of Brace, the 
enthusiasm of Savary. Of all these Dr. Clarke 
united in his own person by fiur the greater share. 
No difficulties in his progress were ever allowed to 
be insuperable; and, upon all occasions, he impart- 
ed to others a portion of hia own enttiostasm. It 
was upon the return from this extensive tour, daring 
which he. had visited nearly the whole of Europe, 
and parts of Asia and Africa, that Dr. Clarke pre- 
sented to the University t^ose memorials of his tra- 
vels, which now decorate the vestibule of Oe library ; 
and, as some return for the splendour which hia name 
had reflected upon the University, he W9» compli- 
mented, in fuU senate, with the degree of LL.D. 
From that moment the residence of the traveller was 
confined to Cai^bridge, and he shortly after com- 
menced those public lectures on mineralogy, which, 
if possible, have made his name more known and 
honoured, both in this and in foreign countries^ than 
even his long and interesting travels. Natetral his* 
tory was his earliest and most favourite study, and 
that pecuUar branch &f it which refers to the mineral 
kingdom soon ^grossed the wlu>le of his attention. 
Inihe delivery of his celebrated lectures, Clarke was 
w^kmt a rival: his eloquence was inferior to none 
^ (in native eloquence, pei^ps, few have ever equalled 
him in thjis ..country).; his knowledge of his subject 
was extensive } his elucidation clear and simple ; 
and in. his illustrations, which were practically af- 
folded by the various and beautifril specimens of 
his minerals, he was peculiarly happy. Most of 
those specimens he had himself collected, and titey 
seldom failed to give rise to the most pleiising asso- 
ciations by their individual loicaMty . W e may jusHy 
apply to him, in the delivery of his leetores, what 
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is ei^rayeii on the monament of Groldsmitb, ** Nihil, 
quod UtigiU, non wwmtJ* Of the liig^ qQnUties 
of bis mind, of his force an4 eneify as a Christian 
preacher, of the siiblimitjr and exoeUenee of his dis^ 
ooorscs, we might tell in ^y other place tfian ,Cam<> 
badge: bnt here.all mention of themismmecessary; 
his crowded congregations are testimony sufficient. 
Of the estimation in which Dr. Clarke was held by 
foteipiers, we may in tilie same manner refer oar 
i«ad^:s to the rarioos honorary societies in which 
\a& name stands enrolled ; we may safely say, that 
to 00 one person has flie University of Cambridge 
been more indebted for celebrity abroad, daring the 
last twenty years, than to her late librarian. Dr. 
Clarke. He has &llen a victim^ indeed, to his. gene- 
rous ardour in the pursuit of science — ^he looked only 
to the fame of flie University ; and in his honest en- 
deavours to exalt her reputation, he unhappily neg-* 
lected his own invaluable health, t He has thus left 
to his afflicted family, and to his surviving friends, 
the most painful and bitter regrets ;. while to tiie 
University itself he has bequeathed a debt of grati- 
tude, which, we doubt not, will hereafter be amply 
and liberally discharged/ 

On Monday die 18tb, the remains of Dr. Clarke 
were attended to a vault in the diapel of Jesus Col* 
%e by many of the most distinguiiribed members of 
^ University; and a subscription has been entered 
iato to procure a bust of him, by Chantrey, to be 
placed' in s(»ne conspkuous^art of th6 University. 
-;-The University is in treaty for his valuable coUec* 
tion of Minerals. 

12w — SAINT 6RB60RY. 

Saint Gregory, sumamed die Great, was bom about 
the year 540. He was consecrated Pope about the 
year 590, and died in €04^ Before his advcmcen^nt 
to the see, Gregory projected the conversk>n of the 
Bullish nation, but did not accomplish his wishues 
until he had assun^d the ptq^al chair. 
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— ■ ■ —-■-■III- 

16.— FIFTH SUNDAY IN LHNT. 

Dominica in Pamdne, or Passion Sonday, was the 
name given to this day in missals ; as the chofch now 
began to advert to the sufferings of Christ. In llie 
norths it is called CarUng Sunday, and grey peas, 
first steeped a night in water, and fried with batter, 
form the usual repast. 

17. — SAINT PATRICK. 

The tutelar saint of Ireland was b<mi in the year 
371, in a village called foitaveii Toiemtis, probably^ 
Kilpatrick, in Scotland, between Dnmbritonand Glas- 
gow. He did at the good old age of 128, and was 
buried at Down, in Ulster. 

18. — EDWARD KING OF THE WEST SAXONS. 

He was stabbed in the back by order of his mother- 
in-law, ElMda, at Corfe-castle, in Dorsetshire. M- 
Mda built monasteries, and performed many pc- 
niemces, in order to atone for her guilt; but t^fold 
never, by all her hypocrisy or remorse, recover the 
good opinion of the public, though so easily ddaded 
in those ignorant times. 

m. — SAINT BENEDICT. 

Benedict, or Bennet, founded ttie monastery of 
Sassino, in 529 : it was built on the hfovr of a very 
high mountain, on the top of which there was an old 
temple of Apollo, surrounded with a grove. The 
Benedictine order of monks, first instituted by our 
saint, was, in the ninth century, at its height of glory, 

*22. — EVE OF PALM SUNDAY. 

* Rome, during Lent (observes Lady Morgan), 
was literally dttd morta, and no contrast could be 
more striking than Rome on the Friday, and Rome 
on the Saturday, preceding paJm Skinday. Naples 
and Florence yielded up their winter residents to 
its religious gaieties. The fugitives who had enii^ 
grated with the last day of tiie carnival, returned 
with the first day of Passion-week. The Porte del 
Popolo, and the dreary region of St. John LateKan, 
alike teemed with an eager population. The roUL of 
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post carriages, the cracking ef the courie/s whip, the 
readily of padsper ts, the ovetflowing of hotels, the 
crammiog of lodging-houses, gave an entirely new 
aspect to the lately deserted streets. Whigs and 
Tories hunted in couples for places in the Vatican ; 
and leaders of oppositioi^ and chiefs of the treasury 
were, for once, seen on me same side of the house. 
Meantune the real pilgrim band, all that faith could 
muster or gain allure from the moimtains of the 
AbmzsBi, or Ae neighbouring villages, trudged stur- 
dUy in, supported by their bordone or pilgrim's staff, 
clad in their oiled-skin robe, *^ the scallop on their 
bat before,'' and the Virgin, painted on tin, suspend- 
ed round their necks. These are the least profitable 
visitants that Rome receives. Long unused to such 
guests, she welcomes them with a coldness of which 
tbey alone take no notice. They are bidden to Hie 
feast by the church herself, which provides for their 
lodging and maiutenance : few send apologies, and 
all are ornamental, if not useful ; for they are the 
8Qpemumeraries of the establishment, and tiiey fill 
op a procession, and bear chorus as well as better 
men. 

' At this epoch all business is at a stand. Signore 
Vasi may ^but up his Chalcograpkia, or print-shop ; 
the ingenious Momici, who set the Capitol in ear- 
rings, hang the Coliseum on the neck of beauty, 
and clasp the fairest arm with St. Peter in vinculis, — 
may take down their expensive toys, and, to the 
relief of all husbands and fathers, close their win- 
dows. The> curiosity shops no longer tempt the cu- 
rioas;.the poUshing wheel of the Scarpellino is 
silent; the antiquarian Cicerone pauses from his 
eternally repeated griro ; Messrs. Fea and Nebbi find 
their *^ occupation gone ;" and the dying gladiator 
may be a Persian king, or a Cornish wrestler, or any 
thing else he pleases : for antiquarian polemics are 
at rest, and all the disputants inquire is. Where the 
Pope pontificates ? at what hour the miserere is sung t 

p 
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oa what day the benediction is giyen ? Tbe galleriea 
of the Vatican and the Capitol are deserted as the 
Campagna; and the anticbambers of cardinally and 
ministers are thronged with applicants for tickets of 
admission for the Qoitinaland St. Peter's. 

' At length the important ttonient avriVes ; the la-< 
dies assume ^' a customary suit of solenm black,*' 
and, accompanied by their male friends, from whom 
they decently part at the church door (a custptn still 
observed in some of our cathedrals^, they proceed on 
Palm Sunday to the Quirinal, where tile ceremonies 
of the week begin/ 

23.— P ALB* SUNDAY. 

In the missals, this day is denominated Deminica 
in ramis Pabnarum, or Pahn Sunday, and was so 
called from tlie palm branches and greeti boughs for- 
merly distributed on that day, in eommembratfon of 
pur Lord's ridii^ to Jerusalem. The ceremonies 
observed at Rome on this day are fatty de^or^^d in 
our last volume, pp. 6»-71; see also T.T. for 1821, 
p. 96, for a cttstom in Idncolnshire; and T.T. for 
1822, p. 68, for the usual observance of this day in 
Yorkshire. 

From the Rev. J. Connor's Journal df his Visit to 
Candia, Cyprus, and Palestine, printed at the eoid 
of the Rev, W. Jowetfs Christian ResMrckes in the 
Mediterranean, we select the following accouat of 
the ceremonies on Palm Sunday, eis observed by llie 
Latin church at Jerusalem* ' On Pakn Sunday, 
March 26, 1820 (observes flie writer), I went' to see 
the ceremony of the Latins. Afber a considerable 
time had been spent in singing beforOc the door of 
the sepulchre, the deputy superior oi the Latin 
convent (the superior himself b^g in Cyprus) en* 
tered the sepulchre, with some priests, to bles» the 
palm branches that lay there. When Ihis was done, 
he left the sepulchre; and, sitting on an elevated 
chair, received the palms, which had been Messed^ 
from the hands of the priests. These came for? 
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ward fifsl^ and knelt, one after the other, before the 
deputy superior, receiving fVom his hand (which 
tbey kissed) a branch of the consecrated palm. 
When this part of the.ceremony was concluded, the 
crowd pressed forward td receive thbir palms. The 
confiisioti and, tumult. were excessive. The Turks, 
with theit ^cks and whips, did all they could to re- 
strain the impetuosity of the people ; and had it not 
been for their great activity, the deputy superior 
would certainly have been overwhelmed by the 
crcywd. When the pa3ms had been distributed, and 
the eonfifiion bad, in sonie measure, subsided, the 
priests and i6me others ilralked three times in pro- 
cessids round the sepulchre, with lighted candles, 
inc^isei: detracted crucifixes, and palms : they sang 
aathe/'WUlked. W^hen the procession was ended, 
an altar/ sjtl^didly ornamented, was placed before 
the door 6f the sepulchre, and mass was performed.' 

85.— ANHin^CIATlOJT or THE BlrES^SBD VIRGIN 
M AKY,' or LADY-DAY. 

Tbfes 4ktf celebrates the aiigers message to the 
Virgin ^^M^ry/ re^pefeting our Blessed Lord. She 
was^ prolmMy, antmly dbild, andstbout fifteen years 
of ^^ wtmr ^t>odsed to Josdph. She died A.D. 48, 
beffl^ about sixty yearis old. : 

Tte ihtelliglsnt authdr of ' Rome in t^e Nineteenth 
Ceatoty' give* ^ following accotmtof the/e^^a of 
the Annunciation, as it isstiH dbserved on this day 
alRoHf^/ ' W;pdrdvc tUbugb'streets (says the au- 
thor) Sued' iHthr expec^tinf^ ctowds, and windows 
bongwMh eHnrsdn dud yeUo^ silk draperies, and oc- 
CQpiedr bf female:^ in then most gorgeous attire, till 
wemad«-st'8top neffrihetiiurch bcrfore which the 
Pepa'tfborse-gdttds, in their splendid fa31-dress uni- 
foims, wei^e^ -st^Mdned to keep the ground; all of 
whei», 4Mih oflbArn mid men^ wwe iii their caps a 
sprig of myrtle, as a sign of rejoicing. After wait- 
ing a 'stiort time, the procession appeared, headed 
by another detachment of the guards, mounted on 
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prancing black chargers^ who rode forward to clear 
the way, accompanied by such a flourish of trum- 
pets and kettle-dmms, that it looked at first like any 
tiling but a peaceable or religious proceeding. This 
martial array was followed by a bareheaded priest, 
on a white mule, bearing the Host in a gold cup, at 
the sight of which every body fell upon their knees. 
The Pope used formerly to ride upon the white mnle 
himself, and all the cardinals used to follow him in 
their magnificent robes of state, mounted either on 
mules or horses ; and as the Eminentissimi^ are, for 
the most part, not very eminent horsemen, they were 
generally fastened on, lest they should tumble ofiT. 
This cavalcade must have been a very entertaining 
sight. Pius VI, who was a very handsome man, 
kept up this custom, but the present Pope i^ far too 
infirm for such an enterprise ; so he followed the 
man on the white mule, in his state coach ; at the 
very sight of which, we seemed to have made a jump 
back of two hundred years at least. It was a huge 
xaachine, composed almost entirely of plate-glass, 
fixed in a ponderous carved and gilt frame, flitough 
which was distinctly visible the person of the vene- 
rable old Pope, dressed in robes of white and silver, 
and instantly giving his benediction to the people, 
bv a twirl of three fingers ; which are typical of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost; the last being 
represented by the little finger. 

* On the gilded back of ttus vehicle, the only part 
that was not made of glass, was a picture of the 
Pope in his chair of state, and the Virgin Mary at 
his feet. This extraordinary machine was drawn by 
six black horses, with superb harness of crimson, 
velvet and gold; the coachmen, or rather postillions^ 
were dressed in coats of silver stuff, with crimson 
velvet breeches, and full bottomed wigs well pow- 

* Emmentiftimo is the Utleby which a cardinal is addressed in con> 
versation. 
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dered; withottt hats. Three coaches, scarcely less 
antiqttely saperb^ followed with the assistant cardi- 
nals^ an^ the rest of the train. In the uiside of the 
church, tile usual tiresome ceremonies went oa tihat 
take plaice wbeatbe Pope is present. He is seated 
OB a throne, or. chmr of state ; the cardinals, in suc- 
cession, approach and kiss his hand, retira one step, 
and taake three bows or nods, one to him in front, 
and one on the right hand, and anoHier on the left ; 
whic&are mtended for* him (as the personification of 
theFathei^ and for the Son, and for the Holy|6host, 
oneit^^ Sicle of him; and M the cardinals having 
gone through these motions, and the iiUerior {Hriests 
having kissed his toe — that is, the cross embroidered 
on his shoe — high mass begins. The Pope kneels 
during the elevation of the Host, prays in silenco 
before tife high altar, gets up and sits down, reads 
someQiingout of a great book wl^ich they bring to 
him widi a lighted taper held beside it ; and, having 
gone through many more such ceremonies, finally 
ends as he began, with giving his benediction with 
bree. fingers, all the way he goes out. During all 
the time of this high mass, the Pope's military band, 
stationed on the platform in front of the church, 
played so manyx)lamorous martial airs, Aat it effec^ 
tually pat to flight any ideas of religious solemnity. 

' The Pope on this day gives to a certain number 
of young women a marriage portion of fifty crowns, 
or sometimes more. Such of them as choose to be- 
come l^e spouse of heaven, carry it to a convent, 
inwhich case it is. always a larger sum. We ex- 
pected to have seen^ ^em walk in the {nrocession, 
but it seems the practice has fallen into disuse, and 
they- did not appear. Formerly,. the Pope used to 
portion from one to two hundred young girls, but 
now that Msefinances are reduced^ the number is ne- 
cessarily more limited* We beard contradictory ac- 
counts of the numbers portioned to-day : the highest 
stftteiti^ttt'Was-between seventy and eighty.' 

f2 
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27. — MAUNDY THURSDAY. 

This day is called^ in Latin, dies Mandaii, the day 
of the comtnand, being the day on which our Iiord 
washed the feet of his disciples, as recorded in the 
second lesson. This practice was long kept np in 
the monasteries. After the ceremony, Uberal dona- 
tions were made to the poor, of clothing and of silver 
money; and refreshment was given them to mitigate 
the severity of the fast. A relic of this custom is 
still preserved in the d<mations dispensed at St. 
James's on this day.— Se^ T.T. for 1821, pp. 96-98. 
The modem ceremonies at Romp are described in 
our last volume, pp. 91-94. 

28. — GOOD FRIDAY. 

This day commemorates the sufferings of Christ, 
as a propitiation for our sins. Holy Friday, or the 
Friday in Holy Week, was its more antient and ge- 
neral appellation ; the name Good Friday is pecu- 
liar to the English church. It was observed as a 
day of extraordinary devotion. Buns, with crosses 
upon them, are usually eaten in London and some 
other places on this day, at breakfast. A very cu- 
rious account of the modern ceremonies, at Rome, 
with a particular description of the IllunUnated Cross 
€^ Si. Peter's, may be seen in our last volume, pp. 
9499. 

The following superstitious penance (according 
to a modern traveller) is still performed on Crood 
Friday, at Rome and in other Catholic places. The 
ceremony takes place at the time of vespers. It is 
preceded by a short exhortation, during which a bell 
rings ; and whips, that is, strings of knotted whip- 
cord, are distributed quietly among such of the 
audience as are on their knees in the middle of the 
nave. Those resting on the benches come to edify 
by example only.. On a second bell, the candles 
are extinguished, and the former sermon having 
ceased, a loud voice issues from the altar, which 
pours forth an exhortation to think of uncimfessed. 
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Or unrepented, or nnforgiveii crimes. This conti- 
nues a sufficient time to allow the kneelers to strip 
off their opper garm^its : the tone of the preacher is 
raised more loudly at every word, and he yehementty 
exhorts his hearers to recollect that Christ and the 
martyrs suffered much more than whipping — ' ISkcw, 
then, your penitence — show your sense of Christ s 
sacrifice — show it unth the whip/ The flageUation 
begins. The darkness, the tumultuous sound of 
blows in every direction — ' Blessed Virgin Mary, 
pray for us !' bursting oat at intervals — ^the persua- 
sion that you are surrounded by atrocious culprits 
and maniacs, who know of an absolution for every 
crime — the whole situation has the effect of witchery, 
and, so far from exciting a smile, fixes you to the 
spot in a trance' of resfless horror, prolonged be- 
yond expectation or bearing. The scourging con- 
tinues fen or fifteen minutes, and, when it sounds as 
if dying away, a bell rings, which seems to invigo- 
rate the penitents^ for the lashes beat about more 
thickly than before. Another bell rings, and the 
blows subside. At a third signal, the candles are 
re-Ughted, and the minister, who has distributed the 
disciplines, collects them again with the same dis- 
cretion ; for the performers, to do them justice, ap- 
pear to be too much ashamed of their transgressions 
to make a show of their penance; so that it is very 
difficult to say whether even your next neighbour 
has given himself the lash or not. 

The modem celebration (1820) of Good Friday 
at Jemsalem, is thus described in the Rev. J. Con- 
nor*s interesting Journal before quoted. ' On Good 
Friday there was a grand procession and ceremony 
of the Latins, in the evening : it commenced with 
an Italian sermon, in the Catholic chapel, on the 
flagellation of Christ*. From this place they pro- 
ceeded to the chapel where, tbey say, Christ s gar- 

' In tkeir Chap«l, tic Catholics profess to show the pillar where 
this took place. 
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meats were taken from him : here was another ser^ 
mon in Italian* They then ascended Mount Calvary ; 
and passed first into the chapel which marks the 
spot where Christ was nailed to the cross : the large 
emcifix and image which they carried in the pro- 
cession was here laid on the gronnd, and a Spanish 
aegm^m was pronounced over it. When this was 
finished, the crucifix, was raised, and moved into the 
adjoining'. chapel of the elevation of the cross: here 
it was fixed upright belw^ the. altar: a monk, 
staiiding by, preached for twenty minutes on the 
crucifixion. The sermon was in Italian; and when 
it was concluded, two monks approached the cross, 
and, partially enveloping the body of the image in 
linen, took ofi", with a pair of pincers, the crown 
of thoros from the head, kissed it, and laid it on a 
plate : the nails were then drawn out from the hands 
and feet, with the same ceremony. The arms of 
the image were so contrived, that, on the removal 
of the nails which kept them extended, they dropped 
upon the sides of the body. The image was then 
laid on linen, and borne down from Calvary to 
the Stone of Unction, the spot where they say 
Christ's body was anointed: here the image was 
extended ; and was perfumed with spices, fragrant 
water, and clouds of incense: the monks knelt 
round the stone, with large lighted candles in their 
hands: a monk ascended an ady^oining pulpit, and 
preached a sermon in Arabic. The procession then 
went fbrward to the sepulchre, where the image was 
deposited, and a sermon preached in Spanish. This 
closed the ceremony.' — (Jawett's Researches, p. 4d4.) 

Son NET, 

Written on Good Friday, AprU 5, 1822. 

The momiag's breath, in meekneu to the day, 
Breathes o'er the fietda a holy 'silence sweet. 
Whilst tha yonag flowers their tedder buds displayi 
That pensive seen the haUo#ed asimrto freet. 
The sonny cloads swim lightly throngli the sky, 
Tho* tioged in parts with many a sombre hne j 
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like hovering Fate on wing^ of Destiny, 
Tbeir coane right on the heev'niy road pareoe. 
And such a mom (more bright perchance) aioae 
When HBy the L4Mb of Odd, onr Satioub, die4 : 
What woe, what pain, he felt before the dote 
Of that sad day, on earth's yet to be tried. 
Oy Christians, moam yoor Lord, — him ceaseless bleu. 
Who for yoor good endured snch deep distress. 

29.— BAST£R BVB. 

Particular mortifications were enjoined to the ear- 
liest Christians on this day. From the third century, 
the fast was indispensible and rigid^ being protract- 
ed always to midmght^ sometimes to cock-crowing, 
and sometimes to tiie dawn of Easter-day; and the 
whole of the day and night was employed in religious 
affairs. — For an account of some singular practices 
at Rome, see our last yolxime, pp. 100-103. 

The ceremonies of the Greek church at Jerusa- 
lem on Easter-eve, are thus noticed by the Rev. J. 
Connor. * I went to the church (he observes) to 
spend the night there, that I might view all the dif- 
ferent observances. It is a general belief among the 
Greeks and Armenians, that, on Easter-eve, a fire 
descends from heaven into the sepulchre. The ea- 
gerness of the Greeks, Armenians, and others, to 
light their candles at this holy fire, carried an im- 
mense crowd to the church, notwithstanding the 
sum which they were obliged to pay. About nine 
at night, I retired to rest, in a smsdl apartment in 
the church. A litOe before midnight, the servant 
roused me to see the Greek procession. I hastened 
to the gallery of the church. The scene was striking 
and bnlliant. The Greek chapel was splendidly il- 
Inminated. Five rows of lamps were suspended in 
the dome ; and almost every individual of the im- 
mense multitude held a l^hted candle in his hand.* 
-See the continuation of these ceremonies und^ 
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SO.— EAST£R DAY^ OT £ASTBR SUNDAY. 

Much difference of opinion prevailed in the East- 
em and Western churches respecting the precise 
time of observing Easter; till, in 325^ .^e Council of 
Nice declared that the feast should be kept by all 
churches on the same day. Esuiter is styled by the 
fathers the highest of all festivals, the feast of feasts^ 
the queen of festivals, and Dominica Gaudii, the 
joyous Sunday. Masters granted freedom to their 
slaves at thia season^ and valuable .presents were 
mad^ to the poor. A very singular custom formerly 
prevailed at Lostwithiel, in Comwall, on this day : 
see T.T. for 1822, p. 103. Qf tix6 splendid cere- 
monies at Rome on Easter Sbnday, a particular ac- 
count is given in the same volume, pp. 104*107« 

The following pleasing. anecdote, rdative to Bax- 
ter we copy from a recent travellei'. . ■. * The Emperor 
of Russia and King of Prussia entered .Dresden on 
Easter-eve, 1SL3, MThenthe city waa illuminated. 
The words, * Deliver v& from evil,': formed one of 
the inscriptions dij^playeidon the ocda^ion. On the 
following niornittg' the Russians c^bmted Easter. 
At break of day tibe soldiers appeared ifiost carefully 
dressed,' and the Cossacks, the strictest observers of 
the religioud rit^s of dieir country, ^were especially 
observed' purchasing eggs to present to their com« 
radea, or milk to prepare (he pascha, or feast of 
Pentecost. The Russians. dvery whpre were serai * 
aocdsting ea^ o&er .in. the streets/ without distinc- 
tion of rank, with tbeisaliitafion, Ckristos woskres, 
** Christ is' ris6n,'^ which was followed by the reply 
Ijstmnae woskres, '^Tes, truly. He is risen.'' In 
this manner the elegantly dfessi^ offlber salute the 
bearded Cossack, covered with his mantle of stuff. 
The Emperor himself did honour to (his custom of 
his coQBtry, and hai^ng, after midnight, assisted at 
the solemn mass of E^fer, in tiie Greek chapel, 
prepared in an apartment of the Bruhl Palace, 
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wldiA he inhabited, he addressed this piovs salata- 
tion to all the officers piesent The feast of Easier 
morning was celebrated by the priests of sereral 
Rnsman regiments, in another chapel prepared at 
the residence of Prince Maximilian. 

From ' Mr. Bowringfs Specimens of the Russian 
Poets/ we select the foUowing appropriate lines : — 

T^GOLDBR PaLACB, 

^m^r^ Midmghiin the Greek Chnrchee the hft Wtek h^vn Bu$€r. 
The Golden Palace of my OoD 
Tow^riag above tbe clouds I set : 
BejoiMl the cherubs* bright abode. 
Higher than angels' thonghts can be : 
How can I in those conrts appear 
Without a wedding garment onf 
Condoct; me, Tboo lile-giver^ there, 
Coodnct me to Thy idorious throne! 
And clothe me with Thy robes of lighr^ 
And lead me through sin's darksome night. 
My Saviodr and my 6oi> ! 

Midnight Hymh 
O/ tke ButiUm Ck$trekeB^ 9uvg ta Easter 
Wl^y thoB never-setting Lights 
Is Thy brightness veiled from mef 
Why does this nnnsual night 
Cloud Thy blest benignity? , . 

I am lost without Thy ray^ 
Guide my wandering footsteps, Lord ! 
JUght my dark and erring way 
To the npontide of Thy word I 

The procession and service in the Greek church 
at Jemsalem are thns noticed by the Rev, J. Con- 
nor^ as seen in 1820.' ' I was awak^ed eariy in the 
moniing by the noise in the church ; and> on pro- 
ceeding to my station in the gallery> I found the 
crowd below in a state of great confusion. Some 
were employed in earring others on their backs 
round the sepulchre ; others in dancing and clapping 
their hands^ exclaiming in Arabic — '^ This is the 
Tomb of our l^ord!" Sometimes a man passed, 
standing upright on the shoulders of another; and 
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I saw, more than once, ftmr carried along in this 
manner, a little boy, seated, forming the fourth, or 
topmost: others again were busy in chasing one 
another round the tomb, and shouting like madmen. 
Whenever they saw in the crowd a man who they 
thought could pay them, they seized and forcibly 
carried him, in their arms, two or three times round 
the church. The whole was a most lamentable pro- 
fanation of the place ! The same happens every 
year. The noise and confusion increased, as the 
moment appointed for the apparition of the fire ap- 
proached. At length, the Turks, who had not hi- 
therto interfered, began to brandish their whips, and 
to still, in some measure, the tumult. About noon, 
the Governor of Jerusalem, with a part of his guard, 
entered the gallery. The eagerness and anxiety of 
tiie people were now excessive. They all pressed 
toward tfie sepulchre, each person holding a bundle 
of tapers in his hand. The chief agent of the 
Greek Patriarch, and an Armenian bishop, had 
entered the sepulchre shortly before. All eyes were 
fixed on the gallery, w.atching for the Governor's 
signal. He made it, and the fire appeared through 
one of the holes in. the buil/ling that covers &e 
tomb! A man lighted his taper at the hallowed 
flame; and then pushed into the thickest of the 
crowd, and endeavoured to fight his way through. 
The tumult and clamour were great ; and the man 
was nearly crushed to death, by. the eagerness of 
the pwple to light their tapers at his flame. In 
about twenty minutes, every one, both in. the galle- 
ries and below^ men, women, and. children, had their 
candles lighted. Many of them put their lighted 
candles to their fs^ces, imagining that the flame 
would not scorch them : I perceived, however, by 
their grimaces, that they speedily discovered their 
mistake. They did not permit these tapers to burn 
long; reserving them for occasions of need. The 
power which they attribute to those candles that 
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have been touched with the fire fr6m heaven^ is 
almost unbounded : they suppose, for instance, tfiat 
if, overtaken by a storm at sea, they throw one of 
these candles into the waves, the tempest wOl im- 
mediately subside. The^ are chiefly valued, how- 
ever, in consequence of the superstitious notion, 
that, if they are burned at the funeral of the indivi-* 
dual> tiiey will most assuredly save his soul from 
future punishment: To obtain these candles, and to 
undergo a second baptism in the waters of the Jor- 
dan, are the chief objects of the visit of the Greek 
pOgrims to Jerusalem/ 

The number of pilgrims who visited Jerusalem in 
the year 1820, at the time of the Passover, is thus 
stated by Mr, Ck>nnor: — 



Greeks 

Armenians 

C^ts 

Catholics - 


- 


- 


^ 


1600 

1300 

150 

50 


Abysainians 
Syrians 


- 


- 


. 


I 
30 






Total 


^ 


3131 



^/chiefly from 
\ Damascus 



Mr^ Connor (of whose very interesting Journal we 
have made such liberal use) accompanied the pil- 
grims in their visit to the River Jordan, who with die 
muleteers and guards formed a body of about 2900 
persons. Their encampment is thus described : ' An 
able artist (says Mr. C.) might have made a very in- 
teresting picture of the scene. He would have intro-^ 
daced t]^e numerous and variously-coloured tents— 
the diversified costumes of the pilgrims — ^the Turkish 
horse-soldiers, with their elegant dress and long 
spears, galloping across the plain — with camels apd 
horses reposing. We spent the remainder pf 8ie 
day here. About half past three the next morning, 
we all set out, by torch light, for the Jordan. The 
appearance of the pilgrims, moving in numerous de- 
tached parties, with their flambeaux^ across the 

G 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



7A R^MAkKABAS DAT8« 

• '''■»'■■■ ' I I. ■ ii»— p— i^wp— tW ■ H ■ ' 

plain^ was singular and fttriking. Hie ssn rose 
shortly before we arrived at the brink of the river. 
There men^ women^ and children stripped, and 
plunged into the water. Many employed fliem* 
selves, while in the riv«r, in washing luod thus sanc- 
tifying the Knen which thpy destined for their graven 
clothes, l^e Jordan, at ^ spot where the pUgiims 
ba&ed, is beautifully pictoresqne. Its breadth, may 
be about twentji^ yards; and it is shaded, on both 
sides, by the thl^k folia^ oS closely-planted tvbes. 
The water appeared turbid,, and was not deep>. — 
Some Turkish horsemen dashed through the river, 
and rode to and fro, in the grove on tie opposite 
side, to protect the • pOgrins from tbe guns of the 
Bedouins, many of whom were assembled to watch 
the ceremony. On retiring from the wat^r, tjie pil- 
grims employed themselves in cutting branches from 
die trees, to carry home with them tts memorials of 
the Jordan. X^ey then mounted their beasts, and 
returned to their former station on the plain. Our 
party set off from the Jordan, with Prince Avaloff 
(a Georgian) and Es suite^ to the Dead Sea, where 
we arrived in about two hours and a hatf. We 
rambled about, for some time,' on the bordfers of this 
lake, which covers the aihes of Sodom and Gomor- 
rah. I tasted the water, and found it excessively 
nauseous. Some of the party bathed. On our re- 
turn, we traversed the fertile part of Ae plain — 
passed through the village of Jericho ^and returned 
to our tents about noon. Most of the pilgrims had 
already started for Jerusalem. After takkig a sfight 
refreshment, we returned to the city by the same way 
that we had come, and entered by the gate of St. 
Stephen.' 

31. — EASTER MONDAY. 

Every day in this week was formerly observed as 
a religious festival, sermons being preached, and the 
sacrament administered . It is unnecessary to observe 
that this practice has long ceased, and that the Eas* 
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ter week is usually devoted to relfulation and amuse- 
meiii-^Aii'<^6<DMiit of 60Hie eucidas practices on 
these dl^s. b diifemnt plutB of Engiabd^ Mil be 
found in our last volunei ffp:W7»10%. 

In Somersetshire, a barbarous sport was till lately, 
and How iBi WO. boUeve> oecastimaUy practised on 
this day, and on Easter .Tuesd^iy, It was called 
cock^squaiUng^. and. consisted in^ tving a cock to a 
stale, and tkrowing stioksat hiM trom a given dis- 
tance, so; as. to destroy thebird. We merely men- 
tion this game Jn. order to. deprecate it. l^o sfuail, 
thereforei means^ in the Somerset dialect, to fling a 
stick at a cock ar other animal. [J. I 

^mmwM <9cctttrente0 

In MARCH 1823. 

Solar Phenomena* 

Thb StTN enters Aries at 40 m. after 9 in the morn- 
ing of the 21st of this month, and ttds introduces 
Spring, ' the earliest and fairest daughter of the 
year;' Ihe import of i^hose presence is, ' Lo! the 
winter is past, the rain is over and gone, the flowers 
appear on 'the earth, the fame of the singing of birds 
is come, wiA the voice of the turtle is heard in our 
land; the'fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the 
vines with the tender grapes give us good smell. 
A^rise, and come away I' The Sun also rises and 
sets, durinjg; this period, as in the following 

^'ABLB • 

Of the Sm^s Rising cotd Setting fi& eoery fifth Day. 

March Ist, l^ttorise* 36 m. After .61 Sets 34m. past 5 

eu^r- <.M-MM-<< 3^ .......^.. |6 35 5 

UUv .^......... 15 d 45 5 

16th, 6 6 .i 54 •.- a 

' '. -fitth, ..Ak^. •<««••'- 46 m4«»#<«im» 5; ,••>•••• 14 6 
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Equation of Time. 
When apparent time, or that indicated by a S^od 
sun-dial, is known, mean time is found by adding to 
it the numbers in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day^ 

Saturday, March Ist, to the time by the dial (uU 13 43 

Thursday, 6th, .......•...^. 11 88 

Tuesday, ••....... 11th, 10 S3 

Sunday,. 16th, ...••.....•....•.. 9 O 

Friday, 21st, , m— ...— ^ 81 

'Wednesday, 26th, •••m. • •••m d &9 

Monday, ••....^. 31tt, .*....•• .......•.•••,•,.,••.. 4 25 

Lunar Fhbnombna. 
Phases of the Moon* 

Last Quarter, 4th day, at 48 m. after 6 in the evening 

New Moon, ••• 12th 34 6 ...m*..- 

First Quarter, 19th 18 6 

Full Moon, ..• 26th m....... 41 •••——• 5 



I. •.*•.••.•••••• 



Moon's Passageover the Meridian. 
As exercises for oar yonng readers, we have se- 
lected, the following from the Moon's transits this 
month, which will afford them opportunities of ob- 
servation, if the weather be favourable: 

Mardi 4th, at 19 m. after 5 in the morning 



• • .•■•.....••• ••*.«• 



6th, ... 1 ...••••.M 7 

7th, ... 51 7 

otu, ... 4v •..•...••. p •..•...•..••••.•ik.«« 

19th, ... 58 ..•••«.... 6 in the afternoon 

20th, ... 59 .......... 6 

21st, ...57 '7 in the evening 



22d, ... 52 8 

23d, — 43 .......... 9 

204tn, ... v4t .......... lU ••M. ••••••••••••••• 

25th, ... 19 ....••«••• 11 

Phenomena Planetabum. 
Phases of Venus. 
Nearly the whole disk of this beautiful plaaet is 
still enUghtraed by the solar beams, cu9 the foUowingr 
is the proportion of her phases : 

mr K 1 4 / Illuminated part ass 11*50306 dtgita 
March l8t,|p„j^ part..,....- » 049694 . 
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Eclipses of Jupiier*s Satellites. 
Though Ibere will be numerous eclipses of the 
first and second satellites this months only three of 
each will be visible in the neighbourhood of London ; 
and the following are the times at which they will 
take place at the Royal Observatory : viz. 
Emersions. 

First Satellite, 4th day, at 47 m. 48 8. past 10 at niffht 

aOth 38 25 8 

27th 34 13 10 

Secood Satellite, 3d 7 18 9 

Immet^fms. 

Second StttelUtOydd day,ata2iii. 4 a. after 6 in the evening 
lOtb ..,•.•..• 7 56 ......... 9 at night 

TABLE 

Cf the Meridional Transits and Altitudes of the 
Planets. 

1st 7ih 13tb 19th 2Sth 

TRAKSITS, 

.Ab m* A. f»i h. m. h,m» h,m. 

Mercury 10 47 tnor. 10 23 10 18 10 20 10 25 

Ventts 1 2^. 17' 1 12 1 17 1 23 

Mai^a J$%l«/t. 16 Oil 6 1 

Jifriter & Oqft. 4 41 4 22 4 4 3 47 

Saturn BBOtfft 3 10 2 50 2 31 2 12 

G. Si<fu8 8 1 Hu^. 7 39 7 18 6 57 6 34 

ALTITUDES. 

Merebry SmSy 25^6^ 25b I' 2fi^ <y 37055/ 

Ve««i 8658 38 59 41^5 458 486 

Mars 31 50 33 42 35 36 37 30 39 24 

Jupiter 5750 581 58 13 5825 58 38 

Saturn 4953 505 50 18 60 32 5045 

6. SiduB 16 8 15 9 15 9 15 10 15 11 

Other Phenomena. 
On the morning of the 4th, the Moon will be in 
conjnliction with Ihe bright star u, in Scorpio, at 27m. 
after 6. Mercury will also be stationary on the same 
day ; and be will attain his greatest elongation on 
the 16th. The Moon will be in conjunction with 
Georgiiim Sidns at 30 m. after 2 la the morning oi 
the 7&i^ and with Mercury at 30 m. past 1 in the af- 
temooB of the 10th. Mars will be in conjunction at 
10 ia the morning of the 25th: and the Moon will 
g2 
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again be seen to coincide in longitnde with lujn 
Scorpio, at 57 m. past 2 in the aftemoon of the last 
day of this month. 

. The phenomena of the heavens have not only re* 
gnlated the common affairs of life, but hare been a 
constant theme with die poets from the lemot^t aa^ 
tiqoity. Thus sang the Hantaan bard: — 

Give me the vmy of wand'ring stars to know; 
The depths of heufn above, and earth below* 
Teach me the various labours of the Moon, 
And whence proceed eclipses of the Sun ; 
Why flowhi; tidies prevail npon the main, 
.And in ^hat dark recess they shrink agais ; 
What shakes Ibe soSd earth $ what cause delays 
Hie sommer nights^ and shortens winter days. 

VIROIL's GBOBdCS. 

DESCRIPTION AND USE OF ASTRONOMICAL 
INSTRUMENTS. 

[Continued from p. 49.] 

The Rbticulb, or Cross Wires. 
This is a simple contrivance^ by which the number 
of observations is multiplied^ and the accuracy of 
the result greatly increased. To explain its nature 
and effects, let ABDE (in Fig.l) represent a section 
of the telescopic tube, perpendicular to its axis, or 
of the diaphragm with which the tube is often sup- 
plied to prevent the reflection of the oblique rays. 
Fig. 1. -Fig. 2. 





A fine wire, DF, is attached to the edges of this ring 
by means of two small screws, and passes tlurQugh 
the centre C. When the telescope is placed in the 
meridian^ this is called the horiz<mtal wire, aodfier* 
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pefkHcnlar to it there are five others ; the centre one, 
AB, bisectiilf DF In C, while the other four aie 
placed at equal distances^ two on each dde g( AB« 

As Qie time in which a heavenly body passes the 
field of view of a telescope varies according both to 
the diameter of the instrument and the polar distaooe 
of the body, it would be neariy impossible toascer-- 
tain when its centre coincided with flie aads'of the 
telescope, if it were not furnished with some sneh 
apparatus as this. The state of modem scienoei 
however, requires this precision ; and a brief expla^ 
nation of its use will enable our readers to eompi«» 
hend in what manner it is attainable. 

When the instrument is fixed in the plane of the 
meridian, the motion of the body will be apparentfy 
horizontal; and both the centre G and the point 6» 
which is the middle of ES, will be in the vertical 
line bisecting DF, and consequently in the plane <rf 
the meridian. If the subject of observation be a star, 
and the apparent diameter of the wire be equal to 
that of the star, then the moment it is entirely hidden 
by the central wire will be that of its passing the me- 
ridian of the place of observation. In most cases, 
however, the metallic thriead is sufficiently fine to bi- 
sect the star ; and then, at the moment of its pa^aagid, 
an equal portion of the disk will be seen on eadi 
side of the wire ; and as the body is so smaO, the 
eye^ accustomed to such observations, will readily 
seise this moment, within a small fraction of a se- 
cond. The same may obviously be done for each of 
the other four vertical wires, which, being at equal 
distances from one another, the times of the star 
ps^ng them will form an arithmetical series ; thenar 
fore, by taking the mean of the five observations, we 
shall have the time of the star passing the centre 
vrke more correctly than could be obtained in any 
single instance. If the observation be mad^ with 
care, .this method may be depended upon for giving 
the result within a tenth of a second. 
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, .If ttwiiJistniiAeat be not placed in ^e plane of the 
MerMiaji, the motion of the star will be oblique, suid 
Am il in necessary to give the same inclination to 
tile wive DE, so that the motion in £S may be paral- 
lel to it> as shown in Fig. 2 : this is done by a proper 
jqprparatos applied to the telescope for that purpose. 
7iie |pii».test obstacle which is experienced in obser- 
i^BttioBs of this kind is when the night is very dark, 
(ajMLtiiere is not sufficient light to see the wires^ ex- 
Mfvtatrthe moments when the star is bisected by one 
^t them ; tluis^ however, is so instantaneous that 
dtt.obaerTer is not always prepared for noting the 
time of the bisection* To ayoid this, the following 
setkod of enlightening the tube is frequently adopt- 
ed :*-^ small hole is made in the side of the tete-^ 
Mope, and gaaterally in the axis on whicK it turns ; 
mnA opposite this aperture a mirror is placed, having 
jtt& bieliniitiQB of IS"" to the axis of the telescope. 
JS!h% light of a small lamp is then made to fall o^ ttie 
^iror, and having the angle of incidence of it^ rays 
Cfoal to 46% it is reflected in the same angle, and 
43m rays are consequently parallel to the axi^ of the 
jagftreisient^ and render the wires sufficiently .visible. 
J£ die fflar upon which the observation is made he 
4BBaU9 care must be taken that the artificial light is 
not too strong, otherwise the star wjll not be per- 
jctptiiiie^ 

Observations of this kind are not, however^ con* 
fied ni^dy to the stats; both the Sun and the Moon 
«re frequentiy the subjects upon which they are 
mif/ieJ But the comparative magnitudes -of these 
fMder it necessary to follow a difiSseent pr^c^s to as^ 
cefctaia the moment when their centres pass the me- 
^idian> or rather the axis of the instrument. For this 
pQvpose> the several instants when the eastern ch: 
^wi$Blem limb of the body comes successively Mto 
xeoiftact with each of the five wires niust be carefully 
noted, and the sum of these times, divided hyjive, 
will be the moment whext that limb p^tssed the ceii^al 
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wire. HHieii this is accomplished, the other limb 
will be about leaving the first wire, and tiie five in- 
stants of its transit most be noted in precisely the 
same manner as for the first limb; and when their 
sum is divided by 5, the quotient will, in like man* 
ner, be the time*of its passing the central wire. Ckm- 
seqnently the mean of the times for the opposite 
hmbs wm give the transit of the centre. 

These operations are so simple, and the reasons 
apon which they are founded so obvious, that it will 
not be necessary to enter into any further explana- 
tion of the subject, particularly as a little experience 
win be more instructive than any lengthened descrip- 
tion. When this telescope is used for astronomical 
purposes, it is chiefly attached to other instruments; 
and the precision above described relative to the 
passage of the body over the axis of the telescope 
would be of little use, unless equal accuracy could 
be obtained in determining the dirtcHan of that axis, 
both with respect to its horizontal and vertical posi- 
tion. We shall, therefore, pursue the subject next 
month, in describing the instruments to which it is 
usually attached, as well as in explaiaiog Ae natme 
of their adjustments, so as to obtain the necessaiy 
precision. 

Par MARCH 1«23. 

Ob! bow deligfatfiil to tbe soul of man. 
How fike « renovating ipirit comei, 
Fuming bit cbeek, tbe breath of infat Spriho } 
ViMiiiDg awakem in tbe orient sky 
With pnrpler light, beneath a canopy 
Of lovely clondsy their edges tipped with gold; 
And from his paboOy like a deity, 
Darthig his Instions eye ftom pcAe to pole. 
The gloriooi Son conies forth, the vernal sky 
To walk rejoicmg. To the bitter north 
Retire wild Winter's forces,— cnyel winds,— 
And gripbig (roetSy-HBid ongttinei of i 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ff2 THE NATtKAUiV's DIARY 

ABtiddngiDgtenpcsts. O^rrlhe moiit6tie«l#al<l9 
A tft^ief greek is spread ; the bladed grass 
Shoots forth eKaberant; th' awakeniag tree»f 
Thawed by the delicate atmosphere, put fonh' ' 
Btpanding bads; while, with meilfflaoos liiitMit, ' 
The warm ebtaffienceof iatemal joy, 
The birde bynu forth a sopg of gratitude 
To Him who sheltered, when the storms were deep, 
And fed them through the winter's cheerless gloom. 

Beside the garden-path, the eroeue now 
Pdts forth its bead to woo the lEimiia brecMy ^ 
And finds the enotoirop^ hanfier yisHunt, 
Already basking in the solar ray. 
Upon the brook the water-cresses doat . 
More greenly, and the bordering reeds ^tsM 
Higher their speaty summits. Joyously, 
fVom stone to stone, the ««sel flitfe along, 
0tturtling the limise fronl the hawthorn bpo^ ; 
While on the elm-tree, overshadovdng deep 
The low-roofed cottage white, the hlaekbiH sits, 
Cheerily hymning the awakened year. 

Ttem to the OcsAH-^bow the scene is changed ! 
Behold ttio amaU waves melt upon the sfaor^ 
With chastened murmur I Buoyantly on high 
The sea-gulls ride, weaving a sportive dance, 
And turning to the Sun their snowy plumes. 
With shrilly pipe, firom headland or ftom capo. 
Emerge the Una of ploocrs, o'er the sands 

. Fast sweeping; while to intend marsl^ the &em, . 
With undulating wing scarce visible. 
Far up the azure concave joumies on ! 
Upon, the sapphire deep, its sails unfurled, 

' Tardily glides along the fisher's boat, 
Its shadow movuig o'er the moveless tide;^ 
The bright wave flashes from the rower's oar. 
Glittering in the Sun, at measured intervals; 
And, casually borne, the fisher's voice 
Floats solemnij* along the watery waste; 
The Shepherd boy, enveloped in his plaid. 
On the green bank, with blooming furze o'ertopped^ 
Listens, and dinswers with respotisive note. /^ '. 

Thb superabandant moisture of the earth being 
dried up, the process of regetation is gradually 
brought on: tiiose trees wbicb^ in the last month, 

> Blaekwood'te Magazine for Alaroh im^, p. 304 
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were buMmg*^ how begin to put forth their leaves; 
and the Yarions appearances of Natare aiinoiuice 
the approach of Spbing. 

The melody of hirds now gradually swells upon 
the ear. The throstle (turdus mt»toi0>, second oidy 
to the nightingale in song, charms ns with the sweet- 
ness and Tariety of its lays. The linnet and the gold- 
finch join the general concert in this mouthy and the 
goldtt-«rowned wren {motaciUa rtguhis) begiw its 
song. The lark, also, must not be forgotten ; — 

Ib^ the gotden li^tmng 
Of the flonkea wBy 
Q'er which cIoimIi ve brig^t'iuqgy 
Than dost float and nuiy 
Like an embodied joy whose race is just begun. 

T^e pale parple even 

Melts aroand thy flight; 
lake a star of heaven 
« lothebriMidLdayliglil 
Thon art nnseeDy but yet I hear thy shrill delight. 

In this month, black ants (formica nigra) are ob- 
served; the blackbird and the turkey (mc&o^m ^al* 
lopavo) lay; and house pigeons sit« The greenfmch 
{hxia chlaris) sings ; the bat (vespertUio) is seen 
flitting about ; and the viper uncoils itself from its 
winter sleep. The wheatear (jsgtvia cenanihe), or 
English ort^an> again pays ii» annual visit, leaving 
England in September* 

Those birds which have passed the winter in Eng* 
land now take their departure for more northerly re- 
gions ; as the fieldfarp (turdus pilaris)^ the red-wing 
{tmdus iticunis), and the woodcock {scolopax rustu 
cola). Some otner birds, as the crane and stork, for* 
merly natives of this island, haye quitted it entirely, 
since our cultivation and population have so rapidly 
increased. 

On the 20th, the vernal equinox takes place, and 
all nature feels her renovating sway, and seems to 
rejoice at the retreat of winter. 

The general or great flow of sap in most trees 
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take3 place in this montti ; this is j^eparatory to the 
expanduig of the leaves, and ceases when fliey are 
out. 

The gooseberry and currant bushes now show their 
young leaves ; the ash its grey buds ; and the hazel 
and the willow exhibit some signs of returning life in 
their silky enfolded catkins. The camellia japanka 
is the thief ornament of the green*house in this montb, 
bearing very handsome and justly admired clusters 
of beautiftil flowers. 

Our gardens begin now to assume somewhat of a 
cheerfid appearance. Crocuses, exhibiting a rich 
mixture of yellow and pur][^le, ornament the borders ; 
mezereon is in all its beauty ; the little flowers ' witibi 
silver crest and golden eye/ daisies, are scattered 
over dry pastures ; and the pilewort {ranunculus fica- 
ria) is seen on the moist banks of ditches. The 
primrose too (prifnuUz verisj peeps from beoeadi the 
hedges. 

TAePRIVROSB. 

I mw it ia tny eTening rndk, 

A little lonely flower ; 
Under a boUow b^ok it grewy 
Deep in a moss^ bower. 

An oak's gqarled root to roof the cave. 

With gothic fretwork sprung, 
Whence jewelled ferq, and amm leaver 

And lYy garlands hong. 

And close beneath came sparkling out, 
» From an old tree's iall'n shell, 

A little rill, that clipt about 
The lady in her cell. 

And there, methpnght, with bashibl pride, 

She seemed to sit 6nd look, 
On her own maiden loveliness 

Pale imaged in the brook. 
No other flower, no rival grew 

Beside my pensive maid ; 
She dwelt ^lone, a cloistered nun, 
lu solitude and shade. 

Np sunbeam on that fairy pool 
Parted its dazzling light ; 
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Onl|r, mellioiiihty tone clear, cold ttw 
fi^ig^t tremble there at ni^ht 

No niffliiig wind could reach her there- 
No eye, methougbt, botmine; 

Or the yoaog larol» that came to drink 
Had spied her secret shrine. 

And there was pleasantness to me 

In socb belief :^~cold eyes 
HhU sUgbt dear Nature's loveliness 
Pro&ne her mysteries. 

Long time I looked apd lingered there, 

A^orbed in still delight ; 
My spirit drank deep quietness 

In with that quiet sight 

In If afcli^ troaid begin to rise, and blood-wonns 
appear in the water. The clay hair-wom {gordius 
ar^Uacem) is now fonnd at the bottoms of drains 
and diUdies, of a pale yellow colour, like the extoe- 
mities of a fibrous root divested of its bark, or the 
fine strings of a harp coiled up and twisted together. 
The whole body of this animal consists of numerous 
aimnlations, or rings, which the creature has the 
power of contracting or dilating, when it becomes 
neaity a foot long, and smooth like a wire : the ex- 
treme points are transparent, and apparently harder. 
The designation of many of oar land and water in- 
sects is very obscure, and from their minuteness, 
the places they inhabit, and the secrecy of their ac- 
tions, we have litUe oppoitanity of becoming ac- 
quainted with their sevend functions; this hair- 
worm, however, is supposed to perforate and form 
openings in clayey lands, which then become pas 
sages for water, admitting the roots of vegetables^ 
and, in time, fertilizing the soil. 

The equinoctial gales are usually most felt, both 
by sea and land, about this time. 

The leaves of honeysuckles' are now nearly ex- 
panded: in our gardens, the buds of the cherry tree 
fprunw cerasus), the peach (amygdalm persicaj, 
the nectarine, the apricot, and tiie almond C|irtcfit^« 

H 
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armeni€u:ay, are fuUjr ^opemd<iii thk month. The 
buds of the hawthom fcratcff^'o^tycantha) and of 
the larch tree (pmi^ forigp) begin to open; and the 
tansy {tanacetum iml^are) einer^s pM% of the ground ; 
iyy-berries are ripe;' the cotton-grass (^^^i^J^^^^^'^'^ 
vagi?tatum), woqd.spurge (euphorbia amygdaUrides), 
batcher's broom (ruscus €u:utec^us),^ the daffodil 
(pseudonarcissm) in moist thickets, tiliemsh (juncus 
pUosus), the sparge latirel Cdapkne laureolaj, and 
the coltsfoot (t9Msrilag(^), fbond in woods, are now 
in bloom. A remarkable fact, neittt yet noticed by 
any aathor, may here . be mentioned concerning the 
colttfoot : wherever the earth fi-om canals, roads, &c« 
U tbnown up fir<nn the depth of five pram f^ or 
«nor^ below (he s^rfaoe^ in everif part of JEmffkmi 
with which the writcpr has. beeii. acquaMedt'lMMm 
.after its being so thrown up, ci>lt^f(^tis foitndi;tep- 
i^ginmore or less abwdan^e. In all pis^biiiflity 
the seeds of this plant have reiafth)/ed;doi!iflflQitr;ANr 
Jiges, tiU brought by this. process to the. Mffiftde, 
when Mgbt, air, beat,, and moisture^ ymuB$9lt1k^ 
VQgetatioQ.— (JO ..A(. 

: The common whitlow grasa. (draha i^emt^ OBuxdd 
walls; the yellow Alpine whiflow grasa (Titiraftfi'aeKrf- 
<ks>im maritime rocks; and the fmouatain pepptt^ 
w<Nrt (lepidvm .petr<BUm) among Imestone raises, 
JBower in March. 

' The sweet viol^ ( viola odorataj sheds ita ddi* 
4ioas perfiimes in this month. . 

T0an Early Viqi.bt. 
. Sweety ioTely batrbiqger of Spring, 
Earliest gift in Flora's ring, 
Thy acent exhales on Zephyr's wing — 

Swecf^olet! 



I fMmd^oo ia the kne TBte^ bnre/ 
In purest hoe, sweet floweret rare, 
And yon sUaU have my dearest care. 



SweelViolet ! 
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YoB^id tlie pitiless sU>i^ fodmey 
ADd DOW firom harm ill yon s«ciu^ 

Sweet Violet! 

Within my jessamine parterre, 
^id myitles sweet, and Hlles fair, 
Yisa. now may live, and Uostorn tfaerOy 

Sweol Violets 

'Ehe barrto. Strawberry (fragaria sterilisj, and fhe 
yew tree (taxm haceata), are now in flower, and the 
elder tx^-ftmnbncus nigraj begins to- put forth itii 
lower bods* The tepatica (amemone hepatica), un--^^ 
legs tlie:w€«ther be severe, gives brilliance to this 
gwtei^irilh its brt^t pink flowers ; and tfie homids-'* 
^mme fAfw^kMum) wtfli its more modest flowefii^ 
ofrffadL oit. light bhie* It ia a common «&dvnlgat» 
enmiB^ sa^ose 1}iat the roots of ^becyn&gloMm 
n iBidri v e ttiroy mip.e aad tats, 

Ae SMtt {Mhifo (^^ttamm) begins ta ase^od 
wtmm toiii^iawB, when they are taken ioh great afound^ 
anee. 1^ giar-^fi^^ ga^y&e, or hom^fisb Ce$M, 
belUmeJ, ai^ars in this^ nM>nih. It is mnst i^eeniM 
HI Dttvonshue and. Dorsetriihe^ thongh not npbn ttie 
Bgg<iX' ccaMitahJli^Iiondoii.^See oar iastvoL'p.79^ 

iSOis gaanetB Of Soiaad geese (peUeanm basktnu^} 
nsoiii in Masch to the l]ebrides> and etbey todrf 
idea of Nortti Britain, 40 make tb^r. nestn and lay 
flielregga," 

liaeh aiMsett^ntmay be deprived in thi&motitii, ai^' 
well as in the last, from watching the progiMS of 
wottiM, Insect8,c^tc. iVom torpidity to life, particularly 
on tiio edges or banks of ponds»~See T.T. for 1817, 
p» fl8**r-At the end -of Ittarc^ a brimstone-^oloitred 
b9ttl«ifly^jMi{pffiof^iitm> appears. 

Bees may now be seen in the gai^en enlUng lil^- 
Tarious sweets. It a^ears that, in this year (1822), 
bees have, in an nnusnal; manner, broken ai^y from 
thefar hives, and formed, setttements fofth^bmselves ; 
probably influei^ced by fbe early w^^tb pf |h^ sea- 
son, which rendered their Jiives unGomfoiiable, and 
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softened the wax of the combs; forcdthongh these 
creatares have the power of excitiBg, when required^ 
a great degree of heat in their habitations, it does not 
appear that they have any method of iowering a na- 
toral \temperatQre, when it becomes unpleasant or 
injarions. — For an account of a remarkable super* 
stition respecting the bee, see our last Tolume, p. 80. 

Towards the end of 'the month black beetles may 
be seen flying about in the eVening; and bats issue 
firom their places of concealment. Roach and daice 
float near the surface of the water, and sport about in 
pursuit of insects. Daffodils are in flower; peas 
appear above ground; the sea-kale fcratnbe mari- 
Uaufji,. a vegetabje somewhat similar to> but ittore 
dalioate than, asparagus, now begins to sprout. The 
male blossoms of the yew-tree expand and discharge 
their farina. Sparrows are busily employed in form- 
ing their nests. Young lambs are yeaned this month ; 
and young otters are produced, which, as they grow 
up, prove as destructive in a pond, as a polecat in a 
hen*house.— See T.T, for 1821, pp. 87, 88. 

"bk March, the farmer dresses and roUs his mea- 
dows ; sprcitds ant-hills ; plants quickets, osiers, £cc. ; 
sows flax seed, artificial grasses, beans and peas, 
broom and whin seeds, and grass seeds among wheat. 
About the 23d, he ploughs for and sows oats» and 
hemp and flax. A dry season is very important to 
tibe farmer, that he may get the seed e^ly into the 
ground. 

The pursuits of shootina and huntinq having finish- 
ed with the last month, the various animals have an 
interval allowed them to bear and rear their young ; 
a circumstance which has occasiimed the following 
linos of a modern poet :— 

OnU Season of Love. 

Oh ! wann is the saaheam that plays on my frame. 

And genial the zephyr npon me that blows ; 
ne songsters around me the season proclatei, 
. AsdvilttB their elegaaipeithmesdiselote: 
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AU, all u deligl^t thiawH Alie.fieUiyi4 Uni gra? e, 
f^tiwfaMieafai^|-lb%fe^a4»fUv«J!: .. ' ' 

fteipoiMi»lliiftbSi^by4i«iigi!ie4>rdeitt,t ^ 
The hmfaiiitf np togger awikciMi bU h»tii» . i 

Tb» coQwr Im» cepse^ to stray, ov^t tbe l^tiv / 
And qniet and peace keep tbe v^oodland^ and Uwn^ . . 

And an is deligbt through the field and t^e grove . 

.Id tins bletted season-^the aeaaott'of lore ! 



APRIL is derived from jfyriUsii^f^perio, I open ; 
hecame the earth, is iMs month, begins to open he# 
bosom fqr flie production of Tegeiables. 

J'.— EA3TB^ TJUBpfiAV-n-Se^ p.74. 

l.-^ALik or AULO FOOLS* DAY. 

On fhis day eyeiy body strives to inake' as many 
fools i|3 ^e can: die wit chiefly consists in sending 
persons on what are called sleeveless prrands, fat 
the hiitory o/Epe'^ mother, for pigeon's milk, stirrup 
tnl, and similar ridictdons absurdities.— See out last . 
voliune, p. 90- —In some parts of • Somersetshire the| 
name w idpHf fool is not known, the 1st of May 
being the day on which fools are madb. ' 

Kehard, sbtnamedde llTdte/ flN»i a ]>Iac^ in Wor- 
eestersUre whiefe ^ wai^ hom^ was educated' at (he 
Univlnnilies of OxiTord WA Fans. • Her was as re- 
suoiuiUe fcrkisilearningiiiid diligence in pr^achingr. 
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4. — SAINT AMIKOSB. 

Oar saint wi^ bora about the year 340, and was 
educated in ^his father's palace^ who was Pfatorian 
Pk'aefect of Gaul. He converted the celebrated St. 
Augnstine to the faith^ &nd^ at hisbaptism, composed 
that divine hymn, so well known in the church* by the 
name of Te DeiM. He died, aged fifty-seven^. 

6. — LOW SUNDAY. 

It was a custom among the primitive Christians, 
on the first Sunday after Easter-day, to repeat some 
part of the solemnity of that grand festival; whence 
this Sunday took the name of Low Sunday, being 
cdebrated as a feast, tliough in a lower degree. 

*11, 1822.— ^R. DODD DIED, ^T. 66, 

Lcmg known as an togineer and wdiitect, and 
projector of several bridges and other impoitaot 
works ; among which are. Account of the .principal 
Canals in the known World, with Reflections on the 
Utility of Canals, 8vo, 1795— Reports, with Plans 
and Sections, of the proposed dry Tunnel from 
Gravesend to TilbuTy; also a Canal irom Graves- 
end to Stroud, 4to, 1798— Letters on the Improve- 
ment of the Port of London, demonstrating its prac- 
ticability without Wet Docks, 1799— rOUservations 
on Water, 8vo, 1805. ( 

19. — SAINT ALPHBOB. . 

A native of England, Alphege was first Abbot of 
Bath, then Bishop of Winchester, in the year 984, 
and, twelve years afterwards. Archbishop of Canter- 
bury. After seven months' miserable ]flipi;isoiu&eHt 
by 'the Panes^ the good archbishop was* stpped to 
death at Greenwich. . 

23. — SAINT 6EOR6B. 

Saint George is the patron Saint of England; for 
whi^k the foUowii^ reason id assigned: Wb#tt Bo** 
bert Pqke of Normapdy, the sm of William tiie 
Con^uerorjr was fighting ag^^i^t the Tiarks, md lay* 
ing mega to the famous ci^ of Ajitiocb, whioli warn 
eacpepted to be relieved by (heSara^^ss^ SL.iieft§» 
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appeared \eiih an iimUmerable artny toming' dotra 
from flie hills clad all in white, with a red .cross on 
his bannei^ to reinforc^ ffae CShristians'; tdiidh db 
terrified the infidels, that they fled; and left the Christ" 
tians in possession of the town. — See T.T: for M!2t,* 
p. 107.— The King's birth- day is kept on this day,' 
being* his name-day^ in imitation of the cnstpm in ca* 

fliolic countries. ' 

... . i 

25. — SAINT MARK. 

St. Mark's Gospel was writteta in the year 68., 
The order of knights of St. Mark at Venice, under 
the protection of Uiis evangelist, was instituted in the 
year 787, the reigning doge being always grand 
mi&ter: ttieir motto was,/ Pax tibi, Marce, Evange* 
UiiaMeus: 

The custom ci dtting and watching in the church 
porch of St. Mark's Eve> still ^xisti in jsome parts of 
the norths Of Eftgland. The • witching time of night' 
is from eleven till one ; and the third year the watch* 
er snppo/iies that be sees the ghosto of those who are 
to die the next year pass by into the church. This 
sdpanslitioiis obisiervance naturally. leads us to "the 
coii$idefation of ih^ belief in appdritiims. Thd piouit 
and eloquent Addlifon, in some reflections on thi# 
subject, ^ beautifoUy observes, ♦ If we beliete, as* 
many wj^e and g^od men have- done, that there lute 
such' Phantoms and« Apparitions as those I hteviiif 
beep ispeaUng ofy let us endl^avour to establi^ to 
MBMhres^mi interest in Hhk who holds the reinil 6f 
tte'w3idle'a:«fttl0n<iii'%is hsOid, aiid moderates theni' 
after such a manner/ that it is impossible Cor one be*" 
ittg tabceak loose upon anbth^r without His know-^ 
ledge and penilission< ^ot my own part,' continues" 
h^, ^ 1 am apt Ki^ j€4ft id' ^^iftion^ with "those who be-^^ 
Keve'ttataHthe r^giiites of nature swarm with S]p^' 
riU ; and ttot we^hav^^mulliliideif^ of speictators on dl * 
OK aotioAs, wfaM w6< think onrsdVesiMDMI alone: 
hoty insMid'of tofrify^ m^illff wMh^udtft uoHod, 
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I 9m. wQiiderfiillv pleased to fbiBk; tbat 1 am iliwix^ 
€Ogag;edwitb mnfi an ummmxaUe 8oci6iy> in MamH 
{d^ out die !^oiidejrs of the CTeation^ aud jjoioiiig in 
die same ceheert of praise and adoraikm.^ He^lfoes 
OB to 8a^> ' MiiiTON has finely described tbia nuxed 
commnaion of. Hen and Spirits in Paradise ;and')mc| 
doubtless his eye upon a verse in old ^lesiod^^'vihidk 
is almost word for word the same with his 4^^ 1^ 
in the following passage f 

Nor thinks though men were ooQe^ ^ 

Aat He«ven would wttnt spectatom^ Ch>d w^mt praise: 
IffiUie^ of Spiritiuil Creatares walk the earSi' 
HfmeWt bothwhen we wike, and when: w^ sleep; : 
AUcthcue with oeaseleM prabe hit woika beb^M 
. Ao^ day and Digbt, How often, fit>ai the stei^ 
Of echoing hill and thicket, have we heard 
Celestial voices to the midnight air, 
(adle,ior reipaastve each to othei's note) 
Sii^pi^tbeh>Of«at Creator. Qtt'mhvi^ 
llliile th<^ keep watch, or ttl(^tly roondivg walk* 
^^nth heav'hly touch of instrumental sonndf, 
In ibll harmonic numbers Joined, their sonn 
Divide the nfg^t, and lift oar thoughts to HeaVki. 

: • ; • . ' i/ \: • . • . ■ 

tn. another paper^ quaking of popidar/'Slipevitin 
tiona^be^aySy/I lgM>w but oneiiray:t^f:ltoiti^fsi^ 
«qr S9id pgainst: tliese gloomy pre^fageft.and rtentos 
of mii^, and that is by si^ouriiig to myself the. friindn 
Aip^pid, protecti^of that Beii^jiflfa.dim^wes oi 
•¥^i(ts^ apd goveins futuril^. . H^fee^batoM yiffw^ 
^ wbpl^ thr^ftd of my ^ustmee^ not pnlf. thfil fnt 
9$ it w:hich I ha^Q already pasMl througb^biitilMiMt 
wUch runs f<irward into aU the depflwuofoMctaaUyli 
When { lay me down to s)eep» I. j!monmetfd/mya& 
to His care ;\when I awake^ I give ]«y#^tf>ap(t#l]j8r 
#reptiQn.. Amidsl; all the evils that: ittunafffninie/ 1! 
will Ioo)l up tp.JEIim for help; and %iie9j&>flrA4t'Uttt} 
He will c^^r ^Teit thepj ortian tibeiftit«my;iUl¥«nf-l 

im €S ^ d^th J^am to diej I^m n«t; UkaU MrffoitaM 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



m ATkti i6is: "- 99 



both^ and th^t fie will not fail to support me under* 
them'/ 

NotiUng can be. more reprefaendble than tiiie too 
common prdctiee in nxrrses and servBnts, of alarm- 
ing'the tender minds of children with the idle tales 
of hobgoblins/ hamited houses^ &c. the effects of. 
which are to impress them with that timidity, which 
is afterwards removed wiUi the greatest difficntty; 
even when advanced in life, and with minds naturally 
superior to such little things. Sporting with the 
passions is always a dangerous project, for by such 
imprudence the mind may be so deranged as to be 
incapable of ever acting again with regularity and 
composure. Children also should never be permit- 
ted to frighten one another ; many have been involved 
in the most awful situations from this apparently 
trivial cause> and have fallen into a state of uliotism, 
or absolute lunacy. Many from the sudden impidse 
of terror, have^ from such watiton frolics, lost their 
lives ; while others again have had their intellects 
so much impaired, as to be rendered miserable, and 
altofietlier disiinalified for <he'000|ipaitions*of iife* ^ 
*99«18SS. — SIR Isaac heard, knt., gartbr prin- 
cipal KW(> bfi- ARM8« pt^P, 'JET. W! 

The hoast of Keraldfy, the pomjp of poweri 
KRke await ttf inevitable hour ! -^ — ' ' 

He was indefatigable in the execution of his office, 
and always acted with acute discrimination and strict 
conscientiousness. He was a good Latin scholar; 
and his knowledge of modern languages, some df ' 
which he spoke with great readiness, particularly 
qualified him for those missions to foreign courts 
which constituted an i^^^portant part of his official 
duty. ( Few. men, have, beenniore ^distinguished ,iw 
urbanity of ..maiiu^is^ habitual and.be- 

nevolence ofbe^t. The elegant turn of his mind» 

■ An idiininri»le«iitidote-t<reTery'tpe«iesofspeetr«iilehisibiiwill 
be feuid in ReriMr. -Phmiptre'* Strm m'&n ii|(poHNMM-(RiTiiigtoiii> 
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and his extraordinary memory^ which along inter- > 
course with polished society had richly stored,. ren- 
dered him dear to a large circle of acquaintanoe ; 
while the tenderness of his disposition^ andfiie parity 
of his moral and religions habits, commanded the 
affectionate veneration of (is domestic and private 
friends. His last and dying wish was to be bnried 
in the Chapel of St. Geoi^e's, Windsor, near the re-^ 
ihains of his late JRoval Master ; and it is pleasing tp 
be able to record, that the Dean and Chapter Imve. 
complied with his request 

9i0tron!omttal ^ktuxtrntts 

In APRIL 1823. 

Solar Phenomena. 
The Sun enters Taurus at 19 m. after 10 in the 
evening of the 20th of this month ; a^ lises and 
seta as in the following 

TABLE 

Ofih$ Sun'sSUm^^wnd Setting for every fifth JDojf. 

April 1st, .Sua risM 95 nu afker 6. Sets 85 m. after 6 
Dtb| •••••.««•••• Jo •••••••••• o *««•••• 3o •»•••. p*. V 

nth, 15 5 ....... 45 6 

\6thf ..••.••••••• 5 «•••.•..«. 5 ••...,• 55 •...••..• 6 

dlst, .••......,- 56 •,.»...«.. 4 ........ 4 m • 7 

20tily ••.•...•••.. 47 •.*••••••• 4 ..*•••« 13 ••••••••• 7 

Equation of Time. 

To find true from apparent time^ the hour indi* 
cated by the dial must be increased or diminished by 
the naiDJ>era in the following 

TABLE . 

Qf the Eq^miim of Time fin^. every J^ . 

Tie^ay, ' Apjit 1st, to the tiiae by the dial aii4>..... 4 T 

MUiaayxM.*.* •«#.«••«• Ulny •»••.••.••••••«...••••.. ..•••.•.•••«*».''..^i9 -97* • 

^Vjlnejr .#• ^.i •••t^ip ••« ivti^ ••.••.^.^.••••f ^......f .^.•.••.•<).f^..f«f, 1 1^ 

WednfiftdAy-Mw. LStb« fromLtbci time hy the dial wiibttQsi. 6. 
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LUNAB PhBNOMBKA« 

Phases ^f the Moon. 

Last Qaafrtery 8d day, at 10 m. past S -aftornoon 

KewMoony llth ....•.••,• 48 ••••••••••. 6 morning 

First Quarter, 18th ••••••»•• 49 ••••••••••• ••••«•••••••••• 

Full BCooBy Soto •••••••••• o9 «•••••••••« 6 •«••«• ««#««bM* 

Moon*s Passage over the Meridian. 
From the passages of the Moon over the first 
meridiaii which take place fliis month, tiie following 
have been selected .as affording tilie student conve- 
nient oppoitonities for observation, if the weather 
prove favourable at those times. 

April 8th, at 39 m. after 5 in the eveninfr 

S^u, •»• 5>4 •••••••••• O ••••••••••••••■••••• 

Ivtii, ••• «0 •••••••••• / ••••••••••••••4«j**»* 

litti, ••• II ••••«•••*• - cf «••••••••••••••••••• 

IJXSif ••• 04 •••••••••• o •••••••••••••«•••••• 

Ivttl, •ft* oo •••**••••• V •••••••••••••••••••• 

14uly ••• X4 •.••••*••• »" •••••••••••••••••■DPa 

Idth, ...53 10 

)#tb, ••« 33 •••••••.•• 11 ••••••.••••••.••«••« 

24th, ..^SS •«•«•. •... 5 i&thcrtnornivg 
3oth, ••• 18 •«•.•••••• 6 ..••••••.••••••.•••• 

26tb, ••• 10 ..••••.••• 7 ••.•••.••«•••••••••• 

97ih,-»»* 1 ••#*••••• 8 ••••iM««*M««M««««« 



Phbkombna Planbtarum. 

Phases of Venus. 
This beantiflil planet still remains nearly like a 
full moon; the following being the proportion of her 
light and dark phases :— 

k^^i !-♦ / Illominated part = 11-00909 durits 
^'**/'*»\ Dark part ........ = 0-99091 

EcUpse» of Jupiter's Satellites^ 
There will be twenty-five eclipses of Jnpiter^s first 
and second satellites this month, bat only two of them 
will be visible at Greenwich and its yicinityi viz* 
Emersions. 

First Satellite, 12th day, at 54 m. 42 s. past 8 at ni|pht 
Second Satellite, 4th ......... 48 10 ^,. 8 •.•••«.-••• 

. t*orm of Saturn's Ring.' 

-^ .i ,.x /Transvwseaxis 1»000 

Apnl "V^x^iigiite^sii ^-0^ 
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' " TABLE^ ' 

Of the Meridiondt Transits an^ rkltitudes of the 
PluHets. '' 
1st 7tfa 13th 19tti 25th 





' 


. TRANSITS. 








*.• yn. •'•' 


' "h. m. " * 


h. m. ' 


h,m. 


h.m* 


Mercury 


10 3d mor. • 


10^ 


11 4 


11 23 


11 44 


Venus 


1 30^^. 


1.36 


1 43 


1 50 


1 58 


Hai^ 


n 56 mor. 


11 51 


11 45 


11 40 


11 35 


Jupiter 


3 lit aft. 


3 9 


2 52 


2 35 


218 


$atiim 


1 SOitfi. 


1> 3 


I 11 


52 


33 


6. Sidus 


en mar. 


5 49 


5 27 


5 5 


4 42 






ALTITUDES. 






Mercury 31012' 


34049^ 


3^ 6' 


43057' 


490 8' 


Venus 


51 24 


54 1 


56 25 


58 32 


60 20 


Mars 


41 35 


43 26 •- 


45.14 


< 47 


48 42 


Jupiter 


58 M 


59 7 


59 20 


59 33 


59 46 


Saturn 


51 8 


51 16 


51 30 


6145 


51 59 


O. Sidus 


1*U 


• 15 11 


15 11 


15 11 


15 11 



Other Phenomena. 
Georgiom Sidus will be in quadrature at 45m. 
past midnight of the 1st of this month. The Moon 
will also be in conjunctimi with this planet at 59 m. 
after 11 in the morning of the 3d. Merctiry and 
Mars will b^. Ux conjunction on tbq 23d^ when the 
former planet will be 39^' soi^th of the latter. On the 
27th there' will be an occultatiqn of the star tt in 
Scorpio, by the Moon.' The stai* will . disappear, or 
the tmmersi&n will take.place^ at 26 m. aijter 9 in the 
miomihg, when th^ star will be llf north of the 
Moon's centre. It will re-appear, oi^ the Emersion 
will occur, atlin..4ds.]past 10; Wd thd Qtar will then 
be 13 J' north of the Moon's centre, Thi^ the whole 
duration of the eclipsb will b^ 35 m. 45 *s.. Here it 
may be observed, fot the information 6^ the astrono- 
mical t^ro,.that these epochs are expressed in ap- 
parent Greenwich time, and that the occultation itself 
is such, as it will be obsei^ved at the Royal Obser- 
vatory ;'Mft the circumstances will not diflfer much 
in m*ost'0tAi^'P'£iit1;s of the kingdom. As the disap- 
pearance , of th% star is so instantaneous, if the oc- 
cultatioii Y)e^ observed ^t a plstce^w^here the latitude 
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is well knowD^ it affords a good method of finding its 
longitude. 

Mercury will be in his superior conjunction at half 
past 8 in ttie morning of the 29th. Venus and Jupiter 
will also be on the same meridian on that day; when 
the former planet will be dSl^' north of the latter. 

DESCRIPTION AND USE OF ASTRONOMICAL 
INSTRUMENTS. 
[Continued from p. 81.] 

Portable Astronomical Quadrant. 

This instrument hafi been made of various forms ; 
and numerous methods of adjustment have been 
proposed by different artists. It would, however, 
be equally as impossible within our limits, as it 
would be inconsisteht with our plan, to attempt any 
general description of these. We shall, therefore, 
give only a single specimen, selecting one of those 
which have been considered the most perfect; and 
from which we hope our readers will easily under- 
stand the use of any of the others.. The Jig. in the 
next page represents a Portable Quadrant made by 
Bamsden, for the Observatory of Chrisf s College, 
Cambridge. 

The quadrant itself moves horizontally on the 
stem which supports it ; and the tripod on which it 
is mounted has adjustment screws for placing this 
stem perpendicular, which is the case when the 
plumb-line bisects both the superior and inferior 
dots daring a complete horizontal revolution of the 
instrument. The outer part of the stem consists of a 
brass tube, which fits so closely at each extremity 
to a solid steel axis, as to be altogether free from 
lateral motion; the stem consequently retains any 
position given to it, so long as the bottom screws 
are not moved. The telescope rests on a bar, which 
carries the counterpoise, and in which is the centre 
of motion. This telescope has likewise the usual 
apparatus fox effecting its slow an^ gradual move- 
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ment to the exact position required by the observa- 
tion : it is also furnished with a system of wires in 
the focus of the eye-glass^ which can be readily ad- 
justed by means of screws : the point of suspenmon of 
the plumb-line is likewise subject to adjustment by 
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suitable screws. The top of the tube or stem has a 
small circle^ with clamping apparatus attached to it 
for effecting a slow horizontal motion^ by which the 
whole quadrant^ with its telescope and other append- 
ages^ is graduaUy moved in the azimuth. When the 
observation is to be made either in or near the 
zenith, the plumb-line is in the way of the telescope, 
and then requires to be removed ; but its use is sup- 
plied by means of a spirit-level suspended from a 
horizontal brass rod, placed beneath the ujq^er radius 
of the quadrant. This level not only supplies the 
place of the plnmb-line^ when circumstances require 
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its removal^ but serves at all times as a cheek upon 
its adjustmeDit. Tlie quadrant is likewise furnished 
with a Vernier, and ail that is necessary for reading 
off the arcs with great accuracy^ and which may be _ 
readily done to lOttis of seconds.. The adjustment of 
the instrument requires some explanation. 

In these adjustments^ the first thing to be done is 
to bring the axis to a vertical position : when the 
plumb-line is employed for this purpose, turn the 
quadrant horizontally till the tekscope becomes 
parallel to a line joining any two of the feet by 
which the whole is supported : then turn one of the 
foot screws till the wire bisects the lower dot, and 
with the proper screw bring the upper dot to the wire. 
When this is done, reverse the telescope by turning 
the instrument 180^ in the azimuth ; and then, if both 
dots are again bisected, the axis is vertical in re- 
ference to that direction in which the telescope 
pointed. The telescope is next to be turned so as to 
point to the Ihird foot of the tripod, and the wire 
made to bisect the lower dot by turning the proper 
screw; and it will also be found to bisect the upper 
dot, if the first adjustment was properly made : but 
if it does not, the operations must be repeated till 
both the dots are bisected in all ike reversed positions 
of the instrument, when the pedestal will be in the 
proper vertical direction. 

A second important adjustment is that which re« 
lates to the coUimation of the telescope,*by which It 
is made parallel to the line that passes from the cen- 
tre of the quadrant to zero on the limb, at the same 
time fliat zero on the vernier coincides with zero on 
the quadrantal arc. Various methods have been 
proposed for accomplishing this; but the two follow- 
ing:, which serve as effectual checks to each other, 
wfllbe sufficient; they vdll also serve at the same 
time to detect any error, should there be any, in the 
total arc. The one of these relates to the vertical. 
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and the other to the horizontal radius of the qua- 
drant. To adjust the vertical line : — ^the axis of the 
quadrant being brought into the perpendicular by 
the method already described; fix upon a star near 
the zenith, when exactly on the meridian, and mea- 
sure the altitude by the cross-wire in the field of 
view in the usual way, and note the result. If these 
readings, the one on the quadrantal arc, and the 
other on the excess of that arc beyond 90% prove to 
be at equal distances from the point 90% ttie hori- 
zontal wire is truly placed ; but if not, half the dif- 
ference of the readings must be corrected by means 
of the proper screw for raising or depressing the 
wire. This may be done by dkecting the cross-wire 
to a distant mark till it bisects it ; and then moving 
the screw of the slow motion of the vernier half the 
quantity required, and by bringing back the cross- 
wire thus displaced to its original mark : a repetition 
of the operation will place &e cross-wire in such a 
situation, that zero on the vernier will be in its 
proper position with respect to the point 90°; or, 
when the half difference is ascertained, it may remain 
as an error of adjustment, to be applied with the 
sine pliis or minuSf as a correction of future obser- 
vations, as circumstances may render it -necessary. 

To adjust the mstrument by means of the horizon- 
tal line passing'through the zero on the limb of the 
quadrant, a second telescope is required : this should 
turn on pivots at the back of the quadrant, and be on 
a level with the said horizontal line. This may with 
propriety be called the adjusting telescope, and may 
be directed to any distant mark, both before and 
after an altitude is taken, for the purpose of detecting 
any deviation in the vertical position of the axis that 
may take place during the operation. It is neces* 
sary first to ascertain if this telescope be properly 
fibLed : for this purpose make it bisect some distant 
object by its cross-wire, and then after turning it 
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half round, if tbe object be again bisected by tbe 
same wire, the tetescoj^e is truly fixed. If die mark 
is not cut by the wire m the reversed position of the 
telescope, another, either higher or lower, as the case 
may reqture, mnst be chosen, and the cross-wire 
made to bisect it when the telescope is reversed, by 
taming the proper screws : it will thas be adjusted 
for coUimation. Tlie zero on the vernier must next 
be bronght to coincide with the zero on the limb, 
and the telescope of observation directed to the 
distant mark by which the adjusting telescope had 
been brought to its true position. This mark being 
bisected by both telescopes, while the level and the 
plumb-line show that the vertical axis is perpendi- 
cular, turn the quadrant half round its azimuth, and 
reverse the adjusting telescope, so as to see the same 
mark again ; and if it be found to out it as before, the 
horizontal line of the quadrant wiU be correct, and the 
whole arc without error, supposing the telescope of 
observation to have been previously adjustea fdr 
collijiiation by the point 90^, as above described. 

In these adjustments it has been supposed that tlie 
crobs^vrire was perfectly horizontal, or that the pa- 
rallel lines were perpendicular to the horiz(m. This, 
however, is easily proved ; for by directing the tele- 
scope to a fine distant mark, if one of the vertical 
mies continue to bisect it through the whole field 
of view, while the telescope is elevated or depressed, 
the position of the wires is correct; but if not, they 
must be brought to their proper position by turning 
the screws designed for mat purpose. In ail good 
instruments, the plane of (he quadrant should be 
parallel to its axis of motion, and the line of collima- 
tion of the telescope should also be parallel to that 
plane. 

tro be CQntinaed.] 
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Thau sendeat forth 7%f spirit, they are created} and Thou reneweH 
the face of the eortft.— Psalm civ, 30. 

During the death and the darkness of wiuter^ we 
walk fofth^ as into an unbounded burial groimd : the 
nicest eye^ the most minute investigation, cannol^ in 
many instances, discover one single trace of all that 
profusion of vegetable and animal life which so lately 
figured and flourished. The leaf^ and the fruit, and 
the stem, and the very root of the plant, are gone ; 
and the future being, not only of the individual in- 
sect, but of the race itself, rests upon an existence 
so minute and diminutive, as to elude the very closest 
observation. But, tlie spirit of renewal being sent 
forth, the Sun having advanced in his annual cir- 
cuit, dispersing light and heat, and calling up life 
and joy^ in his progress; — the fields and the forests, 
over which winter had brooded in death and in 
darkness, rejoice, and swell, and freshen, and bud, 
and burst into life.T-There is a resurrection from the 
dead, — and the air, and the earth, and the water, are 
peopled with inhabitants, who have apparently 
shared in the benefit of so general a revival. 

It is in Spring — more audibly, perhaps, than 
during any other season — that the voice of God comes 
down upon us, and comes up around us, — and breaks 
in through all the accessible parts of our moral ap- 
prehensions, in tones of irresistible and sustained 
endearment. It is in spring that Divine goodness 
walks forth unveiled— that the pastures of the wil- 
derness do spring-rthat the fig-tree and the vine put 
on their promise— that the Spirit of renewal is s^nt 
forth, — and a general expression of cheerfulness pre- 
vails. It is in spring tliat tlie foot which presses the 
soil, falls more lightly, — while the song of love and 
of joy is borne up, on the wings of harmony, even to 
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heaven's gate. It is in spriDg^ that, aided by asso» 
elation^ combination, and reflection, man is enabled 
to convert the visible features of beauty, the varied 
and pleasing attitudes of nature, into an inexhaustible 
source of enjoyment'. 

The 'changefnr character of the weather in the 
month of April, sometimes mild, with gentle showers, 
and occasionaUy frosty, has been noticed by most of 
our poets : it is thus prettily described by Chamber- 
layne, one of the bards of England's good ''olden 
tyme:' — 

liook how a bright and gloriom morning, which 
Hie yonthftil brow of April doth enrich, 
Smilefl, till the rode winds blow the troubled doads 
Into her eyes; then in a black veil shrouds 
Herself, and weeps for sorrow. 

But April, like human life. Has her splendid^ lights, 
as well as her deepening shadows; and 

the darkest day 
live till to-morrow will have passed away. 

In the language of Mr, Worj)SWOrth, with some 
of whose exquisite Sonnets we have enriched our 
pages. 

Now the storm bath ceased, the birds regain 
Their cheerfulness, and busily retrim 
Their nests, or channt a gratulating hymn 
To the blue ether and bespangled plain. 

In our last year's Diary for May, we introduced 
some observations on the appearances of Spring in 
Persia : pass we now to Sweden, and let us contem- 
plate the beautiful description of her Spring, as given 
by Mr. Richter : — * A Swedish Spring,^ he observes, 
' which is always a late one, id no repetition, in a 
lower key, of the harshness of winter; but antici- 
pates, and is a prelibation, of perfect summer, — 
laden with blossoms— radiant with the lily and the 
rose; insomuch, (hat a Swedish summer night re- 

'The Stnaaoaseoatemplatedin tiie Spirit of th« Gospel, by the^ 
Sev.T,CUle^«* (Cad^U, 1S2S;) 
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presents implicitly one half pfltaly^. and a* winter 
nigbt one haJf of the world beside. After the lapse 
of half a year, all at once fliere atrikei^ upon the 
heart something more beautiful than Italy, wbeore the 
Sun sets so much earlier in summer time than it 
does in Sweden ; and what is ^Aaf ? It is the longest 
day, with the rich freight that it carries in its bosom^ 
and leading by the hand the early dawn, blushing 
with rosy light, and melodious with the caroling of 
larks at one o'clock in the morning. Before two, 
that is, at sun rise, all the flowers are glittering, and 
the forests are gleaming with the mighty light. The 
warm Sun threatens with no storm, nor thunder 
showers, for both are rare in Sweden. That a longest 
day like this, bearing such a cornucopia of sunshme, 
of cloudless ether, of. buds and bells, of blossoms 
and of leisure, should pass away more rapidly than 
the shortest, is not difficult to suppose. At eight 
o'clock in the evening, the Sun is now burning more 
gently over the half-closed sleepy flowers'; about 
nine he has mitigated his rays, and iS beheld bathing, 
as it were naked, in the blue depths of heaven: 
about ten, the tepid Sun, now sunk to the horisson, is 
still shedding a sullen glow upoii flie cottages and 
window frames ; every thing reposes in profoundest 
silence and sleep : . the birds even are all slumbering 
in the golden summits of the woods,; and, at last, 
the solitary Sun himself sets, like a moon, amidst llie 
universal quiet of nature. Coolness comes, and a, 
few stars. The night-violet and gilly-flowers open, 
and breathe out ilieir powerful odours. To the north, 
from the eternal morning of the pole, ^xhale^ as it. 
were, a golden dawn. A few brief, warn^ hours, and . 
all at once starts up the morning Sun in his freshness; 
then, again, begin pleasure and morning in their pomp 
of radiance!' 

The month of April is a very interesting one to 
the ornithologist, as, at this period, most of our mi- 
grating birds return from their travels, ajid if e recog- 
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nise in the grove and the hedgerow the voices of 
many of our old acquaintances^ which we as much 
expect to hear about this time, as if an appointment 
were made for that purpose ; and we greet them as 
file harbingers of a delightful season. A person 
well conversant with birds will know them as cer- 
tainly by their voice, or flight, as if the creature were 
in his hand ; but the paxus tribe (torn tits), in the 
spring, have such a variety of notes, that they at 
times surprise, and occasion a disappointment : we 
hear an xmusual note, and creep with caution to 
observe the stranger it process from, and at length 
perceive our old acquaintance searching with his 
usual activity the lichens of an old apple-tree. All 
these birds {parus major, and p. ater in particular) will 
often acquire or compound a note not common to 
each other, seem delighted with it for a day, and 
then we hear'it no more. The larger torn tit (p. nuyor) 
has two particular calk which he uses in the spring 
and autumn, so invariable, that they are become 
familiar to every gardener; and no spring passes 
without our hearing the singularly harsh notes of this 
beautiful bird. 

The arrival of the swallow, about the middle of the 
month, foretels the approach of summer. The next 
bird that appears, is the motacilla luscinia, or night- 
ingale. To this charming songster our nine published 
volumes' are full of elegant tributes; and yet can we 
never tire of the pleasing theme. 

Ye warbling chanters of the wood, 
That fill Uie eare« with nature's laies, 

Thmking your passion's understood 
By weaker accents, what's your praise 
"When Philomeil her voice doth raise ? 

SIR H. WOTTOM. 



■ See particulaTly T. T. for IS22, pp. 116-122, an account of the 
abundance of nightingales in Persia and the East, some elegant 
▼erses by Hafiz, and Crashaw's translation of Strada's beautiful poem 
on the contest of the nightingale with the musician. 
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To H. C. 

Upon Occasion ofleamng his CmnJtrye^ and Sweetnesse rf his Verse. 

Eoglands sweete nightingale ! what frights thee so. 
As over sea to make thee take thy flight, 
And there to life with native conntreyes foe, • 

And there him with thy heavenly songs delight \ 

Wliat ! did thy sister swallowe thee excite 
With her, for winter's dread, to flye away ? 
Who is it, then, hath wrought this other spite. 
That when, as she retpmeth^ thou shonldst stay ? 

Assoone as spring begins, she cometh ay : . 
Returne with her; and thoa like tidings bring: 
When once men see thee come^ what will they say? 

lioe! now of EnglislFpoesie comes the Spring ! 
Come, feare thoa not the cage, but loyall be. 
And ten to one thy soveraigne pardons thee. 

HENRY CONSTABLE. 

From die time of'Homer to the present day, the poets 
have ever considered tlie nightingale as d melancholy 
bird: we have before (T. T. for 1815, p. 189, 140, and 
for 1821, p, 118) combated this opinion, and have, we 
think, sufficiently proved that it is entirely erroneous. 
To the authorities formerly adduced in support of our 
observations, we add the following. The first is 
from one of our early bards, who were good judges 
of nature's music, and admirable sketchers of her 
eve^ beautiful scenery ; the second is from a great 
political character, now consigned to the grave, 
whose elegant taste and classical acquirements are 
admitted by all parties. 

The chearfnl birds 
With sweetest notes do sing their Maker's praise : 
Among the which the merrie nightingale, 
Witli swete and swete^ her breast against a thorn. 
Rings out all night. 

Vallans, Tale of Tiro Simmnes. 

The following Letter of the Hon. C. J. Fox, while 
it confirms the accurate description of the poet, will 
also serve to show Mr. F.'s fondness for literary in- 
quiries, and for works of imagination and poetry. 
His letters are filled with complaints of the inter- 
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roptions to his stadies that mrose from politics^ while 
he }q>eaks with delight and complacency of whole 
days devoted to Eoripides and Virgil. 

* Dear Gret, 

' In defence of my opinion aboat fhe niglitingalef , 
I find Chancer, who of all poets seems to have been the ibndett of the 
fingiag of birda^ calls it a merry note ; and^ though Theocritos Bieotioiis 
wghtiogalea six or seven times, he never mentions their note as plain- 
tive or melancholy. It is true he does not call it any where meny, as 
Chancer does; bnt by mentioning it with the s<mg of the blackbird, 
and as answering it, he seems to imply that it was a cheerfiil note; 
Sophocles is against iis ; bnt even he says, lamenting Itys, and the com** 
parison of her to Electra is rather as to perseverance by day and nifht, 
than as to sorrow. At all events, a tragic poet is not half so good 
authority in this question as Theocritus and Chaucer. I cannot light 
upon the passage in the Odyssey, where Penelope's restlessness is com- 
pared 4o the nightingale ; but I am sure that it is only as to restlessneis 
and watchliifaiess that be makes the comparison. If yon will read the 
last twelve books of the Odyssey, you will certainly find it, and I am 
sore yoa will be paid for your hunt, whether you find it or not. The 
passage in Chaucer is in the Flower and Leaf, p. 99. The one I par- 
tieuliuty allude to in Theocritus, is in his Epigrams, I think in the 
fourth, Pryden has transferred the word merry to the goldfineb^ in the 
Flower and the Leaf; in deference, may be, to the vulgar error ; but 
pray read his description of the nightingale there : it is quite delightful, 
I am afraid I like these researches as much better than those that relate 
to Shaftesbury, Sunderland, kc. as I do those better than attending the 
HoBie of Commons. 

^ Yonr*8y aflfectionately, 

* C. J, Fox.' 

Although we bear willing testimony to the tran- 
scendant powers of our heavenly musician, fhe night- 
ingale, may we not suppose that her chaunt acquires 
an adventitious charm from its being unaccompanied 
by the notes of any other bird, and from its beingf 
generally heard in the still season of night? The 
bard of A. von, with whom, however, we do not entirely 
agree in this case, goes still further : he says. 

The crow doth sing as sweetly as the lark, 
When e^her is attended ; and, I think. 
The mgbltmg^UfM she should aing by day, 
When ev'ry goose is ea<dcUiig, would be thonght 
No better a nnridan than tbe wren. 
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That beautifiil little bird, the wryneck (jynx tor- 
quiUa) makes its appearance about the middle of the 
montib, preceding the cuckoo by a few days. The 
well-known cry of the cucuhis canorus is heard soon 
after the wryneck, and ceases the latter end of June: 
its stay is snort, the old cuckoos being said to quit 
this country about the end of June ; but it is more 
probable that its departure is delayed till about the 
end of August. All, however, do not leave England, 
as well-auttienticated instances have recently occurred 
of cuckoos, like swallows, being found in a state of 
toroidity. 

The other summer birds of passage which arrive 
this month, make their appearance in the following 
order: the ring-ousel (turdus torquatus), theredistart 
(motacilla phcenicurus) , frequenting old walls and 
ruinous edifices ; the yellow wren {motacilla trochi- 
lusjy the swift, the white-throat (motacilla sylvaJ^Oie 
grasshopper lark {alauda trivialis), the smallest of 
tiie lark kindi ; and, lastly, the willow wren, which 
frequents hedges and shrubberies, and feeds on in- 
sects, in search of which it is continually running up 
and down small branches of trees. The house-wren 
destroys many pernicious insects. The stofie-curkw, 
or great plover, arrives about this time. — For some 
observations on the sleep of birds, see T.T. for 1821, 
p. 121. 

The author of the. ' Widow's Tale, and other 
Poems," has vividly sketched the beauties of this de- 
lightful month in a charming little poem, entitled 

* The April Day,' which, even without the date of 

* 20th, 1820,' would, from its freshness and accuracy, 
have suggested the supposition that it was from 
actual observation. No heedless or unskilftil eye 
could have caught the marks and tokens, which must 
have been noted down at (he minute they occurred. 

AH'^Ajr the fow-hnng olon^ faaye dn^t 

Their garnered fulness down ; 
AH day- that soft grey mist bath wrapt 

Hill, valley, grove, and town. 
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There hat nt'ikiWiaiiMmd t o <i y 

To break 4he qdmie fammt ; 
Nor metb»y I' wui^ itoMt njfy 

Of Kfe or Jivii% WMMm: 
Of waving boii^ or warMing Wrd, 

Or aatiie <iiiD«y lowing ; 
I conldiwn lialf iMliflHrattliheaffd 

The JflBvee And ihUwenifrfrowiDg. 
I stood to Inar^i 'love it ^reB, 

SmaUtdnfs^ hiit*thtek M«!lhM:they^ll^ 

DowB^traigihl'iflle tbe-gimmd. 
For leafy thiolUMtu is net yet 

£arth*s nfked hnmt no vkveeti, 
Thoofhwlry^riiipiiif branch Is Mt 

' WHb AooiB o^lrader' giweti. 
Sore, since I loobcnd>«t^MMly «Min^ 

Theae bwieyniakieftaaiii 
Have f«Mlh0d«o double growth ; that thorn 

ibttfa pat ifbrth larger ^fttidi ; 
That tilaotB«)aaiviogieoM«>fa«v«%ai«t» 

Tbemilltovibile 4h>we»a««vail]itig ; 
Even now, nponwyisoHet^nt 

IMLetbinhe^tbeir'Swnets «re«teiding: 
The very earth,- the sttainy atr, 

is«U-wMii)«gi«iee'i^ ! 
And grace ^uid bnaitty iw r iy «iH w » e 

Areifl»hing4otoiliib. 
Dovrn, daaaa they Ka it ' t hoae AMttiiii stores ! 

Tbas»eavib-re}«iciBg-dinip« ! 
^ A momeiltafy ttoliige ihmmi, 

VheM4ni0i, wMvoaMa, atapv. 
And, ere the diw|kles'cii tbe'StrSBiii 

Haveeiided au»df sigfttt, 
Lo! from the w«flt,npai*ting gleam 

Breaks :iforth,«of amber 4igbt. 

« -« ♦ # 

But yet bciM>1d--«bnipt man ifswai, 

Comes down the 'glitt'iiaig rain; 
The ftraweU of a paming «lond, 

The fringes 6f ils train. 

Want of space foi%ttfs tis frompitrstdiig the details 
of fhe picture— tlie effects of the sadden sunshine on 
the birds— the passing of a train of cows from the 
pasrtcre-^and/lastlyj of a flock of sheep^ Which 
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Wind toto the •tnm of light 

That poun acroM the road. 
And all the moviog mass is bright 

In one broad yellow Bood. 

• • • • 

The shepherd saunters last— 4mt why 

Conies with hiniy pace for pace, 
That ewe? and why, so piteooaly, 

Looks up the creature's face ? 
Swung ii^his careless band, she sees, 

(Poor ewe !) a dead cold weight, 
The little one her soft warm fleece 

So fondly cherished late. 
But yesterday, no happier dam 

Ranged o'er those pastures wide 
Than she, fond creature ! when the lamb 

Was sporting by her side. 
It was a new-bom tbiog^-^the rain 
.. Poured down all nigbt>^ts bed 
Was drenched and cofi. Morn Came again. 

But the young lamb was dead. 
Yet the poor mother's fond distress 

Its e?'ry art had tried 
Tq shield, with sleepless tenderness, 

The weiJc one at ber side. 
Round it ail night she gathered, warm, 

Her woolly limbs-^her head 
Close curved across its feeble form ; 

Day dawned, and it was dead. , 
She saw it dead — she felt, she iuiew . 

It had no strength, no breath, — 
Yet how could she conceive, poor ewe ! 

The mystery of death ? 
It lay before her, stiff and cold ; 

Yet fondly she essayed 
To cherish it in love's warm fold, 

Then restless trial made ; 
Moving with still reverted face. 

And low complaining bleat, 
To entice from their damp resting-place 

Those little stiff'ning feet 
All would not do, when all was tried — 

Love*s last fond hire was vain; 
So quietly by its dead side 

She laid her down again. 

The process of vegetation is general and rapid in 
this month. The blackthorn or sloe (prnnus spinosa) 
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pais forth its elegant flowera; ahost of others fol- 
low, among which may be named the ash (Jraxmus 
exceUiarJ, groond-ivy {glecoma hederacea), and the 
box-tree (buxus senqfervirensj. The apricot, the 
peachy nectarinoy tibe wild and .garden cherry, and 
the plmn (all of which contain a portion of prrussic 
acid, or the pecnliar principle of almonds) ; goose- 
berry and cnrrant trees, the hawthorn (cratcegus oxy- 
canthaj, and the sycamore {iicer pseudo-platanus), 
are now in flower. The blossoms of the apple and 
pear present to the eye a most agreeable spectacle, 
particularly in those counties which abound with 
orchards. 

The beech (fagus syhdtica) and the larch {pinus- 
larix rubra) are now infiM leaf. The larch, also, ex- 
hibits its red tufts or flowers, which soon expand into 
cones, and the fir tribe show their cones also. That 
magnificent and beautiful tree, the horse-chesnut 
[1iippocastaimm)f now displays its honours of fine 
green leaves and its handsome * spikes pyramidal ' 
of white and red flowers : it is quite the glory of 
forest trees. 

The laurel is in flower ; and that universal favourite, 
the violet, is still seen and loved, for its own and for 
I remembrance sake. 

To the Ybllow Viotinr. 
By an American Poet. 
. . When beechen bods begin to swell, 

I And woods tbe blue-bird's warble know, 

The jellow violet^s modest bell 
I Peeps from the last year's leaves below. 

Ere msset fields their green resnme, 
I Sweet ftowV! I love, in forest bare, 

I To meet thee, when thy faint perfume' 

Alone is in the virgin air. 

Of all her train, the hands of Spring 
First plant thee in the wat'ry mould ; 
I And I luive seen, thee blossoming 

Beside tbe snow*bai^'s edges cold* 
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Tbv i^areat Soo, who. bade tliM vkw? 

Pde skies, and chilling moisture sip,^ 
Ite batbed* tl)ee in his own bright hue, 

Aa^XSPnkied wtth^j^ tbj g^owiogl^ 

¥li^sligllt>1^y forni) and^lowibgriMt, 

AndteactlAnirdbeBt tW gend* e>i% 
Wifpt thior irassiDt mw/to'mcot» 

Wbeikk&QV flftw^naia flamiting.Bigiu. 

Oft^in the anBloM. 4^Hldaj 

Thy early, smiie has stayed my, walk ^, 
Blif'bifd^t the gorgebus htooma of May 

f passed thee oir thy hnmMe staHt. 
86 they who cKmb to wealth folrget 

lite fitiendkiii dhrlier fovtfines ttied; 
I copied them — but I regret 

That 1 slniald ape the waya- ol psidl^ 

Apd wbea agpin the gfinM boor 

Awakes tlia painted tribe& oC light, 
lit not overlook the modest flower 

'Fhatmadfe the woodk^of A'priibrif^ 

Many and: Ibvely are the flowers wRich ate show^s- 
etf, in profnsiou, frqm the lap of April': among thenr 
may bb nam^d t]ie jonquifj^ anenion^^ rannncnfus, 
polyanthus, and the crown imperial. The doubla 
white, the yellow, and some others of the eadiier 
tnlips, are mity opened in this month; but Ihe more, 
iihistrious varietfes will not blow for some weejfes. 
This tribe is the gayest offspring of fforiculture. Other 
flowers which adon» our fields^ al this time, are the 
Qhecquered daffodit ffiitvUema^ meleagrisj, the prim- 
rose', the cowslip (prinmia rera)*, the lady-smock 

> And now the p immv m finelif^Krewe the patl^ 
And 9weetaat.«ioifete imye down theipbesdK' 
At some tree's root, on mossie feather-beds. 

W. BROWKB. 

* < When I awoke in. the momwig^ I w^tii9»toitbft window : the first 
thing I saw was the church ; I Eemambei;ed tbat.my; mother's body 
had been lying out all nighty and san as fast as I could to the 
churchyard. The dark pit was not to be seen, nor could I find 
where it had been for some time. On the spat was a sort of mound 
raised up, like many others in the churcbyaxd,^ coved with fresh 
turf, and bound together with osiers. One little cowslip was grow- 
ing up among the grass ; the soft pale green stem, of this flower was 
no longer than a long-blade of graas; but I waff quite glad to lee it, 
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{cardamine pratensis), and flie harebell {hyacmthus 

nan scriptus). 

Tke Harbbbix. 

With drooping bells of clearest bine, 
Thou didst attract my childish view. 

Almost resembling 
The azore butterflies that flew 
Where on the heath thy blossoms grew. 

So lightly trembling. 

Where ftatfaery fern and golden broom 
Increase the sand-rock cavern's gloom^ 

I've seen thee tangled, 
*Mid tofts of purple heather bloom 
By vain Arachne's treacherous loom 

With dewKlrops spangled. 

'Mid ruins tumbling to decay. 

Thy flowers their heavenly hues display, 

Still freshly springing. 
Where pride and pomp have past away* 
On mossy tomb and turret gray, 
like friendship clinging. 

When glow-worm lamps illume the scene, 
And silvery daisies dot the green, 

Thy flowers revealing, ^ 

Perchance to soothe the fairy-queen, 
With faint sweet tones ou night serene, 

. Thy soft bells pealing. 

But most I love thine aanre braid, 
When softer flowers are all decayed, 

And thou appearest 
SteaUag beneath the hedgerow shade^ 
Like jdys tHat linger as tbey &de. 

Whose last are dearest 

Thou art the flower of memory ; 
The pensive soul. recals in thee 
The year^ past pleasures ; 



aud every morning I went to look if the little buds vtere blown, and, 
when the weather was very dry, I always watered it. After it left off 
blowing, I never forgot it ; but loved its little crimped half-bidden 
leaves better than all the brightest summer flowers.: now there are 
more than thirty cowslips on my mother's grave. A cowslip was her 
favourite flower.'-rikfay you Like Jt, 12mo. 1823. * 

k2 
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A94hiM1^kiMiwdtlMNigKiMUIk% 
Tiily back to careless iniuicyy 
The path she measoret. 

Beneafh antmnnal breezes bleak, 
* So faintly ftir, so sadly meek, 

Fve seen thee bendfog. 
Pale as the pale bine veins that streak 
Consumption's tbin» transparent cheeky 
WIdi death-hnes.blending'r 

Thou. shaU be sbirow'a lovo. aad auaA;i 
llio vtoitt and the of^antiaa 

With spring an baaiahed. 
Tn sanunes'a baaoa the/osM^ shine. 
But I of thna my waatk will tmun^ 

Wbei^ tbase an vanish^dw 

Muff Yen Uke Ih 

The yellow star of Bethlehem (bmithogalum biie- 
umj in woods; tbe vernal squill (Mdllamma) among 
maritime rocks ; asd thft wo«d-sonrt (axalis acetth- 
sella), are now in feH flower. The leaves of the 
wood-sorrel abosmd! witti arid, which is extracted, 
and, when crystallfeed, forms Hie salt of lemons, 
usefal for removing stains in linen. This and the 
wood anemone (anemone nemoroeaj,, now in flower, 
have both white blossoms^aad iahabit shady woods. 
The elm (ulmmeampMriM} ist hi fiitt lea£ —See some 
beautifiil lines by Lord Bntn» m o«r last volume, 
p. 126. 

Young mohs are now to be found in their nests ; 
this is a good time, therefo^^ fbc destroying them. 
Wea^h and stoats are great eaemiea ta moles, and 
frequently get into their holes, kiU the inhabitaiits, 
and take up their own abede there. 

The' tenants of the^ air are, in' this BAOBth, basfly 
employed in formiiE^ their temporary habitations, 
and in rearing and maiBtaimng tlieir offspnag.^-t-'Fer 
poetical Illustrations, see our former vohmtes* 

^bout the middle of April, the bittern (ordiea stdr 
laris) makes a hoUow ooomm§ Hoise, dniiiig ttie 
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mi^t n tttt tnediBs mum, &•» ils^ Mnutpr it* 



To a WATER-Foirt. 

By an American PocC 

tnuther 'midst ftllinf dew. 
While glow the beavem with tbe last stept of Aj, 
Far throogh their rosy deptfas, doet tfep« panne 
'V^Miitatf vaye 
VmI% tiketerlai't agrft 
Wght muk «l^ (iiiHlwA iiriit t» dt ttet WBMi^ 
All darkly paioylad oa the cruMMtakj^^ 
Tiiy figure floats along. 

S«ek'ftt Hum the pli)f^]r briak 
Of weedy lake, or maze of ri?erwidey 
O^ where the roemng' bnlows nn and* sink 
On Ifea efaalifed otea» aiilsd 

Tbereb » l%wer whose oanr 
TaMhfii ^ way afc>ng tirnt pat MiM i Bs ait ,r^ 

Xhaideaeefcaiid^lVimitshlr aity^ 
I^one^ waodermg^ hat not lost. 

AU day thy wmgp have fiuwei^ 
At that fiir height, the cold thin atmosphere i 
Yet stoop not, weaiy, to the wefcome land, 
Tlioogh> this dwrk night is^naor. 
And 800S tftat toil shall end ; 
Bmm AailLtbMLfiodttsininiarliame, and leaC^ 
And scream amont *3»MMm; voeda «lntt hcpd 
Soon o'ar thy sheltered nest» 

Thon'st gone, the abyss of heaven 
Hath swallowed op tl^ £>»; yet, oamif Immtf 
Deepfy hath, snnk the lesson thoa.ha«tgpi«cn^ 
And shall not soon depait. 
Hb, who fromaonc t^aone, 
Oatdea thioagk tiw bonndlesssky Ikjr oettahi iigh^ 
In the long way^ tkat I most traad alona^ 
WiUlead ny at^aarigjbt, 

' Various kinds of insectj^ are now seen ' sporMng in 
the snn-beams/ and livingr their ' littk how/ The 
jvmfiog q^ider (aranea scenica) is observed on garden 
walls; and the webs of other species of Kpidm^ore 
foand on the bushe^j palings^ and ontsides of hoimui. 
The tulm terrestrU appears, and the death-watch 
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{termes pakat^rim) 4)eat» early in the month; Tbe 
wood-ant (formica hercalanea) now begins ta emi* 
struct its large conical nest.. Iiittl<d^maggots^ the first 
state of young ants, are now to be found in Aeir 
nests. The shell-snail comes out in troops; flie 
stinging-fly {conops cdlcitrans) and the red*aiit { for- 
mica rubra) appear* 

The mole-cricket (gry litis gryll&talpa) is Ae most 
remarkable of the insect tribe seen about this time. 
The blue flesh-fly {mnsca vomitwia) and ttie dragon- 
fly (libellula) wee frequeritly observed towards the end 
of the month. The great variegated libdlfda (fifcc/- 
lula varia of Shaw), which appears, principally, to- 
wards the decline of summer, is an animal of singu- 
lar beauty. The cabbage butterfly also {papUio 
brassica) now appears. The black slug {timex ater) 
abounds at this fseason. — See T.T. for 18S1, • p. 128 ; 
and on the best mode of destroying them, p. 129. 
The newt (lacerta aquatica) lies buried during the 
winter months in the mud of stagnant waters, but 
may now be seen crawling along the bottoms of 
ponds and deep ditches, seeking for its food the mi- 
nute insects that frequent those stations*. 

River fish leave their winter retreats, lyotd again 
become the prey of the angler; 

In the narrow snnny plashes near, 

Observe Uie puny piscatory swarm. 
That withthdr tiny squadrons tack and veer, 

Cruising amidst the shelves and shallows warm, 
Chasing, or in retreat, with hope or fear 

Of petty plunder. or minnte iftarm; 
With clannish instinct how they wheel and £ice, 
Inherited arts, inherent in thfe nee : 
Or mark the jetty, glossy tribes that glance 

UpAi the water's firm unruffled breast, 
^IVacing their antient labyrinthic daiice , 

In mute mysterious cadence unexpressed. 

wmsTttfckiin*. 

Towards the end of the month, the song of the 
black* cap (mofaG^/foafrtC(zpt7to^ is heard, {^fibx:ding 
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^«rf ^iBtorttctiv^ la &» gnndflo^ and is pojitieiibidoi 

pear.— See T.T. for 1821, p. 122. 

"Xlie wffiPiag Mi^t of pigeons (co&ttate)' sppMfS in 
tlli» neath, ov early in, ihe ms t 

917 weatbM ill 8tm iwM^optebletoiflwjfiBiaMf, vte 
a» ■ Mf lyy wl ku swrinf iMioufi kkida of grainy mA 
999i0 fto ffidlten. M bvcfc-wlwat,. liscoae, saintfiM^ 
tl g f ^i i, ke. i;he jomog earn mmI aq^ringing^graMk 
h owDfw; am BNrtenally benefited fajt oecasionaA 
AeRMM.. "raie itepoitaiit task of weedn^jinfiiwr begins 
tri4k«iie£affnier, and eioery Ibistfe- ca*. down^. efferjr 
ptamt of eha^Ioek palled apv majr be said to> lie> ant 
Mfy aaairaatMo fcK hansel^, b«t a najHoaal beaett. 
-4)i& MMd^ see T.T; far 1881, p. IfiS. 



MAY iff so called from Maia, 1*emofter of Mei^ 
cury, toTdiom sacrifices, were oflfered by the Romans 
en Ae 1st of this mondi ; or, according to some, front 
respect to tile senators and nobles of Rome, wbo 
were named Majores, as the fit^Howingr month waa 
termed Jnnias, irk hom»ur of tbe jaoth of Rome. 

ite MAY 1828» 
1. — MAY DAY. 

All rafiks, fDrmerly, went ont into the woods a 
mayin^ early on the first of this month ; returning 
laden with boughs- and giarlaAds, and spending the 
remainder of the day m, dancing xoiuid a May'-pole. 
This custom is- sMU pyeserred in various reHK)te dis- 
tricts of ]&igiuMl: geMtaUy speaking;^ horaEevex,. tbe 
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irivacity^ of May-day is confined to. the ehotnaey-' 
sweepers> as if in mockery^ and to a . few: woiild-be 
mofris^ancers abont the eonatry^ who lo<dL foolish 
and beg halfpence. 

From our Huntingdonshire correspondent. we have 
received the following information respecting tiiet mo- 
dem celebration of May-day in some provincial 
fowns and villages. The chief remains (he remarks) 
of the observance of this day in our provincial towns 
and villages in modem times, is in the garlands 
which are exhibited by the chUdren. To a horizon- 
tal hoop two semi-hoops are affixed vertically at li^ht 
angles^ forming a sort of crown, and to these are ai- 
fixed flowers, ribands, handkerchiefs, necklaces, sil- 
ver spoons„ and whatever fipery can be procured : 
this is suspended, at a considerable height above the 
road, by a rope extending across from house to 
house (from chimney to cMmney of the lowly cot- 
tage), while the children attempt to throw their balls 
over it from side to side, singing, and some begging 
halfpence from passengers : a May-lady or doll, or 
larger figure, dressed up, sometimes makes an append- 
age in some side nook. The money thus collected is 
afterwards spent in a tea-drinking, with cakes, &c., 
wh^i something like the following lines are 3aid or 
sung by the chUdren : — 

T^Mat-Dat Garland. 

The lilac, laburnmn, the iris, and cheer, 

The hawtliorn, the cowslip, the king-cob, so gay ; 

Each beauty which gladdens the spring of the year. 

And the 'kerchiefs and ribands our friends have supplied. 

In bows and in streamers are tasteiiilly tied, 

And form oar sweet garland— oar garland of May. 

' Beneath it welt dance and we'll throw np the bail, . 

And all shall be gladness, good-humour, and play ; 
We*ll sing, and in chorus we'll join one and all. 
And glad as the season we'll lift np our voice, 
And all within measure and reasoo rejoice f 

Ben^th this pty garland— this garland of May. 

lUay^day is^ in some parts of Uncolnshke^ the 
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day £m ebanging serran^^ preTioiuily to which that 
nui s ance in a house, a general cleaning, takes plaoe. 

Dr« Clarke, in the second Tolome of his TraTels 
(4to^ p. 229), speaking of cnstoms handed down to 
OS frvnn the ai^ents, says, ' The custom of blowing 
horns upon the first of May (Old Style) is derived 
from a festival in honour of Diana. These antient 
cnstoms of the cowitry did not escape the iM>tice of 
Erasmus, whai he was in England. He had observ- 
ed them both at Cambridge and in London ; and pat* 
ticnlaity mentions the blowing of horns, and the ce* 
remony of depositing a deer's head upon the altar of 
St. Paul's church, which was built upon the site of a 
temple of Diana, by Etbelbert, king of Kent, in the 
time of Melitus, first bishop of London, as appears 
from a manuscript in the Cottonian collection. 
^' Apud Anglos," says Erasmus, ' mos est Londini, 
ut certo die populus in summum templum Paulo sa- 
crum inducat longo hostili impositum caput ferae, 
cum inamaeno sonitu cornuum ybnatoriorum. 
Hac pompi proceditar ud summum altare, dicas 
omnes afllatos furore J>eU€e"* 

For an account of some antient ceremimies on 
May-day, see our last.volume, pp. 129-131. 

1. — SAINT PHILIP AND SAINT JAMES THE LESS. 

Philip was bom at Bethsaida, near the sea of Ti- 
berias, the city of Andrew and Peter. He was one 
of the first disciples, and an apostle. ' James the 
Less, called also James the Just, and, by the apostle 
Paul, James, the Lord's brother, was the son of Jo- 
seph, afterwards husband to the Virgin Mary, as is 
probable by bis first wife. The first of these martyrs 
was stoned to death, and the second, haying been 
thrown from a high place, was killed by a fuller's 
staff. 

3.— INVENTION OF THE CROSS. 

The Rdniish church' celebrates this day as a festi- 
val^ to commemorate the invmti^n or finding of a 
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AMCeatitraveUer i^ (be Boly liand, spcttikiBtr of 
CkU»my,it9ey% 'Here^we^ivere^owii the ^ace^liese 
Cbirist was usifted to Ihe cst^BSk, wti^e &e <3ros6 WiMi 
ete6k^ moA the b<de into vMckt <the •end of it w-as 
fised, and the tent in the ^ock ;«U4tf wiiioh are coiwied 
iviih marble, pevfevated in ihefpt^per |^aoes» «o tiiftt 
the adtient recipient of the <^0ss and tte rent in the 
raok tnajr he tteen and <teQobed. Close ins ^ profits is 
eieeted aa aneleyated pairt<ef thefloor^ a»da motion 
1»ody siretbfaed iiponit in an^attitude 0f snffettng. De- 
acending from MomM; Calvaryi, we entered into the 
ohapel of -St. Helena, and ^ent down 'hlto 4be low 
iocky vault in which the Cfoss was found: in Ais 
mntky den the disoo^ery of the cross is oelebsated b^ 
an fe4M^]K>priate <niass e^Feiy year en the 3d df May ; 
it is kurge ^nongh to cxmtoin aboat thivty or f^rty 
persons wedgped w close array, and> on that oocci;^ 
sioD, it is generally crowded to the door. This ffeear 
it happei^ that tte daiyon which the festi^ral was 
to be celebrated by the Romans^ interfered with 4h«t 
en whidk it was <to be celebrated by the Greeks, and 
we witnesised ail the tag of war, the biting 4nd4te 
scratching;, the pohimeling and the pelting, we brick- 
bats and clubs, the whimpering and the mewliqg; of 
ecstatic, palpitating monks, fighting for 'their dha- 
i;>el tike kites and crows for their nests. Ml are loiM 
ftat mis's. The Romans are routed : " The ileVfl 
tiids Ihe GreiJks, and they are schismaties,'' saM the 
pantitig siiperior, swooning itom a blow that'nSgh> 
liccre deft him in twain; " and yon Snglishmen, you 
live in otn- convent, and yxra see ns beat, badL tm£l 
side, and you don't assist trs.*' *** How can tou^x- 
•pfectitf rejoined a gallant Bfiton, *' when, if we fell 
in your cause, you would not allow us a Christian 
burial." *«'t£«tii^r said Jthe Roman, «nd called 
ibr^tbe sapottieoaQr to mb his badi with the balsam 
-of JenMNdttn^ that bad bett well basted wfiih the 
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blows^ of the cudgel, and undolated with tramps that 
rose like tubercles on the sides of a burning monn- 
tain. Coffee and Rosoglio consoled him for his de- 
feat, and he whined himself asleep on that night as 
he had done on other nights before. 

* The fathers of the Roman Catholic convent re- 
gularly go through the ceremony of the crucifixion 
every year, A statue intended to represent our Sa- 
viour is nailed to the cross ; the pilgrims are all called 
upon in succession to advance and kiss it. The 
cross is then erected, and the image is allowed to 
remain upon it for a given time ; it is then taken 
down from the cross, when the nails are withdrawn 
from the hands and feet, kissed, and carefully laid 
by, to be sold to the deluded votaries, and carried 
away to work miracles in a distant quarter of the 
globe. The bloody image is then wrapt in a linen 
cloth, and carried down to the stone of unction, where 
it is anointed, powdered, and spiced, and bound up 
and laid in ttie tomb, in which it remains till the 
morning of the third day. At each stage of the ce- 
remony the fathers sing a hymn, preach a sermon, 
or both, as may be deemed most suitable to the oc- 
casion.' — (Dr. Richardson's Travels, vol. ii, p. 325.) 

4. — ROGATION SUNDAY. 

This day take its name from the LatiQ term rogare, 
to ask; because, on the three subsequent'days, sup- 
plicatians were appointed by Mamertas, Bishop of 
Vienna, in the year 469, to be offered up with fast- 
ing to God, to avert some particular calamities that 
threatened his diocese. 

6. — JOHN EVANGELIST, A. P. L. 

John the Evangelist, so called from the Greek 
term EviyyeXoc, the messenger of glad tidings, was 
a Galilean by birth, the son of Zebedee and Salome, 
the younger brother of James, but not of him that 
was sumamed the Just, and who was the brother of 
OUT Lord. His brother James and he were surnamed 

L 
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by Jesus, the Sons of Thunder^ meaning the prmci* 
I^ ministers of the gospel, and. John was mose en- 
deared to himi than any of his disciples. He wcis 
condemned to be thrown into a eask of burning' oil. 
Ante Port. Lat., before the gate of Latina; hence 
the letters added to his name. He lived to the i^ign 
of Trajan, and died about ninety years of age. 

As a pleasing illustration of this day„ we shall 
quote a most beautiful passage in Eusejbius, which 
lelates the ecclesiastical tradition concerning the 
evemts of St. John's visit to Ephesus, after he had 
been set free from the confinement at Patmos, in con- 
sequence of the death of Domitian, and the toleratiboa 
extended by Nerva, on his succession to the throne* 
We believe there is no reason to doubt the accuracy 
of this tradition ; but if invention it be, surely it is 
one of the most touching and beautiful of inventions. 
The apostle, we are told, was one day engaged in a 
solemn ordination of ministers to serve in the church 
of Ephesus, when, looking round, his eye rested on, 
and was detained by the extraordinary loveliness and 
apparent innocence of the countenance of a certain 
youth who stood in the midst of the congregation. 
Turning to the bishop on whom he had just laid his 
hands, he exclaimed, ^ In the presence of the church, 
and in the sight of Christ, I commit this young man 
to your utmost diligence.' The presbyter received 
the charge, and, in obedience to it, admitted the 
youth into his own family, where he was baptized, 
instructed, and reared up to manhood with all man- 
ner of kind and christian superintendence. In pro- 
cess of time, however, he became acquainted with a 
set of dissolute youths, who make it their whole bu- 
siiiess to exercise upon him every instrument of 
temptation— and, at last, he falls. One degree of 
vicfoas indulgence succeeds to another ;. untile at 
length, as the ecclesiastioal historian has finally said, 
' be, like a spirited and unbridled charger, ^^op- 
ing from the right path, and champing his reins, is 
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hurried^ by the very nobility of Ms sokA, more ^ccj^ly 
into flue abyss/ The end of bis wicked cocnrse is, 
fhat lie retires to Mount Tauras, wiDi a number of 
tiie wild young men wbo had corrupted Mm, and, be- 
ing elected dieir captain on account of Ms saperior 
bravery, holds the wtoie region in terror by the boMt 
ness of his depredatidns. 

A few jrears having elapsed, the old apostle re- 
turns 4;o Ephesus, and, after transacting all public 
business of the church, turns suddenly round to flie 
bishop, saying, VNow, O bishop, restore to me the 
deposit which Christ and 1, in the sight of this peo- 
ple, committed to thy care/ "^le Mshop understands 
him not at first; but being asked in more explicit 
terms concerning the young man, rends his garments, 
and tells the story of bis perversion, as it had hap- 
pened. The uged apostle immediately inquired in 
what part of the mountain the young man lay with his 
band. Being provided with n, guide, he penetrates 
the 4effles of Taxnns till he approaches fiie region 
infested by them. His gidde then leaves him; but 
John advances, having determined to ^e Die cap- 
tain of the band. The old man is captured by some 
c(f the robbers, and is soon carried into the presence 
of iheir chief. We shall give the result in the words 
of Eusebius himself. 

' The leader, armed as he was, awaited Ms arrival ; 
and when he recognized John advancing towards 
him, overpowered with shame, he betook himself to 
flight. But the apostle, forgetful of his age, eagerly 
pursued him, exclaiming, " Wherefore do you fly 
from me ? oh, my son 1 from your &ther, aged and 
unarmed ? Pity me, oh, my child, and fear me not : 
you still possess a hope of salvation. I will make 
atonement for you to Christ. Willingly would I en- 
dure death on your behalf even as the Lord died for 
me. I will give my own Hfe as a veuDSom for you : 
stop, and believe: Christ hath sent me.*' The youth 
hearing these words, at first stood still; with Ms eyes 
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fixed upon the ground : next be threw off his arms> 
and, trembling, burst into a flood of tpats. He then 
met the old man advancing, and with bitter sighs 
and lamentations implored his pardon, being, as it 
were, baptized a second time in his tears, only con- 
cealing bis right hand. Then the apostle, pledging^ 
his faith, and swearing that he would obtain pardon 
for him from his Redeemer, having fallen on his 
knees and prayed, kissed the right hand of the youngs 
man as if it had been purified by repentance, and 
led him back to the church. Having besought God 
on his behalf with many prayers, and striving toge** 
ther by frequent fastings, and soothing his soul by 
many scriptural exhortations, the apostle, as they 
say, did not depart till he had restored him to the 
church, having afforded a signal example of sincere 
penitence, an Ulustrious instance of regeneratiDn, and 
,a trophy of a conspicuous resurrection/ 

Upon this tradition, Mr. Dale, of Bene't College, 
Cambridge, has founded his beautiful poem of Uie 
/ Outlaw of Taurus* Part of the energetic address 
of St. John, at the close of the poem, we quote as 
a specimen of the author's powerful genius. The 
outlaw has already sealed his repentance, and re- 
ceived, at the hands of the aposue, the most pre- 
. cious of its earthly rewards, in tiie shape of the 
heroine of the poem, by name Irene. St. John 



' Bnt what are earth's vaiD Seetisg < 
To tbat bright blest eternity 
Which waits — O ikvoared maid — for tliee ? 
The very thought my bosom warato, 
. As when in rocky PatoMM lone 
I commaned with the Holiest Om; 
And o'er my head dread tbonders broke. 
And thns the viewless seraph spoke :— 
*' Mortal ! from earth awake I arise! 
And view the secrets of the skies.*^ 
Hearken, my children— and behold 
The glories of the latter day i 
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mieB h^kvkn it»|Mrtib afaafl unfold, 

Awl •v^iaoA^kaet sMlpitti awiqr. 
It U the ETERJiia. Sirb's decve», 
That thus the final hour should be — 
Pomp — glory — grandear flhatl decay, 
Bat h» high "word endure for aye. 

One foot op eartl^ and one on tea, 

A mighty angel towers to heiaven ; 
before bis glance flie monntains #ee; 

BcRMttlh histiead the d^^tba ire riven- 
Wreathed radiant round bis brows divine 
The bright hues of the rainbow shine •, 
Bis aspect — like the broad red glare 

Of the tierce son's meridian ray, 
Bdoms forth intolerable day — 
Th^flory of the Lord is there. 
XiODd as the maddening lion's roar. 
Or as the wild surge beats the shore. 
He speaks— blue lightnings rend the sky, 
JInd beaven in tbander gives reply. 
iNf 'er be thoBe rounds, in mystery sealed, 
To human earoa earth revealed. 
And when that fearful sign wasgiven, 
•He raised his dread right hand to beaven, 

And thus the oath he «wore i-- 
** Ve Bpaoious skies, :diou rooted earth, 
3y Him who called yon into birth 

Your des.tined date is o'er; 
I awear by Him, whose sovereign sway 
The bright angelrc hosts obey, 
By Hrm who died^ and lives for aye, 

Tkmt lime sfaaUbeno more." 
E0tih tr^mbM at the sonnd, but, oh ! 
^hat shrieks of wailing and of woe. 
What frantic yells of wild despair, 
Tsmnltuons rend the troubled air; 
Id voift, the day of gtaoe is o'er, 
And love^nd pity ptead no more* 
Mark, where the rock-hewn cavern breaks, 
And to his dooita th' oppressor wakes ; 
Mark, v(4iere the fear^stnick despot now ^ 

■Dttbes «ie<diadem from fais^row ; 
Beneath his ^ot the ^m «arth rends ; 

The heavens are darkening o*er him ; 
The Juocs, the Sovereign Juooe, descends— 

And-vHio maty stand before him ?* 
' ■ ■ ' 1. 2 
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. 8.— ASCENSION DAY. 

From the earliest times, this day was set apart to 
commemorate our Saviour's ascension into heaven : 
all processions on this and the preceding rogation 
days were abolished at the Refonnation. Dr. Ri- 
chardson, whom we have before quoted, gives us an 
interesting description of the ' mount of Olives/ 
whence oar Saviour ascended into heaven. * From 
Gethsemane' (observes this intelligent traveller) ' we 
wound our way up the Mount of Olives, which is a 
beautiful round table-shaped hill, covered with ver- 
dure and crops of grain, with a sprinkling of oliye 
trees in different places. About half way up the hill 
is a ruined monastery, built on the place where our 
Saviour wept over Jerusalem. From this point the 
spectator enjoys, perhaps, the best view of the Holy 
City, and the three hills on which it stood are dis* 
stinctly seen. The Har4m Schereeff, and mosque of 
the Sakhara, appear to particular advantage; and it 
would be difficult to conceive any thing in the form 
of a building more light and beautiful. On reaching 
the summit of the hiU, the eye commands a delight- 
ful view of the surrounding country; extensive, how* 
ever, only towards the east, on which side it embraces 
part Of the Dead Sea and the river Jordan. There is 
a small village on the top of the mountain, and to- 
lerably good crops of barley growing all round it. 
It is not relatively high, and the summit is not above 
two miles distant from Jerusalem, and would more 
properly be called a hill than a mountain. This was 
the frequent resort of our Saviour and his disciples^ 
and every spot around is teeming with interest and 
scenes that eloquently speak to the heart; but that 
which imperiously calls away the mind from all the 
others, is on the highest point of die Mount of OUv€$, 
the place where our Saviour, blessing his disciples, 
was taken up into heaven. What a dreadful sepa* 
ration,— Christ and his disciples 1 No parting on eiulfa 
was ever like unto this. They who enjoyed bis vi« 
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^iUe presence^ and heard the heavenly instractidn 
that flowed from bis lips, could best describe their 
bereaTement; but they were stunned and speechless: 
and who shall attempt to take np the theme? It is 
Jike tte intermption of the divine intercourse in Pa» 
radise, the greatest privation that ever was sustained 
by man. Yet how unlike ! The separation in Para- 
dise left wrath and tribulation, and the curse of a 
broken law, and man ashamed to show his face under 
the weight of his offence, and the alarming convic- 
tioB that the same God would annihilate &q guiliy 
race who, by their sins, had occasioned the hiding 
of lus countenance; but the separation on the Mount 
of Olives left peace and blessing, and the promises 
of consolation — a restoration of the intercourse with 
God^since Christ had healed up the breach by which 
they were divided.^ The eyes of the Apostles gaze 
up into heaven ; the eye of the body is speedily qh* 
seured in a heavenly pursuit : but for the spirit of 
the Christian in this line of vision there is no vanish- 
intg point; it shoots along the tract with its ascending 
Saviour, enters in his presence the mansions of the 
blessed, and appears, for the first time since the fal)» 
in Hke presence of a reconciled God. Ihis was an 
ecstasy not soon to be recovered from; the spirit 
enjoyed it^ but tiie flesh was unconscious. The Apos- 
tles stood gazing up into heaven, till two of its mea- 
iSfSDgers, in white apparel, recalled their spirits to the 
seme . of 'their terrestrial operations. '^ Ye men af 
,GalUee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? Thi$ 
same Jesus which is taken up from you into heavet^, 
shall so come in like manner as ye hav^ seen him 
,go i$Uo heaven/* He shall not come as the avengio^^ 
Grod that planted flie flaming sword to keep the way 
of die tree of life in Paradise, but as a reconciled 
and a blessing' God ; for he was taken up into heaven 
in the act of bestowing his blessing, and in like manner^ 
.we are assured, he is to return. Such heavenly strains 
did not faD ineff^etaal; (he Apostles worshipped their 
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eh>d and SaTfoiir, «kid vetanied to JenmdMi with 
?rwit joy/ — (Travels, vol. li, p. 965.) • 

*11. 1882, — ABBfe S1GARD DIBD, JBT, SO, 

The philanthropic and oelebraJted director of fhe 
interesting institution of the Deaf and Dnmbat IPteris, 
iRnd the werttiy successor of the Abb6 de I'Eyde. It 
was upon (he model of his school that almost fifl 
similaT institutions were formed ; and 4ie eKercfcies 
of his pupils were objects of cariosity wilh all A>- 
mgnets on ttieir arrival hi Paris. At one of these 
tmblic exaflainatiovis, « p^il feeing asked to 4eftie 
vis idea of red, immediately answered that it fesem- 
Med the somid of a tnxmpet ; a cmieas eoincidcKice 
•witti the answer ^f blind Sanderson^ who^ lieittg m- 
tqnired to describe the sound of a trumpet^ cosapaied 
it to the eokrar red. At another public e^andnatidn 
Ae fellowing question was put to a pupil of Ae Abb^ 
•Sc^rd^ which would have puzzled any one to hare 
Msolved in five words, thou^ he bad had &e perfect 
•use 4yf his ears and his tongue, and yet it was answered 
vn&k ^great quickness by one that had neither : — * Wlntt 
is gtutitode V — * The memory of the hearts 

^13. 1822.— JAM £S BASIRE DI£0, iET.^, 

Bagraver to the Royal and Antiqaaxian Societies, 
&r whom he execntod some most splendid works, 
particularly the English Cathedrals, s^ter the draw- 
ings of Mr. John Carter, F.S.A. The natnenms 
fdates Olustrative of the hij^Iy valuable collection c€ 
Parliamentary Reports infifHenvolum^,'^c\L 
iiave been in course of publication fen- several years 

Stst, and are now completed, were engrav^ by 
r. Basire, In naming these perennial momunents 
trf the good taste and good sense of Ibe nation, it 
were an injustice to an honourable man, ahd an in- 
fbelHgentand enterprising printer; not to m^ttion their 
aploadid and accurate typography; f&x distant be 
&B time, however, when we shall have to register kis 
tone hi our mortuary calmdar! Serus tnctl^Arm 
r^oieati 
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18. — WHlT-SUNDAY.. 

On Whit-Sunday, or White-Sunday, the catechur 
mens, who were then baptized, as well as those who 
had been baptized before at Easter, appeared, in tl)e 
antient church, in wMte garments. The celebration 
of divine service in St. Peter's church at Rome, on 
Whit-Sunday, is described in T.T. for 1815, p, 166. 

19. — WHIT-MONDAY. 

l%isday and Whit- Tuesday are observed as festi- 
vals, for the same reason as Monday and Tuesday in 
. Easter. Their religious character, however, is almost 
obsolete, and they are now kept as holidays, in which 
the lower classesstill pursue their favourite diversions. 
For an account of the Eton Montem, see T. T. lor 
1815, p. 168. The Whitsun Ales and other customs 
formerly observed at this season, are noticed in T.T. 
forlS14,pp.U9-120. 

19.— SAINT DUNSTAN. 

Dunstan was promoted to the see of Worcester by 
King Edgar; he was kfterwards Bishop of London, 
and Archbishop of Canterbury. He died in 988, in 
the 64th year of his age, and in the 27th of his archie- 
piscopal dignity. His miracles are too commonly 
known to be repeated. 

21,23^24. — BMBER DAYS. — See jf. 43. 

25. — TRINITY SUNDAY. 

S^phen, Bishop of Liege, first drew up an office 
in commemoration of the Holy Trinity, about the 
year 920 ; but the festival was not formally admitted 
into the Romish church till the fourteenth century, 
under ihe pontificate of John XXII.— See T.T. for 
1820, p. 135; and ' The Scripture Doctrine of the 
Trinity bridly stated and defended/ by the Rev. T. H. 
Home, M.A., author of an ' Introduction to the Criti- 
cal Study and Knowledge of the Holy Scriptures ;' of 
which last work a third edition has lately been pub- 
lished, greatly improved and enlarged, in four tnick 
volumes octavo. 
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26. — AUGUSTIN, or AUSTIN. 

This English apostle, as he is termed, was com- 
missioned by Pope Gregory the Great to convert the 
Saxons. He was created Archbishop of Canterbury 
in 556, and died about the year 610. — See a fuller 
account of him in T.T. for 1815, p. 174. 

27.— VENERABLE BEDE. 

Bede was born at Yarrow in Northumberiand, in 
673. His grand work is the Ecclesiastical History 
of the Saxons. Bede has obtained the title of Vene- 
tabh, for his profonnd learning and nnaffected piety. 
Mr. Wordsworth, in his * Sonnets and Memorials,' 
nicently published, has paid an elegant tribate to the 
memory of Bede. Having described the 'priiaitive 
Saxon clergy,' their entire devotion to religious du- 
ties, and their secluded life, the poet thus beautifully 
continues his sonnettal chain ^ of linked sweetness 
long drawn out:' — 

M ethinks that to some vacant hermitage 
My feet wootd rather tiim — to some dry nook 
Scooped ont of living rock, and near a brook 
illirl^ down a monn tain-cove from stage to i£feagb. 
Yet tempering, for my sight, its bustling ntge 
In tlie soft heav'n of a translucent pool ; 
Thence creeping nnder forest arches t:oQ], 
Fit haunt of shapes whose glorious equipage 
Perchance would throng my dreams. A beechen bowl, 
'A maple dish, my fm*nitnre should be; 
Orisp, yellow lea<ves my bed ; the booting owl 
^y night-watch : nor should e'er the<cresited fowil 
From thorp or vill his matins sound fotr me, 
Tired of the world and all its industry. 

But what if one, throngh grove or flow'ry mead. 
Indulging thus at will the creeping feet 
Of a voluptuous indnlnnce, should meet 
Tlie hovYing shade of Venerable Bede; 
The saintf the scholar, from a cvrcle^ freed 
Of toil stiipendousy in a hallowed seat 
Of learning, where he heard the billows beat 
On a wild coast — rough monitors to feed 
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Perpetual iodnstry. Sublime recluse ! 

The recreant soul, that dares to shun the debt 

Imposed on human kind, must first forget 

Thy diligence, thy nnrelaziog use 

Of a long life.: and, in the hour of death. 

The last dear senrice of thy passing breath > ! 

29.— CORPUS CHRISTI, 

This festival, ' the body of Christ/ was appointed 
in honour of the Eucharist, and always falls on the 
Thursday after Trinity Sunday. It is called th^Feti 
Dieu, or Corpus Christi, and is one of the most re- 
markable festivals of the Romish church, beginning 
on Trinity Sunday, and ending on the Sunday fol- 
lowing.— See T.T. for 1818, p. 117. 

29.— KING CHARLES II RESTORED. 

On the 8th of May, 1660, Charles II was proclaimed 
in London and Westminster, and afterwards through- 
out his dominions, with great joy and universal accla- 
mations.— See T.T. for 1815, p. 176; for 1820, p. 137 ; 
and for 1821, pp. 108-110. 

•81.1821.— OLIVER CROMWELL DIED, ^T. 79, 

The last lineal descendant of the celebrated Pro- 
tector; being the great grandson of Henry Cromwell, 
Lord-deputy of Ireland, who was the fourth son of 
the Protector. He has left a daughter, Elizabeth 
OUveria, married to T. A. Russel, Esq. of Cheshunt, 
not long before his decease. Mr. C. published 
' Memoirs of the Protector, Oliver CromweH, and 
his Sons Richard and Henry,' illuslrated by Original 
Letters and other family Papers, with six portraits, 
in quarto; and since reprinted in two vols. 8vo. 
Another (collateral) descendant, Mr. Thomas Crom- 
well, has just published a second edition of his ' Oliver 
Cromwell and his Times/ which steers a middle course 
between the prejudiced representations of Hume, and 
the panegyric of Mr. Oliver Cromwell. Mr. Thomas G. 

^ He expired in the act of concluding a translation of St. John's 
Gospel. 
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coliibits very considerable research in his attempt to 
ucertain tibe Protector's real character ; and is rally 
entitled to the praise of candoar in his representations 
and fidelity in his statements. 

As a fair specimen of his book, we give the fol- 
lowing excellent summary of the character of Crom- 
well : — ' He was & corapoand of sach virtues aod 
▼ices, of qualities so various and so opposed, that a 
mind and powers exactly similar to his own were 
alone perhaps capable of literally developing his 
career. Religious to the last, in his private and do- 
mestic conduct, he accustomed himself to the prac- 
tice of a greater or less degree of dissimulation 
throughout his public life. Enthusiastic to a high 
degree in the cause he had espoused, he yet calcu- 
lated consequences one by one, as they occurred, 
with almost unfailing exactness. So simple were 
his language and manners, that he appeared incapa- 
ble of disguising a purpose that had arisen in his 
mind ; yet by penetration and address the most ex- 
quisite, did be at the same time so read the hearts, 
and so accommodate himself to the humours, of dll 
with whom he associated, as at once to make them 
his firm friends, and footstools to his future elevation 
over them. His existence became a perpetual harle- 
quinade : his expressions shifting from the spiritual 
to the coarsely jocular ; his conduct, from the pliant 
to the overbearing; from {he submissive to the most 
vehement contradictions and the boldest opposition. 
He could be gentle, almost to efieminacy ; or nide, 
almost to brutality : the protector of an insect, or a 
savage presiding at a human massacre! He was 
found to have faculties, tempers, tastes, nay even 
apparent habits, adapted to all seasons and occa- 
sions. Hence be could pursue an object by the 
inost concealed and devious tracks, or pounce upon 
it, like the eagle, by a 'single flight and stoop : he 
could charm away impediments from his path, or 
shiver them to fragments at a blow : he could enter 
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with an equal asest into the occapations of preaching, 
fighting, and reigning; was equally at home in tte 
prayer- meeting, the camp, and the palace: and, as 
hitherto he had brewed, and farmed, with all a trades- 
man's tact for the arts of business and acquiring 
wealfii, he now bestrode his war-horse with a grace 
entirdiy chivalric, and vaulted from the saddle but 
to sit me throne with an ease that made roy al.ty seem 
a portion of his nature. Meanwhile, in every change 
of time and circumstance, religion, be it once again 
peculiarly observed, far from contracting, enlarged 
hei hold upon his feelings, but gradually deserting 
his judgment, while her sphere of influence was la- 
mentabljr. abridged. In fact, the success that attend- 
ed allJiis undertakings taught his entbusiasHn so 
greatly to extend it in idea, that, finally, his every 
action appeared to him directed by an heavenly guid- 
ance, and his very crimes the offspring of a decreed 
necessity, or instruments to execute upon earth God's 
righteous vengeance !'— See T.T. for 1817, p. 257, 
for a character of Cromwell, by Mr. Noble. 



9i0ttonomtcal ^cturtencesf 

/n MAY 1823. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Gemini at 39 m. after 10 in the 
evening of this month. He also rises and sets, dur- 
ing the same period, as in the following 

table 
Of the SurCs Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

May Isty Sun rises 38 m. after 4. Sets 22 m. after 7 

6th, 29 4 31 7 

nth, 22 4 4 •; 38 7 

16th, 13 ^ 4 47 7 

2l8t, 7 4 as 7 

aeth, 1 4 69 7 

8l8t, ....; 52 .'. 3 8 8 
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E^imiiion ^ Time. 

-"•A gt)0a ^HftHdM aflbrdd a ready m^ans of regu- 
Iftftftg* as tibtk, fend, foi» tftw jmTposei thefoflSoWfaig' 
i&ttli^bQtd must lye snbtf acted tttsfm the ttme as gihrenc 
fey tMe dial, atid the remainders will be thte cotre- 
iftj^D^Hfkg times HIM sbotdd be shdrwn by the clodk. 

TABLE 

Cy ^A« Equation of Jims for every j|/ifJkl>ay. 

TOtortrfay, Bfay Istjfifotatlie-tiitaebythfedialiiifttrtoiyfS 1 

Sunday, .m^^.. llth> •«*b*......#»*b**....*...^^... .•«•«.•* 9 63 

Friday, ••••••••• l6thy ••«•;»••••>••••«-••••••>•••••*•<•••••«•• 3 v/ 

W^ndsclay, ... Slst, ....* • 8 48 

Monday ,*«*«•«•«• 86>&, •MW**«*«««k«M»k«.««^^b**«*f*%f«%**u* 3 So 

Satucdtfy, ..MMs 81st, •^...•»*».>#....rt..»M.«..«*.di.«ft»k.«* 9 Si^ 

liUNAll PhBNOMBTNA. 

Pixises qf the Ttfoofi/ 

Last aaaiter, 3d day, at 48 m.«fter 9 in the mofrningv 

• ifeii^Mbon, 10th - 13 . 4 in the afternoon. 

First Qnaiter, 174^ - 3^ . 7 in the morning. 

Full Moon, 24th . 7 . 9 in the evening. 

Moon's Fassctge over the Meridian.^ 
The transtts of the celestial bodies over the meri- 
dian of a place are asnon]^ tiie easiest of astronomi- 
cal observations, when the instrument is correctly 
fixed ; and, as e&ercises for the young observer, the 
foUowing times of the Moon's passing, the meiidiaii 
may be pointed out >- 

May fiid, at '26 in. pftst 5 iathellsotvSftg 
3dy ..• 12 ■••.•«-.<wiM 6 •••.... • 

4Ui, ••• OD ••.••••••• O ••••■•••••*«••«••«•• 

ocD, ««• o9 M* .««••.• 7 •«.!»»««•«•<,«■ •v»*««b* 

Dtu, «•• dSS ..«%•••••• "O •••'.«••••••••••••••• 

17th, ... 9^ .^. 6 in the evening 

lothy ••• 20 ••••••••••■ 7 ••.•••.••...••••bt** 

t9th, ... 8 8 4fkm» 

ioth, ... 52 8 ..: ^^. 

Sl&t, ... 38 9 i.^. 

HaSAi ... 24 r 10 ^^., 

23d, ... 112 II 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



m MAY. 18^. 



>*5 



Pka$08 of Tmiu$. 
Venns still continues to decrease in the bMadifa^^f 
her illuminated disk, but to increase in her apparent 
brightness^ in consequence pf^^r' approaching the 

TUF^^ i.f f Illuminated part;:? W-17046 digits 
May ^«*>iDark part .r... = 1-82954 

Eclipses of Jupiter' 9 Satellites. 
The proximity of Jupiter at this time to the Sni)« 
renders most of the eciijMies of bi$ satellites inyisi- 
bla; and. there vrill only oe one of the second satel- 
lite 4i&een this mojodth^ and noW pf tii^ first. This will 
take place at 27 m. 10 s. after 8 in the evening of the 
6th. 

TABLE 

Of the Transits and Meridional Altitudes of the 
planets. 
1st 7th 13th 10th 25th 





h. m. 


Mercury 


10 lift. 


Venus 


2 6tf/*. 


Mars 


11 27 mor. 


Jupiter 


2 lutft. 


Saturn 


\Zaft. 


6. Sidus 


4 20«M>r. 
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Other Phenomena. 
These wHl neither h^ nmn^irons nor much varied 
this month. In tliose that do happen^ t|ie Moon will 
be the chief ngetdL fitthmi, h o wcver ^isyjll be in qua- 
drature at 5 in the afternoon of the 44u ^^d Mercnry 
fROl .#Maiii hi9 ^OMtf^rf: ^^h^V^^im ^ ^I9ih. Th^ 
jf^oji firUL be w 0oii|uMti)99 f«^ ih^ jplsg»8t ^i2ixt^. 
IMt 4 m itbe 9&em90n ^ t\^ V^ki ^itfi V^nu^^^t 
5m. after 2 in the morning ^ ^ J^flfi ; fritl^ «.,ia 
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Scoipio, at 6 in file morning of the 35tb; and mib 
Georgian! Sidos^ at 88m. after 1 in the moming of 
theS8th. 

DESCRIPTION AND USE OF ASTRONOMICAL 
INSTRUMENTS. 

[Condnned from p. 101.] 

Thb Transit Instrument, 
These instruments were originally made so as only 
to be fixed in regular observatories; but many of a 
portable kind have now been constructed, which 
may be used in any place for ascertaining the rate of 
a clock or chronometer, and also for detenmning 
right ascension, when correctly placed in the meri- 




dian. One of the most convenient of this portable 
constraction is represented by the above figure, and 
is one of the numerous inventions of that excdlent 
arfist, Mr. TVoughton. 
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ite apextiiie 1^ inch, ^w4 ihe ^agmfjip;^ l^oinrer imoji 

0dj wfajiA is softcient for 'Qbaers^ipg the pdJe 3W io 
i)l0 daj4jiae* A Ihicl: Jixmss ung forms .the barSe ^ 
the j^^qment, imd Jbi^s 4Jiree atrojag and ^qxildistap]; 
Msews for foet. Tbe two- vertkaji &a,mes> fixat sup- 
port tte ^xisy are alfio fixed to this bjgi^e i>j screws,, 
m^ J^ft^t p^|iieodu>iilar by bracmg bars, wli^ich are 
att^cbe^ t^yiK^re^ws^to the baseaud .vjpright frames 
FfKW^tiy^jr. TSie base beiiij^ circular,, it is not ojtdy 
Am 'il^ its spjiii^^, birt jM^erves its £gaie ia oil de- 
f^v^fis ^ 'tes^n^iice, ^rhich is an essential qnallt^ 
in such instruments. As the iixne^ diameter of this 
rmg and tike I^gtb of the Aki» ^are eaoha foot, and 
Ijhe bmn^ ^ 4iie supports .about 13 inches, when the 
ficffiwi^ aice taken >oat, i)^ whole jptac^ up into a 
«pa|l bo^ <and is ^erf portable. Xhe graduated 
piiiQleittieie^ge of wfaieh is ^eenon th^ left) is six 
iaehe^ in 4iaiiaeter, aod^adanijts of reading to minutes, 
l>F M>^ 'Of itw^^^iFtP^it^ vecniers^ wJiich is sufficient 
for &mU% itiue mescidian altitude Xkf any celestial 
b^jT ^Qpe-daclwttian is known^iand the latitude of 
th^ ltlaoe<of ^bsQrv;ii^ti0Q giyen ; :or for Ending l^e la- 
titode/Ao tb^jiaarestwinute, from au ohserv.ed ^Ux- 
tjid#* It was aot, Jbojwe^^, the inventor's object to 
adapt it ]Mtf|icularly for taking altitudes, and he 
therefore lii»ited bimsetf ^to such^preperties -a^ were 
ro^pU^^ijbe for oonrtituiUQg a usefoj ana, portable tran- 
irit tnstimient. 

3Sb« ile¥^ balon^ng to this iiastrument ,is detached, 
M^isie^nal in length to the axis upon which it is 
to be placed whesn u^d, <and has notches in its eur 
piaoas for thMH^nrpose. By this meajns the level is 
ceYensed'Withaui^wconF^ion^; b^t it must here- 
vmrn^A «^hw the obserratioAS are .inadd> to -prevent 
lfa( tieiW di^pjia«c^d and broken by the elevation or 
fep^EeWQH ftf 'tbp t^le^copa- ,T^ere are ^l^o studs 

M 2 
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of brass with conical holes in them for receiving the 
points of the screws, which serve as feet to the in<» 
stniment: these are made fast in the stone or marble 
slab upon which the whole apparatus nsaally rests. 
Besides these, there are also darkened glasses, Ian* 
tern, and other minor appendages, which are reqai* 
site for completing the u^e of the instraroent nnder 
all circumstances. . Several other portable instra* 
ments of this kind have also been made by other 
artists ; among these, one witti cast iron frames, by 
Mr. Jones, of Charing Cross, may be mentioned ; 
which, having 80 and 42 inch telescopes, has greats 
power than £e one above described, and is cheaper 
m proportion to its size. 

The adjustment of the various parts of this instru- 
ment require some explanation : — ^It is the business 
of the instrument-maker to adjust the level, but this 
may be easily tried by placing it on the axis of the 
telescope, and then, if the bubble rise to- one end, 
that must be lowered either by turning the proper 
screw, if there be one, or by delepening Uie notch, till 
the bubble is brought to the middle ; then, if the level 
be reversed, and the bubble still remain in the mid- 
dle, the adjustment is complete, or the level is paral- 
lel to the axis of the telescope ; if not, the same 
means must be repeated for bringing it to that posi- 
tion. It is to be remarked, however, that in the de- 
tached level, when the notches which rest upon the 
pivots of the telescope are properly made, they will 
seldom require a second rectification. The Tery 
same operation will also serve for bringing the axis 
of the telescope into its proper horizontal position ; 
for when the level is placed upon the pivots, and the 
bubble brought to the middle by turning the i^roper 
screw, if it still remain in (hat position when the 
ends of the level are reversed, flie axis will be hori- 
zo^ital. When the previous adjustment of the level 
can be depended upon, it will be sufficient to bring 
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file bubble to the middle wiAout revenring the level, 
fm ffien the axis upon which it reats will evidently be 
horizontal. 

The tele£fcope itself likewise reqaires some atten* 
tion in its adjustment, or in making the foci of the 
e3re and object-glasses coincide, and then bringing 
the wires to this common point. Some telescopes 
have the object-glass fixed, while the eye*glass and 
wires are moveable ; and otihers have the wires fixed, 
and flie two glasses moveable ; a different mode of 
adjustment is consequently requisite for each. In 
Hie first case, the eye-piece must be slided in or out 
tiU the object appears perfectly distinct. Then the 
wires being also moved backwards or forwards tiH 
tbey idso appear distinct, the telescope will be fit for 
nde. The mode of adjustment in the second case, is 
by moving the eye-glass till the wires acquire their 
p^atest clearness, and then changing the position of 
&e object-glass till the object also assumes its max- 
imum brightness, when d^e telescope will be per- 
fectly adjusted. This adjustment is of great im- 
portance in making accurate observations, and the 
following is an easy method of trying its correct- 
ness. Bring the horizontal wire to bisect a star very 
cosnreetly as it passes the meridian, and it will then 
appear to run along the wire. If the eye be moved 
a little upwards or downwards while the star is pass* 
ing &e fitold of view, and it does not appear to quit 
tine wire, the reticule is correctly placed ; if it does 
leave the horizontal wire, the proper screw must be 
timiied till it does not 

Aneiher important adjustment is, that of bringfaig 
the instrum^it into the plane of the meridian. . To 
accomplish this, take several altitudes of the Son 
near ine meridian, noting the respective times by a 
watch or clock ; and from fliese find the apparrat 
time, the latitude of &e place and the Sun's decli^ 
ni^^tt hfing known. The difference b^ween this 
time and the mean of those given by the clock or 
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yf9^h will be wliat Om ni^atch is top i^^w (^ toe fieist^ 
lA f^^eace to apparent time. Wbea the waibdi is 
too fast, add the difference to 12 hours;. biU; \i^b 
it is too slow, subtract it from t2 iiours^ aad the sum 
or remaiDder will be the time when the Son's <xnUe 
will pass the ^meridian, as nearly as the exactness ^ 
the watch can b^ depended "upon. Dhen the ^oors 
Mi&idiai9eter (taken iconx the Nautical Aiv^AfrnG £of 
the giFen 4ay) s^dei to« aad subtracted &wi, 4fcMK 
tiou^, will giv^ (lie twp moments when 1m 4wstera 
Md w^ateni Aimbs "wijrl .be pQ <ibe mecidiaQ. A ;i^hMt 
tiia9ie before the 3i«i's fv«4$»t^iiai limb wMl Jteaob '^e 
io^ri^aii, M a person oomai tbe sae^oids, <wd 4HAnie 
tbe asiinfrtes aloud^ by the ciook as ihey pMs; 4ad 
mkiii^ Im Is doJAg tlus, bring t^ Sun witt^ the #«M 
i^C^iewiof U»e instrumeot, by eleval^ it ;to the iso^ 
igliified aHitude^ and turnii^g the whole ms^eomeiat 
f0wA o» <4he pBoper screw> ^uatU tbe middle wire is 
xv^st of &e Sun's western Umb^ As iQie Usi,eK9f» 
uKYierte ^h^ im§^Q, i^ wiU then n^ess^rily WPMr 4a 
bo im -Ihp i^^rii «ii^ iof the easteq^ Umh^ TM 
Miepw tbe# beJAg tighte»e4« when the pirn's m^mmt 
liwk wriTfP at ^ wire, ke€ip it ^»a it by itttr»|uig tttw^ 
jAitrcmcinl: cut (iie.«p^e rate a^ 4be $iin »i9vea,4W 
bo wfbo oon^ts ^ peoonds armies nt flie i^istmA 
«iiiaii^b»d U«^^ t1i0 Sua abo|»Id p^m Hdba iNiefiiiia«i\; 
aod^bp wi^ibiment will then b^ ne0.rlgr m its puopor 
posifi^n. The counting Qf ihe seconds abou^ still 
ptooeed tiil £he i«K>iii6i4 wjbei^ aaoarding tq Kbe caU 
eolaiiaiiy 4be i^sMevn li«^ sbcruld he isnf^k Um mm^ 
dian, which affords another opft^tontty fc( tbwmtr 
jn^rftdecpoaitiou of the ^n^ument* if it^dqes AOit^x- 
»Ctly.©^im4^ with {the eentr^ wiue ftt <ftertiiua oal^ 
cri^ated, 

paving tbn^ b«o^ght tbe wstrun^ent i^i^r into^ ^n* 
!r«ry n€«r,^*)e meridlau, itsn-eal situation: magr b^-ro^ 
rlj^ by 9i^^a1 methods. One ^f Ibe most fcgwm^ 
Bimit, if 41^ la¥i^9d0 be ^fficiomt;, is ^ means ^ 
wcxmpoleir o^^ When tfie latitude i^onods S6 
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or 90 degrees, there are several stars which are suf- 
ficiently bright and never set, and which may conse* 
quently be observed when on the meridian both 
above and below the pole. The transit in both these 
positions being correctly observed, it is obvious 
that> if the time between the upper and lower transit 
be eiLactly eqaal to that between the lower and up- 
per, the instrument will be exactly in the meridian ; 
but if the former of these periods be greater than 
the latter, the telescope points to the east of the tene 
meridian; but if the latter be the greater interval', it 
is west of it, and must be adjusted accordingly ; for 
which a repetition of the observation may be ncces* 
sarv. 

When its meridional position is thus correctly as- 
certained, place a mark as distant from the telescope 
as circumstances will permit, and adjust it, by this 
mark, previously to every observation. 

Cjbe Jtatutalufrs! Btar^ 

For MAY 1823. 
What tbongfa the dome be wanting, whose proud walls 
A thousand lamps irradiate, propt soblime 
By frolic forms of yooths in massy gold, / 

Flinging their splendours o'er the midnight feast ? 
Though gold and silver blaze not o'er the board, 
Nor music echo round the gaudy roof? 
Yet listless laid the velvet grass along 
Near giiduig streams, by shadowy trees o'erardied, 
Sach pomps we need not; such still less when Spriro 
I/eads forth her laughing train, and the warm year 
Paints the green meads with roseate flowers profuse. 

Lucretius, by Good, l. ii, t. 14. 

How delightful is the opening of May, bringing 
with it the most delicious sensations, overflowing 
with sweets, and infusing through all nature a fresh- 
ness and vitality perceived at no other period of the 
year ! Summer may possess attractions of a more 
flaunting character, and Autumn may proffer its ma- 
tured fruits and wealthy harvests ; but to those who 
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hM« :ii koes p<9rcepti<m af natural beauty^ oxul i^ sjiod- 
p^tky v^iib t^ vivi<jl iippressipiis which Spring pro- 
dtice^ on. the mind^ what can be more grateftd tb^n 
^k^xeomsA&i appearance of nature^ and the elasticity 
9mi 03Ml9XdMon of feeling experienced at the be^A* 
niag of this 9u>ath of fruition, pregnant as it is witti 
Ug^t^ plmayre, and loTeliness? The dlouds, ao 
IjMipsr btudk, and harried across the face of heaveiix 
hf dtoyrms, are like fleeces of sapwy whiteness eiia« 
Bfedied upon the eternal azure, setting off and not 
sallying the parity of its serene hufe. The soLft 
toee^^s^ 

ZefHsyx with AnjDom pUyuigy 
bear ' buxon health' and joyousness on their wiiigs. 
The birds sing their sweetest notes. 

The insect youth are on the wing^ 
£ager to taste the honied ipri^g. 
And float amid the liqmd noon* 

The early flowers, 'the yeljow cowslip and the 

Sale primrose,' decorate the surface of the earth, 
'he verdure, rich in colour, refreshed by frequent 
showers, and not yiet imbrowned by the summer sun^ 
may be contemplated in all its variety of tinge. 
Creation seems to have arisen from the dead ; all is 
being — instinct with life and motion. Love also 
awakes at this genial season, as Cunningham pleas-^ 
ingly sings : 

From the west as it wantonly blows, 

Fond Zephyr caresses the vinej 
The bee steals a kiss from the rose, 

And willows and woodbines entwine : 
The pinks by the rivulet side, 

That l^order the veraal alcove, 
neBd downward to kiss the fi«ft tide ; 

For Mat is the mother of how. 

May tmges the foatterfly's wing. 

He dtttters in bndai an-ay ; 
And if idue winged tfWe^ters siflfg, 

T^ ^usic is twjfiii. them by SIav. 
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Hie it0ck*^v<ey reclttse wifh Imt iiMitty 
Coaeeals her fond bliw io the grove^ 

And^ mmtniiring, aeens to repeat,— 
* That May is the mother of Love.' 

To all conversant with the writings of the poets, 
striking descriptions of the seasons must be fasiUiar. 
No piece by the hand of Goido or the CaraceieiL*' 
ceeds. the following group of allegorical pecsoMges^ 
as 4rawB by that master poet Lucretius : 

Spring comes and Vbnus, and with foot advaaccil, 

Then light-winged Zbpbyr, harbinger beloved; 

Itf atemal Flora, strewing ere she treads, 

0*er ev'ry footstep, flowers of choicest hae, 

And the glad ether loading with perfomes: 

Then HBATsueeeedi, the paired ErmiAir hreeie. 

And dust-discotonred Ceres ; AuruMir then 

Follows, and tipsy Bacchvs, arm in arm. 

And Storms andTBMPiisTs ; EcRvs roars amain. 

And the red SouTS brews thunders ; till, at length, 

Cold shots the scene, and WttrriR's train prevails. 

Snows, hoary Slebt, and Frost, with chattering teeth. 

MA80N GOOD. 

Milton makes the most heavenly dime to consist 
of an ^ eternal spring :' — 

The bntlsth^frqaire apply; airs, y^mal ahrs. 
Breathing die smell of field and grove, attune * 

The trembOttg leaves, while nniversal Pan, 
Knit with the graces and the hours in dancOi 
Led on the eternal spring. 

Virgil^ in his second Georgic^ places the cosmogony 
in ^ spring : — 

Sfich were tb^ iaj^ tb« season was the sMe, 
When first arose tbb world's alUbeanteovni frame; 
The 6\y was cloddless, balmy was tjhe air. 
And splines mHd inflaence made all nature fidr. 

Warton, Gio, L. ii, v. 40^. 

And agaui^ the Stantnan haxd, in his irst Georgic, 
oxqoisilely describes the season of spring: tins We 
shall giw in ttie hemfSM version of Mr. Sothbb Y :— 

Birds em tbeir branches hymeaeals sisg, 
Theipastaffed meads with bridal echoes ring; 
Bathed in soft dew, and fanned by western wuids, 
Each field its bosom to the gale unbmdf ; 
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The blade dares boldly rise, new snns beneath, 
The tender vine pnt» forth her fleule wreath, 
And, freed from soathem blast and northern shower. 
Spreads withont fear, each blossom, leaf, and flower. 

Georg. I, L. ii. T. SiS9. 

Honest Chancer^ between four and five hundred 
years ago^ speaks of the spring: as we speak of it no'w, 
for the revolntions of time effect no change in* natu- 
ral sensations. Hear his beantifnl lines in the ^ Ro- 
mannt of the Rose :' — 

That it was Mat thus dreamid me, 
In time of loye and Jolit^, 
That al thing ginneth waxen gay, . 
For there is neither bnske nor hay 
In May that it n'ill shroudid bene, 
And that it with newe levis wrene ; 
These woddis eke recoveren grene 
That drie in winter ben to sene. 
And the erth waxith proude withal 
. For sote dewis that on it fall. 
And the povir estate forget te 
In whiche that winter had it sette. 
And then becomeUi the grounde so pronde 
That it wol have a newe shronde. 
And make so qneint his robe and fayre, ^ 

, That it had news an hundred payre ( 

Of grape and fiouris Inde and Pers, 
And many newis fall divers, . . — 

That is the robe I mene iwis 
Through whiche the ground to praisin is. 

But it would be an interminable task to quote the 
beautiful apostrophes which have been addressed to 
this regal division of the year ; we will only give 
another extract from a Turkish address to the sea- 
son: — 

' Thou hearest the tale of the nightingale, '< that the vernal season 
approaches. " The spring has spread a bower of joy in every grove, 
where the almond-tree sheds its silver blossoms. Becheerfal; be 
full of mirth ; for the spring passes soon away, it will not last. 

/The groves and hills are adorned with all sorts of flowers: a pa- 
vilion of roses, as the seat of pleasure, is raised in the garden. Who 
knows which of us will be alive when the fair season ends ? Be cheer- 
ful, &c. 
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« Tbe edge of the bowcrit fiH«d 'wilii the ligiit ef Aimed; 
Uie plants tbe fortunate tulip represeiits ^is cempamonft. ComVp 
people of T^ohammed ! this is the season of merriment. Be cheerral, 
&c' 

Such is the deseiiption of May by tbe poets, 
and such its chamoter really is, in ^ greater or 
less degree, to all who ei^oy youth aod health'. 
In some temperameuts, however, the impression 
produced by the season is overpowering from ex- 
cess of excitation, and a feeUng of sadness is ge- 
nerated amidst gaiety and hope. Burke observes, 
that the passion of love has in it more of melan- 
choly than of jollity or mirth; and it is the same 
with impressions made by natural object^, where 
these impressions are more than commonly deep. 
Thej always tend, during the highest enjoyment of 
them, to a pleasing melancholy. The scent of a 
flower, where the perception of its odour is more 
exquisite than usual, will do this ; and the view of 
an unclouded evening sky, or a rich setting san, is 
uniformly productive of sadness to persons of great 
sensibility, and even in a limited degree to others. 
We are seldom aware of the cause of this ; ^but it 
will often take its departure from the mind> leaving 
a fec^g of mingled admiration and devotion be- 

» We take this opportunity of recurring to our old friend Robert 
Bloomfield, whose Farmer^s Boy will not fail to give delight so long 
as the beauties of external nature continue to have any effect on the 
human mind. Perpetual iU-health and concomitant anxieties have 
prevented him, of late years, from devoting much time to poetry : 
his < May Day with the Muses,^ however, affords sufficient proof that 
he «till takes an occauonal draoght from the fountain of Helicon. , 
Speaking of his lately published poems, he says, ' I have written 
these tales in anxiety and in a wretched state of health ; and if 
these formidab'le foes have not incapacitated me, but left me free to 
meet the public eye with any degree of credit, that degree of 
credit I am sure I shall gain..' These sufferings, however, have not 
incapacitated the poet for pleasing those who are disposed to be 
pleased with neUdJUwers wtd May-hlassom, and such sinple things as 
go to fotm a May-day wreath ; and he must be a ruthless and a 
heartless critic who would by rough handling doom them to fade 
a moment before their time. 

N 
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hind*. This perhaps arises from ah unconscious regre^^ 
that all we are looking at is but for a short time ; tha.^ 
the majesty of this ' breathing world' will not be mncb 
longer for us; and we feel forcibly^ though hardly 
conscious of it^ the instability of our being. Who that: 
is arriyed at manhood can forget his youthful feelings 
in May ? — ^who can forget 

The spot where spring its earliest visit paid? 

Such reminiscences are the food of after-life, and 
enlighten with a solitary ray of sunshine even the 
gloom of the grave into which age is tottering. But 
the majority of mankind have fibres too coarse 
to vibrate to such impressions, and May is their 
month of boisterous rapture and unreflecting joy. 
Even care corrodes the heart less during the teign 
of tills queen of months, for it is then that the tide of 
being flows to its full height. And why should it not 
be so? — 

Hard his hertc tliat loveth nooght 

In Mey, when al this mirth is wrought \ 

The latest species of the summer birds of passage 
arrive about the beginning of May. Among these 
are the goatsucker, or fern-owl (caprimulgus Euro- 
pums)^ the spotted fly-catcher {muscicapagrisola), 
and the sedge-bird (moiacilla salicariaj. In this and 
the following month, the dotterel is in season. Some 
birds that are in general strangers to England, occa- 
sionally visit its shores and groves. • The most re- 
markable among these are the little peterel, the 

> This particular kind of feeling may be understood by the follow- 
ing passage : — ' Comblen de fois, de ma fen^re expos^e au Nord, j'ai 
contempl6 avec Amotion les vastes deserts du ciel, sa voiite superbe, 
azuT^e, magnifiquement dessiude, depuis le levant bleufttre, loin der> 
ri^re le Pont-au-Change, jusqu'au couchant,dor€e d'une brillante cou- 
leur aurore derri^re les arbres du cours et les maisons de Chaillot ! Je 
itemanquoispasd'employer ainsi quelques momenslilafind'unbeau 
jour^et souvent des larmes deuces couloient silencieusement de mes 
yeux ravis, tandis que mon coeur, goufl6 d*un sentiment inekprimable, 
heureux d*6tre et reconnoissant d'exister, ofiroit ill' Etre supreme nn 
hommage pur et digne de lui.' — Vieprivee de MaA, Roland, 

* See New Monthly Magazine, vol iv, p. 428, N.S. 
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hoiyf>oe, the gre^n woodpecker, and the goldef^crawned 
wren. — See our last volume, p. 155. 

Out Gloucestershire correspondent remarks, that 
nearly the whole race of our migrating birds have 
been remarkably scarce this year (1822), and a very 
indifferent observer must have noted the small numr 
ber of hirnndines that have been seen sporting 
about our pools and villages ; and most of the other 
summer visitors have been equally rare, but have not 
been so manifest to general observation as these 
more &tmiliar birds. The wry-neck Cjynx torquillaj 
has been scarcely heard in the spring, and our ant- 
hills, where they commonly feed in July and August, 
exhibit hardly any symptoms of their depredations. 
The fly-catcher {muscicapa grisolaj has appeared only 
here and there ; and that amusing perseverance in 
capturing their prey, which in most summers is ex- 
hibited in our gardens and courts, has this year 
been confined to the lonely ruin, or a few favourite 
sites: aj^id even the strong-winged swift (h. apusj 
collected for his dashing flight around our church 
towers but a poor assemblage of companions. The 
only wandering bird we have observed, that has vi- 
sited us this year in his usual number, is the ash- 
coloured butcher bird (lanius excubitor.) It is pro- 
bable that the migrating birds in their passage to us 
encountered some adverse gales, and, exhausted by 
a long and weary flight, were unable to contend witli 
them, and perished in the ocean. But notwithstand- 
ing the diminished number of these little creatures, 
the rapacity of them has been almost unequalled. 
Motadlla atricapilla, m. sylva, m. hippolais, and m. 
hortensis, have been most bold and voracious plun- 
derers of our gardens, as, from the dryness of the 
season, it is probable they found but little food be- 
yond the precincts of our inclosures. From the mild- 
ness of our winter in 1821-2, and the forwardness of 
the spring, birds began to breed unusually early, and 
the whole business of nidification and the employ- 
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ment of netaidng: theic yarmg ymx9L fiokbed. nediljic % 
monfh earlier thajt in Qommoii yeaca ; and' at the end 
of July and Augitst, ibfit seasoa partook tiifi cbamcter, 
and birds the plumage o£ September. 

We bave recorded^ a competibtioB beti^een the 
nightingale and a lutanist in our last voL p. llSrli^.; 
we have now to mention a trial of skill betweoa Phir 
lomel and a Cuckoo^ which lasted the whole of the 
vight, and until, four o'clodtin. the morning, whm. ttie 
nightingale gave up the contest. We mention tbis 
on the authority of ' an adorer of singing biids and 
-spring/ whose commimication on the subject will be 
found in the Examiner, May 6> 1822^ accomp^mied 
by the following pretty lines :-— 

On hmrii^ a Duet at MidnigH between the Cuckoo and the Nightin^oile 
to celebrate the Retwm ^f Spring, May t, 1822. 

'Twa» May-day night, — the clock strack 'leven, 

' Bat who could go to rest? 
The silver Moon waa bright In heaven^ 

And music charmedi the breast; ^ 

Masic that's oft in SpriDg-time heard. 

To Natare^s children dear, 
When Natnro's favourite miostreUbird 

TiiUs wildly in the ear. 

The Cqpkoo on a neighbouring tree 

Felt jealous of her pow'rs ; 
^ And since- yon siog^so well/ said Imt 

* For once I'U try late hours,* 

Then cuckoo, cackoo, cuckoo sang. 

With voice pf hnmaa gladness *, 
All round the dewy meadows rangf 

That not to hear — were madness. 

The Bird of Spring perhaps wa3 proud 

To join the Bird of Summer i 
Just then,— good Heav'n !— how sweet, how loud. 

The silvery notes leapt from her I 

And all her trills were exquisite,— 

So deep, so soft, so pearly, — - 
She must have drank th« beami ofW^t, 

Ta^ make hex sing fio ckar^. 
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The nlUige slepr, the world was ttiU, 

The graas with dew-drops gUstened ; 
Bat there were other hearts to thrill,*- 

The hearts of those that listened. 

Among th^m was the * Child of Song/ 

Who May-day's beauties nnmberedf 
By all, these feathered poets long 

Will make May-night remembered. 

Birds are now bailding their nests^ or laying their 

eggs^ and their whol6 deportment seems altered. 

latUe mindful of themselves at other times^ they 

now appear as anxious parents, or wary architects ; 

watching an intruder near their haunts with suspi- 

€ion> the operation of building is suspended, and 

even the food for their young ones withheld ; or they 

steal to their nest^ through obscure passages, or by 

threading or winding a way amidst the neighbouring 

bushes. The markings or colouriug of eggs are 

oflen very variable even in the same species and 

nest; those with one colour, most generally retain it 

with only shades of distinction ; but when there are 

blotchings or spots, they vary so much, even in the 

same nest, that no permanent chliracter can be 

given of them : those of the house-sparrow vary as 

much from each other, as any bird we possess. The 

^gg^ of marine birds are particularly liable to these 

variations ; those of the guillemot (colymbus troile) 

are very remarkably unlULe each other. That these 

speckings and colourings are to answer some design, 

we must conclude, because Ihey always preserve 

something like a distinction through ages ; and though 

their marks do not form a permanent character, yet 

. the shadings of one species never wander to confound 

another. The plumage varies but little, and probably 

is the same at this hour as it originally was. The egg 

of the cuckoo is perhaps the smallest laid by any bird 

of its size, not being larger than that of a lark ; and 

thus the little bird in whose nest it is deposited 

has no suspicion of the intrusion, but hatches it in 

conjunction with her own. 
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The insect tribe <XHitiiiiie to add to their numbers ; 
among these may be named seyersd kinds of moths 
and butterflies (papilio atalanta, cardamhies, €Bgeria, 
lathonia, i^cj 

A few butterflies that have passed ^ inclement 
season in the chrysaJis stated are seen oo the wing, 
early in May ; doon after which the finale lays her 
eggB singly on the leaves of nettlesv^-^Opo^olt T^T. 
for 1821, p. 153. 

Other insects now observed, va fi^ encke^te 
fgrylbis campestris), the chaffer or may-bup; f^cwa^ 
WBus mel&lonthaj, 9cad the forest-fly (Jfc^3»podb#ca 
equina), which so much annoys hordes aod cattle. 
The female wasp (vespe vulgaris) appears at tk^ 
latter end of the month. NotUng cm 9^knA ^eater 
amusement than tp watch (be members <tf tbia iiidw^ 
trious community in their daily jowmies iromflow^ 
to flower.-^See T.T. f(^r 1821, pp. 10S, 156, for % 
poetical catalogue of the flowers and plants fr^m- 
which bees extract their honey, with iUaatrative 
notes. 

This is the season of bemty in the fardiea; evfiry 
thing in nature ia young and fresh, what iGrTay caUs 
' Nature's tenderest, freshest, gre^^" The btowiof of 
the Ulacs and labtirnums may be ^aid to he th^ gk>rf 
of the garden and the shrubbery;, deHghti|lg boA we 
sight and the «meU. 

Soft tints of sweet May'inoni,— when day^s bright gotf 
XookssmUlBf fromliehiiMl deliciooft mists ; 
Tbfovipg his sl^Dt «Aysen:th^ ^UsteQiog frws. 
Where 'gainst the rich deep green the eawsUp b^i^ 
His elegant bells of purest gold :— the pale 
Sweet perfumed primro8e lifls its iace to heayei^ 
U^e the full, artieM gaze of infancy : — 
The Utile jray-crowped daisy peeps bcaieath^ 
When the tall neighbour grass, heavy vith dew,. 
Bows dowp its head beneath the freshening breege^ 
Where oft in k>ng dark luaes the waving trees 
'Tlm>w their soft shadows on the sunny fields ; 
VChere^in .the! mjoiifrtbseathhig hedgey the thorft 
And pearly white May-Uos<Qiii|,4lU,o^lw^«t9^ 
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Bang oot the virgia flag of Spring, entwined 
With dripping htmey9uekle$, whose sweet breath 
Sinks to tlie heart — recatling, with a sigliy 
l>ini recollected feeRngs of tlie days 
Of yonth 9114 early love. 

AtkenUm^B LaH Days t^ Herculaneum, 

About the commenceHhent of the monib, the flow-> 
ers of (be lily of the valley {convallaria^maialis) and 
the flowers of the cbesnnttree (fagus castanea) begin 
to open; the tulip tree {liriodendron iulipfera) haa 
its leaves quite out^ and the flowers of the Scotch fir, 
ifKd bf^MysucUe^ ti^^ beecb> and the oak, are in full 

|U» liuae €ak by some fair streamlef s side 
- IKV^inis ita ^rbad firWf »ivl spreads its leafy pride ; 
'foyf*rs from tUe eartli| an^^ rearing fa t|ie ^ies 
Its eonscions strength, the tempers wratb defies : 
■Its ample braaches shield the fowls of air, 
To its cool shades the panting herds repnr. 
JIThe treach'roQS current works its neiseless way^-^ 
The fibres loosen^ and ita roots flecay ; 
Prostrate the beanteons ruin liea,*- and aU 
That shared its shelter, perish inlta fiiU. 

Tk^ wkUfitbom, qr hai^iihom (cr(ficeffug. oxjfean" 
4lui), emphatically c^Ue^ Ma^, is je^SP^cted ^ be tei 
|k>wer Qfx the ^Lst of tl^s month, but it as only so in 
very forward seasons. TJbetre are^djffeieiit ]dA4s^f 
it^ the white and the pink, growing in small bunet^es 
aU 9iojxg the slen4^r twigs^ or rads>; of Hat tree or 
busb^ which fonn, with the brigbtrgseen and ia^ed 
leaves, some of ^e jnpat beaiitifiil wxeati?^ tuait tbe 
cotinti7 oan b.o.2^» 

The Hawtborw. . ' 
On swnmer^ breas^ the hawthorn shioea 

In,aH the Iflj^ Ubom, 
Mid slopes where th' evening idoek veelioea^ 
. Where gWws the ipolden V<l9fiVt 
W^ien^Fellow 9ati)iott decks ttieiphuo^ 

Tlie hawtt^>m's boughs are«gi^i^ 
Amid the ripiening fields of ^r^iii . 
in^OMraidbr^tQessaeeii^^ ' 
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A Dight of frost, a day of wind^ 

Have stript the forest bare : 
The hawthorn too tliat blast shall find^ 

Nor shall that spoiling spare. 
Hot red With fmit, that hawthorn bough, 

Tho* leafless, yet will shine ; 
The bhickbird far its hues shall know, 

A» lapwing knows the vine. 
Be thus .thy youth as lilies gigr, 

Thy manhood vigorous green ; 
And thus let fruit bedeck thy spray 

Mid age's leafless scene. 

The mulberry-tree {morus nigra) puts .forth its 
leaves. As this tree is in leaf in England generally- 
after the silk-worm is hatched^ the difficulty of ob- 
taining it as food for this animal in the spring is 
evident. — See some novel information on this sub- 
ject under the article Silk Worm, in Mr. Jennings's 
Family Cycloptedia. 

The garden now affords rhubarb, green apricots, 
and green gooseberries, for making pies and tarts* 

The orchis {orchis mascula) will now be found in 
moist pastures, distinguished by its broad black 
spotted leaves, and spike of large purple flowers ; 
it frequently grows in patches of several yards 
square. Its roots afford the highly nutritious sub- 
stance, the salep of the shops. The walnut {jaghms 
regia) has its flowers in full bloom. 

The banks of rills and shaded hedges are orna- 
mented with the pretty tribe of speedwells, particn- 
larly the germander speedwell (veronica chamoedrys), 
the field mouse-ear (myosotis arvensis), the dove's - 
foot crane's-bill (geranium molle), and the red cam- 
pion (lychnis dioica) : the first two of a^ure blue, and 
the last two of rose colour, intermixing their flowers 
with attractive variety. 

The lilac (syringa vulgaris)^ the barberry (berberis 
vulgaris), and the map]e (acer, canipestre), ^re now in 
flower. At the latter end of the month, rye (secdle 
hybemum) is in ear ; the mountain ^h ($or5t<« aucu^ 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



lOft MAY 18231 153 



pana^^ labmnum (cjfiims labttmum), the guilder 
lOM (^Intrmim 'opu^)i clover {trifolium pratense), 
columbines XaquUegia vulgaris)^ with their singular 
aii4 faatastic nectaries^ the alder {rhamnusfrangula)^ 
tho wild diervil (chwrophyllium temi/tlum)^ and th^ 
wairfaring tree, or wild guelder-rose, have their 
flowers full blown. The Tarions species of meadow 
grass are now in flower^ T^ie buttercup {ranunculus 
bulbasus) spreads over the meadows ; the cole-seed 
{brassica napus) in corn-fields, bryony {brionia dwi- 
ca), the arum, or cuckoo*pint, in hedges, tiie Tar- 
tarian honeysuckle {lonmeva (artaricd), and the cor- 
chorus Jfapindea, now show their flowers. The 
fL^FIf%tB of tiie garden rose begm to open. 

The Rose Bud. 
V From th^ German <\f Goethe;* 

4 lioie,. tilHlt blopmed the coad^ido by, 
Caught a yoiiog vagr^t's vraotoii egie; 
Tl|e child was gay, the mora was clear, 
The child would see the rose-bud near : 
lie saw the Mooming flow'r. 
. .My 'little ros^, my rose-bud dear! 
I4y rose t|iat bloonui the roa4«(lB near ! 
^ T^ ^Ipid exclaimed, ' My bands ihall dare» 

Tiiee^ rose, from <^ff thy stem t^ t^ar V 
The rose replied, ' If I have lyeed, 
My thorns shall make ^hy fingers bleed— ^ 
'Thy rash design give t/er/ 
, My^tittJa rote* my rose^bi^d dear ! 
My rdl^.^a^ blooflis th^ road-iiide Qwr! 

9egaM|l^MQf its thorny spray. 
The child would tear the rose away ; 
The rose bewailed with sob and 9X1/^ 
But ail in vain — no help was nigh 

To qoell the urchin's powY. 
My little rose, my rose-bud d^ar I 
My rose that b|oomed the rAa4^e neat '^^l 

TRie amateurs of tulips are now r0wari(ed for alf 
their care and pains, by the splendid show this fl owej 

' New Monthly Magaine, October 1822, p. 309. 
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makes, when seen in beds, exhibiting the richest cuid 
most beautiful colours that the imi^fination can pic- 
ture. Unless carefully guarded, howeVer, against 
the uncertainty of our climate, the hopes ai^ expec- 
tations of the cultivator will be greatly disappmnted. 
To this subject the poet sweetly alludes in the fol« 
lowing elegant comparison : — 

As some iiiir tuUp by a vtortn opprest, 
Shrinks np and folds its silken arms to rest, 
And, bending to tlie blast, all pale and dead. 
Hears, from within, the wind sing round its head; 
So shroaded np your beanty disappears : 
Unreil, my love, wid lay aside yoqr fears; 
The storm that caused your fii^t is past and done. 

Towards the end of spring all our birds of prey 
are very active and bold ; their food becomes scarce> 
and, to satisfy their hunger, (hey incur risks which 
they avoid at other seasons : watching the dove*cot, 
they wiU seize the birdg at the very doors of their 
asylums. The common sparrow-hawk takes his prey 
by different methods : at one time he glides along 
the hedge in the utmost silence, and, with unmoving 
wing, rushing on his victim the moment he sees it, 
with undeviating certainty. At other times he sin- 
gles out his object from some eminence whereon he 
is perched ; or, when on the wing, not always mov- 
ing on in a direct line, but sailing above, he drops 
on his prey with a rapidity that insures a capture. 
The devoted creature makes no exertion to escape, 
but sees his enemy advance in motionless terror, and 
becomes an unresisting victim : so fixed is the atten- 
tion of the hawk upon this one object, that he seems 
unmindful of his own danger, and, rushing by on pre- 
cipitate wing, he soiatches up his morsel at our very 
sides. Some wary bird generally gives the alarm of 
danger,' and, in a moment, the little troop hurry 
away to the adjoining hedge ; but most commonly 
the evil is too near for the victim he has singled out 
to escape. 
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The^'female gleir- worm {lampyris nociilucd)ia now 
seen on 6^ hmka, about woods> pastures, and hedge- 
wajs* 

The marine plants which iSower this month, and 
which are chiefly found on sea* shores and in the cre- 
vices of rocks, are, buck's horn {plantago coranopus), 
which flowers the whole summer ; bumet saxifrage 
(ptmptne/ZacItoica), sea arrow-grass {trighchin, maru- 
timum) on muddy shores ; the clammy lychnis (lych-' 
nisviscaria); the cerastiunvtetrandum; scurvy-grass 
(cochlearia), sea-kale {crambe maritima), on sandy 
shores; the sea-cabbage (brassica oleraced), the sea- 
stork's bill {erodium Tnaritimum), the slender bird's- 
foot trefoil (lotus diffusus), the mountain flea-woit 
fcineraria integrifoliaj on chalky cliff's ; and the sedge 
{carex arenaria) on sea shores. • 

Tte leafing of trees is usually completed in May. 
—See T.T. for 1818, p. 132; and T.T. for 1817, 
p. 155, for some lines on planting trees. 

This is the season in which cheese is made : the 
coimties most celebrated for this article are Cheshire, 
Wiltshire, and Gloucestershire. 

The com is benefited by a cold and windy May, 
and is too apt to ran into stalk, if the progress of 
vegetation be much accelerated by warm weather at 
this season. Inlate years, some sowing remains to 
be done; and, in forward ones, the weeds should be 
weU kept under. 



In JUNE 1823. 
1. — NICOMEDB. 

NICOMEDE was a pupil of St. Peter, and was 
discovered to be a Christian by his burying Felicula, 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



156 REMAEKABU ^M^S 



a martyr,' m a yery honourable Vk9ism&[. He was 
beaten to death with lead^i plumixiets/on accocmt ^ 
his religion, in the reign of Domitian. 

6.— ISAIKT B0KlfrA<JE. 

Boniface wias afiaxonj^tesbyter, born in England, 
a^d at first called Winfiid. He was sent as a missi*- 
onary, by Pope ^Gregory 11, into 'Germany, where he 
nrade so many converts, that he was distinguished by 
the title of die German Apostle. He was created 
Bishop of Mentz in the y^air 145. Boniface was one 
of the first priests of his day, and was also a great 
friend and admirer of the Venerable Bede. He was. 
murdered ill a barbarotrs ilianner by the populace 
aear Utredht, while pteaching the Christian religion. 

♦JUNB — .1536. — DISSOLUTION OF MONASTfiAIBS 

and Destruction of Libraries by Henry VIII. — It is 
a circumstance well known to every one at all cen- 
versant in English history, that the suppressliea of 
the lesser monasteries by that rapacious mohai^h, 
Harry the VIII, took place in 1636. , Bishop Fisher, 
when the abolition was first proposed in the convo- 
cation, strenuously opposed it, and told his breAren 
that this was fairly showing the king how be might 
come at the great monasteries. * And so, my lords,' 
concluded he, ^ if you grant the king these smaller 
monasteries, you do but make him a handle,'whereby 
he may cut down all the cedars within your lebanons.' 
Fisher's fears were borne out by the subsequent acts 
of Henry, who, after quelling a civil commotion oc- 
casioned by the suppression of the lesser monaste- 
ries,, immediately abolished the remainder ; and, in 
the whole, suppressed 645 monasteries, of which 28 
had abbots who enjoyed seats in parliament. Ninety 
colleges were demolished, 2374 chantries and free- 
chapels, and 110 hospitals. The havoc that was 
made among the libraries cannot be better described 
than in the words of Bayle, Bishop of Ossory, in 
the preface to Leland's * New Tear's Gift to King 
Henry VIII: — 
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^ A greate nombre of them iKdbycbe parchased those 
sopwstycyonse mansyons (monasteries) reserved of 
tiiose Ubrarye bookes, for various purposes^ some 
to scoiire theyr candlefityckes, some to rabbe theyr 
bootes, &c. &c. Some they splde to the grossers 
and sope sellers, and some they sent over see to y^ 
booke bynders, not in small nombre, but at tymes 
whole shyppes full to ye wonderynge of foren na- 
cyons. Tea y* Universytees 6t thys realme are not 
alle clere in thys detestable, fact. But cursed is that 
bellye whyche seketh to be fedde withsuche ungodlye 
gaynes, and so depelye sbameth hys natural con- 
terye. I knowe a merchant manne, whyche shall at 
thys time be namelesse, that boughte y« contentes of 
two noble lybraryes for forty shyllynges pryce: a 
shame it is to be sp<^eii. lliys i^tuffe hallie he oc- 
cupyed in y* stede of greye paper, by y© space of 
more than these ten yeares, and yet he hathe store 
jFUOUghe for as manye yeares to come. A prodygy- 
OQse example is thys, and to be abhorred of all men 
whyche love theyr nacyon as they shoulde do. The 
monkes kepte themundre duste, y^ ydle-headed prestes 
regarded diem not, theyr latter owners have most 
shamefully abused them, and ye covetouse marchantes 
have flcdde them awaye into foren nacyons for mo- 
neyed 

On the ' dissolution of the monasteries^^ Mr. Words- 
worth has writti^n a series of most beautiful Sonnets, 
three of which we are tempted to present to our 
readers, as conveying sentiments (perfectly in unison 
with oor own), and clothed in language worthy of the 
pen from which it flows :-^ 

I. 

Threats come which, no snbmission may assuage ; 
. No sacrifice avert» no poMfer dispate; 
The tapers shall he qaemshed, the belfries mate, 
Aad, 'mid their choirs unroofed by selfish rage, 
The warbltog wrea shall find a leafy cage ; 
The gaddliig bramble hang her pnrplefhiit; 
And the green lizard and the gilded newt 
Lead unmolested lives, and die of age, 
O 
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Th» owl ^enmbgf mud^kn wooJIia fc«» 
For their abodwilieiliiiiwi of fF«tfAam cboote ; 
Proud GUutMibury can no more refuse 
To stoop her head before tiiese desperate shocks- 
She whose high pomp displaced, as story tells, 
Arima t hean Joseph's wattled cells* 

II. 
The lovely nuM (sabmissife bot more meek 
Through saintly habit, than from effort due 
To unrelenting mandates that parsae 
With equal wrath the steps of strong and weak) 
Goes forth^naveiliog timidly her cheek. 
Suffused with blushes of celestial hue. 
While through the conYeot gate to open view 
Softly she glides, another home to seek. 
Not Iris, issuing from her cloudy shrine. 
An apparition more divinely bright ! 
Not more attractive to the dazzled sight 
Those wat*ry glories, on the stormy brine 
Poured fortli, while summer sans at distance shine, 
And the green vales lie hushed in sober light. 

III. 
Yet some, noviciates of the cloistral shade, 
Or chained by vows, with undissembled glee 
The warrant hail— exalting to be free ; 
Like ships before whose keels, full long embayed 
In polar ice, propitious winds have made 
Unlooked-for outlet to an open sea^ 
Their liquid world, for bold discovery. 
In all her quarters temptingly displayed. 
Hope guides the young ; but when the old mnst pass 
The threshold, whither shall they turn to find 
The hospitality — the alms (alas ! 
Aims may be needed) which that house bestowed ? 
Can they, in faith and worship, train thd mind 
To keep this new and questionable road? 

11. — SAINT BARNABAS. 

Out saint's proper name was Joses ; be was 'de« 
scended of the tribe of Levi, and bom at Cyprus. 
His parents being rich, had him educated at Jeru- 
salem, under the care of Gamaliel, a learned Jew; 
and, after his conversion, he preached the Gospel 
with Paul, in various countries, for fourteen jears. 
Barnabas 'suffered martyrdom at Salamis, in Ms na- 
tive island: — being shut up all night in the synagogue 
by some Jews, he was, the next morning, cruelly tor- 
tured^ and afterwards stoned to death. The Epistle 
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which he wrote is coasidered gwraine, though not 
admitted into the canon of the drarch. 
17. — saiAt alban. 
St. Alban, the first Christian martyr in this island, 
suffered in 303. He was converted to Christianity 
by Amphialnsj a priest of Caerleon in Monmouth- 
Bhixe, who, flying from persecution, was hospitably 
entertained by St. Alban at Verulam, in Hertford- 
shire, now caUed, firom him^ St Alban's. Amphia- 
los bdng closely pursued, made his escape, dressed 
in St. Alban's clothes. This, however, being soon 
discovered, exposed St. Alban to the fiirv of the 
Pagans ; and our saint refusing to perform the sacri- 
fice to their gods, was first miserably tortured, and 
then put to death. 

•18. 1615.— BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 
There wu a loaiid of leTelry by nighty 
And Belgtum'ft capiUl had gathered then 
Her btenty aod her chiYalry^and bright 
;llie lamps shone o'er hoot women and brave men ; 
A thousand heartt beat happily ; and when 
If uttc arose with its Yoluptnons swell, 
Soft eyes looked love to eyes which q>ake agnfai, 
And ail went merry as a marriage-bell : 
Bat hosh! hark I a deep souid strikes like a riafaig knelll 

Did ye not hear it?-— No ; 'twas but the wind. 
Or the car rattling o'er the stony street ; 
On with the dance ! let joy be nnconfined ; 
No sleep till mom, when youth and pleasure meet 
To chas^the glowing hours with flying feet— 
Bat, hark 1 — ttiat heavy sound breaks in once more. 
As tf Uie clouds its echo would repeat ; 
And nearer, neareri deadlier than btfon I 
Ami I arm ! it is~*it is^the cannonTs opemng roar ! . 

Ahf then and there .was hurrying to and fto. 
And gathering tears, and tremblSigs of distress. 
And dieeks all pale, which but an hour ago 
Blushed at the praise of their own loveliness ; 
And there were sadden partings^ such as press 
The BfefiroM out young hearts, and choking sight ' 
Which ne*er might be repeated; who. could guess 
If ever more slMuld meet those mutual eyes. 
Since i^poa nii^ti so tweet sodi awful mora could liteT 
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And then mmu m^mHiiij^iatet lw<te:. tN ftMy 

The mii8tering.8q9ft(iroi|, i|Bd the qlatteriog/cary 
Went pouring forward with impetuons speed. 
And swUtiy forming in the ranks of war'; 
And the (deep thnnder peal on peal afar ; 
And near, the beat of the alarming drnm 
Roused up the soldier ere the morning star ; 
While thronged the ettisens with terror domb, 
Or whispering, with white lips — * The foe ! they come ! they come !^ 

And wild, and high, the * Cameron's gathering ' rose ! 
The war^note of Lochiel, which Albyn's bills 
Have heard, and beard, too, have her Saxon foes :— 
Howin the jM>on of night that pibroch thrills, . 
Savage and shrill ( bat with the breath which fills . 
Their moantaio-pipe, so fill the moantaineers 
With the fierce native daring which.instils 
The stirring memory of a tlipusand years. 
And Evan's, Donald's fame rings in each ckmsman'a ears! 

And Ardennes ««ves abnive them ' her greenlevfes, 

Dewy with Nature's tew-drops,. as they p«Sy 

Grieving, if anght inAiumate e'er grieveS| 

Over the anretnrBittg-brave,-*-^las| 

Ere evening to betradifeB like the grass 

Which now beneath them^bat above shall grow 

In its next verdnre, when this fiery mass 

Of living valour, rolling on the fi>e 
And burning with high hope, shall monlder cold and low< 

Last noon beheld them full of lusty life, 

Last eve in Beauty's. Circle, proudly gay ; 

The midnight brought the signal sound of strife. 

The morn the marsballiag inairms,-!— this daj 

Battle's magDificently-stem anvy I 

The thunder-ckmds close o^ev it, wbioh ^R^ieD reat 

The earth is covered thick with ether-clay. 

Which her own clay sMi e«ver, heaped and peat, 
Rider and horsey— friend^ Cbe|--io oae red burial blent ( 

20* — ^TRANSLATION OP BDWARa, King of the West 
Saxane. 

Edward beii^ barbaroosl y wur d^r^dlij^ Ims mother- 
in-law, was first buried^ai iw arhain^ wkhoat anj so- 
lemnity; bat, after <lireeTeiim,w^Memfed by Dnke 
Alfems to the minstdr of Shtdwsbiiry, and fliers in- 
terred witb great {Ipmp. 
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a. — LOKGBST 0AY. 

This day is; in London^ 16 h. 81 m. 6 9., fdlowing 
9 m. 10 9. for refraction. 

TiMB. 
A Ca&wme from the Italiaa. of Torqsato TtMfH 

* Dmm voiehenpirhe^ 
Duneft ttet in the aaatUng gtoir 
Of yoar yomth uid beuty go ; 
YewbO) iayovstreogtb) dcQr 
Lofe witb all bit archfiy; 
Ye who s|aod qneoii^piored ttU!, 
Coiu|iiering othen ■■ ye will— 
Ye «haU bend, at last, befora ' 
The iron iceptre of my power* 

Miiie shall be year glories tben, 

Bfine the triamphs of yoor traiD, 
Mine the*tropliy and uie crowD, 
Mine the hearts which ye havewoa^ 
And yoar beaaty's waning ray 
. Shall wax feeble, and decay. 
And yeor soqIb too proudly soaringi 
To see the prostrate world adorinf. 

TiMB, imperial Tims, am r, 
TiMB, yoor lord and enemy ; 
TkiCB, whose passing wing can blight, 
With the shadow of its flight, 
. If ore than Love in all his pride. 
With his thonsands by his ^. 

Wbile I spM^, the moments fly. 
And oiy spirit silently 
Creeps ipto yoor sparKlipg e|«% . 
And amid yonr tresses lies--* 
Here the wnaathed knots nntwinlng^ 
There bedimming beaoty's shining; 
Blnn^ ail the piercing darts 
Which the amorons eye imparti» 
And wearing loveliness away 

- JTnCiittiMewittritskhidredciay« 
• * • . f 
.0»f fly; Isptedawayf 

0%. Air «r^wsd foriiye~i*^ 

,r ^ .Totbe swiftness of my speed. 
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. 'In the d«w9iiNUMl coume for eroTy 
An yoor gay'alid ^ttermg throiq^y 
HononvBy titles, oames ftlong^- 
M ortal hopes end mortal pride^ 
With the stihiM of ito tide. 
* ♦ 

Soon ajiall iUme ttiat M&X honr 

When, beneath my arm of power. 
Lowly shall ye hend the kdee. 
Sooilf shall 1>retho pahce flee^ 
Where he sits enthroned on hi^ 
In the hisl3« ofyowr eye; 
And yonr victor standard there 
Age and cbiU reserve shall rear. 
. • • 

Soon» fike captives, shall ye leara 

Ways less wild, and laws more stem ; 
Goqe shall be yoor smiling ilaaoesy 
^Bnibedyooc carols and year danpet; 
And yoo^ golden fnbes of pride 
All, too soon, be laid asid^^ 
For the vesture gr^ and ^^r^f 
Which my h9ii|ble4 oepjtivet wear» 

And I now proclito your late. 
That reflection ere too late, 
How, when yonthihl yean «r^ gone. 
Hoary iUs come hasting on, . 
Ye 9iay stoop your piridf of soul. 
Holding earth in strong CQntrool, . 
Deeming that the world contains 
None deserving of yonr chafas* 
Bend ye, then, to ReMonTi nrtyi 
Go erhere Pi^ points 1h^ why I 
While witii wing nnflagging I 
/ Keep my course eternally. 

Days and nighta,' and yaorf, wd je^ 
My 9W|ft wh^ged .ftmily, 
Whom the Alt^reating Hind 
Fkiuoned ere earth Itself was pliMMd|-* 
tJp, ' and still untiring hold 
Yoor triumphant^eonne of itld^ • 
And stilHroa^ rapid dun^h€ dtivAi 
O'er the Sdmidltts ]Mth'of heaven t 
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24.~8AINT JOHN THBllArmt dfltf HIDSUMMBR 

•' • DAt. . " 

The nativity of St: John the JBaptist is celebrated 
by the Christian Chuveh oa;this day, because he was 
the Forerunner of our blessed Lord, and, by preach- 
ing the doctrine of repentance, prepared tlie way for 
the gospel. He was imprisoned by Herod for preach- 
ing agajnst his marriage with his brother's wife, and 
was afbMTWards beheaded by the arte of fliat enraged 
woman. « - 

The morning of ^dsnmmerDayis still regarded, 
in many parts of Eorope^ in something like the same . 
light with onr own AUh^ows Eve, the Scottish ob- 
servances and superstitions connected with which 
have been so beautifully treated by Bums in his 
HaHaween^ In. some parts of SpaUi the young mai* 
dens go forth in t]tiQ morning to gather flowei:s, sing- 
ing a beautiful antient ballad, or invitation to their 
danqpanions to join them in their annual ceremonies. 
*-f^ee T. T. foF 3B3I, pi 192.) According to a pro- 
viBfiial eastbm^ in hiwer ^Saenmy, every young - girl 
fiabks. w qnig. o£ St. John's WOrt oii Midsummer 
night, and sticks it into the wall'iOf fier chanibet; 
Shonld k,'0#iDg?talke' dafli]^ess 6f tfie'^^all, retain 
ife-.iteflhness and^yerdur^, she* liftsljr < beckon . uji>on 
gaioilig; a sttitor in thj^ coarse 'of tiieVetir; 1nf t If 
it: diDO]^ the Tp^palar belief is, ttatdMra^ 
ed.to pind and'^thsr af#ay. > ' i- 

. iOnjtin 4niperi9t|tt<m,' we su1]96ih '!!^ 'ff^llb^ltfiii^ 
f^baiiDgnfiqrsiDA ofscttiie fines tii^c^jb^l^ a 
0<»aun'alaHiiack.''- - - 

•."■'• ':' . •-' ^' : • • ' ni^tg^r. Johii'^ 'iVoRT. " - - ' ' ."'• 

I nmst ipifher the nijrstic St. J^li^Wqi^ t^nf|l|^ \ <' ^ ' > 
Ite wonderiiii herb. Wfao^lea^.wm decide , , 

. :lfli^«Aiin»gVcacHlhalltiirft*mrfa*ride.* '*' ''' ' * 
> .-• • .:-ir?i|^tkWo»^ww»5ci>«^ '^'*^' ' "'' *''' *'* '' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



im RBUARKABUI PAT> 

* Aail iparfrlii lai iliiai ^ - 

Thro' the aiglitof St. JoK 
And MOB Im the jrowig Bifid iMT Wf»4;9Qt tM. 

Vifb BOiMlcM traid 
Te her cbMBberahB ipedy 
Where the ipectnd BIoqb her white beeait abed :^- 
* Bloom here — bloom here, thoe plant of poW^, 
To deck the yonng bride in her bridal hoAr !' 
Bnt it drooped iti head that ptant of pow'r. 
And died *e mate death of the Toioelcst flowV; 
And a withered wreath on the gromid it ky, 
More BMOt for a bnrial than biidal da/i 

And when a year wai paased away/ 
All pale en her bier the yomig mmd lay ! 

Aod.tlie glowrworm eaBie 

With Its ailvery flame^ 

And ipatkled and shone 

Thro' the night of St John, 
And they dosed the eold graveo'er the mtiid^i cold clay. 

For an aecoimt of 8<mie strange customs obaerred 
in Yorkshire and Cornwall on Midsnnmier eve and 
day, the festival-fires and sacrificing of beasts, and 
die immolation. of hmnan yictims in France, consolt 
oar last yolume^ pp, 169-173. 

Midsmnmep-day is one of the qnartar days on 
wlncb rent becomes p<iqfa6fe,«*we cannot say is paid, 
««Hlaring the present great dei^tesaion of agiicnliaral 
piodace, and the con^eqnent inability of fte &rmer 
todischai^ his obligations to hi^ landlord. To' all 
aneh gfopiirtorii' of land as. may be lovors of flte 
wmideQs and cariosities of natore, we iMrticdaiiy 
lecommend, at the present crisis, the pvaeticeof a 
wiMthy character menticmed in the Bamblbr, No. 8S : 
«Aa Alfred. received ^he tribute of the Welsh in 
wolves^ heads, I. allowed my tenants to pay their 
renta in butMffieSi tifi I had exhansted the papiliona- 
ceoos tribe.' I then directed them to the pnrsiiit of 
ottieranimals} andobtainedf by this easyinetiiod, 
QMMrtof the grabs and insects which land, air> or 
water can supply. I hmfe- tittw species of earHi* 
wonnsnotloiowirio'niitnralists; have ^coTeifd>a 
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new ephemera; and^can ^riiow four wasps that wepe 
taken torpid in' their Wiii1^T4)narters« I haTeji fr<m 
my own ground, the. JLsuigeat Idade of grass upon 
record; and once;tacQepted> as a Iialf year's rent for 
a field of wheats on mot eontakdiig more grains than 
had been iseen befoi'e upon a single steiii. One of 
my tenants so much neglected bis own interest, as 
to snpply me, in a whole sommer, with only two 
horsO'fiieSi snd those of litfle more than, the com^ 
moa size ; and I wasi on the bijnfc of seizing for 
^ arrears, when his good fortune threw a whUe, mole in 
his way^ for which he was not only forgiven bat re* 
warded/ 

29.^SAINT PBTBR. 

Peter's original name, Simon, wa3 not abolished by 
Christy but that of Cepbq^ was adde4 to if;, which 
in Syriac, the mlgsur language of the Jews, signifies 
a stobe. or rode; .henee the Gte^^UirtK^ 9»A Qur 
Pci^er. The apostle's father was Jonah, probably a 
fish^man. of Bethsaida. . His brother Andrew^ being 
flnst converted, was. said to be an instrument of 
Peter's converi^on, John i, 40^41, . St. Peter lived at 
CapenuMim : . he was . a married man, ^and his wile's 
nniber. lived with theni^.. Christ seems to havefircH 
qaenfly lodged or sojourned at his house. — Seo^ Luke 
tv, 31-38,^ and Bp. Hall's Contemplation on th^ Tri- 
bute Monev.^ 

Aniong &eniost brilliant spectacles ever witnessed 
inaodemtimes^^may be i^ced the .splendid illmir 
motion fi^ St. Peiet'js .Church, and the mi^;nificent 
^0$uUda^ or firerwocks^^-om the Castiie of. St. A^ 
gelo,^t Jftome^ annually exhibitQd on ttiis day; the 
lattev bear no vesemUance to tbesqi^bsand oraokflrs 
denoumiated ;£9epworks in £ngland4 judd threw a)t 
an imwKwmrabla distance all cmr attompta at.pyiQ- 
tediny on the oceadcmr of the lt(af: pcxace^ or the late 
grand ( ceremonial of:*the co^onati^cm; as w^ m 
Siose-of vonr- neif^hbeors; tha.Prench# at theur. Juvdi 
tatiittdA JP^e^f,,Saini lAmi»^ These. UIiaM^AtioM 
and firMvorka at Roma i have been : well dw^hed 
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bf a inddani writer before quoted in our aceoiuit 
m tte Gwemonies of Ae Holy Week ; and, as her 
ktteteaHing description would materiaiiy suffer by 
abridgment, we shall give the whole without muti- 
krtion. 'At Ave Maiia (she observes) we drove 
to flie pkiasBa of St. Peter's. The lighting ci the 
Isntemoni, or large paper lanterns, each of which 
looks like a ^be of ethereal fire, had been going on 
for an hour, and, by the time we arrived there, was 
neariy completed. As we passed the Fonts San 
Angelo, the appearance of this m^piificent church, 
glowing in its own brightness — the millions.of lights 
ledected in the calm waters of the Tiber, and ming- 
ling with the last golden glow of evening, so as to 
amke ike whole building seem covered witib burnish- 
ed gold, had a most striking and magical effect. 

* Our progress was slow, being much impeded by 
die long line of carriages before us; but at leiq;th we 
arrived at the Piazza of St. Peter's, wd to^ our 
station on the right of its farther extremity, so as to 
lose the deformity of the dark dingy Vatican Palace. 
The gathering shades of night rendered the illumina- 
tion every moment more brilliant. The whole of 
this immense church — its columns, capitals, comics, 
and pediments — tiie beautiful sweU of the loffy dome, 
towering into heaven, the ribs converging into one 
point at top, surmounted by the lantern of the church, 
and crowned by the cross,-— all werts designed in 
lines of fire ; and the vast sweep of the circling 
^onnades, in every rib, line, mould, cornice, and 
column^ were resplend^it in the same beautiful liriit* 

'While we were gazing upon it, suddenly a bell 
<Aimed« CHi the cross, of fire at the top waved a 
brilliant light, as if widded by some celestial hand^ 
mod instantly ten thousand globes and stars of vivid 
flie seemed to roll spontaneously aloi^ the building, 
as if by magic; and, self-kindled,. it blazed in a 
iMinient into one daWiling flood of glory. Fancy 
kers^, in her most sporiive mood, could BcmB^ely 
k^n conceived se wonderful a spectacle aa tiie in* 
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rturtaMOos iUumiiuilioii of tids mi^uioeftl febrie; 
tile agentg by ivkom it was effected weie iiiuweii^aBd 
it seemed the work of enchantment. In tint fint 
instance^ the illaminatioiis had appeared to be*com^ 
plete. aiid one conld not dream &at thoasands anA 
tens of thonsands of lamps were still to be iilnmiBH 
ed. Their viyid blaze harmoniased beaatifolly with 
the softer, milder light of the lantemoni; while the 
brilliant glow of Ihe whole illamination shed a 
rosy light upon the fountains, whose silver fall, and 
eyer^-jihiying showers, accorded well with the magic 
of the scene. 

' Viewed from the Trinity de' Monti, its effect was 
unspeakably beautifiil : it seemed to be aA enchanted 
palace hung in the air, and called np by the wand of 
some invisible spirit. We did not, however, drive 
to the Trinit£l de' Monti till after the exhibition of 
the girandola or great fire-woiks from the Castle of 
St. Angelo, which commenced by a tremendous ex* 
plosion that represented the raging eroption of a 
volcano. Red sheets of fiie seemed to blaase upwards 
into the glowing heavens, and then to pour down 
their liquid streams upon the earth. This was fol* 
lowed by an incessant and complicated display of 
every varied device that imagination could ^ure*— 
one changing into another, and the beauty of the first 
effiftced by that of the last. Hundreds of immenlse 
wheels turned round with a velocity that almost 
seemed as if demons were whirling them, letting fall 
thousands of hissing dragons, and scorpions, and 
fiery snakes, whose long convolutions, dartiiig forward 
as for as the eye could reach in every direction, at 
length vanished into air. Fountains and iets of fire 
threw up their blazing cascades into the skies^ The 
whole vault of heaven shone with the vivid fires, aad 
seemed to receive into itself innumerable stars and 
suns, which, shooting up into it in brightness almost 
insufferable, vanished, like earth-bom hopes. The 
reflection in the depth of the calm clear waters of 
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the Tiberiras scarcely less beautiM fliaa the spec^ 
tede itself; oDd flsd whole ended in a tramtendous 
hoist of .^re, that, while it lasted, almost aeemed to 
flHreaten conflagration to the world. 

* The expense of the ilhifhiaation of St« Peter's, and 
of the girandola^when repeated two sacccssive eTcn* 
ings, as they inTariably are at the festival of St» 
Peter, is 1000 crowns: when only exhibited one 
sight, they cost 700.. Eighty men were employed m 
flie instantaneous illuminations of the lamps, which 
to lis seemed the work of enchantment: Ihey were so 
posted as to be unseen/ — {Rome in the Nineteenth 
Century, vol. iii, pp. 169-173.) 

^strottdmtcal (^Occurrences 

/» JUNE 1823. 

Solar Phenomena. 
The Snn.entefs Cancer at 10m. after 7 in the 
looming of the 22d of this month. 

Refulgent Summer now his hot domain 
Hath carried to the tropic, and begins 
His backward joarney. 

The Sun also rises and sets at this period of the year 
as in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting far every fifth Day. 

June Isty Sun rises 53 m. after 3. Sets at 7 m. past 8 

6th, ^ 3 10 8 

llth, 46 3 14 8 

16th, 43 3 17 8 

2lBt, ....; 43 3 17 8 

d6th^ .MM......* 43 ••••••••• 3. •.••••••* 17 ••••••••• 8- 

Equation of Time. 
As the motion of the earth in its orbit is not nni- 
form, the time, as indicated by a good san-dial and 
&at giren by a well-regulated clock, agrees only four 
times a year; therefore, to find the true time from 
the apparent, a correction must I^e used -as indicated 
in the following 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IN JUNS 1823. 169 



TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

m. «. 

Sunday. Ist, from the time by the dial tuhtract 2 42 

Friday 6th, .• 1 68 

Wednesday, 11th, ...,^ , 66 

Monday 16th, to the time by tiie dial add 6 

Saturday.... Slst, 1 10 

Thursday... 26th, ^ 3 14 

Lunar Phenombna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter, 2d day, at 22 m. past 1 in the morning 

New Moon.... 8th 48 11 at night 

First Quarter 15th 23 3 in the afternoon 

FuUMoon.... 23d 3 noon. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The Moon will pass the meridian of the Royal Ob- 
servatory at the following times during this month, 
which may afford opportunities for observing her in 
that position : the times refer to the passage of her 
centre over that circle. 

June 2d, at 16 m. after 6 in the morning 

3d, ... 58 6 

4th, ... 43 7 

17th, ... 32 7 in the evening 



18th, ... 18 • 8 

19th, ... 6 9 

20th, >.. 54 9 

21st, ... 44 10 , 

•22d, ... 35 11 



Phenomena Planetarum. 
Phases of Venus^ 

T ,«« lo*" r Illuminated part 3= 9*00453 digits 
June l8t,| jj^^^ part...!..... = 2-99547 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 

The eclipses of these small bodies are not visible 
this month, Jupiter being too near the Sun. 

p 
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TABLE 

Of the Meridional Transits and Altitudes of the 
Planets. 
1st 7th 13th 19tti 25tb 

TRANSITS. 

_ , *• *»•• ht m, h, tn% h, m, hm fi»* 

Mercury I B9qft, I 29 16 33 11 56mor. 

Venus 2Uqft. 250 254 2 5t 30 

Mats 10 56 mar. 10 4d 10 42 10 35 10 29 

Jupiter 29 aft. 10 11 52mor. 11 32 11 13 

Saturn 10 27 mor. 10 5 9 43 9 21 8 59 

6. Sidus 2 15 mor. 150 124 058 32 

ALTITUDES.' 

Mercury 63016' 61057' 60^21' 58P47' 57037' 

Venus 62 50 61 46 60 21 58 36 56 84 

Mars 57 24 58 27 59 24 60 12 60 54 

Jupiter. 60 54 61 3 61 10 * 61 17 61 23 

Saturn 5322 5334 53 455356 545 

6. Sidus 15 6 15 4 15 3 15 2 15 1 

Other Plienomena. 
Jupiter will be in conjunction at a quarter past 8 
in the afternoon of the 10th of this month. Mercury 
will be stationary on the 11th. The Moon will be in 
conjunction with a^ in Scorpio, at 1 m. after 12 on 
the 21st, and with Georgium Sidus at 50 m. past 5 in 
the morning of the 24th. Mercury will also be in his 
inferior conjunction at half past 2 on the same day. 

DESCRIPTION AND USE OF ASTRONOMICAL 
INSTRUMENTS. 

[Contiuaed from p. Hh] 

We shall now show the method of, applying the 
observations made with this instrument to the cor- 
rection of a clock or watch, which is one of the 
most useful as well as frequent of its applications. 
If the clock or watch to be regulated be designed to 
keep mean solar time, like those emjfldyed for the 
confmon purposes of life, when the instrument has 
been properly adjusted, observe the transit of the 
Sun, in the manner which has already been described, 
by taking the mean of all the times in which his east- 
ern and western limbs pass the different wires. This 
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will be the moment of apparent noon, and wUch 
most be corrected, for the equation of time, as al- 
ready explained in several parts of our work, bjr 
which it will be reduced to mean solar time, and 
give the moment which should be indicated by the 
clock at the same instant: it will, thus be ascertain-* 
ed how much the clock is too fast or too slow. By 
repeating this observation the next day, and for se- 
veral days in succession^ and comparing the results 
with the moments indicated by the clock at the same 
time, the comparison will giv6 the quantity which it 
gains or loses per day. If this be considerable, the 
pendulum must be lengthened or shortened by turn- 
ing the proper screw, according as it gains or loses ; 
but if the gain or loss in 24 hours be not more than 
one or two seconds, and either uniform, or very near- 
ly so, for equal intervals of time, the pendulum may 
be allowed to remain, and the gain or loss in any 
given interval applied as a correction to the result 
obtained at a future time. As this observation re- 
quires a little dexterity in the observer to make it 
correctly, especially when he is unassisted by a se- 
cond person, we shall explain the process more fully. 
The best method of observing the transit of any of 
the heavenly bodies, is first to watch it into the tele- 
scope, and th^a to note the hour, minute, and second 
by the clock, which is sjipposed to be placed near 
the instrument for the purpose of being readily ob- 
served ; then, with your eye applied to the telescope, 
count the beats of the clock till the body passes flie 
first wire, and note down the exact time of its transit. 
When this is done, observe the time by the clock 
again, and note the moment of its passage overl^ 
second wire, in the same manner as before ; and so 
on, in succession, till it ibis passed all the wii^s ; 
then, adding all these results togetiier, and divid- 
ing by the number of them, will give the mean, wUch 
will be the instant of passing tiie central wire, a:^ 
consequ€intly that witii which the time by tia^ cloek 
or^nratel) in to be campilred; 
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If the clock be adjusted to sidereal time (which is 
the most cdnvenient for a regular observatory) ^ that 
iSy so as to register exactly 24 hours from one transit 
to another of any fixed star^ observations on the stars 
are preferable to those of the Sun^ as being attended 
with less reduction. In this case, the same star ought 
to pass the meridian at the same instant on each suc- 
cessive day; and the deviations from this, if any, 
will consequently be the gain or loss of the clock in 
a given time, and which must be corrected or allowed 
for as above described. Observations on the fixed 
stars may also be made in conjunction with a clock 
that is set to mean solar time; but then a slight 
computation is necessary for arriving at the true re- 
sult: for, as the length of the sidereal day, when 
expressed in mean solar time, is only 23h.56m. 41*ls., 
the clock ought only to show this period between the 
consecutive transits. It is consequently with this, 
and not with 24 hours, that the time of the transit is 
to be compared, and the gain ot loss deduced ac- 
cordingly. 

This instrument may likewise be conveniently 
used for ascertaining the Right Ascension of the 
heavenly bodies, which is an arc of the equator 
comprised between the first point of Aries, or that 
where it is intersected by the ecliptic at the ver- 
nal equinox, and the point where a secondary to 
the equator, passing through the body, meets the 
latter circle. Now, as the motion of the earth on 
its axis, or the apparent motion of the heavens, 
is uniform, right ascension may be denoted by the 
interval of time that elapses between the moment that 
the first point of Aries passes the meridian, and 
that of the transit of the body. This astronomical 
quantity, therefore, admits of. a double measure, 
that is, either in degrees or timey but the latter is the 
most uMal, and this is generally registered in sidereal 
hours, minutes, and seconds: it is given in these 
for every day at noon in the Nautical Almanac. 
To ascertain the right ascension of any body^ set the 
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clock tQ Ob. at the mom^it the* first point of Aries 
passes the meridian of the place of observation ; 
then the clock being adjusted to correct sidereal time 
by the preceding observations, the houT indicated by 
the clock at the moment the body passes the meri- 
dian will be the right ascension required. If the 
clock does not show exact sidereal time, but has a 
regular daily deviation, this is called its rate, and 
most be added to the indicated hour, or subtracted 
from it, as the clock wad too slow or too fast; and 
then the result will give the right ascension sought. 
Should the clock, however, not be so adjusted as to 
show Oh. Om. Os. at the moment the first point of 
Aries passes the meridian, it is evi<ient that the dif- 
ference of the times will be the right ascension re- 
quired. When the measure is reqaired in degrees 
instead of time, it is easily obtained by saying, as 
23h. 56 m. 41 Is. is to the time given by the clock, 
so is 16° to the measure required. 

It should be remarked, however, for the informa- 
tion of our youthful readers, that what is called the 
^t point 01 Aries is not a fixed point in the heavens'^ 
but changes its place by a slow retrograde motion, 
which is called the Precession of the Equinoxes : the 
riglit ascension of any given star is therefore not a 
constant quantity, but requires frequent corrections. 
Many of the fixed stars have had their right ascen- 
sions determined with great precision by astronomers, 
particularly 36 of them, which, with their annual 
variati^ms, were ascertained by the late Astronomer 
Boyal) Dh Ms»kelyne, and are now chiefly used by 
jurtrofiOMiims for Omr observations of this kind. Tm 
mppaifent places of ^principal stars, cofrected for 
precession, aberration, and nutation, are also giv^n 
for every 10th day of 1823, in the Nautical Almanfic. 
IBose places are determined by theirright ascensioiifs 
m timi^, and tbe north pofaur distaaces in de^ree9,itt>- 
svte0, and seeonds. 
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For JUNE 1823. 

The pUmi, npspringing from the Med, 

Ezpaods into a perfect^wY ; 
The yirgiiHlaiighter of the mead, 

Wooed by the san, the wind, the fthow V ; 
In loTeiiness beyond compare. 
It toils not, spins not, knows no care, 

Trained by the seeret hand that brings 
All beanty out of waste and mde, 

It blooms a season, — dies, — and flings 
Its germs abroad in solitade. momtoombrv. 

The region of Flora^ with its odours and endless 
hues, constitutes, in this month, one of our most 
pleasing and innocent recreations ; for^ if the wea- 
ther have been mild and favourable, the flower-garden 
is in all its glory at the commencement of June. Now 
there arc flowers 

Of pleasant odoors all, and Instrons blowmg, 
That do enrich the air on which they feed. 
And far around a light and fragrance spread. 

Among these, the rose, the type of love and beauty* 
holds a pre-eminent rank ; and yet of this beautifal 
and delicate flower the number is often diminished 
by the attacks of insects ; for the bud is too frequently 

Bit by an envioos worm. 
Ere it can «pr^d its sweet leaves to the air. 
Or dedicate its beauty to tlie Sun. 

Now, like core, the caterpillar eats 
Theleaves of the 9fnng^» moeetest book, the r$»e. 

The Austrian rose blossoms in the early part of 
this month. Of tributes to the rose our volumes can 
boast an ample collection' ; but we may still add to 
the number. 

^ s See particularly T. T. for 1822, pp. 184-186, for some beautiful 
lines on the rose by Hafez ; and an account of the delicious garden 
^f Negauristan, which is filled with rose-trees of fourteen feet in 
height, laden with thousands of flowers, and whose gtoyos resound 
with the enchanting melody of multitudes of uightingales* 
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TremViiog fear 
IHndLfl roses from her cheekfl, which soon ap(iMr 
Fall blowo again with anger ; red and white 
Bid, in this conflict of her passions, fight 
For the pre-eminence. Cheanberlayne, 

At ev'fy torn she made a little stand. 
And thrust among the thorns her liiy hand 
To draw the rose ; and ev'ry rose slie drew 
8he shook the stalk, and brnshed away tiie dew. 
Then party*coloared flow'rs of white and red 
She woTC, to make a garhmd for her head. 

Palamon and Areite, 

Innumerable herbs and flowers embellish our gar- 
dens, gratify our sense of smell, and purify and reno- 
vate the atmosphere in the pleasant month of June. 
The fields of clover (trifolium pratense), which are 
now in blossom, produce a delightfal fragrance. The 
sweet-scented vernal grass {anthoxanthum odoratum\ 
which is the cause of the very delightful scent of 
hay, flowers m this month, and diffuses its fragrance 
through the country. 

About the beginning of June, the pimpernel (aftot 
gaUu arvensis)^ thjrme {thymus serpyllMm), tibe bitter 
sweetnightshade (solanum dulcamara), white bryony, 
the«dog-rose {rosa canina), and the poppy* {papaver 
sommferum), have their flowers full blown.^ The 
milky juice of the poppy is the well-known and va- 
luable opium of the shops, the soother of all our 

■^— T^— ^— ' .ll 11 ■■,..- .11 , I,,, ,,, i.iii, „ | , ^ .Hi . 

^ On the Poppy. 
When life's red stream with quickened impulse flows. 
Impetuous struggling through th' obstructed brain. 
And hot as iEtna's burning lava glows. 
When, wasting wide, it seeks the distant main ; 
When Reason staggers with the stroke of Pain, 
And Superstition's spectres hover round ; 
While Frenzy sees red lightnings scathe, the plain 
That erst with Fancy's sweetest flow'rs was crowned ; 
Where shall the harassed wretch for succour fly ? 
Nor faith nor hope ean now afford him aid y 
For Vengeance waves her flaming falchion high. 
And o'er the grave hangs Horror's baleful shade ! 
Blest Porrrl thou, surpassing ev'ryflow'r, 
Aiford'st a aov'reign balm for this distressing boor. 

a£V. 4. BLACX^ 
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aches and pains. The single white poppy prodaces 
the best opiam : the seed affords an excellent oil for 
the table^ equal to olive oil ; and tlie same seed is 
also, when eaten, considered of as good flavour as 
the hazel-nut kernel. — See our last volume^ p. 183. 

The fox- glove (digitalis), which produces a beau- 
tiful flower^ blossoms in this month as well as in the 
next. It is found wild in various .parts of England 
in great perfection, but is not to be met with, we be- 
lieve, in a wild state near London. 

The common white lily (Jilium candidum) is now 
in flower. ^ This splendid native of the Levant' (ob- 
serves our ingenious correspondent from the banks 
of the Severn) ' has been now naturalized in our 
gardens above two hundred years, and yet retains 
ft place with the holly-bock, a Chinese beauty of 
•liU earlier introduction, about our farm-hooses, and 
in the little borders of our more antiient cottages ; 
but the Mexican fancy of the hour, the Dahlia, be*- 
gins to intrude upon them, and perhaps may banish 
the ^' ignobile vulgus'' of an elder day. We eamiot 
reasonaJbly place any faith or dependence upon so 
mutable a circumstance as the blooming of a pkmt; 
yet some of the Gloucestershire peasantry enteitoin 
an idea, that, from the favourable or onfayoiDnbie 
Uess<Hning of the white lily, they can g^ss at the 
price, thaA year, of wheat per bushel. A seasoa 
congenial to the growth of one plant may be detri- 
mental to the inerease of anott^r, or ttie villagers 
may have noted sm occasionai occnrrenee, and made 
it a general criterion : however thismav be^ it is cer- 
tain that, from the remarks of several years^ there 
has been a very great irregularity in the nmu^er of 
blossomd produced from the spikes of this plant ; and 
in the years 1820, 21, and 22 (great wheat yeaiis), the 
paucity of its blossooMt afforded no reason to appre- 
haid the decay of a plant, which, in some preceding 
and unfavouraUi^ com seasons* Ui/dic^i^ imsil&x and 
Inxmianee/ 
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To Lilies. 
Where yonder /iltes wanton with the air, 

And no aatnmoal blasts have blown to fade. 

If flow'rs tboa seek'st, a festive wreath to braid, 
Bend thy search thither, thoo wilt find them there ; 
Not hi the arches of the forest, where 

The branching oaks extend nnmoving shade ; 

Of Spring's minnter verdnre disarrayed. 
The earth beyond their twisted roots is bare. 
Save where perchance the Aop, with tendril curled, 
Or tvy, stringed, may seek and twine around 

Some stems amidst the forest chiefs that tower : 
So, in the mightier landscape of the world,' 

The^iwrs ^joy ond love are seldom foand 

At the stern feet of knowledge or of power. 

Sixty-five SonnetSy if^i 

The common jay (corvus glandariusj in this month 
freqaents our gardens, and makes great havock in 
the bean-rows. This bird is remarkable for the 
beauty of the feathers forming the greater coverts of 
his wings : in the other parts of his body, the plimiage 
is plain and sober, and his form heavy and inelegant. 
In general they are extremely wary, cautious birds ; 
but in this season, about which time their brood is 
fledged, their boldness is remarkable. Having once 
tasted of the garden beans, nothing seems to intimi- 
date them, and they persevere in the indulgence of 
this luxury as long as one of the brood or any of the 
crop remains. A parent bird descends from a tree 
into the rows, and soon announces his discovery by 
a low but particular scream, and all the family hasten 
to the plunder : this over, they have no other induce* 
m^it to frequent our dwellings ; the mother returns 
to. the woods with all her chattering children, and 
becomes the same wild and cautious creature as be** 
fore. Many of our birds separate early from their 
brood, as soon as they are able to provide for them^ 
selves; but flie jay and her family associate during 
all the autumn and winter months, and only depart 
to become founders of new establishments. They 
seem very fond of each other's company, and are 
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seldom found at any great distance apart. We see 
them in winter under tall hedges, or on^ the sunny 
sides of woods and copses, seeking for crabs, acorns, 
or the grubs and worms hidden under cow-dung, 
feeding in perfect silence, but so timid and watchful, 
that in this season the sportsman seldom gets near 
fhem. When disturbed, they take shelter in the 
depth of the thicket, and call to each other in a harsh 
and loud voice that resounds through the covert. 
The Welsh call the jay * screch y coed^ the screamer 
of the wood.* They may easily be caught in the gar- 
den with a rat-trap baited with a bean. 

The swarming of bees takes place about the com- 
xnencement of June. 

As Bees, that when the skies are calm and fair, 

lo June, or the beginning of Jaly, 
Launch forth colonial settlers tn the air, 

Konnd, round, and roand-abont, they wbic, they fly, ^ 

Witti eager worry whirling here and there, 

Tliey know not whence, nor whither, where, nor why, 
In utter hurry-scurry, going, coming, 
Maddening the summer air with ceaseless hnmtning; 

Till the strong frying-pan's energetic jangle 

With thrilling thrum their feebler hum doth drown. 

Then passive and appeased, they droop and dangle, 
Clinging together close, and clustVmg down, / 

Linked in a multitndiuous living tangle 
Like an old tassel of a dingy brown } 

The joy All farmer sees, and spreads his hay, 

And reckons on a settled sultry day. 

WHItTLlCRAVT. 

Ode of the most interesting scenes in June, is, ia 
its perfect state, the angfler's may-fly (ephemera vul- 
gata)y which appears about the 4tb, and continues 
nearly a fortnight. It emerges from the water, where 
it passes its aurelia state, about six in the evenings 
and dies about eleven at night. There are also tbd 
golden-greeo beetle (scarabceus auratusj ; various 
kinds of flies ; the cuckoo*spit insert {dcada spt/r- 
maria), and the stag-beetle {lucanu$ <^rvu$). The 
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several species of the gad-fly (mstrus bwis — equi^ 
and 01719), tibe ox, horse, and sheep gad-fly, make 
their appearance in Jnne^ . 

The innnmerable species of insects that are called 
into life by the heat in this month, ^afford a neyer- 
failing source of amusement and instruction to the 
admirer of Nature's minutest works. Many of Uiese 
are^ only discoverable by the microscope, and are 
eminently worthy of our observation. 

Hie grasshopper makes his appearance in ibis 
month. The foUowiug stanzas, by a poet of the se- 
venteenth century, are written witn much fancy, spi- 
rit, and (what we do not often find in poets of Love- 
lace*s time) a feeling and observation of nature : — 

Oh, thoQ that swing'st apon the saving hair 

Of some well*fill«d oaten beard, . 
Drank ev'ry night with a delicious tear 

Dropped thee from heaven, where now thoaVt reared; 

The joys of earth and air are thine entire, 

That with thy feet and wings dost hop and fly ; 

And, when thy poppy works, thou dost retire 
To thy carved acorn-bed to lie. 

Up with the day, the Son thou welcom'st then, 

Sport'st in tlie gilt-plats of his beams, 
And all these merry days mak'st merry men. 

Thyself, and melancholy streams, 

Bat ah, the sickle I golden ears are cropped ; 

Ceres and Bacchns bid good night ; 
Sharp frosty fingers all yonr flowers have topped. 

And what scythes spared, winds shave offqnite. 



' There are a great many insects which enjoy being only for a 
single day ; which, having come into life with the advancing, leave 
it again with the descending sun. There are others, again, whose 
period of life is extended to a season ; over whom spring, and sum- 
mer, and autumn pass, and they are known no more. Man is a be- 
ing, not, indeed, of a day or of a single season ; yet, in all the succes- 
sive stages of his existence, in his progression, perfection, and decay, 
the similarity of his destiny is obvious and striking. The life of the 
insect is that of man in miniature. There is a morning, a noonday^ 
and an evening ; a spring, a summer, and an autumn, in the limited 
biography of both.— Gi/lesjKe on the SeatonSy p. 81. 
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Poor Terdant fool ! and now, green ice, thy joys 
Large and as lasting as thy perch of grass, 

Bid us lay in 'gainst winter, rain, and poise 
Their floods with an o*erflowing glass. 

The fern-owl may be seen about the middle of flie 
month, in the evening, among the branches of oaks, 
in pursuit of its favourite repast, the fern-chaffer 
{scarabiBus soUtitialwJ. 

Mackerel (scomber scomber) are taken in abtind- 
ance this month. 

The several kinds of com come into ear and flk>wer 
in June, as well as most of the numerous species of 
grasses. See T.T. for 1818, p. 206, for an account 
of the various kinds of wheat; and p. 150 for a de- 
scription of the grasses. 

Gooseberries, currants, and strawberries, now be- 
gin to ripen. 

The hay-harvest commences about the end of the 
month, in the southern and midland parts of the 
kingdom. About this time, also, birds cease their 
notes. 

The rural ceremony of sheep-shearing usually takes 
place in June, and was formerly celebrated with 
much innocent pastime. A dinner was provided, 
with music and songs, and a shepherd-king was 
elected, an office always conferred upon the indivi- 
dual whose flock had produced the earliest lamb. 
Of a Spanish sheep-shearing, a pretty account is 
given by Fhrian, in his charming ' Estelle! of 
which, for the benefit of our English readers, we give 
a translation, — and, to show our gallantry to our fair 

correspondents, we insert the version of E : 

' Having seated themselves in a circle, the shearers 
commence their operations ; and the clinking of the 
shears, the songs of the young shepherdesses, and the 
joyful shouts of the whole community, do not inter- 
rupt the sound of the bagpipe, to which they who 
have no sheep are dancing. A little farther on are 
a few healthy young men exercising themselves in 
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leoping, wresdipgj &c. ; others upon little horses^ as 
swift as stags, dispute the prise in racing; while a 
few, with a mallet made of the wood of the seryice- 
tree, are healing in the air balls of box-wood. 
Some of the shepherds quit their employment to join 
the shepherdesses in the dance; while the little girls 
in their absence seize their heavy scissars, and with 
a weak and unaccustomed hand clip the wool from 
the .end of the tail, fearing to offend the sheep 
by making further advances. At length the hour 
of refreshment arrives; and all run to secure a 
place round a large table, crowned with every thing 
the country affords. Happiness and sobriety always 
preside at these festivals. The rich bear the ex-* 
p^Eise, and the poor do the honours of the table. 
Husbands and lovecs are seated by the side of tiieir 
wives and mistresses; mothers are talking of the 
prizes their sons have just gained, and the old men 
are narrating stories of ' olden tyme ;' while the 
yoimg shepherds are amusing themselves with sing- 
ing new songs. The perfumes of the beautiful nose- 
gayis give an additional zest to tibe wine which 
sparkles in their glasses, and cheers, but not ine- 
briates. All are contented, all are happy, and the 
day is spent in work, love, and pleasure. — In the 
evttiing, after the wool has been carried to the vil- 
lage, Qxey .all assemble under an old poplar, whose 
trunk lies surrounded by a double border of turf, and 
which has been consecrated to this use for more 
than a century. Under its branches are seated the 
old men, holding a young lamb, decorated with ri- 
bands and garlands of flowers, the prize allotted to 
the best singer.' 

, Various species of veronicas and speedwells are 
now seen wi& their blue flowers ; together with the 
sweet and fragrant honeysuckle (lonicera pericly^ 
menum), admired by aJl for tihe charms which it im- 
parts to the rural walk. The gum cistus tribe shed 
daily ttieir abundant flowers^ covering the ground 

Q 
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.wi& tbe most delicate blossoms* The heaths Imgin 
to shiQe in all .th^ir glory, throughout this and tbe 
i^Ceeeding montb,. giving life and gaiety to bleak and 
sterile tracts. The onion tribe, the junci, or rushes, 
ihe carices, and many of the umbelliferous tribe, 
now show their blossoms ; as, the wild carrot, the 
seeds of which are gratefully aromatic, and the tea 
an excellent medicine. The coriander {coriandrum), 
distinguished from the caraway fcctrumj by the 
giobulHir form of its seeds, the parsnip, tiie fennel, 
«nd a variety of others of Ihe same tribe; the pton- 
taga or plantain ; the dogberry tree (comas san-- 
guinea), the true love, the sedum acre, or wall pep- 
per, which grows when suspended by the roots ; the 
salvia eerbenaca, wild clary or sage ; and ttie vale- 
riana officinalis, or great wild yalerian, are now in 
flower. The flower de luce, or iris, also shines in 
the garden: the structure of its pistils is particularly 
worthy of attention; it has an elegant, faint, yet 
exquisite scent. 

The trees, particularly the laurels and evergreens, 
now make their second or midsummer shoots ; and^ the 
acacia at lengtUi puts out its elegant light and bright 
foliage, and its tassels of white papilionaceous 
flowers, which emulate the orange in scent. 

The maritime plants which flower this month are^ 
the sea-barley (hordeum maritimumj, sulphur-wort 
(pucedanum officinale), and loose sedge (carex dis^ 
tans), in salt marshes ; the sea-plantain (plantago 
maritima), among rocks on the sea-coast ; and slen- 
der-leaved buffonia (buffonia tenuifoliaj, and the 
tassel pond- weed fruppia maritimaj, in saltwater 
ditches. To these may be added, the common alka-- 
net (anchusa offidnalisj, the narrow-leaved pepper- 
wort {lepidum ruderak), and the Roman nettle fur- 
tica pilulifera), in sea wastes ; the black salt-wort 
rglaux marithnaj, on mnddy shores; the sea chick- 
weed (arenaria peploides),. sjid the common sea- 
rocket (btmias cakile), on sandy shores; and the 
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fherfoliate oabbage {brassica arientaUs) among mar^ 
timerocka. a. . 

In our Nataialist'd DiBxy for January X8^/,p][^*. 
aO-23, we offered some remark3 on. CaleM^ar^.qf 
Fhra, and on tke study of Botany : the latter sul^je^f^ 
was contintted in our Diary for Jtme of ttiat y^^ft 
(p. 179X and at p. 181 we took occasion to re^opi*, 
mend to our readers a most excellent guidq or intro- 
duction to the study of botany' : we have now fh^, 
pleasure of .naming another work.by the same iQg§- 
nious author^ of which we can give an equally fa- 
Toorable report. The comprehensive title of; the 
book will best explain its nature and. pxetensiqus 2 
^ JSorttis AnglicuM ; or, the Modem English Gardeq ; 
containing -a familiar Description of all the Plp-i^ta 
which are cultivated in the Clunate of Great Brit^ti^s 
either for Use or Ornament, and of a Selection ffi^tn 
the established Favourites of the Stove and .Gr^e^^ 
house ; arranged according to the System of liinn^pi^^] 
with Remarks on the Properties of ihe more Wua^^ 
ble Species/ \l ;ii ,/ 

In promotion of the study of Botany in theffli(& 
land counties of England, we take this opportnoj^ 
of naming Mr. T. Pu Eton's 'Midland Flora} ts 
a Botanical Description of British. Plants in !th^ 
Midland Counties^ partictdarly of those in the Nelijg^ 
bourhood of Alcester; with occasional Notes and 
Observations: to which is prefixed a short IntroduQr 
tion to the Study of Botany, and to the Knowledge .of 
the principal natural Orders*' The author of this 
book is, we undeistand, a Surgeon, at Alcester, Mid 
it is highly creditable to his botanical kn6wledge,iE^ 
well as to his good ta^te in selecting this useful study 
as: a. relaxation from the duties of a laborious. pM^ 
fession. It were much to be wished that works .^t^ 
similar nature, equally well executed, were Inore 

r— — ^— — ■ ; rrr^ 

* The BritUh Botanist s with sixteen most beautifully execute^ 
platei (Riyingtons), '** - 
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mimeroas ; as, by sach means^ a number of the moie 
wimuie vegetables might be detected, and the econo- 
my and uses of those which have been abeady dis- 
covered might be better known. This work is very 
handsomely printed on fine paper, and does hononr 
to the provincial press: but we are not surprised at 
HiiB^Stratford'Upim'Jvon was the birth-place of 
our immortal Shakspeare. In the Preface to the 
Midland Flora, the author has made some very sen- 
iible observations on the ' Study of Botany/ with 
which we shall conclude our account of his useful 
and elegant volumes. 

'The Study of Botany/ says Mr. Purton, 'has 
been for some years on die decline among my fair 
countrywomen. One cause of this may have been 
fhe terms and exjpressions used in systems of botany ; 
to which there is certainly a much stronger objec- 
tion, than the harshness of their sounds to a lady's 
ear. It has been the author's peculiar care in &e 
foUowing work to remove this impediment, by stu- 
diously avoiding whatever might o&nd that delicacy, 
which is so justly the ornament of the female mind. 
Catching a uttle of the spirit of the times, he pire- 
somes to offer to the public '' a reform in the study 
of botany;" and hopes again to see this fascinating 
and very useful branch of Natural History resume 
m place in female education. It is now become 
essentially necessary, by Act of Parliament, that 
every student in medicine should possess a compe- 
tent knowledge . of botany. The interest which a 
ccimmon walk in the fields receives from '' the pur- 
suits of botany'' will be considerably increased, 
wben a lady discovers that she can assist a friend or 
m relative in his studies, by discovering for him the 
habitat of a plant, or its natural residence in its 
wfld state. 

< To work a refonn in the tastes and amusements of 
the rising generation, they must be conducted into a 
better channel; in the place of the frivolous and the 
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Tain, they mast be supplied with useful and interesting 
pursuits. Where csttftby^ife bd'a more rational em- 
ployment^ more conducive to health, or more inno- 
cent, than the sturdy of botany t ' If the Midland Flora 
dioxtld add to the iniiocent pleasures of the riidng 
generafion, or should aid the progress of the me<fi- 
cal student in the science of botany, it will be a 
•sufficient reward to the author. 

* In order to acquire a thorough knowledge of any 
science, it is absolutely necessary that we enter into 
the practical part. We must acquaiht ourselves 
with the very minutiae of the principles upon which 
it is founded, or our labour will avail but little. 
This particularly holds j^ood in the study of botany. 
Unless the most minute attention be paid to the gene- 
ric as well as specific diflferences of plants, those 
nice distinctions on whi^h the Linndean mode of clas- 
sification is grounded, the student will soon be lost 
in a maze of difiBculties, and may be tenipted to re- 
linquish a pursuit which. appears so intricate' and 
perplexing. However, let him not. be discouraged. 
The more the science of botany is cultivated, the 
more useful will it be to mankiiid. While it widens 
the rang9 of human knowledge, it Increases our 
enjoyments ; and, what is of no sms^l) moment, the 
study of these His *' lowliest works" will teach us to 
look up with gratitude and admiration to Him whose 
care is over all his works, ^'Jftram the cedar that is in 
Lebanon^ even utitb the hpssdp that springefh out of 
the walV* Thus may botany be a means of exciting 
in us ideas which may lead to mored and teligious 
consequences ; and pave the way to those higher 
advances fn piety, which are the very threshold 
and vestibule of tliehappihej^sbf heaven V . 

— ^— • — — ■ . ■ * _' ' .!.]'' I'r ! ■.■ ; 

.1^^ Appetia^M. the MtdU^mwa^ cUeflyrrelatiilg.to MrmOi 
Fvf^ has bVen lately pttb^ished in two'yo),um«a^ of which. s»ai«i|0- 
tie« win be giVenm our Biarf'forr November. 

- '.^ V ' ■•.^>'^- ^n \'''' •-"' • ' • 
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THIS word is derived from the Latin Julius, flie 
smmame of C. Caesar, the dictator^ who was bom in 
it. Mark Anthony first gave to this month the name 
of July, which was before called Quintilis, as being 
the fifth month in the year, in the old Roman caleor 
der established by Romulus. 

In JULY 1823. 
2.— VISITATION OF THE BLESSBD VIRGIN MARY* 

This festival was first instituted by Pope Urban 
VI, in commemoration of that remarkable journey 
which fhe Mother of our Lord took into the mount- 
ains of Judasa, in order to visit the mother of St. 
John the Baptist. 

The ViROiif. 
Mother! whose virgin bosom was nncrost 
With the least shade of thought to sm allied $ 
Womaii ! above all women glorified, 
Oar taiBted mitnre's solitary boast | t 

Purer than loam on central ocean tost! 
Brighter than eastern skies at daybreak strewn 
Witii fkttded roses, than the nnblemished noon 
Before her wane begun on Heaven's bine coast; 
Thy Image fiUls to eartlw Yet some* I ween, 
Not unforgiven the snppliant knee might bend, 
As to a visiUe Power, in which did blend 
All that was mixed and reconciled in Thee 
Of mother^ love with maiden pnrity. 
Of high with low, celetfial mik terrene I 

WORDSWORTH. 

*3. 1822.— DB. JOHN &BID MBD, 

Well known as a popular Lecturer on flie Theory 
and Practice of Medicine, and as the author of the 
Medical Reports in fhe Monthly Magazine, for some 
years past, ' He also wrote 'an Account rf the 
Savage Youth of Avignon, 12mo, 1801 ;' ^ a Treatise 
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<m Consnmptioiiy Sro, 1806 ;' and some eleniifly pen- 
ned and interesting ' Essays on Hypocnondriasis, 
and othei Affections^ Svo, 1822/ 

3. — irOG-DAYS BEGIN. 

These are a certain number of days before and 
after the heliacal rising of Canicula, or the dog-star, 
in the morning. The dog-days in our modem Ahna- 
nacks occupy the time fi^m July 3d to August 11th;. 
the name being applied now^ as it was formerly, to 
the hottest time of the year. 

4.— TRANSLATIOK OP SAINT MA&Tf N. 

This day was appointed to commemorate the re^ 
moyal or translation of St. Martin's body from one 
tomb to anoUier much more noble and magnificent; 
an honour conferred upon the deceased saint by 
Peq^etuus, one of his succeissors in the see of 
Tours. 

7. — THOMAS A BBGKBT. 

This haughty prelate was bom in London, in the 
year 1119, and was the son of GUbert, a merchant, 
and Matilda, a Saracen lady, who is said to have 
fsdlen in loye with him when he was a prisoner to 
hsr &ther in Jemsalem. Thomas received the first 
part of his education at Merton Abbey in Suney, 
whence he went to Oxford, and afterwards studied 
at Paris. In 1159, he made a campaign with King 
Henry to Toulouse, having in his own pay 1200 
horse, besides a retinue of 7YK) knights or gentiemen. 
— For furtherparticulars respecting Becket we refer 
to T. T. for rei4, pp. 166-172; for 1«15, p. 220; 
and for 1822, p. 198. 

15.— SAINT SWITHIN. 

Swithin was promoted to holy orders by Hebnstan, 
Bidiop of Winchester, at whose death, in 652, King 
Ethelwolf granted him the see. In this he continued 
eleven years, and died in 868. For some remains 
on the popular saying respecting St. Swithin, see our 
former volumes. 
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♦— .. CORNISH OAaNiVAL.— iSee T. 7. /or 1823^ 
p. 193, ■ 

*19. 1821.— KING GEORGR IV CROWNED. 

Some interesting particulars of this august cere- 
mony will be found in our last volume, pp. ld4-206. 
This description our friends maj peruse, either 
before or after they have visited ^ Mr. Aston Barker* s 
splendid and accurate Panorama of the Procemon/ 

20. — SAINT MARGARET. 

She was born at Antioch, and was the daughter of 
a Paganpriest. Olybius, president of the East, un- 
der the Romans, wished to many her; but JGnding 
that Margaret was a Christian, he postponed' his in- 
tended nuptials until he could prevail on her to 
renounce her religion. Our saint, however, was in- 
flexible, and was first tortured, and then beheaded, 
in the year 278. 

A beautiful dramatic poem on the subject of this 
martyrdom has lately appeared from the pe^ of Mr. 
MiLMAN, which we strongly recommend to the notice 
of our readers. As a fair specimen of this interest- 
yig piece, we shall select the Christian Hymn, sung 
by &e people of Antioch, immediately after tbe ex* 
ecuficm of Margttret; when they bore away her body 
in triumph. 

Chustiaji Hymh. 

SiDf to' the Lord ! let hvp, aBd late, and voioe 
Up^to the expanding gates of Heaven rejoice, 

While the bright Martyrs to their rest are borne; 
Sing to the Iiord f their blood-totained course is ran^ ' 
And every head its diadem hath won, - ' . 

Rich as the pnrple of the summer morn; . 
Sing the triumphant champions of their God, 
While bum their mounting feet along their skjr-ward road. 

Sins to the Lord ! for her in Beauty's prime' - 
Snatched from this wintVy earth's ongenial clime. 

In the eternal spring of Paradise to bloom'; 
' For tier' the 'world displayed its brightest treasure,' 
And tlie aiM^pistoted wttlk4iie songs of pieasdre^ 
Before earth's throne she chose the lowly toml|^| 
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Tfa« vale of tears with willing footsteps trod, 
Bearing her cross with thee, iDcamate Son of God I 

Sing to the Lord ! it b not shed in Tain, 
The blood of martyrs! from its freshening rain 

EBgh springs the Church lilie some fonnt-shadowing palm ; 
The nations crowd beneath its branching shade, 
'Of ks green leaves ue kingly diadems made. 

And, wrapt within its deep embosoming calrn^ 
Earth sinks to slumber Uke the breeseless deep, 
And war's tempestuous vultures fold their wings and sleep. 

Sing to the Lord ! no more the Angels fly 
Far in the bosom of the stainless sky, 

The sound of fierce licentious sacrifice. 
From shrined alcove, and stately pedestal, 
The marble gods in cumbrous ruin fall, 

Headless in dust the awe of nations lies ; 
Jove's tbutader crambles in his mouldering hand. 
And mute as sfputchres the hymnless temples stand* 

Sing to the Lord I from damp prophetic cave 
No more the loose-haired Sybils burst and rave ; 

Nor watch the augurs pale the wandering bird : 
No more on hill or in the murky wood. 
Mid frantic shout and dissonant music rude, 

In human tones are wailing victims heard ; 
Nor fathers by the reeking altar stone 
Cowl their dark heads t' escape their children's dying groaiu 

Sing to the Lord ! no more the dead are laid 
In cold despair beneath the cypress shade. 

To sleep th' eternal sleep^ that knows no mom : 
There, eager still to burst death's brazen bauds, 
The Angel of the Resurrection stands ; 

While, on its own immortal pinions borne, 
Following the Breaker of th' emprisoning tomb. 

Forth springs the exulting soul, and shakes away its gloom. 

• 

Sing to the Lord ! the desert rocks break out. 
And the thronged cities, in one gladdening shout; 

The farthest shores by pilgrim step explored ; 
Spread all your wings, ye winds, and waft around. 
Even to the starry cope's pale waning bound. 

Earth's universal homage to the Lord : 
Lift up thine head, imperial Capitol, 
Proud on tl|y height to see the bannered cross nmroU* 

Shgg to the Lord ! when time itself shall cea8e» 
And final rain's desolating pe«ice 
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Enwrap this wide and restless world of man ; 
Wben the Judge rides upon th' enthroning wind. 
And o'er all generations of mankind 

Eternal Vengeance waves its winnowing fan ; 
To vast Infinity's remotest space, 
Whiie ages run their everlasting race. 
Shall all the Beatific Hosts prolong. 
Wide as the glory of the Lamb, theLamb^s trimnphant aaftg I 

22. — MARY MAGDAL£N« 

This day was first dedicated to the memory of St. 
Mary Magdalen, by King Edward VI; and in his 
Common Prayer, the Gospel for the day is from St. 
Luke, chap, vii, verse 36. Our reformers, however, 
upon a more strict inquiry, finding it doubtful whe- 
' ther this woman, mentioned in the Gospel, was really 
Mary Magdalen, thought it prudent to discontinue 
the festival. 

25.— SAINT JAMBS. 

James was sumamed the Great, either on account 
of his age, being esteemed older than the other /ames, 
or for some particular honour conferred upon him by 
our Lord. He was by birth a Galilean, and partner 
with Peter in fishing, from which our Lord called 
him to be one of his disciples : Mark i, 19, 20. Of 
his ardent zeal, no other proof is necessary than his 
becoming the victim of Herod Agrippa. 

The Spaniards esteem James their tutelar saint ; 
and the lower orders of the people in London gorge 
themselves with oysters on this day, let them be good 
or bad, and the weather hot or cold : the children 
of these gourmands, however, are contented with the 
shells, with which they erect grottos, illuminated by 
an inch of rushlight ; and to defray the expenses of 
this infantine celebration, they do not cease to beg 
halfpence of the passengers. This file of the oysters, 
although it is said to come but once a year^, lasts 

> * I am inclined to believe,' flays Don Leucadio Doblado,-in his 
Letters from Spain, * thai the iUwnmated grott^i of €y$ter.8heU9f for 
which the London children beg about the streets, are th'e representa« 
tives of some Catholic emblem, which had its day as a snbstitttte for 
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for some weeks^ to the great annoyance of those who 
pedestrianise in the streets of lioodon in the months 
of August and September : a rare occupation, let us 
hope, for such as think wifli tiie writer, — ^who 
would as iSoon be caught in a thunder-storm on the 
top of Snowdon,-— or pass a night in the Catacombs 
of Paris, among the skulls and bones of departed 
millions. 

26.— SAINT ANNB. 

She was the mother of the Virgin Mary, and the 
wife of Joachim her father. Her festival is cele- 
brated by the Latin church. 



^fiitronotntcal ^mtrrenee^ 

In JULY 1823. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Leo at 57 m. after 6 in the after- 
noon of the 23d of this month; he will also be 
visibly eclipsed in .the morning of the 8th. This, 
however, will be but a very partial obscuration, as 
the following particulars sufBciently show : 

m. «. 

Beginning of the eclipse . . . 13 49 after 5 in the morning. 

Middle. 27 2 

Visible conjunction .... 24 41 

End of the eclipse . .... 40 37 

Total duration 26 38 

Digits eclipsed 21' 23''. 

The San likewise rises and sets, during this month, 
as in the following 

■ t 

a more classical idol. I was struck in London with the similarity of 

the plea which the children of both countries |irge in order to obtain 

a balQ>enny. The <' it is but once a year," often reminded me of the 

La Cruz de Mayo que no come »t bebe en todo el a$iQ, 

The -Cross of May 

Remember pray, 

Which fasts a year and feasts a day.' 
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TABLE 

Cfthe Sun's Rising and Setting far every fifth Day. 

July l8t. Sun rises 46 m. after 3. Sets 14 m. after 8 

6th, .-.49---3 11 ---8 

lltb, --. 52---3 8---8 

16th, ---67 ---3 3-. -8 

2l8t, -..3---4 57 ---7 

"26th, -.-10 ---4 a0---7 

31st, ... 18 - - - 4 42 - - - 7 

Equation of Time. 
Many occasions occur in which it is necessary to 
reduce apparent into true or mean time, and the con- 
trary; and for this purpose the equation is computed, 
and is to be used for the present month as directed 
in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Tuesday, July Ist, to the time hy the dial<uU 3 15 

Sunday - - - . 6th, .--4 11 

Friday ^^ - 11th, 4 59 

Wednesday - - 16th, -535 

Monday - - - - 2l8t, 658 

Saturday - - - 26th, 6 8 

Thursday - - - dlst, •----6 3 

Lunar Phbnombna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

Last Quarter, Ist day, .at 31 m. past 1 afternoon 
Kew Moon - - 8th - - 40 - - - 6 morning 
First Quarter 16th --21--- 1--- 
Full Moon -- 23d «-28---3--- 
Last Quarter, 30th - - 50 - - - 10 at night. 

Total Eclipse of the Moon. 
The Moon will be totally eclipsed early in the 
morning of July 23d, when she will descend below 
the western horizon, involved in total obscurity, 
which is thus described by the poet: — 

The silver Moon is all o*er blood, 
A settling crimson stains her beauteous face. 

The following are the particular circumstances at- 
tending this phenomenon: — 
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•••••••••••a 



••••••4 



Beginniiig of the eclipse •...•.••• 29 56 after 1 morning 
Beginning of toUl darkness .... 36 40 2 

Middle of eclipse ....« 26 3 8 

Ecliptic conjunction ..^ 28 4 8 

Moon sets totally eclipsed 10 3 4 

Total darkness ends 16 26 4 ..., 

Eclipse ends 22 10 d .•.•.••...•• 

Whole duration of the eclipse Sh. 52 m. 14«. 

. Digits eclipsed 18o lO' 50" from the north 

side of the earth's shadow. 

Moan's Passage over the Meridian. 

Hie Moon will pass the first meridian of tibis coim- 
try at the following times this months which v[iU 
afford favourable opportunities for observaticMiy if 
the atmosphere be clear; yiz. 

July 2d, at 17 m- after 6 in the morning 

3d, ••• 7 .t. 7 

16th, ... 57 •• 6 in the evening 

('to, ••• 40 •••.••«••• ' ••••4. ••••.«.. ...... 

18th, ...36 8 

19th, ... 27 9 at night 

20th, ... 17 10 ............ 

21st, ... 6 11 

22d, ...53 11 ............ 

Phenomena Planbtabum. 

Phases of Venus. 
The proportional phases of this planet^ at the be- 
giiming of this months will be as follow; viz. 

i«i«. 1-4. /Illuminated part = 7»558 digits 
•^^^y^'*>i Dark part ..:... =2-442 

Eclipses of Jupiter^s Satellites. 
There will only be one eclipse of these satellites 
yisible at the Royal Observatory this months and that 
will be of the first; the emersion taking place at 
5 m. 51 s. after 3 in the morning of the 19&. 

Form of Saturn's Ring. 

T 1 1 « / Transverse axis 1*000 
July l»t,^(.^^^^^^ ^^jg _ Q.43Q 

R 
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TABLE . 

Qf the TrUmsUi and Meridional Altitudei^of the 
Planets. . 



Isi 



7th 



13ih 19th 2Sth 







TRAH8ITS. 










h. m. 


h.m. 


h, f». 


h. m. 


h» m. 


Mercury 


11 16 nwr. 


10 46 


10 34 


10 35 


10 49 


Venus 


3 Iqft, 


3 1 


3 1 


2 59 


2 57 


Mars 


10 31 mdr. 


10 14 


W 7 


10 1 


9 54 


Jupiter 


10 54 mor. 


10 35 


10 17 


9 58 


9 39 


Saturn 


8 36 mor. 


8 14 


7 52 


729 


7 7 


O. Sidus 


6jMr. 


11 40%^ 


11 11 


10 45 


10 24 






MERIDIONAL ALTITUDES. 






Mercury 67014' 


56039' 


58043' 


59^57' 


60043' 


Venus 


54 17 


51 48 


49 9 . 


46 24 


43 »S 


Mars 


61 28 


61 54 


62 12 


62 23 


62 27 


Jupiter 


62 27 


61 31 


.61 34 


61 36 


61 38 


Saturn 


54 15 


54 23 


54 31 


54 37 


54 43 


G. Sidus 


15 


14 59 


14 58 


14 57 


14 56 



Other Phenomena. 

Greorginm Sidus mil be in opposition at a quarter 
part 8 in the InQ|3^ng of the 2d« JMjercnry ^dll be 
stationary on theStb^ and Venus \dll- be in conjunc- 
tion with a, in Leo^ on the 6th, when the planet will 
be 57' north of the star. Mercury will also attain 
his greatest elongation on the 16th. On the follow- 
ing day^ Jupiter and Mars will be in conjunction, 
the former planet being 45|' south of the latter. The 
Moon will likewise be in conjunction with a, in 
Scorpio, at Sd m. after 5 in the afternoon of the 18th, 
and with €teorgium Sidus aid7m;past 9 in the morn- 
ing of the 21st. 

The eclipses of the Sim and IHoon, which happen 
on the 8th and 23d, have already been described. 
Eclipses were, in antient times, always regarded as 
calamitous omenis ; and this superstition is frequently 
alluded to by the poets: it forms the foundation of 
one of the finest similes in Paradise Lost: — 

As when tlie Sun, new risen, 
Looks through the horizontal misty air. 
Shorn of hb beams, or from behkd the Moon, 
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Id dim edi[W«; dlAtftrons twlli|^t diedi « 
On half the Mtioifey aiM ^Ifh feur df '6ttat%^ 
Perplexes luefHHPciii $ dotfce^ed so, yet khoife 
Above them all th'archaii^ 

For the amusement of ovx poetical leaders, we shall 
insert in this place iMt. Worpswohlth's beaotiful 
poem on iho annular Eidipse of the Sim which took 
place in Septembet 1820:-^ 

High on her specnlativfr totrV .;; 
Stood Science, waiting for the hovr 
When Sol vras destined to endnre 
That darkViog of his radiant ^ce 
Which Soperstition strove to chase, 
Erewhile^ with r^tfisiijapare^ 

Afloat tiSenel&tii Itiitt^ ilkie!); 
Through region^ ftir flii Paradise, 
We gidlt pa^tedi-^ttttMhtare wsiMight 
A silent and niaookisd^on tbtoge^ . 
That c(iecked the dfesnltdry ta^e 
Of joy and sprightly thought. > . 
Where'er was dipped the toOlng. oili. 
The waves danced romid ns as* JMore, 
As lightly, thoughof altered hne ^ 
^Mid recent coiSoess,' sucb^ as fallsi 
At noontide from umbrageous walls 
That screen the morning dew. 

No vapour stretched its wings; no cloud 

Cast llir or near a murky shroud ; ' 

The sky an antre field displayed^ '' 

^Twas snnJtgbt sheathed and /gestily chalmed, 

Of all its spariLiiiigtiays disarmed^ 

And as in slumber laid : 

Or something night and day betweeSr ' 
JUke moonshine^-but the hue was green ; 
Still moonshine, without shadot!^, spread 
On jutting roek, and curved shore. 
Where gazed the peasant from his door,^ 
And on the mountain's head. 

It tinged the Julian steeps^it faqr 
Upon Lugano's ample bay; 
The solemniziDg veil was drawn 
O'er villas, terraces, and towers, 
To Albogasio's olive bow'rs, 
Porlena's verdant lawn. 
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Bot Faocy, with the speed of fire. 
Hath fled to Milan's loftiest spire, 
And there alights Ud that aerial host 
Of fif^reSy human and divine, 
White as the snows of Apennine 
Indorated by flrost. 

Awe^ttkken, she beholds th' array 

That guards the Temple night and day; 

Angels she sees that might from heav'n have flown ; . 

And yirgin saints — who not in vain 

Have striv'n by pnrity to gain 

The beatific crown ; 

Far-stretching files concentric ring?, 
Each narrowing above each ; the wings. 
The uplifted palms, the silent marble lips, 
The starry zone of sov'reign height. 
All steeped in this portentous ^ghtl 
All suffering dim eclipse ! 
Thns after man had fhirn (if aught 
These perishable spheres have wrought 
May with that issne be cmnpared) 
Throngs of celestial visages, 
Bark'ning fike water in tiie breeze, 
A holy sadness shared. 

See I wlule I speak, the laboring Sun 
His glad deliverance has began : 
The cypress vraves its sombre plume 
More cheerily; and town and (owV, 
The vhieyard and the olive bowlr. 
Their lustre re^issnme! 

Oh, ye who guard and grace my home, 
While in fiur-distant lan& we roam, 
Enquiring thoughts are turned to you ; 
Does a clear ether meet your eyes? 
Or have black vapours hid the skies 
And mountains from your view f 

I ask in vain— and know fiir less 
If sickness, sorrow, or distress. 
Have spared my dwelling to this hour: 
Sad blindness ! but ordained to prove 
Our Ikith in heav'n's unfailing love 
And aU-couHoUing powV. 
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UEFLECTIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 

The Starry Heavens indisputaUy present' one of 
the most stupendous and magnificent displays of 
Creative Power; and have, in all ages, equally ar- 
rested the attention of the thonghitess^ and 6xeA the 
admiration of the philosopher. Could it be other- 
wise, when infinite powef, infinite wisdom, and infi- 
nite goodness, are displayed in characters so conspi- 
cuous, so attractive, and so brilliant ? Bere the ad- 
mirer of splendour may gaze, unrestrained ancl un- 
satiated ! Here the contemplative mind may range un- 
fettered by system, and unconfined by space ! Here 
the lover of order is more than gratified — is delight- 
ed — by the harmony the heavens present! While the 
devout mind rises above the wonders that are seen^ 
istnd^in reference to tiie Great First Cause, exclaims 
with the enraptured Milton, 

TbyigoodnesB beyond thought, and po^V difine I 

In contemplating those gems of the azure canopy, 
we shall merely present such observations as, we 
tm$t, are calculated to interest and instruct our 
youthful readers. While we thus atteinpt to lead 
them from the frivolities of the passing hour to con- 
template the scene where the celestial orbs for ever 
shine in unborrowed lustre, may the mind, expanded 
hy the subject, imbibe more exaJted ideas of Infinite 
Wisdom and Goodness, and then it will sink into it- 
self with correctied views of -its own importance. 
Nothing is more common than for the ttninstructed 
to reganl this nocturnal display of matchless power 
and unparalleled skill as merely designed to light 
their wandering feet across this speck of earth; but 
let such reflect, that they are thus cherishing their 
own vanity, by entertaining debasing views of the In- 
effiible Creator ! To these the poet presents an insttuc- 
tive bat a hnmbling lesson :— 

r2 
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And ctost thon tfainkypoor worn/! these orbs of light| 

In nie immeiiBey in number infinitej 

Vere made for tbee alone— to twinkle in thy sight? 

Fnninptnons mortnll can thy nenres descry 

How fiur from thee tb^ roll, from thee how high? 

With all thy boasted knowledge, canst thon see 

Their varioos beauty, order, harmony? 

If not — then sore they were not made for thee. ba&£B. • 

When^ on a bright evenings we survey the heavens, 
and see these sparkling luminaries above and around 
us, they at first appear to be merely fixed points; but 
when me observation is continued for a short period, 
they are successively seen in various places. As 
their relative distances remain the same, and they all 
advance towards the^ west, we soon perceive that 
their motions are of the same kind as those of the 
Sun and the Moon. They are seen to rise succes* 
sively one after another, in a determinate order; to 
pass over the sky ; and then set, each in its order and 
in its peculiar position. Some of the stars, however, 
never reach the horizon, but continually describe 
circles round the pole. This phenomenon depends 
upon the position of the observer ; for when he is at 
the equator, they all appear to rise and set; and, 
w^re he situated at either of the poles of the earth, 
he would see them all describing circles completely 
round him, parallel to the horizon, and consequently 
never descending below it. At every position between 
these points, some of the stars constantly rise and set, 
others as uniformly complete their revolutions with 
quitting the visible hemisphere. When we are sup* 
posed to be at the equator, the poles of the heavens 
are situated in the horizon; but as we advance in* 
to either hemisphere, the pole which we approach 
becomes more and more elevated, and its altitude 
is always equal to the latitude of the place of obser* 
vation. To an inhabitant of London, for instance, 
the elevation of this point, which is the North Pole, 
is 51^ Sr ;. and numbers of stars are consequently to 
be seen which never reach the horizon. 
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To have correct ideas of the sensations arising 
from the appearances of the heavenly bodies, it 
dionld be observed that they became visible oaly by 
the luminous rays they transmit. When one of -these 
bodies is observed^ the rays proceeding from the 
opposite sides of its disk intersect each other in the 
eye of the observer^ and form there a certain angle. 
It is the arc which measures this angle that deter- 
mines the apparent diameter of the object. By this, 
means it is that the apparent magnitudes of the Sun^ 
Moon, and planets, are measured ; but as the fixed 
stars do not offer such a regular disk as to enable the 
eye to appreciate their contour, they appear only as 
brSDiant points in the sky: they, however, retain 
constantly the same mutual arrangement and the same 
order, always rising and setting at the same points of 
the horizon, without any perceptible difference, ex.- 
cept after long intervals of time. The planets are 
readily distinguished from the fixed stars by the want 
of permanency in their relative positions; for, ttiough 
tiiey rise and set like the stars, it may rea^y be per- 
ceived, after the lapse of a few days, that tibese po- 
sitions have changed : they no longer appear to ac- 
company the same stars, nor rise and set at the same 
points of the horizon. 

Astronomy teaches that the Sun is the centre of 
the system to which our Earfli belongs, and that he 
diines by his own light : the Moon, and all the pla- 
netary bodies, also belong U> the sanie system, and 
revolve round him as their commim centre. By the 
effects of this motion, in conjunction witii their aiH 
parent ms^pitude, their distance from the Sun and 
the Earth are computed ; but as the fixed stars are 
not included in this system, and are so remote that 
the rays proceeding from the opposite sides.of their 
disks do not form an angle at the eye of the observer 
that can, be measured, neither their magnitudes nor 
distances can be made the subjects of calculation. 
Various circumstances^ however, concur to prove 
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tiiat the stars^ like the i^an, shine 1>y CKeit own light, 
mid their distance from the Earth is estimated by its 
Telocity. Light moves kt the rate 6f about tweTve 
IBiillions of miles a minute ; and such is the umaasing 
distance of the stars supposed to be^ that it is three 
years in passing iVom the nearest of them to the 
Earth. 

The light of the i^tars is^ to the nated eye, gene- 
telly white, bein^ too faint to excite the idea of any 
particular colour; but when it is concentrated by 
mge speculuids, it appears of yartotri^ hues. To the 
teked eye^ indeed, some of 'the istars are a litQe 
l^der than the others. All of them liare more or 
less scintillation or twinkling in their appearance, 
the <^aase of which has not been fully ascertained ; 
but it has been tiiought to be an effect of the atmo- 
sphere, as in some climates, where the air is remark- 
ably pure and serene, the scintillation is greatly di* 
minisbed. The number of stars that can be seen by 
the naked eye at once, is seldom; much above a 
fliotisahd, though, ff'om their twifikling, and the ihdis* 
tiHCt manner in ^^hich they are TieWed, ttey appear 
to be almost infinite. The whole number* that eaii 
be embraced by the eye, taking in both hemispheres, 
is supposed to exceed 3000 ; but when they are view** 
M through high magnifying telescopes their nuinber 
becomes so imm^nsdy iticreased^ as to j dstiff tihe con* 
elusion of considering them almost^ if not altogether; 
Without limits. Dr. H^^hel was of ojiinion ^tliat 
Ibe Mflky-way consists of an assemblage of stars too' 
remote to be singly seen, but so closely disposed as 
to give a luminous appearance to that part of the 
heavens. On directing his large tetescope to thisr 
part of the heavens, he has observed an immense 
number of stars pass'the field of view in a* fe9irtni<^ 
nut^. If the appearance of the heavens on a fine 
winter's night, when th6 sky is peifeofly clear, justi- 
fied the {loet in representing the myHads of stars as 
baffling the utmost powers of calculation^ how much 
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more the reality when viewed through the most per^ 
feet instrument which human skill and ingenuity has 
devised! 

To count their nnmbers, were to connt the sands 
That ride in whirlwinds the parched Lybian air. 

ARMStRONG. 

[To be continued.] 

CJe jtatutalttit'0 3Biatp 

Fw JULY 1823. 

Silence girt the woods; no warbling tongne 

Talked to the Echo 

Only the curled streams soft chidings kept; 
And little gales that from the greene leafe swept 
Dry Snmmer's dust, in fearefuU whisp'rings stirred. 
As loth to waken any«singing bird. 

SuMMBR may be said to begin with this month* 
How delightful to the admirer of Nature is a morn- 
ing ramble at this season^ before the heats of the 
day are felt ! ' Do you know what you lose (we ask 
in the language of a popular modem writer') ' by 
spending those hours in sleep which might be de- 
voted to the most pleasing and most substantial 
enjoyment? * Only recollect the peculiar fascina- 
tions of the morning. Think upon the feelings 
which they are calculated to excite. Picture to 
yourself — (and if you imagine I have painted in too 
glowing colours, rise to-morrow and comps^re it with 
the reality, and if there be one tint too vivid, one 
touch too flattering, destroy the painting, and forget 
tiie artist,) — picture to yourself a summer morning. 
The Sun rising in all his native majesty, shedding 
his beams with a gentle influence^ which, whilst it 
predicts their increasing power, teaches us to value 
their present mildness ; every object^ as it catches 
the first rays of " the powerful king of day,*' appear- 
ing to smile at his approach; the lengthened sha- 
dows that shoot across the meadow^ slowly dimi- 

* letters on Early Rising, 12mo, ilwrd tdition. (Taylor and Heasey.) 
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nisliing as lie advances. The clouds^ that seemed 
to check his early progress^ gradually yielding to his 
growing might, and, ^^ illumined with fluid gold/' dis^ 
appearing amid '^ the kindling azure/' The glisten- 
ing dewdrops, ** stars of morning/' impearling every 
leaf. Vegetation clothed in a richer verdure, and 
the variegated flowers in livelier hues. The groves 
resounding with the melody of the feathered tribes, 
who appear susceptible of gratitude for the return 
of tibe opening day. Whilst every animal is in mo- 
tion, and seems to feel a new satisfaction in the 
exercise of its active powers and the revival of its 
capacities for enjoyment.' 

Another modem author affords us the following 
accurate and beautiful pictui;^ of early mom. ' How 
delicious is the prime of the morning ! It is to a 
summer's day what the spring is to the year^, or 
childhood to human life. The dew hangs, like a 
bk^siiigi ou the glittering leaves; and the mists are 
fisin^ from the grass, like the smoke of an accepta- 
ble sa^crifice, steaming up to the heavens. Hark 
to tha$e heifers cropping the crisp herbage, I kiioVr 
of DO sound more purely pastoral: it is as refreshing 
to aoeltr sick of the talk of towns, as a draught of 
ice-cold water is to a parched palate ! And how 
aweetiy it meets and harmonises with the rich mor 
lCH0y that comes dow9 from yonder mounting lark! 
Here are ^b other sounds stirring ; — for the Sun ha$ 
not yet awak^ed the breezes — the bee is still wrap^ 
ped in. its honey-Jieavy slumbers, -and the *^ hum of 
laen" is a thing of naemory only/ 
; To tbesei descriptions we add a ' Sun-Rise,* from 
thepallet of that master-painter. Lord Byron:-— 

Tbe 4ay ai last bos broken. . • • • And can 
TUe Soil so rise, sq bright, so rolling back the 
<pioud8 )nto vapoury more lovely than th^ 
t7ncIouded sky with golden pinnacles, and 
Snowy fnonntains, and billows pnrpler than 
^ The ocean's, making in heaven a glorious mockery 
Of the earth, so like we abnost deem it 
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permanent; 80 Heeting, we can scarcely call 

it aoght beyond a vision, 'twas so transiently 

Scattered a]pnf tiie eternal tanit: and yet 

It dwells npoD the sool, and soothes the soul. 

And blends itself into the soul, until ^ 

Sun-rise and snn^et form the haunted epoch 

Of sorrow and of love. Sardam^m', 

The nainbers of oar migrating visitors in the som- 
mer of 1821 were very small: most of our fruit de^ 
vouring and insectivorous birds retire to warmer 
regions at Hie approach of winter, and return in the 
spring ; hence we might suppose that their numbets 
would be amiually nearly the same, by their 'not en« 
countering the want and waste that winter >oci;a«» 
sions ; but this is not the case : the numbers of our 
summer visitors are very uncertain, and they^appear: 
to incur so much loss and havock in their passage, or 
return, by adverse winds, birds of prey, mid fatigiiOi 
that their scarcity, in some summers; is as noianifest 
as their abundance is in others. Were it not for the* 
constant provision of nature in confining the increase 
of its creatures, the labours of the agricultuiist would 
often be ruined by their numb|ers« The scoui^es Witb 
which man is admonished or afliicted, are frequently^ 
formed of minute agents, as the worm, the shig,tihe 
insect, the mUdew (a minute fungus): the haviock 
tiiat apialLbutIs make in our com fields in some 
summers is deplorable.! The increase of the cam- 
man sparrow alone, without the restricting goodness 
of ' Him that careth for us,' would almost destroy 
our bread-corn ! This bird will commonly hatch 
fifteen young in a season, and the first of these 
broods, themselves, become parents the same year : 
they are bold, rapacious birds, and, when driven 
away, return again to their plunder: but the eggs of 
the sparrow are ta^en by every bird's-nesting boy 
in the village ; the young that are hatched, by flock- 
ing together, invite destruction ; and the swarms of 

' For some beautiful descriptions of Sun-rise, see our laat yolume, 
pp. 210,211,251. 
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autumn are greatly reduced before springs by guns, 
nets, and traps. 

All is vigour and activity in theVegetable king- 
dom in this months and the most patient observer of 
nature is almost bewildered by the countless profu- 
sion of interesting objects. 

Towards the middle of the month, the spiked wil- 
low (spiraea salicifolia), jessamine (jaminum offici- 
nale), hyssop (hyssopus officinalis), and the bell- 
flower {campanula), have their flowers full blown. 
The campanula patula is a beautiful lilac bell- 
flower, found very generally on heaths and dry banks, 
and worth cultivating in gardens, for ornament. It 
flowers through the greater part of this month and 
the next. The wayfaring tree, or guelder rose, be- 
gins to enrich the hedges with its bright red berries, 
which in time turn black. The Virginian sumach 
(rhus typhinum) now exhibits its scarlet tufts of 
flowers upon its bright green circles of leaves. The 
berries of the mountain ash turn red. The lavender 
(Uwendula spica) is in flower. In this and the fol- 
lowing month, the purple loosestrife {lythrum saU- 
carta) ornaments the sides of ponds and brooks, 
and, by its tall spike of blue flowers, gives a rich 
appearance to the cooling retreats of river banks : 
it is intermixed with the meadowsweet {spiraea 
ulmaria), the spicy fragrance of which scents the 
surrounding air. 

A sensitive plant in a garden grew, 
And the young winds fed it with silver dew, 
And it opened its fan-ilike leaves to the light, 
And closed them beneath tlie kisses of night. 

And the sprmg arose on the garden fair, 

Like the qiirit of love felt every where; 

And each flower and shmb on earth's dark breaat 

Rose from the dreams of its wiut'ry rest. 

Bat "none ever trembled and panted with bliss 

In the garden, the field, or the wilderness. 

Like a doe in the noontide with love's sweet want, 

Aa the companionless sensitive plant. 
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The tmwdrwp^ md then the violet y 

Arose from the prouDd with warm raiD wety 

And their breath was mixed mth fresh odour, sent 

From the turf, like the voice and the instnunent. 

Then the pied wind-flowers^ and the tulkp tall, 
'* And NarciMt, the fairest among them all. 

Who gaze on their eyes in the stream's recess, 
Till they die of their own dear loveliness. 

And the Nmad-like lily of the vale, 
Whom yonth makes so fair, and passion so pale, 
Tliat the light of its tremulous bells is seen 
Thro* their pavilions of tender green. 

And the hyaanth purple, white and bine, 
Which flung from its bells a sweet peal anew 
OF music so delicate, soft, and intense, 
It was felt like an odour within the sense. 

And the rose, like a nymph to the bath addrest, 

Which unveiled the depth of her glowing breast, 

Till, fold after fold, to the fainting air 

The soul of her beauty and love lay bare. 

And the wand-like 2%, which lifted np, 

As a Mcenad, its moonlight-coloured cup, 

Till the fiery star, which is its eye, , 

Gazed thro* clear dew on the tender sky. 

And the j^amme faint, and sweet iube-roee^ 
Tlie sweetest flower, for scent, tliat blows; 
And all rare blossoms from every clime, 
; . Qrew in that garden, in perfect prime. 

^ PERCY BTSSHE SBELLBT. 

The enchanter's nightshade (circaa lutetiana) ; the 

"" Yorkshire sanicle {pinguicula vulgaris); the water 

J horehonnd x^r gypsy wort [lycopus europcBus), the 

I great cat's tail, or reed mace (typha latifolid), often 

f' introduced into aquatic scenery as a graceful addi- 

I tion, by the most celebrated painters ; th^ common 

nettle {urtica dioicia) ; the goose grass (dsperula 

S^afiiim); the fringed water-lily (menynnthis nymph" 

aides); solan um belladonna, dulcamara and nig- 

^ ram; the asparagus, and some species of rumex; 

L with buck- wheat (poly^mumfagopyrum), the seeds 

I ' of ^ich are extremely nutritious and wholesome) — 

' and a variety of ofiiet plants^ may be almost said to 

8 
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bloom, fade, and ^e^ wiihia tbepieM&tmontli.*-* 
Hie diantkusi or pinJc and camation tnbe, grace the 
gardens of all; while their alUea, the sever^ species 
of lychnis, circistium, and spergula, add beauty to 
the fields, and glow with every hue and shade of 
colorific radiance. The rhodiota rosea is also in 
bloom, the dried root of wMch emulates the odour 
of the rose-'-a flower it were almost isacnlege to 
name, wilhout some poetical tribute to its peerless 
beauties. 

—As a sweete rose fkirel^ budding forth 

Bewnyes lier beauties to th' enamoured morne, 
UDtil some keene blast from the entious North . 
Killes the sweet bud that was but newly borne. 
Or else her rarest smells delighting 

Make herself betray, 
Some white and curious hand inviting 
To plucke her thence away. 

. The Rose's age is bat a day: 
At dawn it o|»ens to the ray, 
Its chalice filled with dew appears, 
like Beanty^s cheek with Pity's tears ; 
At noon it wears a hue more bright^ 
At eve it droops, and dies at night 
And such is Beauty's transient bloom. 

It dawns in tears and lives in sorrow; 
Time't nightfall shrouds it in the tomb. 

The eve of Beaaty knows no morrow* l. 

Towards tj^eud of the months the. flowers of the 
laurustinns [vitmmum tinus), and the burdock (arc- 
tium lappa), b^gin to open; and the etecampane 
^inula hfil^%fn)9 the amarau0i (amaranthits tmda- 
ius), the ^gieat Ff^te^r plantain (alisma plantoffo), 
and wat^VB9kit (tmnthajm^atica), have their flow- 
.ers full blown. The mesereon (daphme wi^zereanj, 
.which in jl^^uary cheered the eye with its flowers 
;wi^Qi]t l,^ayes> and ]:egale.d the smell* now disjilays 
its siparlet b^e^i tJiarougb.ito bnghtgre&a learns. 
- ^h§ meadows l^m to whiten^ andtliet flowenrthat 
^ADr^E^th^Qji Qre :|ii<m^4 d^Q-^^ ^i^ <^W»' gntdually 
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naamaes a yellow hae^ -and tlie eoIdfOM fhat decorate 
the nind scene* are no lonpet so nnmetoaB. Corn- 
cockle {agrdstemma giihaga) is in flower, and re- 
minds the farmer to poll it from am<nig his^crop of 
wheat, lest it spoil faiii^ sraiple and deterioirate the 
bread. 

As snmmer advances, the vocal music of the 
groves is lessened, and in this month may be said 
tN^leoEulealf^pether^f we except the duspisocg of the 
wren and two or thxee small biids. This is aot the 
CBB6, hoWeteri in Soath America, as appears by the 
poet^s acicoant of SuiAmer ^n that wpaderful country. 

SuMM EA Was id its prime ; — the forrot'flocka 
Darkened the passing sansbine on the rocks ; 
Tfaie chrysotfiel imd pairplis butterfly 
Attiid Hitt dWt blue light nine wandVtbg by$ 
H^ kHmndag'^irdy along |Jie myrtle bowers. 
With twinkling wnug, is spinning o'er the flowers; 
The woodpecker is heard with basy bill. 
The mocMiird sings-^atid all beside is stilU 
And lo^k ! thetiataniet lOmt Inirst* so high, 
As not to nar thedeep^ traoquility. 
The tomnlt of its dashing ftU sospends, • 
And, stealing drop by drop, in mist descends ; 
Throngh'whose illnmihed spray and sprinkling dews, 
Shine to the adverse fimi the broken raiilbow haes. 

ChedL'ring; with partial diade, the beftms of noooi 
And arching the !grey rock With wild fest6on, 
jff^re, its gay netrwork, and fantastic twine, 
The purple co^uHhreads from piiie to pine. 
Aud oift, as the fresh airs of morning breathe, 
Di^s its long teiklrtts ilk thie streak beneath. 
Tlfcirr^: through tiie trunks, with moss and licbent whiter 
The sunshine darts its interrupted lightj . 
And, 'hiid the cedar^s darksome boughs, illumes, 
With'iAstant touch, the HorTs scarlet phiinea. 

^a#t beai^ t6 trickle through s cotert iiear^ 
And «iNrthiiiff, wttb perpetual lipfie, the ear, 
A lbnnt» like rain-drops, filtcared thro' the stonei 
And, bright as amber, on the shallows shone. 
Intent hi^^i^ry pastime to pursue, 
Aiid,^;enh>like, hoirerittg o'er te'violetd blb^. 
The hvmming^Atdi here, its micfeatiMg 1^ 
Hafdlesaly inrmui^ f4 4ie««iim»er i9«gy 
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And wlien the winter came, retired to re»t» 
And from t|^e myrtles hung its trembling nest* 
No sounds of a conflicting world were near ; 
The noise of ocean faintly met the ear^ 
That seemed, as sank to rest the noontide blast, 
But dying sounds of passions tliat were past; 
Or closing anthems, when, &roff, expire 
The lessening echoes of the distant choir* 

BOWLES. 

Insects now take the place of the feathered tribe^ 
and^ being for the most part hatched in the (Springs, 
they are now in full Tigoor. jQnats and flies bna^ 
around nSy^ the grasshopper chirps his merry note> 
and the dew-moth and butterfly appear. Flying 
ants quit their nests. 

The bee still pursues his ceaseless task of collect* 
ing his Taried sweets to form honey for his destroyer^ 
man. This industrious insect^ however^ will some^ 
times retaliate^ and wreak a dreadful vengeance on 
his t]rrant. — (See our last volume^ p. 218.) 

In this and the following month, numbers of the 
shrew-mouse Y^ore:!^ may be seen lying in the foot- 
paths dead, or in a dying state. 

About the middle or end of July, pilchards fcbi" 
pea pilchardusj appear in vast shoals, off the Cor- 
nish coast; but, in the year 1821, there was so 
great a deficiency of fish, that the inhabitants of 
i/omwall were led to suppose that the pilchards had 
d^erted the coast altogether. Of the quantity of 
fish annually taken in the county, it is impossi* 
ble to give any specific statement. Sometimes the 
aggregate amount will not exceed 15,000, and at 
other times it exceeds 50,000, and even 70,000 hogs- 
heads. The price also is still more variable. Dnrw 
ing the war, when the Italian ports were jAut, pit* 
chards have been so low as 15s. per hogshead ; but 
in the year 1815 they procured £5 5s. The xmmbet 
of pilchards contained in each hogshead is equally 
variable, much dependii^.upon the.siee of tlie fish^ 
3000 or 3500 may be crasideied as «l»<a?erage 
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Mmbeir. Hie pilchards thus pte]>arta tot a foreign 
niafket are called famddoeSi Tliis was a» appel- 
liUton Which they received in antient times^ when 
fhejwere cured by being smoked or fumed, in a 
manner somewhat similar to herrings in the pre^nt 
day. The name has survived, but the practice has 
been forgotten. 

Klchardsthat are caught early, and are fat, have 
gtaeraUy been thought to yield one hagshead of oil 
fiiMn ten' hosheads of fish. But it fr^uenfly hap- 

s that double this quantity will not yield more, 
en! varies in price, from £20 to £28 per tun.*— 

t common price of pilchards may be estimated 
at about £2 ils. per hogshead. The skimmings 
whit^h float on the wafer in which tte pochards are 
washed iirhen taken ftbin the bulks, U called gar- 
ba^> and is sold td the soap-b6ilers at fifte^-pence 
peir gallon. • The dregs wMch remclin in the offl reser- 
teh-, are sold to the ctirriers at about witeen-pence 
per ghHoii on an average.' • 
' Few Ihiiigs dre istoxe ptecaHbus Aaii the adven- 
iitirte in the pilchard fi^ettes. The first outfit of a 
di^ie, ^ih its boats/ btiir^, sails^ r6|^es, ilets, and a 
fitkntiQT oi^sklt sufflcleiit tib^ cUre 500- hogsheads of 
Bih>' if j^^hfcfaasedheW^ cannot be estimated at lesi^ 
Aim £l€OflL On the soiilbem coasts an average 
|«iar of one seihb may &e idstimated at 250 oi^80(^ 
bogsheids; biit' it frequently happens that' tfX^f 
seines scarcely take a single fish. In the yeaflBlS, 
a ^ihe^ €h«riesti(i#h cnitght only eigfafc hogsheads 
ittrkvg 4M sda^oii. Thb emplbymeDit^ hbWelrcfr, which 
tlfey fuhfl^h tO'bbat^builders^ ro^e^mlOr^Bri^, cobf^etsj 
fc^thoi^e wii(> mdke ^th^ nets,- to smi&s, hs well' dfsf 
niasbn^ ahd' Carpehters> who build cellars, oiighf no^ 
to be considered^ a matter ~of)small'importance* The 
iMilitt^ which' the laiid'tev^ivto irbm bi^ken fish^Ad 
<ic)^d£Akmed^aft, 43.^9 o|r (Considerable coi^sequence 
ift thbiagriraltiure of tibftVe^uiity. Adi4 19 tddittidtt 
to this, ^ T«smufc«d wMdh tfto p<K>i^ find ttf AiM^ 
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aimaal supplies, cannot but place the pilchard fish- 
eries in a serious and respectable light. They also 
fonn an excellent nursery for seamen; which is 
another valuable consideration for England, whose 
prosperity depends upon its naval power, and 'the 
extension of its commerce. ConnectiDg together 
the multitudes who are actually employed in taking 
fish, the sailors who bring salt to the pqrts, they^ho 
carry the annual produce to the Mediterranean mar- 
kets, and the collateral branches of trade which 
associate with each department, we behold piany 
thousands of seamen^ who are prepared foi; any 
emergency that may demand their aid.^^Hitchins^s 
History of. Cornwall. J 

In this ap4 the following month, Pomona with 
liberal hand Qffers her fruits to allay th^' parching 
thirst: currants, goosebei^ies, rasp}>errie$> . straw- 
berries, cherries, and cranberries, are all peculiarly- 
refreshing at this season. The best varieties of thejse 
and the other English fruits arc all figured in Jfr. 
J3roqkshaw'$ Horticultural Repository , now in course 
of publication; The plates ^are beautifully pgloni^ 
after Nature^; a^d were it not rather too/exp^siw a 
jpoda of saving our fruit from the attacjks of, )lie bkds^ 
they might j^gjsuspended at a, short 4i^tancQ J^mP^ 
the fruit t|;e€S^ an^ they wppld proijably po&s^s.^he 
same merit as a picture of Apelles <}id', and s^vata 
decQy the feathered marauders A^o^i tb^substafice tql 
tl;i6;sh£tdow.^ , .; .• ^ v . . 

. Of the uppia{(san^ ^Atr^i^ arising from ^^.1^^ heats 
f^xmetime^ e^^perienced. in tliis ^and ;t|^e:,suicceeding 
mpntb|. we spoke in our. lasj;yoluTi^ (seep. 21&jj 
conjr^stipg it with that felt by the tr^vqllers on tfy^ 
b^i^in^. ^m^s of Egypt,— and illustrpiing . our; ^e^ 

./ ,Aj^«Ue8jlia^iQ^p«inted apkturef f ^i^etaii4er,the kin^^i^ not 
express mucn satis^ction at the siglit otiii fit tl\at moment^ aiibrse 
^ai?igiirc by*, tiWghed atthe horie teth-etefentfedimtit piece, stipposing 
illCxlib&JiiUiir^;;u|M»fi.VhiQlytlba pttioter siU, 'I Olii; 'Wotld imtigifte^ 
**»4lfte ^jflrs^ U a better jiiJlje ^>Mi)i^iDS'tbcu»yA^r m«esty;' ;^ ^^, 
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marks with an interesting extract from Belssoni'g 
tiayels^ and a very pretty American poem called, the 
' Bncbet ;' — ^in continuation of the subject, we cite^ 
the folio wing passage (romDr. Ridiarckon's Travth, 
which gives a yivid picture of the distress occasioned 
by. the loant of water, in travelling over the desert of 
Siiea. 5 This had been ^says our traveller) ' a most 
Ihtiguing day^s ride under a burning sirocco wind 
from morning to night. We were afraid that tile- 
dseaded chamsin winds had set in; but our guide 
assured us, with the certainty of fate, that they would 
not commence for a fortnight. The poor pilgrims 
who were travelling with a small quantity of water; 
and anxious to husband it lest accident should de» 
tain us. longer in the desert than wo expected, ov 
who carried no flask along with them^ and had hept 
up. with. us. a great way a-head of the camels, cam& 
toiling up with parched lips, fludied face, and turgid 
^yes, ready to start from their sockets, and beggedy 
if .we had any water, to give them a little to cool theix^ 
iQQuths. , It was impossible to be deaf to such a'lew 
quests however much we might wish to husband our 
^ti^e; :and yet thete was no cause for apprdiei^icm; 
for we had more: than enough; but under the idcoK 
that it would fall short, even those of the party: who 
might be considered as the. best entitled to indulge/ 
had we been on short allowance, obstinately laiA 
Gat, and though pressed, and really; in want jof it^' 
denied themselves the gratification,, lest a morauf*^ 
ffmt period should arrive, when axdrop of waster 
would be called for as if to save a life. Often have 
I^seen the flask of water pushed away by the hamd 
when I well knew the parched throat required d(s 
f Ofili^hing aid. It was impossible to see and not lo 
aidniire tbct&dling and spirit that dictated -the" resohi-t 
tion, oT/evier to forget the4(H)antenance that spoke the 
9^d of the be vesag^ .ttiat the hand put by. 
:/ On our arrival >at Cratsrallakh we stopt in a low 
wind-swept vaU^y» beside ;a previjitoua sand-bank^ 
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that towered above our heads, to the. height of'.lAO 
fe6t. Here» however^ we welre tpid there, was, water, 
ttoagh^ to our longitg and inexperienced «ye8>.eTety 
inch of surface was covered with dry sand; without 
tiie subtest indication of the fluid below. Our flaislui 
were tidl drained, and we alighted, and laid oursehres 
down on l^e sand, wishing for the arriTal ofobl* camclfl 
to bring us a frei^ siipply. Meanwhile, as we wevck 
admiring die opetations of the industrioDS beeUe ixdln 
ing his ball over the smooth surface of thddhaoD^ 
the shieldi of tiie^earaTaii began to clear awaj^Ae 
arenaceous accumtilation from a very unlikely spcu^ 
which, howeyer^ soon discovered signs of water bo* 
Beath. He llien proceeded to deepenl tte excava-^ 
tion fay basketii^ out the sand, singing at ihe sanid 
Ibne an appropriate Arab tune to. these worda^^--' 
^ AUah a ma tMfater/' and was answ^ced .in tho 
some strain by the peiison who carried it aifay front 
him, '' El Mayi ta unL haier" which wal^ Miterpr^ted 
to mean, ^'> God, we give thee praise, an^ido tiunigive 
aarwafer.*' Thub they continued d^ging and siog^ 
ing for about tbii minutes^ when abundance of thp 
wished for fluid flowud amain^ At the joyful jsigU^ 
man, wbmen, dogs, and asses, all crowded iMnd; 
aa^r ia dip thest lips, in Ibe, warer It' waa hknded 
roundj basin after basifa, ds &dt as Uiey^ coidd ba 
anq^tied and filled. We all dranJL of it, aiid thougU 
lit was muddy and brackish in the extreme, out final 
santiment was that of universal approbatiaa.. ^* tk 
is axtremdy ^ood,'' flowed from every tongoQ dfben 
it had tasted th^' 'water. We tried it a seecm timm 
but. the voice of applause stuck in our throat^^^i^a ' 
tile .welcome sound -of *' the camels arie arrivied/^ 
played upon our ears<< Qn lookingup, we leraw ttODp 
stratchimg their pictur6g4ue aud grae^ ne6ka tflM 
tta Tidge o£ isaad, alid directing tfaai^ siatcli to 4 
pleasant valley Qd tt« other cdde <>f the lutt uhAfef 
vriiich wie were sitting. Wi<ll tlie arrival of ttiof <ia- 
nivan, Crash candidatea for wafceroam^ up to fkB 
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well, to whom we gave place, and proceeded to the 
other side of the mound to superintend and assist in 
forming our encampment. The fires were immedi- 
ately lighted, the beasts of burthen unloaded, the tents 
pitched, and in a short time a comfortable dinner 
and a good glass of wine consoled us for the fatigues 
of the day. 

'As the shades of night closed in upon us, the light 
of our fires gleamed back in reflection from the banks 
of sand with which we were surrounded; and the 
members of each small party collected round their 
little hearth, smoking their pipes, drinking their cof- 
fee, and reposing after their fatigues, presented a 
tranquil and happy prospect, and seemed to the 
spectator, at a distance, as if we h*ad encamped in a 
focus of light. Last night's meditation held them 
mate ; they had just entered on a journey which 
might be attended with suffering, and had not ad- 
vanced sufficiently far to enable them to talk of their 
fisttigues, or the probability of themselves or their 
animals holding out to its termination. But the 
vigour that remained after this day's fatigue roused 
their confidence, and produced conversation. At 
an early hour the Mussulman retired to his prayers ; 
the Christian pilgrims, having assembled together, 
sang hymns of thanksgiving and praise, and all gave 
tiiemselves to rest. The desert is the spot in which 
man is all to his Maker and nothing to the world.* — 
(Travels, vol. ii, p, 181.) 

The angler is now busily engaged in his favourite 
pursuit; — but not so intensely occupied, we hope, as 
to be unable to steal a glance at the following Poeti- 
ad Cu YP : — * 

The MoNf Fishing. 
A mighty cnrrent, uncoofined and free, 

Ran wbeeliog round beneath the moontain's shade, 
Battering its wave-worn base ; bat yoo might see 

On the near margin many a wat'ry glade. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



214 THB NATtmAU»T^S.BURT 

B6C«tae4 be«eath9Q«ie tittle islaod's lee . 

All tnmqaily mad tnuuparent, close emluiyed j 
Reflecting in the deep serene and even 
Each flower and herb, and ev'ry clond of Heaven ; 
The painted kingfisher, the branch above her. 

Stand in the stediast mirror fixt and true ; 
Anon the fit^ breeiea brood and hover, 

Fresh'ninf the snriace with a rougher hue; 
Spreading, withdrawing, pausing, passing over, 

Again returning to retire anew : 
So rest and motion, in a narrow range. 
Feasted the siglit with Joyous interchange. 
The Monk with handy jerk, and petty haxis, 

Stands twitdiing out apace the percH riafl ¥9tuh ; 
ifii mightier tackle, pitched apart, awaits 

The groveling barbePA unobserved i^proach s 
And soon his motley meal of homeward cates 

Is spread ; the leather bottle U a-broach — 
Eggs, Bacon,- Ale, a Na^in, Cheese and Knifb, 
Forming a charming Picture of Still-life. 
TkeFriHr-fishmg-^n^eiiga for Cayp, 

A cabinet jewel— ^ Ptay remark the bpot;. 
* And, leading from the ligltt, that'shady stripe, > 

> With the dark bulrush-heads how well they salt; 
^ And then, that mellow tint so vrarm and ripe^ 

* That talis npon the cassock and surtout:' 
If it were im\y painted, puffed and sold, 
My gallery would be worth its weiglit in gold. 

WHlSTLECnAFT. 

The mariiime plants if^hich flower ia July^ are the 
clab rush (adrpus mafitimusi, bearded caf s^tail grass 
{pklemn cnm^fii), bulbous fox-tail grass OdapecuruB 
liulbosus), the reflexed and creepipg mradow gras9 
(poadiitans jf maritimaj, the Aelderyngo Xmyngium 
aiMpMre), parsley water dropwort {cmanthei pknpi^ 
neUoides), ^mooHi sea*heath (frankema lavisj^aj^ 
the golden dock (rumex maritimus) ; all of which ars 
to be found in salt marshes. 

On-sandy shores may be seen the sea mat-weed 
(arundo arenariaj, upright siea-linie grass (elymus 
arenariu8),ihe sea lung- wort (pulmoruma maritmaj, 
the sea bind-weed {cativobnUus soldanelia), saltwort 
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(salsoUi), dea-^hoUy (eryngium nMrUimumJ ; pnckly 
isMuttpbire («eAmopjilora spinosa), and Ae sea4a-vt9iider 
fsiatice Umonium), are found on maritime r^cks ; and 
the sea pea (^ jMsum maritimum) on rocky shores. 

It is now the season for bathing, a refreshment too 
little taken in this country either in summer or winter. 
—See T.T. for 1821, p. 209 ; and our last volume, 
p. 220, for a description of a summer bath at Negau- 
ristan in Persia. 

In consequence of the excessive heat which is 
sometimes experienced in July, an evaporation takes ^ 
place from the surface of the earth and wiU»rs, which 
again falls in frequent showers: these are as rapidly 
succeeded by a bright sun, and often by a beautiful 
rainbow. — See our last volume, p. 221. 

MUd^reh of promise ! on thy evening tkj 

Thou ftbinest fair with many a lovely ray 
Each in the other melting. Mnch mine eye 

Delights to linger on thee ; for the day, 
Cb9ng9^1 and many weathered, seemed to smile 
FtMhing brief splendonr thro* its clonds ftwhile^ | 

That deepened dark anon and fell in rain : 
But pleasant it is now to pause, and- view 
Thy various tints of frail and watery hne^ 

And thinki the storm shall not reinni again* 
Sncfa is the smile that Piety bestows 

On the good man's pale cheek, when he in peace 
Departing gently from a world of woes, 

Aatietpates Ihe realm where aorrowa ceue ! 

SOVTHBV. 

The months of July and August offer to those who 
are fond of the water opportimities for rowing and 
saiHng. It is delightful, while skinuning aloi^^ the 
limpid element, impelled and fanned by the cooling 
breesses, to contemplate all the tribes oi aquatic and 
semi-aquatic plants, tho reeds, flags, and rushes, 
the persicaria. Hie purple loosestrife, and flie willow- 
herb; but, above all, the pride of the river, tte 
^toa^er4t7y, the yellow and flie white, spreadiio^ its 
broad leaves on flie nir&oe of the water, and eK- 
panding its flowers to the sun with a. lustre which 
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' Solomon, in all his glory/ never equalled. . But 
>Thile we enjoy the beautiful objects which all-bonn- 
tiful Nature presents' to us on every side, let us not 
forget to ' point a moral/ as well as * to adorn the 
tale' of our pleasures. 

The lapse of Time and Rivers is the same. 
Both speed their jonrney with a restless stream ; 
The silent pace, with which they steal away. 
No wealth can bribe, no prayers persnade to stay ; 
Alike irrevocable both when past, 
And a wide ocean swallows both at last ; 
Though each resemble each in every part, 
A difference strikes at length the mnsing heart: 
Sireanu never flow in vain ; where streams ftboond. 
How langfas the land virith varioas plenty crowned I 
Bat TiMB, that shonld enrich the nobler mind^ 
•Neglected leaves a dreary waste behind. 

Passing from river scenery to that of the blue and 
boundless ocean^ — and supposing ourselves, for a 
moment, placed in some sequestered nook, near 
Shanklin, St. Laurence, or Bonchurch, in the charm- 
ing Vectis, ' this precious gem set in the silver sea,' 
or on any other part of the picturesque southern 
coast of England, we might chaunt, with the poet, 
the following pretty 

Inscriptiom for an Obatoby. 
Fronting tlie ocean, but beyond the ken 
Of pnblic view and sonnds of mona- ring men, 
Of unhewn roots composed, and gnarled wood, 
A small and rustic oratory stood : 
Two mossy pines, high bending, interwove 
Their aged and fastastic arms above. 
In front, amid the |^y, snrronnding flowers, 
.A dial counted the departing hours, 
On which the sweetest light of summer shone ; 
A rude and brief inscription marked the stone — 

To count, with passing shade, the hours, 
I placed the. dial 'mid the flowers; 
' That one by one c4inie forth and died. 
Blooming and with'ring by its side. 
Mortal, let the ^fj^t impart 
!:•!.! . I^pendvemoial to thy heart. 
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Or, as the author of Lalla Bookh says^ in a style 
somewhat more Anacreontic : — 

. Yonng Joy ne'er thought .of coonting hoorSy 
Till Care one snmmer^g morning 
Set up, antong bis siifiling flow'ny 
A Dial, ^ way of warning. 



SEXTILIS was the antient Roman name of thjs 
montti, being the sixth from' March. The Emperpr 
Augustus changed this name, and gave it his own, 
because in this month Caesar Augustus took poiises- 
ston of his first consulship, celebrated three triumphs, 
roduced Egypt under the power ofthe Roman people, 
and put an end to all civil wars. 

Jn AUGUST 1823. 
' o/l.-^AMMAS DAr. 

This day, in the Rbmish church, is generally called 
. St. Peter in the Fetters^ in ' commemoration of this^ 
apostle's imprisonment. ^ It is probably derived from 
an old Saxon term, BipBA^Imff^Loaf Mass ; as it was 
customary for tin aaxonH'^to offer an oblation of 
loaves made of nd^w wheat *fo lemmas day, as the 
first fruits of their new eMoJii ^^ - 

.*1. 1821;-J-^ltS^ I!l%fl6ALI> DIED. 

She was one of those ladies whose literary talents 

reflected honour on her sex, and on the age and 

country in which she lived, especially in the depart- 

. ment of novels and dramas. Her play of Such 

Things are, in which Bht pourtrayed, in a very able 

manner, the philanthropic Howard, is one of 

t)ie best dramatic pieces of ttie last fifly years. 

6. -^transmguration. 

. Tboi:^h this day was obseiVed in; remembrance of 

T 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2 IS |l£MA aJCABiJB J>kt;$ 



our Lord's T^tfn^^raii^ ^JMhe * 

'^prii^itive ChristiaDs« ye\ it id but.of leMcent.^icUiii flie 
chnrch of Rom^; as it was not instituted by Pope 
Calixtns wrtfl Hie ye4r' 1435. 

7.— NAME 09 4B8V«^ 

Before the Refonnatioii^ tliis day was dedicated 
to JJra^ a woman who had been converted to Chris- 
tianity by Narcissus^ Bishop of Jemsalem^ and who 
afterwards snffesed martyrdom ; an^ the breviary was 
recognized byJRiMily. wSytei^ainds Donatas^ who 
bec^une a martyjri^ the tune of Julian: for refif^si; to 
sacrifice^was subsd^ujd.inherplape.* Qorrcii^iOCiiB 
devoted ^tp the ISTamb of oy r, j^jlessb^ l^Qitp,^;. 

Director in Chief of the Injp^ria} Z^itwary i^itVim^ 
This indefati|^able vConi^ji^issejar w.^ ;Well ]piowli4o 
an print collectbrs by his valuable wgfM, M J^ismtxe 
Oraveur, in 20 volumes, 8vo, which is ^ an important 
addition to the' literatiire of that branch of the fine 
arts to which^he more particylatty devoted his time 
and talents. Just ' oefore his death he had completed 
another useful pubiicatioii, in twa volumes 8vo> 
Ankitung zurKutifisnUchliimdt (Introduction to the 
S<?i(|y a^d K^yfl^ig^^ of ]|g!ngravings) ; a work that 
may be cpp^si^^red ^ an exCeUcpt fzttBwair of the 
art, ai^4 as; jftffio^diiigjiittch iBfonuation wiOin a small 
compass/ : His .own etdiings aaiDunt to SM. A 
portrait of Bart^h wfll be found in':tiie third vofaooe 
of Mr. Dibdin's entertafning BihUographioal Tbiet^ ^ 

*8. 1822.-~'PBR0Y BYMHB &««»UBY DUIB, JST. 29, 

Eldest sonpf SixTiaotfayShelley^ Bart^«fjCifefle 
Goring,. . ||e^ was 8»iliog in a pleaaare-^boai off B^- 
gio^ when a^sn^den storm arose/ the boat was upset, 
and be and his companioh were drowned. ' Mr. 
, Shelley . was , a mai^ of tatenta of ia very h%h- prder ; 
and it is de^ly ^ be regretted that thetheme* on 
which bis resplendent Innse diose to lavish all h^r 
powers are si|ch w to vender his peeias quite unfitfor 
indisc|J9)iofi^ rpcrMftL In norv^ and pith of con- 
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ception, he appnmchds mdre tie^fiy td^.Lord Byron 
than amr other 9? Ws roortfempdrariB^jMwhile m 
many of his jp^iece^ h^e Jjmi teiwihed,*.mth «iual mas- 
tery, the same 3oftetstripfs of ^tbosand^tendemess 
which respond so del|ghtftiB|; tb th^'ttt^re gentle in- 
roirations of Wbrdsworth, Colirtfidge, and Wilson. 
His fame wfluld, indeedL^ ^a,ve b^#q.;ai|«tQm^ plant. 
If he had uot Wasted. |ts. expandiB^ ieaives by the 
snicidal chillings of immoralily''. Thi^ Mr. Shelley 
was 9, poet is sufficj[ei^tlj jiroted by t^e two speci- 

.Wbeen onnecessaty to blaoie; and uiMless to praise 
him/ •,'•:•• :;• ' '\^'y . '•./' 

How wonderfbl u Deat^y' 
' /Dc»ti»andhttbF6«btirySt€Jep1^ •' 
One iiaijO.aa ;f onder rwim and 'horbetf 111000^ ' -'■ 

With lii>8 of lapd blue} ; 
The other glQWiag like tii^ <filataMii^ ^' 
When throned on t>ee»lVv^ave > ^ 
It breathed over the 'Uf<oi1dc : 1' 
Yet both 96 pa8fiBg}slfaiiJg€J'«o4l Woiidedbl I 
Hath, then, the^ferontgeep i i f tiMt iketetoi^^ 
Whose re|gn lain the tainted sepulchres^ 
To the wihi ct^w.th^l cgn^Ii ]!^epeath,8s throne 
C^t ti)at fair prey ? Must tliatdivinest form, , 
Wliicfilbveittid^dittihrtioneiinfrot View^ ^*i, .* 

li^itofft II totiiig,iealt,: vHeie^u^M Teiil^*' ' ^ » ; . : ^ t 
StefUUke<^katr4^t^ah>iiK:<^fi«l<f<>f9novry ,. > 
WhQseoi^tliue.is as.fair.aa m^u'tile qlothed 
In light of some sublimestmin^, decay? 
- Nor pntrelactioh^ bfe^th ' 

£ieaffe:ail^tof.^is^areHM!^ta«^re'' - ^ 

,.-»i.*, <ii' \ M — —ii — ;i . i, . \\ ii . f . l X ■■ ''•" ' ■'■■'■ ' 
. ■ SUtfi. ptem ikritiau in the : < Uey-^ay of yo«ih,'' whose t^endei/cf ii 
^9^1^ io4e£fnsU>U| \\. la bo^ fa^jto 4ff , vthat; a-feiw cxipifsso^^ v^t?^ 
priniedy .matoy -years sinoe^ for jyriva^e circu2aHo» omo^ kif friends i 
mkA that «L i^ray volume Mding fts way ihtb the hands of a hook8eller\ 
mere profit got the better of every other consideration, and the worl^ 
was, fof'^O'^t tk^jigivfnjkta^fporH^ with aU'its 'Inipei^fections 
0||& Its headl»^'\y.e W:eijfist heard tl^at. QUI friend B Barttm^hAft 

£tbduced apo'etn'on Mr, ^ Shelley'* s'deatKf but we aire now at press. 
itt41t^ia-lioiilt^44:giy(4«veb 4 ^S^wt^ i. i r .' : : • . .^ ? 
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Spare aogbt but. a dark -tbeme, 
Od wbtdi the Ugfat^nh^art might moralize f . 
Or k it biit that dowi^<^wMged'slftmbers ! 
I^e chnmed tbek nvjbt^^ioj. ttUeaov^ tmn^ ber lids 

To watch t^ir0wiiBep99e?. < i 

Will they, vrhett moroipg's beam 

Flows through those wells of light, 
• Seek, &r from Doise and day, some western (^ve, 
Wbe» woods and ttreams, with soft and patsutg winds, 

A Ittlfing nuirikiqr weaTe^-^- 
Ianthe doth not sleep 

Tlie dreamless sleep of death; 

Doth Henry hear her regnTar polsesllroiv^ - — - 

Or muk her delica^ cheek 
mth interchange of hues mock the broad moon, 

Outwatching weaiy nighty 

Without assured reward. 

Her dewy eyes are closed: 
On their translucent lids, whose texture fine 
Soiree hides the dark blue orbs that bum below 

With unappareiit fire, 

The baby Sleep is pillowed : 

Her golden tresses shade 

The bosom^s stainless pride, 
Twhibg, like tendrilsof the parasite, 

Around a marble oolnnui. 

10.— SAINT LAWRRNCS. 

St. Lawrence was, by birth, a Spaniard, and trea* 
sorer of the church of Rome, beii% deacon to Pope 
Sextos, about the year 2B9. Soon afterwards, his 
bishop was killed by the soldieV-s of Valerian the 
emperor, with whom our saint would wiUingly have 
died. Lawrence refusing to deliver up the church 
treasure, which they imagined to be in his custody, 
he was laid upon a gridiron, and broiled over a fife. 
The celebrated palace of the Escorial is dedicated 
to this saint. See this described in T.T. for 1814, 
p. 199. 

*10. 1813. — ANNE BUmOBSS DIBB, ^T. 49. ' 

Endowed with very superior talents, she had cit!4 
tivated them with an assidcuty rarely paralleled, and 
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MtbL a racd^ss 8f #Mdh probibly. thjer^ are few ex* 
amplos; H^r mind appeared to possess poweriB 
sfi^ted to ihe acquirement of every species of know- 
i^go wMch successively engaged her attention. 
TUet^ were few authors, antieht or modern, whose. 
¥Mt£ags were not familiarly known to her in their 
6Wn idioms. With the Greek and' Latin languages 
She wiEis very.cohversimt; and in those of more mo* 
dietn date her acquirements were still more consider-, 
SBle. Those of France, Italy, and Spain, she haft 
sd.ehtfrely masfered, that she read, spoke, and wrote 
<&iim with^.a fhi^ncy and correctness hardly inferior, 
tf^ fhdse 6f a native. Of Qerm^ and Swedish she 
had not gained so extensive a 'knowledge, but she 
read them with facility. In all feminine pursuits she 
was equally successful; in all manner olF needle- 
work | in mui^ic, of which she was both a^performer 
and composer; in drawing and painting, and in the 
art of etching. Distinguished, however, as sl;ie yms 
fnthes^d. various departments of science and accom-; 
plishment; she W^s yet more a4mirable for the ey^liT; 
n|6ds of her temper, for the 3uavity of her manners^ 
taid^l^t modest retrredness of disposition which led. 
lieir to shrink frota the celebrity to which the extent, 
ana application 6f her tajlents so justly entitled her.;, 
for ^at piir^ atid fervent devotion which governed 
lie^ conduct through life> ahd enabled her fo sustain^ 
ildt only with patient resignation, but even, lyith 
clieerfuhie^s, the heavy dispensations of sickness^ 
and p4iU, by which her last years were en^bittered;; 
ror.(^ar^^0us 'pur^^^ truth, and almost eiit)^u*; 
siksti6 ad^^^^^^ moral obUgatians on which. 

all social order and ^ood goyernmeut -are ifoundf^y 
and, above all, for her consta^ exercise <>fkindAesf^ 
towards her friends, and of cttarlty tow^surds aU ttiose 
within tlie sphere of her active .Deyieyple^ce. ; Ppi^ 
sessiitg an easy ibotigh limiti^^ 'income,, iShe invari- 
ably allotted a large portion of ^t^ to jkte'me^^^ 
necessitous^ the succour of tlie'aged and infirm, and 

t2 
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tbe viitiEoiis edacation of jiie yocmg. In the year 
1800 she published/ anonymausly. The Progress o/ 
the Pilgrim Good-Intent in Jacobinical Times, an 
imitation of, or sequel to. The Pilgrim's Progress ot 
Bnnyan, having all the spirit of, but greater polish 
than the oridnal. It was translated into German,' 
by ofrder of his late Majesty, by M. de Luc, who, 
went into Germany for &e purpose of counteracting; 
the effects of Jacobinical principles. At the death: 
of Mrs. B. the ninth edition was published, vitl^i her; 
name affixed : this excellent work is now in the sup- 
pleJnentary catalogue of the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge. She published sdso three, 
comedies, translated from the Spanish, and, we 
beliete, other works. 

12. 1762.— KING GEORGE lY BORN* 
♦12. 1822.— MARQUESS OF LONDONDERRY DiED, 

His character is thus ably and impartially pour^ 

trayed by a' celebrated contemporary writer. * Wh^i 

we find (he observes) 'within the course of a very few* 

jeeas, no less than three eminently gifted membera.of 

die British senate struck, in the most high and brilliant' 

state of tibeir faculties, with a sudden and i^stanta^. 

neons blight of reason, and driven, by an almost 

momentary fit of insanity, to the unconscious act of 

aelf-destrttction, we cannot but tremble at the frail 

tenure of those noble talents, which seem to form^ 

the most genuine and dignified objects of human. 

pride. It is needless to dispute on the gradations] 

by which die Noble Marquess, who now lies cold in 

death, ascended to his twofold distinction as isi di- 

plomaHst and a debater, or tcf notice the censures 

which may liave been passed on him in each of those 

diameters; for it is enough to ^ay^'ttiat in the Hopse 

l»f Commons he was considered to discharge, with 

estrae^dMary tact and effect, the difficult officp, of a 

Parlidmentery leader t and thrdughout the contii»bnt 

" " ' St 
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oi Earope he was looked iqp to as one of the ablest 
negotiators of the age. If we look to personal 
Aimowr«> which, though an ingenaous nund will per*' 
haps rank them bek>w the acquirements of talent 
and experience, are yet justly classed among the 
cn^Yiable distinctions of social life, how riehly wair 
his, lordship endowed with these splendid gifts of 
fortune ! To his own merits was probably owing the 
last elevation in the peerage conferred on his noble 
father, and transmitted to himself. Decorated with, 
thc^. highest domestic and many foreign oiders, a? 
cabinet minister, and a personal favourite of the 
most gra,cious of sovereigns, it was scarcely possible^ 
for him to desire any new title, or outward claim. tO: 
the reverence of his fellow citizens. His pers<H»iljL 
appearance and deportment were well suited to his 
other distinctions ; but he had better claims than any 
we have yet mentioned — to. that peace of mind which* 
one would have thought must for ever have shielded; 
him from the dire calamity to which he fell a victim. 
Of high honour, fearless, undaunted, and firm in hia; 
r^olves, he combined, in a ranarkable manner, with- 
the fwtiter in re, the suaviUr, in.nwlQn To his pa-, 
litical adversaries (and he.ha4 no other) he was at 
oucfi open, frank, unassuming, and coosiequ(»fly> 
conciliating. Seldom was his temper ruffled, or his. 
self-possession disturbed. He was hai^y in his. 
union with a most amiable contort, and be was tb^ 
pride of a venerated father. To his friends he was> 
grateful for service, and firm in attachment ; to his 
tenants and other dependants he was liberal mid kidd; 
tjQ^ the poor, charitable and beneficent ;. to all, without 
distinction^r candid, g^ieroas, and humane. 

^Such a man must have been regarded (and, mi 
deed, ^e Noble Marquess was so by all who kmm 
him) as the last person in the world to yield to^nerr** 
ous weakness, to lowness of spirits^ or debyitss off 
mii^..r Nc» was.tb^ any ibim ^ tiie pfesent 
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llie siune aiaii» who, amid the terrors of J]iauiV0C(kiB 
mid .tf emsQii, the fefr8>o£imva8ioti,.thd migiHT^^tli* 
i«nph3 of ran implacable,, dninny^aiid the atdadnif' 
Hfigptiationsfor the. roiHEislsdiliabBiont of i«>bial biid#r ' 
im Europe, had stood fearleMdyand pfoa^ly ere<^,- 

WitbA(41alMeaiidioiil#er8«t%«>4]^r'' --' 

the saioemaiH in a tisie of calih and qoi^ti^ie^s^ in 
the cftowftvctf iris ago; aad^th^o pTO^j[)^t befc^^ 
huh tat^t^f ^oGftiiiuM and grdpwibg'ffeii^ity; hsis* 
beenwitrti^k'to'the'eaYth hy a dii^ordet' as hitxteAtkM<6 
a» it Tims 'imei&pected. The accumtilateii '^stt^H 6t 
H^^y^BtJts of toilj operating by slow* ftiit cer&ib'dfe-* 
gvoeSy has developed itself in an instant, and 'fl^i^ 
illlelteGtual^ ^rame has fallen into ruins 'before a^V" 
(me oo^ld suspect Ibat it was* imdermined. Sofiraif 
is4ibe edifice •efton^n happiness herebelo^tr!* An$ 
fliesfe gt^i Bxid awful lessons are from fiihe fo.tteLe; 
Mld'Oilfi 4o'U(9-Hnot'«hat we should undervalue.' tKe' 
ifiighti^ obligations Which We owe to the gredttnenN 
oT'^iirago^; not tbalJ-Wfe ourselves sW>uMslaclcc4i 
dur <3o^rse isp the paA of public duty ;btftUiat we 
libo^^ickiiowy cuid >f6d, Ifiat the true object 6f dll' oat 
^eitions here i& pkkeedla andflfel' and arbett^er st^fi^' 

c Hisremains Were deposited in Westihihster Abbey 
(M^th6^'90Si<^f 'Afigu^t. .' - ^ ■ ■'■ *' < »;■ •■;■ '^■ 
;••••• t:: ;: : ; . 16.— a^ssumptio!^. ■' '-^ ' /'"' * 
. ' l%iS is a festival in fheOreek and !Etomisb 'efaurbfiei^ 
ki honMr ttf^^lh^ sttj^osed miraculous iiscj^nsioh'djf 
the Virgin ^MAty into' heaven: ' 'Tfafe nageaht itf 
bMoiit^ 6f (he Virfih, formerly • held m me^chr 
tlM^fpri^^ir Rouen; Was established by Oes Mat^J 
ttre'gbV^A»ot :of ta^ppe, in 1448, in honour Bf ^§ 
illal>ex)^alsibn <>f the £i]tglii!»h. tbb first t(ras^fi6if 
m^ChHUmfUe Assuiiq>HM was ^the^fd^der Sf 1!^^ 
under wtfMs ^«is)>ii5e§ temd^lre^ctibh it ^^^c^d^X 
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^. Aboat Midsmniner t^e principal tnhaiiltajits: 
used to assemble at ttie Hotelde Vilk, or town^honse 
cff J>ieppe> and' there they selected the girlof the* 
most exemplary character to rcpresdnt the Virgiir- 
Mttry, and with her six other yoxing women, to act: 
tiie parts of the daughters of Siori. The hcmont of- 
fignring in this holy drama was greatly coveted; an4 
the, historian of Dieppe gravely assures ns, that flie 
etturaestness felt on ttte occasion mainly contributed 
fa^Qm preservation of that purity of manners and that' 
genmnd piety, which Subsisted in this town icngw 
Hum in any other of France ! Bat the election of tiui 
vugbi ^T^^ ^m^^ anffif^ient: a representative, of St-. 
Feter was also to be fonnd among tfie clergy; and 
tiie lait^ were so far favoared, that they were permit- 
ted to furnish the eleven other apostles. This done,: 
Upon the 14th of August the Virgin was laid in 
a cradle of the form of a tomb, and was carried early 
in the morning, attetided by her suite of either sex,' 
to the church of St. Jacques; while before the door 
of the master of the guild was stretched a large car- 
pet, embroidered .witti verses in letters of gold, so- 
ling forth his own good qualities, and his love for the 
holy Mary j Hitiier also,, as soon as Lauds had 
been sung, the procession repaired from the churchy 
and then it was joined by the governor of the 
town, the members of the guild, the municipal offi^ 
eers, and the clei^ of tiie parish of St. Remi. Urns 
attended, they paraded the town, singing hymns, 
which were accompanied by a fidl band. The pro- 
cession was increased by the great body of the in* 
habitants; and its impressiveness was still further 
augmented by numbers of the youth of either sex,^ 
w1k> assumed the garb and attributes of their patron; 
saints, and mixed in the immediate train of the jirin*^ 
eipal actors. They then again repaired to the church,; 
where Te l^eum was sung by the foil choir, in cam«< 
memoration of the victory over the^I^gUsh, and 
high mass was perfonuea^ and the sacranmit ad«' 
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ndnMevedto tfae whole paitjr. Ihfriii? th6 stevici^ 
ariMffinic Tepreseatation w^ given of the Assamptton 
of. the Viiig;iii. A scaffolding i¥a8 raised, rcactdng 
nearly te the top of the dome, and supporting an. 
mme * oanopy intended to emulate the * spai^;led 
^MMilt of heaven;' and about two feet below the 
fllunniit of it appeared, seated on a splendid throne, 
an old man as ^. image of the Father Almighty, a 
itopresMtation equally absurd and impious, uA 
tAieh could alone be tolerated by tilie votarks-of flie 
. WOTSt superstitions of popery. On eitbor s^de four 
pasteboaid aageb, of the size of men, ^oated in 
the air,' and flapped their winirs in .c»d*»i^ u^ ♦!«? 
toimds of tue organ; wbile above iras suspended a 
large triangle^ at whos^ comers were jdaced three 
[fUAllei: angelj^ who, at the intermission of each bf- 
fice^ performed upon a eet of little bells ttie hymn; pf 
*)4vejMaria graUii iJBei plena per SecMla/ &id., ax> 
ONDpanied by a laiger angel on eaph side .wi<h a 
tnDttqmi. To complrtef this portion of the.spectecle^ 
Iwo.^ers, bd«rw the old man's feet^ heldia^erii^ 
wdiicb. were iigfated as the services,faegaii,>aiul iixn 
tiiiguKihed at their 0k>se; on whidi. ocoasokms the 
ilpttras were:made to express neluctance by thrajag^ 
qUcUy abouli) sd that it required some dexterity to 
qiply the eGBlioguisheis.. At thecemmehcement' of 
timtiuasfi, two of ' th^e^ angels by the :side of tii^ Al- 
Mif^y descended to the foot of the altac, and, fldnAog 
fj^raeelves by the tomb, in Kvhich a pftSiteboajtidfigute 
ei^ the .Virgin had .been substitute i for hei liviagp xe^ 
pBe8eBtative>^^tly; raised ittoithefeetiof the Father. 
The image, as it miounted, fromtkneLto time lifted 
its-headaad extended it&.arms,l;as if eotasdous of 
the approaching faeatttade; theu, after having 'le-^ 
eesvqd the bene^ction, and been encircled by^am-. 
tjhtt angel. TKith) a jev^wn of glorjr, 4t :gradually disap* 
peased:b^hindi the clouds^. Atthls instant a: huffiioii^ 
#ho a)ldke:time bad been pU^ymg MS antics below^' 
bhistd iaio an . extravagant £t of jay j at one momeiit 
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clapping hist faftiids most yiolentfyy at. the next 
stretching himself oi;t as if dead. Finajily, he ran 
up to th^ feet of *the old man^ and hid himself under 
his legs, so as to show only his bead** The people 
called him Grimaldiy an appellation that appears to 
have belonged to him by usage ; and it is a singular 
coincidence, that the surname of the noblest family 
of Genoa the Proud, thus assigned by the rude rabb^ 
of a seaport to their buffoon, should belong of right 
to the sire and son, whose mops and mowes afford 
pastime to the lipper gallery at Covent Garden. 

Thus did the pageant proceed in all its grotesque 
glory ; and, while 

These laboured nothiDgs in so strange a style 
Amazed tli' nsleamed, and made the learned smile, 

the children shouted aloud for thek favourite Gri* 
maldi; the priests, accompamed with bells, trum- 
pets, and organs, thundered ovA the mass; the pious 
were loud in their exclamations of rapture at the 
devotion of the Virgin; and the whole church was 
filled with a hoarse and confused murmuring sound. 
The sequel of this, as of most other similar repre^ 
saltations, was a hearty dinner. — (See Mr. Dawam 
Turner's very interesting Tour in Normandy, vol. i.) 

♦16. 18!^.— THE KING VISItBt) SCOTLAND. 

John Mayne, author of the ' Siller Gun' and many 
very pretty small pieces, with which we have, from 
time to time, enriched our previous volumes, has 
commemorated his Sovereign's visit to Edinburgh 
in a song quite worthy of the author, — and of a place 
in Time's Telescope. 

GfiORGE THE FOURTB A«D A' THAT. 

King George the Fourth is coming down 
To see his friends in Embro-town ; 
To hold bis Court^ and wear the Crown 

O* Scotland's &tngs, and 4* liiat : 
And a' the Chieftains o' the North, 
Lords, leddies^ lairds, and men of worth, 
V Aipe .fiddling to the Firtlri/ Forth, 

To welcome him, and a' that ! 
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Whole days or«re he reached the knd; 
.A happy people, hand in hand, 
' Were ranged for miles alaog the strand. 

Expecting him, an^ a* that ! 
For thoogfa oni: Liege has kingdoms tiuree. 
And mony any island in the sea, 
Auld Scotland tries to bear the gree, 

For loyalty, and a' that ! 

Meantime, wi' mony a bonny sang 
The streets and squares of Embro rang : 
Minstrels, and masic-bells, ding-dang. 

Played loyal tunes, and a' that : 
On ilka house, frae street to street, 
On Calton-hill and Arthnr's-seat, 
Where leddies perched, like angels sweet. 

On vrings o' peace, and a' that ! 

At length, amid ten thousand cheers, 
Behold, the Royal Barge appears ! 
And hither, as the squadron steers, 

Wi' gilded flags, and a' that. 
The joy-bells ring, the trumpets sound ; 
And now, while thnnd'ring guns rebound, 
* God save the King V is sung around, 

Wi* tears of joy, and a* that I 

As nearer land the Monarch drew, 
. Wi* shoots the welkin rung anew> 
A louder blast the pipers blew. 

Saluting him, and a' that : 
His stately form, his gracefu' mien, 
Majestic, dignified, serene. 
Increased the grandeur o' the scene, 

And won our hearts, and a' that ! 

Thick as the leaves in Bimam Wood, 

Frae Leith, as far as Holyrood, 

The learned, the wise, the great, the good. 

The rich, the gay, and a' that ; 
Archers, and troops, wi' banners bright, 
Clansmen, and Celts, and Chiefs o' might. 
And Yeomanry, a glorious sight ! 

Await their King, anda'tiiat! 

O, Scotia! Land of bills and lakes ! 
Land o' the brave ! sweet Land o' Cakes ! 
Whene'er the King bis pleaaore takes 

Amang your tow*rs, and a* that, 
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Where'er he rests, where'er he move^i 
Regard him ¥«|h j^ior^^eBt loves ! 
Aod may his coming, like the dove's, 

Uringlove aai poMe, m^ a' that ! 

Ah ! mony a dowy da^ has.been 
Since Scotland saw a Ejng^or (kaeenl 
kingdoms fuid States, and. Ttirone£|, J we^Q, . 

Ha'e been d'ertunied since a' Ihat ! 
YitiScttTtwkNi>,WitlMiit<raek or4aw, 
«|ft«S<WM«Bd fam^ wg4lM^iF¥Wifff 
While Virtue, aniaB|| «seat4ind4«ia', 

Adorps he;r hairps, and a' that] 

Ad^ hwHn it in yonr belted pUid, 
liet ittes andlionoars due be paid 

To Royalty, and af that: 
XtagH Ziom ^nd iOattins.ctflUI^ ttaeMli 
ibk'e JbttffishAd itft ipfkqkrMWFil, 
4l better never wore tbe^romi 

Than Georgb tjie FpiirUi,ior a* that ! 

Bol, oh ! ^while ^fpam And capaons r^r. 
And plaudits welcome him on-shore. 
The 'heart is wonnded to the core 

That we iBttBii iMrty^orV that ; 
Yet fill yonr gobleU till they foam; 
And when the Rihg's disposed to roam, 
He'll look on Scotland as his home. 

And come again, and a' that ! 

His Majesty left Scotland on the 29th of August, 
embaiking at Port Edgar, the royal yacht being tow- 
ed by the James Wait steam-packet. At six o'clock 
P.M., a salute from the batteries announced that the 
royal squadron was at sea, and the wind was as fa- 
vourable as could be desired. The royal fleet arrived 
at Greenwich on the 1st of September, at nearly the 
saine hour it had quitted its moorings on the 10th of 
August. — ^A complete historical detoU of this event, 
with all its attendant circumstances, will be found 
in Blackwood's Magazine for September 1822, nearly 
I the whole number (140 closely printed column pages) 
I hm^ dedicated la liie subjeet. We have ody room 
^ for 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



280 RBICARKABLB DAHS 

HEBE CLOSE WE FOU THE PRESENT! THIS, O KJHQi, 
THIS NUMBER DO WE DEDICATE TO THEE, 
LOWLY AND REVERENTLY ON BENDED KNEE, 

OUR LOYAL TRIBUTE HUMBLY OFFERING. 

WHILE WE HAVE HAND TO WRITE, OR VOICE TO StNG, 
WHILE WE HAVE MASTERY OF VERSE AND PROSE,— 
IN SHORT, WHILE THROUGH OUR HEART THE LIFE- 
BLOOD FLOWS, 

SIMILAR TRIBUTE SHALL WE JOY TO BRING. 

AND THOUGH OLD AGE HATH LAip UPON OUR HEAD 
THE SNOW OF THREESCORE WtJjTERS, YET, IP E'ER 

NEED SHOULD ARISE—IF DAYS OF DOUBT AND DREAD 
SUMMON US IN THY CAUSE, THE FIGHT TO DARE, 
AGE-STRICKEN AS WE ARE, WE FORTH SHOULD FARE, 

OUR ^LOOD, AS CRIMSON AS OUR TYPE, TO SHED! 

*20. 1547.— THB FIRST BOOK OP HOMILIES^ 

Published by Ciranmer. This, together with the 
second Book, published in 1563, however obsolete it 
may b&tve become in some respects; is neveHheless 
a most valuable standard of the doctrines of tbt 
Church of iBngland ; and it is well deserving of that 
fresh circulation which has been givai to it of late 
years by the Institution of the Prayer Book and Hm- 
mily Society, and by the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge admitting it into Iheir cata- 
logue ; both Societies, too, have printed the Homilies 
in separate tracts, so that they bid fair to be more 
generally diffused and known in the ninettentti cen* 
tury, than Ibey were in the sixteenth. 

24,— SAIHT BARTHOLOMEW. 

The word Bartholomew means the son of Tolmai, 
or Tolbmasus;^ tfie name of a fanuly among tilie Jews, 
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mentioned by Josephos. He preached the Gospel 
in Armenia^ converted the Lycaonians, and after- 
wards visited India. Some authors assert that he 
was crucified, lik^ St. Peter, with his bekd down- 
wards ; others, however, with more probability, say, 
that he was flayed alive, by order of Astyages, King 
of Armenia. — On ttie massacre of St. Bartiiolomew, 
see T.T. for 1821, p. 217. 

*25. 1822.~SIR W. HBRSOHBL, KKT., LL.D., F.R.S., 
LOKD. AND BD.,- DIBD, MT. 83; 

President of flie Astronomical Society ; and Mem- 
ber of nearly all the principal scientific bodies of 
^Emrope and America. Tins distinguished astro- 
nomer was bom at Hanover, November 15, 1738 ; 
his father being a musician, brought up his four sons, 
of whom Sir William was the second, to the same 
profession, and placed Mm, at the age of fourteen^ 
in the band of the Hanoverian Foot Guards. Un- 
able, however, long to endure tiie drudgery of such a 
situation, and conscious of superior proficiency in 
his art, he determined on quitting the regiment, and 
seeking his fortune in England, where he arrived 
about the year 1757. After struggling with great 
diflGicuIties in London, he was engaged by the Earl 
of Darlington to superintend and instruct a military 
band tiien forming by that nobleman in the count}^ 
of Durham ; and the opening thus afforded contribute 
ed so far to increase his reputation and connexions, 
as to induce him to spend several years after the tei^ 
mination of this engagement in the neighbourhood of 
XiCeds, Pontefract, Doncaster, &c., where he had 
many scholars^ and led t)ie public concerts and ora^ 
tdrios. 

In 1766 he was chosen organist at Halifax, a si- 
tuation he soon after resigned for the more advan- 
tageous one of organist to th0 Octagon Chapel at 
Bath. In tiiisgreat and gay resort of fashion, his 
e^itraordinary mujsical talents procured him ample 
^employment; and the direction of the public con-^ 
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certs, and his private teachings produced.him a:con* 
siderable income. 

Bat though fond to enthusiasm of his profession, 
his ardent ttiirst for knowledge had begun for some 
time past to open a nobler field for bis exertions. 
While at Halifax, he had commenced a coarse of 
mathematical reading ; and in dpite of the difficulty 
of such studies, acquired, without assistance, a con- 
siderable familiarity with theprinciples both of pure 
and applied mathematics, llie sublime views dis- 
closed by modem astronomy had powerfully attract- 
ed his attention; and when he read of the noble 
discoveries made by the assistance of the telescope, 
he was seized witii an irresistible desire to see 
with his own ey^ the wonders of which he read. 
Fortunately the price of an instrument capable of 
satisfying his curiosity was beyond his means, and 
he resolved to attempt the construction of one for 
himself. In this arduous task, after encountering 
epdless difficulties, he succeeded; and in 1774 first 
saw Saturn in a five feet reflecting telescope, made 
by his own hands. Encouraged by this suQcess, he 
now attempted larger telescopes, and soon completed 
a seven, a ten, and a twenty feet reflector; labouring 
with such obstinacy, as to have actually finished no 
less than 200 object mirrors before he could satisfy 
himself with the performance of one. 

Astronomy now occupied so much of his attention, 
that he began to limit his professional engagements, 
and restrict the number of his scholars. About the 
latter end of 1779, he commenced a regular review 
of the Heavens, star by star, with a seven feet re- 
flector; and having already continued this upwards 
of eighteen months, he was at length rewarded, on 
the 13th of March 1781, with the discovery of a new 
primary planet, to which he afterwards gave the 
name of Geargium Sidi^, now more generally dis- 
tinguished by that of Uranus. 

In consequence of this memorable discovery^ the 
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attention of the Sfpientific worl^ became fixed upon 
hUn ; and his late Majesty^ with a promptitude of li- 
berality which mvst ev^jr be recorded to hi^ hdnour 
as a patron of science, enabled him, by the settle- 
Hient of a handsome sale^> to disconti]^ne his pro- 
fessional exertions, and devote the remainder of his 
life wholly to astronomy. Herschel now quitted Bath> 
and took up his residence at Datchet, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Windsor, where he was no sooner 
established, than he entered oa a career of discovery, 
un^8Lampled, perhaps, in the history of science. 
Having removed to Slough, he commenced the 
erection of a telescope of yet larger dimensions than 
any before attempted, which be completed in 1787 ; 
and aided by this stupendous instrument, and by 
others of hardly inferior power, he extevided his re- 
searches to every part of the heavens, penetrating 
iiKlD regions of space of a ren^oteness eluding calcu- 
lation, and developing views of the construction of 
our own system and the universe, of a daring subli- 
mity, hardly more surprising than the strictness of 
the induction on which they rest. In these observa- 
ti^iis, and the laborious calculations into which they 
l^, he was assisted throughout by his excellent sister. 
Miss Caroline Herischel, whose ' indefatigable and 
unhesitating devotion in the performance of' a task 
usually deemed incompatible with female habits, 
surpasses all eulogium. 

Sir W. Herschel's discoveries were communicated 
as they arose to the Royal Society, and form an im- 

E^rtantpart of the published transactions of that 
anted body from the year 1782 to 1818: many of 
these discoveries are detailed in the early volumes of 
Time*8 Telescope. 

As an astronomer. Sir W. Herschel was surpassed 
by no one of the present age; and the depth of his 
scientific researches, and the extent of his observa- 
tions, rendered him, perhaps, second only to the 
immortal Newton. He was interred in Upton 

u2 
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Ckaroh^ Bei:ks, in which parish he had resided for 
many years. He has left oile son; who, with bU fa* 
ther's name, inherits his distingaished talents. 

28.— SAINT AUGUSTINE. 

Angostine was bom at Thagaste, a town in Nnmi- 
dia, in the year 354. He was a judicious divine, and 
the most yolominons writer of all the Fathers. He 
died in 480, at the age of seventy-seven. 

29.-^JOHN BAPTIST BBHBADED. 

This day was formerly denominated Festum Col- 
lectionis JSancti Johannis Baptiata ; or the feast of 
gathering up St. John the Baptist's relics; but after- 
wards, by corruption, Festum DecoUationis, the fes- 
tival in remembrance of his being beheaded. His 
nativity is celebrated on the 24th of June, which see. 

Bishop Hall, in his Contemplation on John Bap- 
tist beheaded, after speaking of his death, breaks out, 
' O happy birth-day, not of Herod, but of the Bap- 
tist ! Now doth John enter into his joy ; and, in his 
name, is this day ever celebrated of the church. 
This blessed forerunner of Christ said of himself, I 
must decrease. He is decreased indeed, and now 
grown shorter by the head ; but he is not so much de- 
creased in stature, as increased in glory. For one 
minute's pain, he is possessed of en^essjoy; and, as 
he came before his Saviour into the world, so he is 
gone before him into heaven!' — He afterwards adds, 
' Oh ! the wondrous judgments and incomprehensible 
dispositions of the holy, wise. Almighty God ! He, 
that was sanctified in ihe womb, bom and conceived 
with so much note and miracle, {what maimer qf 
child shall this be?) lived with so much reverence 
and observation, is now, at midnight, obscurely 
murdered in a close prison, and his bmd brought 
forth to the idsnltation and irrision of harlots and 
ruffians. O God ! thou knowest what thou hast to 
do with thiine own : thus thou suffered thine to be 
misused and slaughtered here below, that thou 
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mayest crown them above. It should not be thns^ if 
thou didst not mean that their glory shonld be an- 
swerable to their depression/— ( TTorit^^ by Prait, 
vol. ii, p. 824.) 

^jstronomtcol (^Occurrences 

In AUGUST 1823. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Sun enters Virgo at 24 m. past midnight of 
the 23d. He will also be eclipsed on the 6th^ but 
the eclipse will be invisible in this country^ as the 
following are the circumstances under whic}i it will 
happen: — 

Conjuliction at 1 h. 53 m. 15 8. 
Inlotfgitttde ... 4 8. IS® 14' 
Moon's latitude V> 24' 45" South. 

The Sun will also appear and disappear^ during 
the same period, as in the following 

TABLE 

Of the Sun* 8 Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

August Ist, Sun rises 20 m. after 4. Sets 40 m. after 7 

Othi 37 ......... 4 33 ......... 7 

11th, 35 4 25 7 

16th, 44 4 16 7 

Slst, 53... ; 4 ...; 7 7 

26th, 2 5 ...i 58 6 

31st, 12 5 48 6 

Equation of Time. 

The following Table shows the quantities that 
must be added to solar time to obtain that which 
should be indicated by a well-regulated clock at the 
same instant ; and, consequently, if the hour indi- 
cated by the clock do not agree with the calculation 
after this correction is made, it will require to be 
put to that time, and regulated accordingly. The 
correctipn for any intermediate day or hour may 
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readily be found by proportion, and applied in flie 
same manner. Tlie equation is given for noon of 
the respective days. 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

m. 9- 

Friday » August Ist, to the time by the. dial add 6 

Wednesday, ... 6th, 5 38 

Monday, ilth, ...,....• 6 1 

Saturday, ...... 16th, 4 9 

Thursday, ... 31st, 3 4 

Xiiesciay, •••.•«••» <wDui, ••.......••.»•.•••.••.•••......•.•....• * 4o 

Sunday, ......... Slst, 2Q 

Lunar Phenomena. 
Phases of the Moon. 

New Moon, 6th day, at 53 m. past 1 in the afternoon 

First Quarter, I3th 20 2 

Full Moon, 21st 41 6 

Last Quarter, 29th 17 6 in the morning. 

MooiCs Passage over the Meridian. 
Such of our young readers as wish to observe the 
Moon in her passage over the meridian this month, 
may have an opportunity on the following days, 
provided the weather prove favourable, viz. 

August 14th, at 32 m. past 6 in the evening 

15th, ... 23 7 

16th, ... 14 .....l:... 8 ..................... 

18th, ... 52 9 at night 

I9th, ... 38 10 

20th, *. 23 11 

29th, ... 40 5 in the morning 

30th, ... 41 6 

31st, ... 43 7 

Phsnomena Planbtarum. 
Phases of Venus. 

Ihis beautiful planet now presents one of the 
most pleasing telescopic views which the heavens 
afford. Her brightness increases rapidly. Her ap- 

1>earance is nearly that of a Half moon. Her co-* 
our is a fine white lights and her surface is diver- 
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sifted irith spots^ hj which the time of her remhition 
on her asis is ascertained. 

!«.,„«♦ lo* fll^'^niinated part Sir 5 '78537 digits 
^"^"'^*^*'il)ark part ..:.....= 6-21463 

Eclipses of Jupittr's Satellites. 

As Japiter now recedes from the Snn^ more and 
more of his satellites become visible ; though only 
the following three of these phenomena fall under 
our notice this month ir^ 

Immersions. 

First Satellite^ llUi day, at 16 m. 38 s. after 3 in the morning 

27th ...» 82 .. 38 ... . 1 

Second Satellite, 7th . . . . 25 . . 38 . . . 3 . 

TABLE 

Of the Dransits and Meridional Altitudes of the 
Planets. 

1st 7th 13th 19th 25th 







TRANSITS. 










h. m. 


h, m. 


h. m. 


h, 9n» 


h, tn. 


Mercury 


11 14 mor. 


11 42 


9^ft, 


. 31 


49 


Venns 


2&4aft. 


2 51 


2 46 


2 41 


2 34 


Mars 


9 47 mor. 


9 41 


9 36 


9 30 


9 25 


Jupiter 


9, 19 mor. 


9 1 


8 43 


8 25 


8 8 


Saturn 


6 42 mor. 


6 20 


5 58 


5 37 


5 16 


G. Sidus 


9 62qft. 


9 28 

ALTITUDES 


9 4 


842 


8 18 


Mercury 


600 8' 


57^58' 


'5403I' 


50019' 


45048' 


Venus 


40 15 


37 34 


34 38 


31 57 


29 24 


Mars 


62 21 


62 9 


61 50 


61 25 


60 54 


Jupiter 


61 39 


61 39 


61 38 


61 37 


61J35 


Saturn 


54 49 


54 53 


54 56 


54 58 


54 59 


O. Sidus 


14 55 


14 54 


14 54 


14 53 


14 53 



Other Phenomena. 
Venus will obtain her greatest elongation on the 
1st of this month* The Moon will be in conjunction 
witii Mars at 48 m. after 6 in the morning of the 4th ; 
vnHk tt in Scorpio^ at 24 m. past midnight, of the 
14th; and with Georgium Sidns, at 23 m. past 2 in 
Hie afternoon of the 17th. Mercury will be. in his 
superior conjunction at midnight of (he lldi; he 
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will also be in conjanction willi «inLeo on the 15ili; 
when the planet will be 74J' notfh of the star. Sa* 
tarn will likewise be in quadrature at a quarter past 
7 in the morning of tiie 17tb. 



REFLECTIONS €N TME STARRY HEAVENS. 

(C<Hitiimtd from page 901.] 

On taming our ey^s to the heavens, one of the 
first sensations we experience arises from the dif- 
ferent apparent magnitudes or Imghtness of these 
celestial bodies. When the Sun has sunk below the 
western horison, and we watch the diminution of twi- 
light, some of the most pr4>minent stars soon he^ 
to protrude their scintillating rays through the waning 
day $ and these are followed by others of an inferior 
lustre, till the multitude rapidly increases, as the 
departing day retires. But it is only when the twi- 
light has wholly disappeared, and the Moon is hid 
beneath the horizon, that the smallest stars that are 
visible to the naked eye can be seen. Astronomers 
have arranged the stars in eight classes. The 
largest and brightest are called stars of the. 1st mag^ 
nitude ; the next in lustre, stars of the 2d mctgnitude ; 
die next in brilliancy, stars of the 3d, and so on to 
the 8th; but the 7th and 8th classes cannot be seen 
without tb^ {Mssistance of telescopes. The number 
of stars in each of the six magnitudes that fall within 
the scope of the nakcid eye, have been estimated as 
fipUows, viz. 

Ist, 2d, Sd, 4tb, 6th, eth, ToUl. 

ao 76 233 510 OSS 1604 3128 
l%ougfa these celestial bodies are called fixed 
stars, in distinction firom the planets and cMtiets, 
which are constantly and visibly ckanging thek 
jplaces, they are liot absolutely without motion ia le* 
fereilce to leaich oth^. Several' of them have been 
fi^ufid, from a comparison of very correct obaexam* 
tion^made at distant periods, to have vaEied^4«ir 
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places. Arcturus, for instance, has a progressive 
motion amoonting to more than two seconds! annxi* 
ally. Dr. Maskelvne also fomid, that, of the thirty- 
six stars of whicn he determined the placid with 
great correctness, thirty-five of them were subject 
to variation; and, in catalogues of the stars, this 
annual difference of their positions is generally aur 
nexed with the sign pltis or minus, showing whether 
it is to be added to, or subtracted from, the numbers 
previously given. 

Here let the young astronomer pause, and reflect to 
what these observations lead him. The stars, shining 
by their own light, have been conceived by many able 
astronomers to be suns, each forming the centre of a 
system, and having its planetary bodies revolving 
round it, like those in the system to which the earth 
belongs. As we know that Infinite Wisdom cannot < 
create any thing in vain, it is reasonable to conclude 
that all these bodies are the abodes of intelligent 
beings, equally capable of emoying their Creator's 
bounties, and reflecting their Maker's praise. When, 
in addition to this, we reflect upon the hbthense dis- 
tances they are from us, that mjrriads of these suns 
^dst iair beyond the utmost power of mortal art to 
view, and even so distant that their Hght (nOtwilA'^ 
standing its amazing velocity) may net nave reached 
us shice die creation of the world; this presents a 
View of the works of the great Crbator too au^si 
for the humaii mind iadequately tx> conceive. In* 
stead of one sun, and one world, as the unihstruct^ 
ed and unreflecting g^ierally suppose, we must ad- 
mit an expanse so boundlesid, filled with suns and 
systeiOs so infinite, that, were our Sun and his whole 
aitoidant train annihilated, by the Word of the sami^ 
JPower who called them into existence, it would not 
be missed bv an eye that could tdce in the whole 
universe; tiUs idea the poet exemplifies, wh^iho 
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, . -^ - One-tt^l^tyftemwftf nqug^tmestiiQate . 

When balanced with the heavens : greater the speck 
Which on the sun-beam dances, when compared 
With TanniSy or the Alps, or Cadcasns ; 
Or on tiie Made the dew-drop to the sea* 

If millions of stms at inconceivable distances from 
each other, attended by tens of millionss of wotlds, 
all revolving round them with incalculable rapidity 
and inexpressible harmony, and peopled by millions 
of millions of rational beings foi*med for endless feli- 
city; if thus 

The Great Sovereign sends ten thonsand worlds 
To teti us He resides above them all, 
In glory*s unapproachable recess; young. 

may we not justly exclaim with another poet, in 
reference to the great Author of their existence, with- 
out participating iu the Platonic sentiment his excel- 
lent lines express : 

Hail ! Source of Being ! Universal Soul 
Of heaven and earth ! essential Presence, hail f 
To Thbb Ibend the knee, to Thee my thoughts 
Continual cHmb, virho with a master hand . . 

Hast the great whole into perfection touched ! 

THOMSON. 

Nor is this magnificent spectacle confined to one 
age or one country: wherever man exists it is 
equally visible ; and the language of David, * The 
heavens declare the glory of God, and thejirmament 
showeth his handy-work/ was not more applicable 
in his day than tu ours. Yes; ttie same stars which 
shed their radiance on the antideluvian world still 
shine with undiminished brightness, and shall only 
be extinguished at the final consummation of oh 
things, when \The heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise^ ^and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat.' Thi^ idea of immutability is finely iUusto^t^ 
in 6illespie'3 ' Seasons contemplated in the Spiifit 
of the Gospel,' where he say^, Mlie^tars which ar- 
rested the attention and directed the motions of ^e 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



REMARKABLE DAYsJ 241 



antient Patriarch, ia his desert mig^'ations with his 
flocks and his herds, — ^ihe constellations which rose 
upon the adventurous bark of tiie Phoenician, as 
he boldly braved the uncertainty and turbiQence of 
the Adrian wave ; the same twilight Hesperus, whose 
ascent taught the shepherd of Syria to pen his flocks, 
and secure his fold, — the same undiminished Light 
which rose in beauty upon Eden, and in all the gleam 
of fiery indignation over the devoted cities of the 
plaiin,— the same sister Luminary, whose withdraw- 
ings and renewals have interested the feelings and 
commanded the oblations of successive and count- 
less generations, — these eternal demonstrations of 
6oD remain still the same, declaring from age to 
age, that, while subordinate objects are exposed to 
alteration and change, in form and composition, 
there is, behind the whole of this passing system, 
an Essence, and an Existence, which is fixed and 
immutable.' 



Cfie iftaturaltet'fi Btat? 

For AUGUST 1823. >i 
Summer and Winter, day and nighi, shdU not cease, — €rfiN. viii, ▼. 22. 

The rich and glowing scenes of summer are now 
spread abroad in all their attractive magnificence; 
fields of waving corn, presenting to the eye a sea of 
elegant bending stems, — the embro\sTied surface of 
vegetation, — and the full-leafed forest trees bowing 
their stupendous heads to the wind, — the orchards 
and gardens teeming with golden fruit, and produce 
of almost every tint — form a picture at once grand 
and delightful. ' But upon all this goodly scene of 
summer-^joy, and festivity,' (observes a powerful 
writer) ' there is a " Mene*" of departing glory 

» Dan. V, 36. 
X 
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legibly inscribed. History hw presenred flie racoid 
of his conduct, who wept c^t the limited extoit ef 
nniversal conquest :--*«nd after the great plan of 
nature has actually been accomplislied, and nothing 
more of growth or decoration remains to be exhibited, 
*-and the very next stage cohdacts inevitably and 
invariably to decaj and dissolution, is it not natural 
for man to experience a like sentiment of vacuity 
and disappointment ? During the winter season ttie 
seeds lay buried in (he eartht and we condoled our- 
selves by the anticipation of spring. In qpring^ too, 
we were pleased and gratified by the r^ectioa that 
there still rraiained another stage of advance towards 
maturity. But on the establishment of summer, when 
the year is at length crowned with accomplishment, 
the heart sickens at the chilling reflection that nothing 
further can be looked forI--How curiously was the 
plant formed which sprung up into maturity before 
us! How variegated with colour, and shape, and 
elegance, were the leaf, and the bud, and the flower ! 
To impart strengtii, and secure progression, and a 
full development of' character, the west wind blew 
kindly-*- the earth lent her nourishing juices — the sun 
returned from his distant excursion— and the whole 
agency of nature appeared to be overruled and 
directed. But now that the shrub has attained its 
destined growth— -that the finishing toudi has bem 
put to tiie object of so much aim and arrangement, the 
sun has commenced his retreat. Decay approaches ; 
the process is henceforward reversed ; and down again 
to the dust, by inches and by hours, must descend 
the hope of spring and the pride of summer!' 

The powerful influence of the solar rays now con- 
tributes to ripen the various sorts of grain which are 
benevolently ^ven for the food of man and cattle. 
The time of commencing the harvest and tiie man- 
ner of taking it vary in different districts, as do the 
ceremonies, now almost extinct, which are observed 
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iAit$ caQcluaiaa'. In. Scotland it is xismL for the 
tmmm to. - tern as well a& the men., lliey cbooBe 
tbeu pMtoecs for the harrest; each by the lass, be 
Ifives^ hM. bis station in the fidd— the maid takes 
paxt of the reap, and goes on before^ leaving what 
com she^cntsin small Jieaps^: called cats, wMdi: when 
ber partner comes npj he adds to the sheptf ; the 
whole business being enlivened by the occasional 
song of hope and merriment : — 

Sacb hate I hewrd in Sottish land. 
Rise liroiii tiie busy Imt-Test ban^ * 
Wbm ftib before tii6 mtf ttntliiDeery 
On lowland plainSy the ripened ear. 



WXUERSCOTT* 



.&i'antienltimes> persons wete allowed to glean in 
ofditHrds and vineyards, as well as in corn-fields. 
Bsdvas seems to - allude to liiis custom : — In ak or- 
dhard of olives, npon every iree there are left three 
or four olives ; when a mneyard is gathered^ there 
ate left some clusters for, them that diligently seek 
through the vineyard* — ^Book II, chap, xvi, v. 29, 80. 

An itd^esting account of an Italian harvest, in the 
xirtghbourhood of Rome, is given by Mrs, Graham, 
iSSL' her FitoMt work descriptive of that country. ' The 
¥4ielii)is reaped towards the end of June> and 
tiiriMig^out July, ten days later than the harvest of 
tlieCampagna. As soon as a large field, or two or 
^ee adjoiniag fields, ar^ reaped, a threshing floor 
is prepiired, and the grain is trodden out by horses; 
so that it iSi.threshed before it is stored, or even re- 
moYed from tiie field ; a practice* that could notob^ 
tain in Our uncertain climate. The clayey nature of 
the BoHl renders Virgil's precept, to 

DeWeof convenient depth jrotirliiresbioff floor, . 
With tempered clay then fill and lace it o^ei^, 

■ ' I ■ ■ I ■ . ; . - - 

■ For an account of the manner of taking the harvest in Swisser- 

fand, consult our last volumey pp. 234-23^ 
* * Ihyden'a Virgil, Georg. I. v. 358. We saw threshing ioors, such 

as VirgU desorihes, in the neighbourhood of Naples, 
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unnecessary. Here a piece of ground in the highest 
and driest part of the field is first smoothed with a 
hoe, and then swept venr clean. If the crop be smally 
it is threshed with a flail ; if otherwise, horses are 
used to tread it out. We have seen from ten to 
fourteen on one floor. The corn is winnowed on the 
spot/ by means of a sieve supported on poles, and 
the chaff burned forthwith. 

' Harvest-home, as with us> is a time of univei^ 
merriment. It is generally celebrated with a dance, 
when csJlcs, called ciamhelli, made of fine flour, oil, 
and honey; and others, called pizzt, made of barley, 
well salted, are distributed, with a good allowance of 
wine. If the harvest has been plentiful, a large sheaf is 
generally reserved for some favourite saint, as the of- 
fering of first-fruits among the Hebrews was corn keat'- 
en out offutt ears (Levit . ii, 14). The reapers carry it 
along ; Uie priest meets them, a prayer of dedicatioti 
is said, the sheaf is placed before the altar. We 
had the pleasure of seeing the tittle church of Santa 
Maria delle Grazie so adorned ; and whether it be 
the remain of pagan rites, or the natural expression 
of pious gratitude, acting alike under different laws 
and in different ages, we were too well pleased to 
inquire. We have seen the poor Hindoo place his 
cocoa-nut and his handful of rice before his house- 
hold gpds. We read of the elegant offerings of odo- 
rous flowers and fruits made by Catullus to the rural 
guardian of his vineyard; but none of these pleased 
us so much as the plentiful sheaf given by the Chris- 
tian Polese to the Madonna delle Grazie.' 

About the 11th of August, the puffin (alca arcticaj 
migrates ; and soon afterwards the swift disappears, 
probablyWingingits way to more southern regions. 
Young broods of goldfinches {frmgilla carduelis) 
are now seen; lapwings {tringa vanellus) and lin- 
nets Cfringilla UnotaJ congregate; the nuthatch 
chatters. 
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At the begimdng of Augnst^i melilot {trifoKum 
tfficinale), me (ruta graveolens),, the water parsnip 
{sygimbrium nasturtium), horehound {marrubium vul- 
gore), water-mint (mentha aquatica), the orpine (56- 
dum te^phium), and the gentiana amarella, have 
flieir flowers full blown. The purple blossoms of 
fhe meadow sa£Eron (colcMcum autumnale) now adorn 
the low, moist lands, The vinous infusion of its 
Toot forms a celebrated remedy for that excruciating 
malady^ the gout ; it has been also used with success 
in chronic tbeumatism. 

The ^eramum tribe now add to llie beauty of the 
garden^ and many pretty species also decorate our 
. smmy banks: the malvaceous order^ which abound 
with mucilage, and the spurges {euphorbia), with 
tiieir acrid milky juices, bearing the seed sdways 
iBlevated on the flower, are seen in great variefrjT. 
The genista or broom flowers in this month; and 
the common flax {linum usitatissimum), witli it$ 
ptetty pale blue flowers, while it is allowed to oma- 
inent the gatden, reminds us of utility as well as 
beanty. — Nor must we forget to name the stately 
k^lianthus, at once majestic and faithfiil, the lion of 
flowers:— 

TotheSwlPumBR. 
Behold, my dear, this lofty Oow'r ^ 

tliat now the golden Sun receives ; 
No other deity hiA p6wY, 

But only Phcebns^ on her leaves; 
A» hevmtadiant gloiy barns, 
Firom east to we9t, her visage tams. 

The dnl tells DO tale more tme, 
..Than die fatsr joninal on her leaves, > 

When mom first gives him to her view, 
Or night, that her of him bereaves, 

(A dismal interregnnmj bids 

Her weeping eyes to close their lids. - 

Forsi^Len 6f his liglit, she pines 
The cold, the dreary night away, 

x2 
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Till ill the east the crimaon vgni 

Betoken the great God of day ; 
Then, lifting np her drooping face, 
She aheds around a golden grace. 

O Nature, in all parts divine I 

What moral sweets her leaves disclose ! 

Then in my verse her truth shall shine, 
And be immortal as the rose, 

Anacreon's plant : arise, thonflowV, 

That hast fidelity thy dow*r ! 

Apollo, on whose beams you gaze, 
Has filled my breast with golden lif^t ; 

And circled me with sacred rays, 
To be a poet in his sight : 

Then thus I give the crown to thee. 

Whose impress is fidelity. loKd mvnusfW, 

The nest of the harvest mouse Cnitis messoriusj may 
now be foand attached aboat midway to the straws 
of some vegetables in our corn-fields ; they are very 
fond of fixing it to those of beans or peas, with 
which it sways backwards and forwards, when they 
are agitated by the wind : it is the only English 
mouse that elevates its nest above the ground ; they 
are sometimes foxmd in the shape of a pear with a 
long neck, at others round, the size of an .orange> 
and may be seen with commonly eight young ones 
in them, as late as the middle of September: these 
little creatures so perfectly fill the nest, that no 
room seems left for the maternal visitor, yet in this 
crowded ball she suckles them ,with perfect ease. — 
This mouse is not an inhabitant of every county, but is 
not uncommon in dry situations : they are the least 
of all our quadrupeds, an old one generally weighing 
about 1 drachm 5 scruples^ nor can any creature be 
more innocent and harmless: in vdnter they con- 
gregate under some dry bank, or take shelter be- 
neath a bean or pea-stack in our farm-yards. 

Insects still continue to swarm ; they sport in the 
sun from flower to flower, from fruit to fruit, and 
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subsist themselves upon tiie snperflttities of natore. 
It is very amusing to observe^ in the bright stm of 
an August mornings the animation and delight of 
some of our lepidopterous tribes. That beautiftil 
little blue butterfly (papilio argus) is then all life 
and activity^ fluttering from flower to flower in tte 
grass with remarkable vivacity : there seems to be- a 
constant rivalship and contention between this beauty, 
and the not less elegant little beau papilio phUecis.— 
See our last volume, p. 238, and T. T. for 1820, 
p. 205. Respecting the extraordinary increase of the 
hdix virgata, and the pretended shower of snaib, 
consult T. T. for 1822, pp. 238, 239. 

The harvest-bug {dcarus ricinus), in this and the 
following month, proves a very troublesome and dis- 
agreeable insect, particularly in some of the southern 
counties of England. The best cure for the bite is 
hartshorn. Flies now abound, and torment both 
men and animals with their peipctual buzzing. — 
Wasps also become very troublesome.— See our last 
volume, p. 240. Another unpleasant insect which 
aboui^ls in August, is ttie tabanus pulvialisy sticking 
on the hands and legs, and, by piercing the skin wit£ 
its proboscis, causing a painful inflammation. Cat- 
tle are severely exposed to its attacks. 

For these temporary annoysinces, however, we are 
in some measure compeasated by the presence of 
the tady-hird, and the glow-worm^, the first for its 



■ To the Glow-worm. 

While the bright colours slowly melt away. 
That late the western clouds so richly dight,: 
And gradual darkness steals upon the light. 
Through flow'ry vales and groves I love to stray, 
And silent mark the glow-worm^t kindling ray, 
That mid the dnnnest walks, and deepest glooms. 
The long dank grass with greenish light illumes ; 
And glads tiie eye, and cheers the dusky way. 
Though now it spread a radiance through its sphere, 
?Twai pale by day, unheeded and unseen i 
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utmtjf.md the secood fartfie beaittilitil«ffi»t ii\pto^ 
duoecu Tbei lady^bircU or l«d;-cow^8aofi«ir €lni^<ail 
inth being the caose of blq:mB m apple^^trees^; is, kt 
maUty» the best remedy; againat thaA di9eaae;';as 
botti wbeo perfect, Qr in Its larve state^ it teedseii*^ 
tirdy upon the aphis, a genus of whicb ik& blight i& 
qoeation is a species: : hence tbe.Jacbf-'bird'iDajrlie 
freqaenily seen in the cankered spotstof ^applb^iftBeeB^ 
not todeed sucking : their nutritiofis jiddes^ bist Ae* 
Yoaring the real enen^y of the future hoptei of tte. 
<»cbardr In the itoprcotttt^rietftbe lady«4»rd i&^.not 
less naefnl/ as itis:well known to destroy AebUgbt 
wMch does so mnch injury to^ that^delicate |diait 
Let us then, instead of destroying this beaulifiil in- 
seot> gxeei our benefactor with a song: iti9.aiiad«> 
drees to tte lady-bird, from the German^ of which 
we have in England preserved only the second verse. 

Lady-bird! Lady-bird i pretty one, stay. 
Come At on my finger, so happy and gay, 

With me shall no mischief betide tbee ; 
No liarai would I do tlieey no foeman is h^te, 
I only wonld gaze on thy beauties so dear, 

Hiose beantifal winglets beside thee. 

La<^-bird! Lftdy-bird 1 fly away home« . 
Your honse is. on fire, yonr children will roam, 

Listl list! to their cry and bewailing ! 
Ilie pitiless spider is weaving their doom, 
Then Lady-bird, Lady-bird, fly away home, 

Hark I haiiL ! to thy children'iB bewailing I 

Fly back again^ back again, Lady-burd dear ; 
Thy neighbours will merrily welcome thee here, 

With them shall no peril attend thee ; 
They'll gnard thiee so safely fi'om danger or care, 
They 11 gaze on thy beantifhl winglets so fair, 

Theyll love thee, and ever befriend thee... \. 



Thus humble Virtue olt may dim a.ppear;» . 
Wlien gaudy Fortune spreads her dazzling sheen $ 
But in th£ gloom of drear Affliction's nigh^ 
While all is dark around, she shines in natire light. 

azT* a*. k£*cx» 
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" The Mlitary bee {apis mankata), and flie whitto* 
tti0& Cphabena pacta) y are obsenred in this month : 
the ptinw pectinicamis also makes its appearance, 
flie larvse of which are very destructive to wooden 
fnmitare, boring holes in tables, chairs, bed-poSts, 
fee. 

The southern counties of England, particularly 
Surrey and Kent, yield their valuable produce of 
Aojps in this month; wheni a busy scene presents 
itself: the men drawing the hop-poles out of the 
earth ; the women taking their loaded stems ; and^he 
children picking the clasters off the plants, and throw- 
ing theJtn into baskets. The common hop {humtjUus 
hqnibis) is propagated either by nursery plants, or 
by cuttings. 

In this month, London (and indeed every other 
great town), pours out its thousand tourists, i^ho, by 
the aid of the almost countless break-necks, high- 
flyers, velocif^res, and Steam Coaches' (for one is 

' Imagine the surprise of an Englishman coming to London (from 
a tour in Terra incognita) in the year 1843! By that time, the 
adoption of the new plan will be universal, and every description of 
wheel carriage will be propelled by the aid of steam. What an in- 
teresting change will have taken place in the aspect and arrange- 
ments of the metropolis ! Fuel^ not horses, being the medium of 
impulse, the property of all public vehicles will naturally have 
changed hands ; the Golden Cross, the Bull-and-Mouth, the Bolt-in- 
Tun, and the Cross Keys, will have ceased to exist; and the stage 
coaches will be found setting off probably from the magazines of 
our leading coal merchants — from Old Barge House, Broken Wharf, 
Custom House Quay, and the dark arch under the Adelphi. Then 
the change in the detail of the road will seem very whimsical at first. 
Instead of calling, as now, for fresh horses at a post-town, we shall 
hate only to call for a.fresh.8cuitle of cocda: our coachmen (by the 
way, they must give up n>kiie hats) will flourish huge pokers instead 
of long wh^ps ; a very steep hill, which would now require an extra 
pair of nags, will then be met with the assistance of an extra pair of 
bellows ; and, as no #At^ would touch a steam coach for fear of burn- 
ing his fingers, the guard, to prevent accidents, will carry a wet mop 
rather than a pistol. There would be some difficulties, no doubt, in 
the'infoncy of these arrangements. The turnpike acts, for instance, 
would in most cases be eluded ; and the post-horse duty would be 
likely to become nnprodiictive. Impositions, however, as well as 
Improvements, would take place as the system advanced. Any snioke 
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aUMHit to be stajrted)^ in a few hoais BCtMn tbem- 
aelTes over the fertile and picturesque coonlrjr of the 
United Kingdom. A celebrated writer saj», that 
die happiest week of his life was passed tn traveftrng 
fm.foot m SwisBBtland. In after-life, whenever he 
travelled he was so much occupied in taking carci of 
bis luggage, and looking forward to his destination, 
thai £e journey itself afforded him no pleasure* — 
Who has not experienced the same feeling 1 A few 
days ip the country are delightful to every one^aiul a 
tour is the means of perpetuating the pleasure. — 
Not to mention the movement, with its novelty, its 
air, and its exercise, every village at which we halt 
is a source of interest; there is its geography to ex- 
plore, the aspect of its cottages and vUlas, its groups 
of sun-burnt happy faces ; and, above all, there is its 
chujrchyard, with its quiet graves, apd its epitaphs, 
which have not a depressing but a tranquilUziBg in- 
fluence on the imagination and the heart: — present- 
ing a scene like tfiat described by the poet, over 
which rtfaere breathes a spirit of deep, solemn, and 
moamful repose. 

A SUMMBR-ETKNIHa CfHntOaTARDy 

Lecklfidey Ghmcegtenhire, 

Tbe wind has swept from > tlito wide atmosphere 

Each vapear that ohsenred ibe sunset's ray ; 
And pallid evening twines its beaming hair 

In dnskier braids around the languid eyes of day : 
Silence and twilight, nnbeloved of men. 
Creep hand in hand from yon obscurest glen. 

" ' I n ■ . . . ; — . - ' ■ ■■ — i . .■ . .-i.i 

which proceeded from the furnace of the vehicle wonld, eatwevUd 
itUo poi Ughtf serve in time to direct its progress. <The heat of -Hke 
fire might, perhaps^ be a little inconvenient in snmmer ; but {to out*- 
atdetravtellers especially) in winter it would be an advantage. • ' Aad^ 
with reapectto the possibility: of an occasional bUm i^, there ean.be 
no.doubt^ that, as soon astiie scheme gets into practice, any one of 
the assurance companies, for a reasonable premium, wHl -guarantee, 
ai per mile, the lives of steam passengers ; and such insurance ni%ht 
either be made matter of separate contract by the individual,, or il 
might be done generally by the coach proprietor, and included fin 
tiie fitre. 
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£Uicoaii|M8siiig the earth, «lr, stun, and sea ; 
ligbty sonnd, and motion own the potent sway, 

Rttponding to the charai with its own mystery. 
The winds are still, or tiie dry choreb-tower grass 
Kaowt not their genUc motions as they pass. 
Tboa too, aetial Pile! whose pinnacles 

Point from one shrine like pyramids of fire, 
Obeyest in silence their sweet solemn spells. 

Clothing iu hues of heaven thy dim and distant spire, 
Around whose lessening and invisible height 
Gather among die stars the clouds of night 

Hie dead are sleeping in their sepulchres ; 

Andy mouldering as they sleep, n thrilling sound 
Half sense, half thought, among the darkness stirs, 

Breathed irom their wormy beds all living things around, 
And, mingling with the still night and mute sky, 
Its awful hush Is felt inaudibly. 

Thns solemnized and softened, death is mild 

And terrorless as this serenest night : 
Hen eonld I hope, like some inquiring child 

Sporting on graves, that death did hide from human 9ight 
Sweet secrets, or beside its breathless sleep 
tliat loveliest dreams perpetual watch did keep. 

PBftCT BTSiBB SBBLLBY. 



SEPTEMBER Is composed of ^^eoty seven, idid 
the tennination ber, like lis inApriUs, QimUilu, Sex- 
iiUs. This rale will also apply to the three following 
months, Octo-ber, Noyem-ber, J)ecem-ber. 

3Elmarftajble Ba^ 

In SEPTEMBER 1883. 
1.— SAINT GILES. 

6iLBS» or ^gidins, was bom at Athens, but, after 
he had disposed of his patrimony in charitable uses, 
came to France in the year 715. He lived two years 
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^ith Caesarios, Bishop of Arles^ and afterwards re- 
tired into solitude. 

2.-— LONDON BURNT. 

The fire of London broke out on Sunday momingr, 
September 2d^ 1666> O.S.; and being impelled by 
strong winds, raged with irresistible fury nearly four 
days and nights; nor was it entirely mastered till the 
fifth morning after it began. — See an interesting nar- 
rative of the fire of London, by an eye-witness, in 
T.T. for 1820, pp. 213-219. 

•2. 1822. — PRBSTON GUILD CELEBRATED. 

This Guild is one of the most splendid provincial 
festivals in England, and is held once in twenty 
years. It was commemorated three times during his 
late Majesty's reign — an event that never occurred 
in the reign of any previous King of England. The 
institution of this fe&tival is five centuries, old. It 
was confirmed by charters granted by Edward III, 
Richard II, and Charles II, whereby the burgesses 
were antiently enabled to hold certain pleas of land, 
&c., within tlieir own precincts, and are now re- 
quired to renew their claims to the rights, privileges, 
and freedom, which belong to them in virtue of their 
charter; which franchises devolve every twenty years 
into the hands of the mayor and corporation, and 
become extinct if not renewed at these periods. It 
appears from the record of the borough, that there 
have been twenty Guilds in five hundred years; that 
in the two first centuries they were held at Irregular 
periods, but that since that time, beginning with the 
reign of Henry VIII, they have been celebrated re- 
gularly, without intermission, every twenty years. In 
the times when guilds were instituted, it was the 
practice to commit all great affairs, spiritual and se- 
cular, to the guardianship oY some particular saint; 
in conformity with this superstition, Preston Guild 
was placed under the patronage of St. John the Bap- 
tist, and this king of feasts always begins the Mon- 
day ne:$:t after the dec.oUc|.tiQn of the Baptist 
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The procession, consisted cbieflyof apicturesqiie 
display of the emblems of the different trades, depa- 
tatious from which walked in the following order: — 
1. Tanners^ Skinners', Curriers', and Glovers' Com- 
pany ; 2. Spinners, Weavers, and Woolcombers ; 8* 
Shoemakers; 4. Carpenters; 5. Butchers; 6. Vintners; 
7. Tailors; 8. Smiths; 9. Odd Fellows' Society; 10. 
Bricklayers; 11. Plasterers; 12. Gardeners; 18. 
Printers and Bookbinders; 14. Freemasons. The 
Mayor and Corporation closed the procession. The 
whole of the persons composing this pageant were 
dressed in new apparel, with sashes and rosettes. 
The banners were of the most splendid description. 
Before the Spinners and others engaged in the cotton 
trade, cotton trees were carried, and carriages, drawn 
by horses, contained the ,steamcegines and different 
machinery employed in that business, all at foil 
wqrk, and superintended by able workmen, who 
were chie^y dressed in white clothing. This exhi- 
bition had a most pleasing and novel effect. Be^ 
tween each carriage walked forty, men with white 
sashes, and, on a rose-coloured ground, was the in- 
scription ^ Success to the Spindle,' ' Prosperity to the 
Warpers,' &c. &c. The procession of the Master 
Tailors claimed particular notice, and excited much 
laughter from its singularity. The Smiths tvere pre • 
ceded by two stout men in antique dresses, carrying 
^xes, followed by two others, one in mail and the 
other in brass armour. The Carpenters and Joiners' 
Company made a splendid show ; each man carried a 
wand, surmounted with a gilt square and compass. 
The * Paradise Lodge of Gardeners* was greatly ad- 
mired : a large crown of flowers preceded the indi- 
viduals composing the lodge, together with poles 
bearing specimens of the choicest fruits. Two chil- 
dren raised in a car of flowers, surmounted with 
trees, personified Adam and Eve, the serpent being 
placed between them, with a large apple in its mouth. 
The Printers and Bookbinders came in deservedly 

Y 
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for a great shlu-e of pablic attentioii. In a large 
▼ehicle^ a prmtiiig press was seen at full work, 
striking off various mottos, which were eagerly pur- 
chased. On the side of tfie carriage appeared the 
words—* Printing invented 1440/— and^ on the flags, 
— * Libertas nan licentia/ and * Sit lux, el luxJuU: 
Next came the Odd Fellows, attired in the eccentric 
dress of their order. The Freemasons, decorated 
with their several orders^ closed the procession, and 
lined the way from the town-hall to the church, for 
the Mayor, Recorder, and Members of tfie Corpora- 
tion, who proceeded on foot, together with the offi- 
cers of the city, bearing the mace, &c. The sermon 
was preached by the Vicar, from the 4th verse of 
the 122d Psalm ; and, at the conclusion of Divine 
Service, the procession, in the order already mention - 
ed, paraded all the principal streets of ttie town back 
to the town-hall, where the bands ple^yed * God save 
the King/ and ' See, the Conquering Hero comes.' 
The Mayor and Corporation walked the whole of (he 
distance, though the rain poured very fast. The 
whole line of procession was thronged with spec^et- 
to];^, together with the tops of houses and churches, 
llie windows presented a brilliant assembli^e of 
beauty and fashion. Iji the evening the opening 
Guild Ball was numerously attended, and displayed 
a scene of beauty, elegance, and fashion, unrivalled 
in that town, and, perhaps, in the county. The 
dresses of the ladies were particularly splendid, 
uniting the very height of fashion with classical 
chasteness. Silver lama over white muslin, with sr 
profusion of pearl ornaments, in a variety of devices 
of loops, broaches, tiaras, necklaces, &c., formed 
the prevailing costume. The simplicity and elegance 
of the general appearance were uncommonly attract- 
ive and beautiful. 

Various other processions, horse-races, balls, and 
endless camivalia, followed, continuing for several 
days. 
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7.— SAINT BUNBRGHIIS. 

Eanerchus, or Evottias, was Bishop of Orleans, 
and present at the council of Valentia, A.D. 375. 
The circumstances of bis election to this see were 
compered as miracnlous, and principally ascribed 
to a dove, which alighted upon his head in conse- 
quence of the prayers of the electors. 

8. — NATIVITY OF THE VIRGIN MARY. 

A concert of angels having been heard in the air 
to solemnize this important event, the festival was 
appointed by Pope Servius about the year 695. In- 
nocent IV honoured this feast with an octave in 1244, 
and Gregory XI, about the year 1370, with a vigil. 

*13. 1819. — WILLIAM SMITH DIED, iET. 89. 

He was, for more than thirty-five years, a player 
on the London stage, having made his first appear- 
ance at Covent Garden Theatre, January 1, 1753, in 
the character of Theodosius ; — he retired from Drury 
Lane at the end of the season in 1788. Dr. John- 
son, in his Life of Savage, speaking of Mr. Wilks 
the player, says, he was * a man, who, whatever were 
his abilities a^an actor, deserves at least to'be re- 
membered for his virtues, which are not often to be 
found in the world ; and, perhaps, less often in his 
profession than in others. To . be humane, generous, 
and candid, is a very high degree of merit in any 
case ; but those qualifications deserve still greater 
praise when they are found in that condition which 
makes almost every other man, for whatever reason, 
contemptuous, insolent, petulant, selfish, and brutal.' 
(Works, by Murphy, vol. x, p. 294). We conceive 
these sentifnents not to be candid or just, und they 
were probably written by Johnson in a fit of spleen 
and envy against his more fortunate brother ad- 
venturer Garrick ; for Johnson, notwithstanding his 
great abilities and great virtues, was, perhaps, more 
obnoxious to these reproachful epithets than Gar- 
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ricky or most others of the superior players ; and^ 
indeed. Dr. Johnson himself, when Mrs. Siddons vi- 
sited him in 1783, as we are told by BosweU, ' iiaViitg' . 
expatiated, with his usual force and eloquence, on 
Mr. Garrick's extraordinary eminence as an actor, 
he concluded with this compliment to his so<^al ta« 
lents, '^ And, after all. Madam, I thought him less 
to be envied on the stage than at tibe head of a table/' ' 
— (Vol. iv, p. 258.) Mr. Smith was educated at Eton 
School, and St. John's College, Cambridge. His 
taking to thestage was occasioned by some youthful 
irregularities, but he maintained, throughout his the- 
atrical career, the name of gentlenum Smith. His 
first wife was a sister of the Earl of Sandwich, w}io 
was First Lord of the Admiralty; she lived but a short 
time, and he married again. On Mr. Smi&'s retiring 
from the stage, he went to live at Bury St. Edmund's, 
where he was universally respected, and his com- 

!)any courted. His manners were those of the po-* 
i^ed gentleman: though educated in a certain 
school of acting, and living to a great age, Mr. S; 
was no b^ot to his own times and manners, but he 
went up to London, at diflferent periods, to witness 
ttie so much vaunted powers of Betty and of Kean, 
and pronounced the latter superior to all former pro- 
fessors of the art. Mr. S. never published or brought 
out any piece, but he had altered the Two Noble 
Kinsmen of Beaumont and Fletcher, and had begun 
an alteration of Shakspeare's Plays, omitting the ex- 
ceptionable passages. 

14. — HOLY GROSS. 

This festival was first observed in the year 615, on 
the following occasion : Cosroes, King of Persia, 
having plundered Jerusalem, carried away large 
pieces of Hie cross which had been left there by the 
Empress Helena. Heraclius, the emperor, soon 
afterwards engaged and defeated him, and recovered 
the cross; but, bringing it back in triumph to Jem- 
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salem^ he found &e gates shut against him, and heard 
a voice from heaven saying, that the King of Kings 
did not enter into that city in so stately a manner^ 
bat meek ctnd lowiy, and riding upon an ass. The' 
emperor then immediately dismounted from his horse, 
and walked through the city barefooted, carrying Ihe 
cross himself, l^e ceremony of kissing the cross is 
performed in the Greek church on this day. See our 
last volume, p. 245. 

We cannotbetter illustrate this noticeof ffo/j^ CroS9 
Dajf than by giving Professor Humboldt's interesting 
description of the Cross of the South, as lately seen ^y 
tins cdiebrated traveller. * The lower regions of the 
air (he observes) were loaded with vapours for some 
days. We saw distinctly, for the first time, the Cross 
of the South, only in the night of the 4th and dth of 
July, in the sixteenth degree of latitude : it was 
strongly inclined, and appeared, from time to time, 
between the ^ouds; the centre of which, fiirrowed 
by uncondensed lightnings, reflected a silver light. 
The pleasure felt on discovering the Southern Cross 
was warmly shared by such of Uie crew as had lived 
in the colonies. In the solitude of the seas, we h^l 
a star as a Mend, from whom we have been long se- 
parated. Among the Portuguese and the Spaniards, 
peculiar motives seem to increase this feeling; a re- 
ligious sentiment attaches them to a constellation, 
the form of which recals the sign of the faith planted 
by their ancestors in the deserts of the New Wqrld. 
The two great stars which mark the summit an^' the 
foot of the cross, having nearly the same right ascen- 
sion, it follows tibat the constellation is almost verti- 
cal at the moment when it passes the meridian^ 
This circnmstanee is known to every nation Ithat 
lives beypnd, Hie trbpics, or in the southern h^mi- 
isphere. It is inown at what hour of the night, in 
different seasons, the Southern Cross IS erect,'* or 
inclined; It is a Hme-piece, that advances very re- 

y2 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



260 AXMARKABLB DAYS 



lers:— See Mra. C. Stothard's interesting ^Toor in 
Nonnandy;' Mr. Dibdin's elegant 'Bibliographical 
Tour;' Mr. Dawson Tamer's valuable 'Tour in Nor- 
mandy;' and particularly the description by this lat- 
ter gentieman^ accompanying Mr. Cotman's two very 
splendid etchings of the cathedral, in his 'Architec- 
tural Antiquities of Normandy.' 

It is a source of great pleasure to the writer that 
he visited this Cathedral, for th<9 ^second time> bat a 
few days before the work of destruction took place; 
and during, the very agreeable time that he passed 
in the fine '. auntient city' of Bouen, and its pic- 
turesque environs, he did not fail to perform his early 
inatins in this magnificent structure; and while he 
paced its Mong- drawn aisles/ contemplated its 
^fretted vaults/ 'its richly^storied windows/ and 
eiqoyed the .awe-inspiring 'dim, religious, lighf of 
die place, he chaunted forth the following es^quisite 
sonnet of Mr. Wordswoeth, in which he trusts all 
his readers will devoutiy join, and accord their fer- 
vent Ambjn:— 

I Open your Gates, ye everlasting PtloB I 

T^pes of the spintoalCharch which Goiihiitiijrefired.; . 

Not loth we quit the newly-hallowed sward 

And humble altar, 'mid your knmptuons aisles ^ 

To kneel—^or thrid yonr hitriclite defiles — 
f • • Or djrwntHe nave to pace in motion slowy 

Watdiiag, with upward eyes, the taU lower, fmw, . « 

And moont, at every step, with living. wi)es 

tnstinct — to rouse Uie heart and lead the will 

By a bright ladder to the world above* 

Open yonr gates, ye Monuments of love • 

Divine ! thou i^tniffoliif on thy spvereign bai I 
. Thon stated Vork! and ye, whose iiplend^urs cheer 

tais and Com, to patient Science dear ! 

• 17.— SAI^T LAMBBKT^ • , . , , 

Lambert was Bishop ; of Vi^iMi, if^.U^ ^Ui^e^of 
Kiiig,PepiQLl;.bii)t, i^^mvag ttte I^ij^'s .:^{a^4^n 
for hl9 infegcdarities, be >was;cruelly.muicd^edil4; the 
imtigation of an alimn^ohed womap^ S^iDg: cunoii^ 
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ration in fhe calendar ; but Robert Bishop of Leeds, 
in a general chapter of Hie Cistercian order, procured 
a solemn feast to his honour in the chureh in 1340. 
17,19,20. — EMBER DAYS. — See p. 43. 

*18. 1822. — BTIRBICH FAIR PROCLAIMED. 

This was formerly, before our roads were so good, 
and the communication with London so ready, the 
great emporium for the housekeepers and dealers in 
that part of the kingdom laying in their stores for the 
year; but, like all other fairs, it has dwindled, and 
is now kept up, probably, only by its being the sea- 
son when the Norwich company of comedians come 
to Cambridge and perform for three weeks. 

21. — SAINT MATTHEW. 

In fhe year 64 or 65, Matthew wrote his Gospel in 
Hebrew, which was afterwards translated into Greek. 
After many labours and miracles, he closed his life 
at Nadabar, in Ethiopia, probably by martyrdom. — 
For an account of some civic ceremonies in London 
on this day, see our last volume, p. 245. 

26.— OLD HOLY ROOD. See HOLY CROSS, p. 266. 
26.--SAINT CYPRIAN. 

He was an African by birth, of a good family, and 
well educated. He behaved with great courage and 
resolution in the Decian persecution, and openly in- 
vited the people to constancy and perseverance : this 
conduct so enraged the pagans, that he soon fell a 
victim to their fury, and suffered martjrrdom under 
Valerianus and Oallienuis, in 258. 

29. — SAINT MICHAEL. 

Saint Michael was an archangel who presided over 
the Jewish nation, and had an army of angels under 
his command and conduct ; he fought also with the 
Dragon or Satan, and his angels ; and, contending 
with the Devil, he disputed about tiie body of Moses. 
See Rev. xii, 7 ; Jude 9. 

l^jras formerly a season of great celebrity: at* 
pr6sentii%ll (hat we do in honour of it is to §at a 
goose. The origin of this custom is referred to Queen 
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Elizabeth, who was eating goose on Michaelmas 
Day, when the news came to her of the destniction 
of tile Spanish Annada. For oar part, whatever may 
be the origin of eating goose on this day, we shonld 
be sorry to be without so excellent a dish at any 
time when it is in season, but more especially on the 
feast of St. Michael ; for we are entirely of GamcJfc's 
opinion in this matter, and we say with that great 
actor, ' He that has no taste for a Christmas-carol 
nor a Michaelmas goose, is not a man to our 
taste: 

Geese are not, in general, of such famous repute 
in Prance, as they are here, and seldom make their 
appearance upon the tables of the Parisian epi- 
cures. ' The flesh they condemn as coarse and un- 
wholesome ; €tnd the apple-sauce, when mentioned, 
never fails to elicit flashes of astonishment, subsiding 
into peals of laughter. But the livers and thighs of 
geese, learnedly made into pies, and properly truf- 
fled, Spates de foies gras/ are reckoned a most deli- 
cate article; yet they have killed nearly as many 
gastronomers as the small-pox and scarlet fever have 
destroyed children. The department of Perigord, 
with Toulouse and Bayonne, used, notwithstanding, 
to cook annually, for the rest of the world, about 
190,000 of these lethiferous pies. Large droves of 
geese were antiently led from Picardy to Italy, 
waddling over the Alps, and constantly stooping, ac- 
cording to their prudent custom, under the lof^ tri- 
umphed arches which they happen to pass in their 
way. Tet geese are not so stupid as they are gelie- 
cally supposed to be. llie famous chemist, Lemery, 
saw a goose turning the spit on which a turkey was 
roasting; unconscious, we hope, that some friend 
would soon accept the office for her. 'Alas! we 
are all turnspits in this world,' adds the gastrogra- 
pherwho relates the fact; 'and, when we roast a 
fiiend, let us be aware that many stand ready to re- 
turn ibe compliment.' — (See p. 39 of the very amus- 
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ing Notes to Tabella Cibaria, an io^enioiis Latin 
poem on the \vell-knpwn French Carte, or Bill of 
Fare, which offers so many attractions to the gour- 
mand as well as the gourmet.) 

80, — SAINT JBROME. 

Jerome was bom in a town called Stridon^ on the 
confines of Pannonia and Dalmatia. He translated 
the Old Testament into Latin; and died in the eigh- 
tieth year of his age, A.D. 422. 

^0ttonomteal ^eeutrencefii 

In SEPTEMBER 1823. 

Solar Phenomena. 

The Snn enters Libra at 6m. after 9 in the eveor 
ing of the 23d of this month, and rises and sets at the 
following times. Proportion will give the interme- 
diate epochs very nearly. 

table 
Of the Sun*s Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

September Ist, Sun rises 14 m. after 5. Sets 46 m. past 6 

6th, ............ 24 .' 5 36 6 

llth, 34 5 26 6 

16th, 43 6 17 6 

21st, 52 5 18 6 

26th, 2 6 58 ......... 5 

Equaiion of Time. 
When the following numbers arc applied as di- 
rected to apparent time, they will give the hour 
which should, at the same instant, be indicated by 
a well regulated clock. The intermediate correct 
tions must be found by proportion. ^ > 

table 
Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Monday 1st, to the time by the dial add 2 

Saturday... 6th, from the time by the dial subtract t 34 

Thursday llth, 3 15 

Tuesday... 16th, 5 

Sunday... 2lst, 6 45 

Friday... 26th, 8 29 
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Lunar Phbnomena. 
Phases of the Moon* 

New Moon 4th day, at 19 m. past 10 at night 

First Quarter, 12th 45 6 in the morning 

Full Moon 20th 1 7 

Last Quarter 27th 56 noon. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The following have been selected from the Moon's 
passages this month, as affording the best opportu- 
nities for observation, should the atmosphere prove 
clear in that direction, viz. 

September -11th, at 523 m. after 5 in the evening 

12th, ... 15 6 

I3th, ... 6 J 7 

14th, ... 54 7 

15th, ... 41 8 

16th, ... 2T 9 at night 

•17th, ... 10 10 

18th, ... 53 10 ....« 

19th, ... 37 II 

27th, ... 45 5 in the morning 

28th, ... 45 6 

29th, ... 44 ..• 7 

30th, ... 39 8 

Phenomena Planetarum. 

Phases of Venus. 

Venus attains her greatest brilliancy in the early 
part of this month, and now exhibits a cele^al ob- 
'jectof great beauty. By referring to page 51 of our 
volume for 1819, it will be seen, that, on account 
•of tiie great variation in the distance of this planet 
from the earth, her maximum brightness, takes place 
when 3*1908 digits of her diameter is illuminated. 
The difference in her appearance will not, however, 
be very great for a few days, and therefore, if the at- 
mosphere be serene and clear, she will be uncom- 
monly brilliant all the first half of this montii. 

c^.>«. io* f Illuminated part r= 3*43776 digits 
Sept. lst,|jj^^j^p^^ _ g.gg224 
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Now are the beautifal lines of Mrs. Baf^muld 
peculiarly applicable to this planet; andwetiiink 
our readers wiU^ scarcely fail to perceive something 
like the soft brilliancy of her light in the touching 
sweetness of the poetry. 

Fair Vbhub shines, 
Even in the eye of dayj^ith sweetest beam 
Propitious shines, and shakes a trembling flood 
Of softened radiance from her dewy locks. 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 
The following are the visible eclipses of the first 
two of these small bodies this month, viz. 

Immersions. 

First Satellite, dd day, at 26 m. 17 s. after 3 in the morning 
19th .... 41 . ^ 45 .... 1 . . . . 
26th .... 35 .. 10 .... 3 . . . . 
Secc^nd Satellite, 8th .... 5 .. 6 .... 3 ... • 

TABLE 

Of the Transits and Meridional Altitudes of the 
Planets. 



1st 



7th 



Idth 19th 25th 





A. m. 


TRANSITS. 

h, m. 


h, m. 


h,m. 


h, m. 


Mercury 


1 6 aft. 


1 16 


1 24 


1 30 


1 30 


Venus 


2 23^^. 


2 11 


1 56 


1 36 


1 11 


Mars 


9 ISmor. 


9 12 


9 6 


9 


853 


Jupiter 


7 47 mor. 


7 30 


7 12 


653 


636 


Saturn 


4 48 mor. 


429 


4 7 


3 45 


3 23 


G. Sidus 


7 53 a/*. 


7 31 

ALTITUDES 


7 10 


648 


627 


Mewmry 40030' 


360 g/ 


320 4' 


28024^ 


25«>18' 


Venus 


26 46 


24 48 


23 14 


22 13 


21 52 


Mars 


60 10 


59 27 


58 39 


57 46 


56 50 


Jupiter 


63 33 


63 30 


63 28 


63 25 


63 23 


Saturn 


54 59 


5458 


54 56 


54 54 


54 50 


G. Sidus 


14 53 


14 53 


14 53 


14 53 


14 53 



Other Phenomena. 
The Moon will be in conjunction with Mars at 
57 m. past 9 in the evening of the 1st of this month. 
Saturn will be stationary on the 7th ; and the Moon 
will be in conjunction with Venus atlSm. after 7 
in the evening of the same day. She will also be in 
conjunction with a in Scorpio at 12 m. past 8 in the 

z 
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ttoming of tilie lldi. Georgium Sldns will be ita- 
(soittty on tis Ifith, and Venus on the 30th. Mer- 
euy iriUbeui conjunction with m in Viigo at 40 m. 
alter 8 in &e evening of the mb, when the star and 
planet will be so nearly in a line with each other as 
only to be separated by an apparent angle of 3}', 
which Mercury will be sonth of tibe star. This planet 
will also attain his greatest eloi^;ation on the 25th, 
and the Moon will be in conjunction with Jupiter 
at 56m. past 10 at night on the 27th. 



REFLECTIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 
[Contin««d from |iac« 241.] 

To ascertain the places of the stars^ and point 
them out in the heavens, astronomers generally 
make use of two quantities, which they call JiecK- 
nation and Right Ascension, A great circle is sup- 
posed to pass Uirough the two poles and the centre 
of each star, cutting the equator at right angles. 
This is called the circle of declination ; and the arc of 
it, included between Uie equator and the star, is that 
winch measures its declination. This declinatioB is 
therefore of two kinds, norfli and south, &s the star is 
situated on the north or south side of the equinoctial 
line. Those stars that are at the same distance from 
the equator have, consequently, equal decBnations. 
From knowing the declination of any star, and the lati- 
tade of the place, or, which answers the same purpose, 
the altitude of the equator (which is equal to the co- 
latitude), tfie meridional altitude of the star may be 
easily found. To find die real place of a star, how- 
ever, anoliier circle is requisite, on which its dist- 
ance east or west is measured from some fixed- 
p«»nt Hie circle of declination passing tbrougk 
the point of Ae equator where it is intersected by 
the ecHptic, called the vernal equinoctkU pointy is. 
that fixed upon by astronomers mt the commence-' 
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mmt Qf tbi$ meawie. Tbe urc of tba equator in- 
cladled between the Temal equinox and thi$ circle of 
d^oliMtioa that passes throngb tbe star, is called its 
JlUght Ascmm»' This is reckoned from the point 
•of its i^omiBeiiioeBient eastward quite n)and the hear 
Yeoa; and is either expressed in de^ees and mi- 
auteSy or time, but frequently the latter : these, how- 
ever, are readily converted into each oihen .When 
both the right ascension and declination are knawn, 
the place of tbe star is determined, and it may con* 
^equently be pointed out in the heavens. When lar 
titoda and longitude are used, tbey are referred to 
tbe equinoctial point and tbe ecliptic, in the same 
way as to that point and the equator for right as^ 
oes^on and declination. If a star have the same right 
ascension as the Sun has, tbey will come to the me^ 
ridian at the same time; but from the earth's annual 
motion in its orbit, the Sun appears to advance east- 
ward cunong the stars at the rate of nearly a degree 
a day, wMchis equal to four minutes of time; so 
that this causes the stars to pass the meridian each 
day four minutes sooner than on the preceding day; 
l^se stars, for instance, that are on the meridian 
at midnight, will, the next night, arrive at tbe same 
point four minutes before twelve the following 
nighty eight minutes, 8cc. If, therefore, the heavens 
bs viewed at the same hour of any two nights^ six 
months distant from each other, they will present op- 
posite hemispheres,.and, consequently, a completely 
different assemblage of stars^ with the exception of 
such as never set, in the latitude of observation. 

Astronomers have divided the starry firmament 
into sections similar to countries on the surface of 
tlie eaith: these divisions they denominate con^ 
giellatumsy each of them including a number of stars 
that lie contiguous to each other; so that, by a 
laiowledge of&ese, the particular parts of the starry 
heavens are readily referred to on celestial maps, iu 
the same manner as countries are pointed out on 
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maos of the terrestrial globe. For a list of fbe cos* 
steUatioiis we must refer to the Introduction of 
our Tolmne for 1815. The stars in each constella- 
tion are also distinguished by the letters of the Grreek 
alphabet, « being annexed to the largest, fi to the 
next in size, y to the third, and so on for tiie others. 
New stars are also referred to by means of the let- 
ters in the Roman alphabet. In briefly describing 
a few of these constellations, we shall avail our- 
selves of the valuable information presented in an . 
excellent Celestial il^fo^, recently published hj Alex- 
ander Jamieson, A. M., to which we also refer our 
readers for a more copipus account of the starry 
assemblages ; assuring such of them as feel an in- 
terest in the subject, ttiat they will by no means lose 
their labour in its perusal. 

Ursa Major. 
Ursa Major, or the Great Bear, is one of those con- 
stellations that never set in these latitudes. It con- 
stantly revolves about the north pole, taking all pos- 
sible positions in each diurnal revolution, and pre- 
senting one of the finest objects in the northern 
part of the heavens. By some this constellation is 
Uiought to be Calisto, an attendant upon Diana, (he 
goddess of hunting ; others suppose it to represent 
Areas, the son of Jupiter and Calisto. The antients 
are said to have represented each of the constella- 
tions of the bears under the fonn of a waggon drawn 
tiry a team of horses; and the Great Bear is still 
best known in many parts of this country as Charles's 
Wain. In some places it is also called the plough, 
to which a strong resemblance may certainly be 
traced. It appears to have been of Egyptian origin, 
and various conjectures have been formed in refer- 
ence to the .reasons for introducing this animal into 
the heavens ; the most plausible seems to be, tiiat 
the northern regions of the earth being the noted 
haunts of the bear, it Qiight be thought the fittest 
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symbol fdr containing (he pole of ^e worlds as weU 
as for that constellation which should serve as an 
index to point out that pole. It is easily distinguished 
by seven bright stars, four of which, «, jS, y, X, form 
the angles of a quadrilateral figure ; the others, c, ^, i^ 
form a curve line nearly in the direction of one of 
the diagonals of the quadrilateral. This last is si- 
tuated in the upper and hinder part of the bodv of 
the Bear, while the curve forms the tail. Aq^ha 
and beta, which constitute the side of the quadrila- 
teral opposite the tail, are called the pointers, be- 
cause they direct the eye to a bright star P in the 
tail of the Little Bear, which is situated near the 
north pole. This will readily be perceived by an 
inspection of the lower figure in the subjoined dia- 
^gram, which represents Ursa Major when immedi- 
^ately below the pole. The seven stars in the upper 
figure in the diagram also represent Ursa Minor, 
wnieh are obviously placed under a similar figure to 
those of Ursa Major, but at only about half Sie di- 
m^isions of the latter sign. 





** 
** 


** 


\ 
I 


- 








1 


S' 


i 


w 


\ 




^ 1 



IHaa constellation contains eighty-seven stars, one 
of wbick is of the 1st niagiiitade> fionr of ttie f d, 
timeof IfteM, iiii4 ten of the 4ttli; sAtfte oflwts 
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belong to the infmor classy. Whoi the constena- 
tion is consideied under the idea of Charleys Wain, 
the four bright stars, a, $, y, and i, are die wheels^ 
and the other three represent the shafts and horses ; 
bat* as the Great Bear, its tail is marked out by 
these three, the back and body by the oth^ fonr : 
there are also others of the 3d and 4th magnitude 
that mark the outlines of the figure with much pre* 
cision. The upper pomter is of the 2d magnitude^ 
and, like those in the tail, has its particular name ; 
it is called Dubhe. The middle one in the tail is 
Mizar, and appears double. As the southern ex* 
tremity of this sign approaches within 32^ of the 
equator, and the northern to 72"" of nor& declina* 
tion, it therefore becomes vertical to Europe, most 
of Asia, and North America, during each diumal 
revolution of the earfli, and no part of the animal 
sinks below the horizon except his right hind leg. 
: In 1820, Dubhe (a) had 62^ 43' 17 ' of north decli- 
nation, and 163° 7' &' of right ascension. It cul- 
minated, or came to the meridian above the pole, «t 
London, for the first day of each month in tiiat year, 
as in the following table, with a meridian altitode 
of 78^47' 43':— 

January - - 4 morning s July .... 4 15 afternoon 

February - 1 45 - - - \ August --- 2 15 •-- 

March 2--- % September - lOr - - - 

April - - - 10 10 night % October - - 10 20 morning 

May 8 25-- \ November - 8 20 - - - 

June- - - - 6 17 evening % December - 6 61 - - • 

By adding 12 hoars to the times given in the pre- 
ceding list, we shall have the moments when (he 
same star was on the meridian below the pole. 

Ursa Minor. 

Utm Mitwr, or Cynosusra^ the JJitle Bear, ac- 
coT^teg; to the aatient fable^ represents Arcas^ the 
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son of Calisto^ whom JTopiter placed in the heavens 
under the figure of a Bear. It embraces the pole of 
the worlds and is eas^y distinguished by seven stars 
disposed like those of the Great Bear^ bnt in a con- 
trary poi^ition. This constellation borders upon 
Draco on west and norths upon Camelopardalis on 
the east, and upon Cassiopeia and Perseus on the 
south. It stretches from the pole to the arctic circle, 
and contains twenty-four stars; among which are, 
one of the 2d magnitude, two of the 3d, and four of 
the 4th. The first of these, marked «, and denomi- 
nated the pole star, is near the extremity of the tail. 
This is that which is marked f (indicating a pole) in 
the preceding figure, at the upper termination of the 
dotted line. The two stars, and y, which are in the 
breast of the Little Bear, and which form the side of 
the, quadrilateral opposite the tail, are called the 
Guards or Wardens of the pole. 

This is one of the most antient of the constella- 
tions, and has been well known to mariners from the 
earliest ages of navigation and commerce, as affordr 
ing an easy method of determining a ship's course, 
and the latitude of a place in the northern hemisphere. 
This star, however, is not exactly in the pole, for its 
declination is, at present (1823), about 88^ 2V 47" *5; 
and, consequently, the complement of this, or its 
polar distance, is l'^ 38' 12"-5. Hence, if the aki- 
tude of this star be found when it is on the meridian 
above the pole, and this polar distance be subtracted 
from it, the remainder will be the latitude oi the 
place of observation; or, if the polar distance be 
added to the altitude of the star when on the neri* 
dian below the pole, the result will be the same* 
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For SEPTEMBER 1833* 

It yet Is not full five; 
The nornbig hath not lost her virgiD Uasb^ 
Nor st£p, but nioe, soiled the earth's timel rolie. 
-—— How full of beaven this solitude appears^ 
This healthful comfbrt of the happy swaiq ; 
WliOy from his hard but peaeefnt bed roused op, 
Ia% momisg exercise saluted is 
By a full <)nire of feathered choristers, 
Wedding their notc» to the ioamonred aUr« 
Here Nature^ in her unaffected dresse, 
Plaited with Tallies, and imbost with hills, 
Eochast with silver streams, and fringed with woods. 
Sits Jovcily in her natif e russet. 

Mild and pleasant weather is generally experienc- 
ed in September; often, indeed, this is the finest 
month in the whole year, unless the summer have 
been hot and dry, when rain may be expected both 
m ttii0 and the succeeding month. A moming^s 
waQcal this season is replete with gratification to 
the admirer ^ Nature's beauties — ^sueh as they are 
pourtfayed in the charming cabinet picture which 
fiHtns the introduction to our Diary'. 

But the dose air of the metropolis, with its exoite- 
ments, is considered, by an eminent phy^neian lately 
deceased, more beneficial to tiie melancholy man 
and the hypochondriac than the pure air of the conn- 
try with its dulness* ^ The lamp of life (he obserres) 
' buiM to waste in the sepulchre of solitude. Misery 
oQgiit, in a more especial manner, to shun that seclu- 
sion Whieh H is too apt to seek. It is necessary to 
a pure relish for rural retirement, that a man should 
carry into it a mind unincumbered with painful re- 
membrances, and unwounded by the infliction of any 
■ I. I ... ■ I I . » I I I ■ ■ 1 1 

' See T.T. 1822^ p. 251, for an exquisite description of a sun-rise 
from the wa, at Southampton, by the poet Gray. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



. FOE SSFTSMBBR 1823. 273 

great calamity. How can he be expected to enjoy 
tibe vernal freshness of the fields, and the blue trans* 
parency of the sky, whose hopes have been prema- 
tnrely withered, and whose moral prospects termi* 
nate in a cloaded horizon ? One reason, more im«> 
portant than his defect of sight, why the eloquent 
antbor of Rasselas felt so decided a distaste for 
country scenes, was perhaps the morbid melancholy^ 
the radical wretchedness of his constitution. A 
wretchedness which originates in remorse tends still 
more completely to paralyze the sensibility to all the 
fascinations of external and inanimate nature. This 
may be considered as one of the punishments which, 
in the present world, is inflicted upon moral trans- 
gression. Had our first parents been allowed, after 
the fall, to continue in the garden of Eden, the loss 
of their innocence would haye robbed it of all its 
charms.' 

The country is a different place to one who has 
been brought up in cities, and to another who has 
been brought up in the country. The former finds, 
after a few days spent in exploring the neighbour- 
hood and admiring the landscapes, that he has come 
to the end of his amusements. He has no new rides 
to take ; the working people seem to sleep over their 
work, and the educated classes to be fifty years be- 
hind in knowledge. He gets tired of the spot, and 
longs for the metropolis, with its glittering shops, its 
crowded streets, its various physiognomies, its sti- 
mulating society, its ready access to knowledge, its 
' ftdl tide of human existence.' On the contrary, to 
him who has been brought up in the country, it sup- 
plies not only pure air and a week's amusement, but 
a constant succession of tranquil, unwearying occu^ 
pations. He can angle, shoot, hunt, botanize, and 
converse with the neighbouring farmers on scientifio 
agriculture. To him the various physiognomies of 
the flowers are as exciting as the various physiogno- 
mies of men: an argument about drill and broad 
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m9t is as lAteM^ting aa oneon tiMinflnenoe itf pufd 
conency ; ajayd a g«Slop after tibe fax not only eirca- 
lates his biood^ but amoaas hia miad aa miicli aa a 
walk tbrougfa St James's. To a mau .of smaibiiiiy, 
imagiaatioD, and rural pnrsaits, the country is any 
thing bat dull. 6o&the represents his hero as re<H>* 
Tering from a fit of melancholy in the coaatry, and 
aa being interested and elevated by the objects 
around him. ' I lie down in the tall grass near a fall* 
ing brook, and close to the earth a thousand varie^ 
ties of grasses become perceptible. Wheal listmi to 
the hum of the little world between the stubble, and 
ase the c-ountless, indescribable forma of tiite worms 
and insects, I feel the presence of the Almighty who 
has created us, the breath of the All-beneyolent who 
sopports us in perpetual enjoyment/ 

But there s^eftfHoers to be seen in this mmUh ; and 
what idler will omit the last opportunity of 1»Qing 
presented to the gay and elegant Florae in her taste- 
ful drawing*room, in tiie splendid Palacb op Na- 
TURfiY Ye, who have the taste, may now amuse 
your vacant mioutes with the examination of tiie 
flowers that still remain, before ^ Winter diuts the 
soene/^-^' Gather ye ^aii^rs while ye may, £ar time 
is yet a-going/ 

There are in blow, in this month, heart's^^ease in 
the garden (and always we hope in the house), nas- 
tnrtia, china aster, marigolds, sweet peas, mignio- 
nette, golden rod, stocks, tangier pea, hoUy-hodky mi^ 
ehaelmas daisy in fine weather quite clustered with 
bees ; saffron {crocus sativus), and ivy {kedera h§Ux). 
The following also may be added as flowering in 
September : the flowering rush {britomius umbellatus)^ 
smallage fapmm grm?eaknsX see our last volume, 
p. 252; and the great burnet saxifrage (pimpmeUa 
magna), which, as a cosmetic, is ioferior to none, 
freckles being qaickly removed by it. Those ele- 
gantly twining and ornamental j^ants the cmwobmH, 
or bind^weeds, adwa almoat evwy hedg» widi their 
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siilk-white blossoms; wbieb, contrsustted with the 
shining scarlet berries of the solauam dulcamara^ 
seen m proftisioil at the same time, give a pretty ap- 
pearance to the hedges ; while over the ground fac^ 
neath are scattered me yellow flowers cS* the toad 
flax {antirrhinum Unaria), with scilla autumnalis, and 
the interesting flowers of the epUohium angmtifolinm. 
The officinal marsh-mallow (althaa officinalis) is also 
in flower: it is sometimes found in marshes^ but most 
commonly in the banks of ditches in marshy coxOl* 
tries* Among the maritime plants may be named^ 
the mar^ glass- wort (salicomia berbaceaj, and 
the sea- stork's bill (erodium maritim/umj, on sandy 



Various of the feathered tribe now commence their 
autumnal music ; among these, the thrush^ ttie bUxek- 
hirdy and the woodlark, are conspicuous. Our old 
friend the robin also, to whom we have devoted some 
pages iu our Diary for January, now delights us 
wim his simple notes, reminding us of the approach 
of winter, and of his intended daily Visits to our par- 
lour window. 'As oft as I hear the Robin Redbreast 
(it »3 beautifully observed by a pithy old writer) 
' chaunt it as cheerfully in September, the beginning 
of Winter, as in March, the approach of Summer^ 
why i^iould not wee (think I) give as cheerful enter- 
tainment to the hoary-frosty hayres of our age's win- 
ter, as to the primroses of our youth's spring ? Why 
not to the declining sunne in adversity, as (like 
ji^ersians) to the rising sunne of prosperity ? I am 
sent to the ant to leame industry, to the dove to 
leame innocency, to the serpent to leame wisdome ; 
and why not to this bird to leame equanimity and 
patience, and to keepe the same tenour of my minde's 
quietness^, as well at the approach of calamitie's 
wmtep as of the spring of happmesse 1 AjmI, msee 
tbeRpman's constancy is so commendedqrwfao changed 
not hcs Gountonance with his chimged fortunes, why 
sbophlnot i, with a Christian resolutiiMv hold a> 
steddy course in all weathers; and, though. I bee 
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forced wilii crosse-windes to shift my sailes^ and 
catch at side-windes^ yet skilfully to steere^ and 
keepe on my course, by the Cape of Good Hope, 
till I arrive at the haven of eternall happinesse ? — 
C WarwicVs Spare Minutes,) 

The phaUBna russula and the saffron butterfly fpa- 
pilio hyalej appear in this month. ' 

Stoats and weasels are now very active in the poul- 
try yards. Sometimes they are useful auxiliaries in 
destroying rats ; but unfortunately they frequently at- 
tack the poultry. The weasel is much smaller than 
the stoat, and may be known by a distinct black spot 
on each side of the mouth. The colour of both is a 
light brown, but, in severe winters, the stoat is often 
found nearly white. 

The destruction of the partridge, which forms so 
great a delicacy at our table, commences with this 
month. Of the attachment of this bird to its young 
we have before spoken (T.T. 1614, p. 245) ; we have 
now to record a pleasing instance of affection in an 
attempt to protect its eggs, which occurred in June 
1822, at Pilton Court Farm, near Gloucester. The 
labourers, in replacing a quantity of hay that had, 
through some carelessness, fallen from a waggon on 
which it had been put for the purpose of removal, 
discovered a fine hen partridge sitting on thirteen 
eggs. It is riemarkable that the scythe and rake had 
each passed over her in regular process but a short 
time previously, but neither were sulficient to terrify 
her from the discharge of her parental duty; and 
even when the heavy fall of hay encompassed her in 
apparent ruin, she evidently had not made the least 
effort to escape the threatening danger, but rather 
appeared willing to sacrifice her life in the preserva- 
tion of her nest. 

The autumnal equinox happens on the 22d of Sep- 
tember, and, at this time^ the days and nights are 
equal all over the earth. About this period, heavy 
storms ot wind and rain are experienced, as well as 
at the vernal equinox. 
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7b ike WiKse. 

By Bernard Barton, 

Ye viewless minstrels of the sky I 
I murel not in times gone by 

That ye were deified: 
For, even in this later day. 
To me oft' has yonr pow*r, or play, 

Unearthly thoughts supplied. 

Awful your powV ! when by ypnr might 
Yon hea?e the wild waves, crested white, 

like mountains in your wrath ; 
Ploughing between them valleys deep. 
Which, to the seaman roused fh»m Sleep, 

Yawn like Death's op'ning path ! 

Graceiul your play 1 when, round the bow*r 
Where Beauty culls Spring's loveliest flow'r, 

To wreathe her dark locks there, 
Yonr gentlest whispers lightly breathe 
The leaves between, flit round that wreath, 

And stir her silken hair. 

StiU, thoughts like these are bat of earth. 
And yon can give far loftier birth : 

Ye come ! — ^we know not whence ! 
Ye go ! — can mortals trace your fiight? 
All imperceptible to sight. 

Though audible to^ sense. 

The Sun,— 4iis rise and set'^e know; 
The Sea,-^we mark its «bb and flow; 

Tlie Moon, — ^her wax and wane ; 
The Stars,— man knows tiieir courses well, 
The Comets' vagrant paths can tell;— 

But You his search disdain. 

Ye restless, homeless, shapeless things! 
Who mock all our imaginings. 

Like spirits in a dream ; 
What epithet can words supply 
Unto the bard who takes such high 

Unmanageable theme? 

But one : — to me, when Fancy stirs 

My thoughts, ye seem HbavVs mbssbhgbbs, 

Who leave no path untrod ; 
And when, as now, at midnight's hoor, 
I hear yonr voice in all its poVr,— 

It seems the Voice or God. 
A a 
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The common house-flies (notwithstanding the Mi- 
chaelmas notice to quit, given in T. T. for 1821^ p. 243) 
are numerous and troublesome^ from their want of 
activity, as the weather decreases in warmth. A fly 
very much resembling this {stomoxys calcitrans) is 
also very troublesome to animals, both quadrupedal 
and bipedal. 

The woolly excrescences now found on the dog- 
rose {rosa canina)y sometimes called spongia ros€e, 
hedegua, or bedeguar, are formed by a small fly 
(cynips rosaj, which, piercing the tender bud with 
its sting, sheds a drop of liquid, together with ^its 
eggs. 

Herrings {clupea) pay their annual visit to England 
in this month, and afford a rich harvest to the inha- 
bitants of its eastern and western coasts. A few 
herrings are caught during the summer months in 
some parts of the Bristol Channel ; and they are 
supposed, by the fishermen, to remain there the 
whole year: they are of very superior flavour to 
those usually caught in the autumn. — For an anec- 
dote of his present Majesty, as connected with the 
herring, see our last tome, pp. 254, 255, note^^ 

Abundance of ripe fruit now tempts the willing 
palate; but we should be careful to abstain from 
such as is immature or decaying, for both these are 
of dangerous use. The summer of 1822 has been 
particularly favourable to the ripening of all kinds 
of wall fruit: the ^^ and the grape, likewise, have 
arrived at a perfection in the open air, this season, 
but rarely witnessed in England ; and many a ' goodly 
cluster' of the latter has been proudly exhibited by 
the horticulturist: there has, indeed, been such an 
abundance of the grape, that this elegant ornament of 
the dessert will, probably, grace most of our tables 
during the English Carnival, from Christmas to 
Twelfth-day. But, if we regard size and flavour in 
this grateful fruit, we must look to more southern 
^Ties. They who have visited France (to say 
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pothiug o( Italy, Spain^ and the Levjant), will scarcely 
forget the exquisite taste and splendid appejarance 
of ttie Chasselas de Fontainebleau, or the Muscats of 
Avignon; the former selling at Paris, in 1822, for 
fivepence a pound, and the latter (400 miles from the 
capital) at three ha}fpence a hatfulL The common 
^apes, such as men, women, and children, usually 
eat in France, and such as are not to be procured in 
Angleterre, were sold for four sous the pound in this 
year. 

In the course of this month, walnuts are added to 
our social pleasures; for what is more interesting 
than the after-dinner ' Wine and Walnuts^' of a small, 
well-selected, friendly 'English party?* — ^Will our 
readers hear some anecdotes of our favourite fruit? 
We think the ladies, vfho amuse themselves so prettily 
in preparing them whole for mastication, will not 
object. This excellent fruit, then, as we are told, 
originated in the sunny vales of Persia. Nut3 were 
strewed antiently in all the avenues leading to the 
nuptial apartment; and the ceremony of strewing the 
nuts, nuces spargere, was the conclusion of the wed- 
ding-day. Nuts are very usefal under different 
points of view ; the threefold advantage which they 
possess, of giving light, warmth, and food, has been 
combined by Ovid in the following distich: — 

Nux vigUaif recreate nutrity preloy igne^ manuqtie ; 
PreMn, perusta, crepans^ luce^ calorey cibo. 

This poet, in his poem entitled Nux, has also taken 
notice of the various insults which the walnut-tree re- 
ceives at the hands of travellers on the highway ; and 
Boileau says, Ep. vi, speaking of the river ' Seine :' 

Tous ses bords sont cooTerts de sanies non plants, 
£t de noyers sowrent dn passant insnlUs. 

■ And here our readers, or rather the readws of that well-con- 
lliicted nkisceHany * the Literary Gazette,' will, doubtless, be remind- 
ed of ftome most ingenious papers under this title ; we trust that, 
when the series is completed, they will be published in a separate 
form. To such as have not seen them, we can only say, Lege, et 
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A bas-reUef, <m die south-west side of the cathe- 
dral of Amiens, ^repr^eiltiiig two figures, who seem 
busy about the contents of a sack or bag full of what 
may be taken for walnuts, attaches itself to the fol- 
lowing^ anecdote, but appears of a date anterior to 
the sixteenth century. — lids tow%i was taken by sur- 
prise, when Ferdinand Tell^s besieged it in 1597^ 
owing to the stratagem of a few Spanish soldiers. 
Who, disguised in a plain country-dress, drove, early 
in the morning, a cart loaded with sacks full of wal- 
nuts. . The gates were unsuspiciously opened by flie 
s^tinels ; two or fliree of Ihe bags bursting, as if 
accidentally, the ground was strewed with the fruit. 
The guards fell to directly, picking and scrambling, 
whilst a body of troops, who were in ambush under 
the ramparts, rushed by impetuously, overcame the 
sentinels, and made tliemselves masters of the town. 
Henry lY, however, soon retook it from tiie Spaniards. 

Having finished our ^wine and walnuts,* let us 
take a ramble by the sea-side, ' a pleasant thing* in 
the month of September; but let us not forget that 
* on the shell-strewn borders of the ever-rolling ocean,' 
as well as in 'the daisied meadow' — ^wemay equally 
discover evidences of a Deity, and objects of won- 
der and de%ht. 

Of submarine plants, our coasts (particularly the 
western) furnish a great variety, many of which 
are very beautiful, and are particularly remarkable 
for the firmness of their te^^ture, aiid die -brilliancy 
of tlieir colouring. One of the most remarkable is 
the bloody sea dock, which, when in a state of per- 
fection, is of a rich blood colour; from which cir- 
cumstance it probably derived its name. This plant 
is so very thin, and so strongly adhesive, that, if laid 
on paper, the sheet maybe folded in almost any form, 
without occasioning either wrinkle or separation. 
The colour will retain its brilliancy for many years, 
and, when it has somewhat faded, it becomes 
variegated with red and yellow, bearing some re- 
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ambiance to a striped tulip. Of this genus there i» 
qne species that has been denominated the sensitive 
Jfucus, from its possessing the property of shrinking 
from the touch, and, indeed, from every thing warm : 
if brought near the fire, its edges begin to move and 
draw towards each other; but if, while in this state, 
the finger be brought near them, the edges again re- 
tire, and resume their primitive position. Placed on . 
a warm hand, all its parts appear convulsed, and it 
seems to writhe like an animal in excessive pain. 
This singular property can only arise from the pecu- 
liar structure of the leaf, which is compelled to yield 
to the repellent efiluvia exuded from the hand. On 
many parts of our western coast sponges are fre- 
quently found, adhering occasionally to the solid 
rock, to large shells, and moveable stones : some of 
these sponges have projecting parts resembling leaves 
in a curling state; others appear as solid oblong 
balls, which, in their central parts, inclose a fishy 
embryo ; and others, again, are full of large circular 
holes at the extremities of their tubercles, exhi- 
biting, when taken from the water, a colour inclined 
to purple ; but, on being exposed to the air, they 
soon acquire that of a common sponge. Be- 
neath each of this kind a cavity has always been 
discovered, from which it appears to have been a re- 
ceptacle for some body possessed of animal life ; 
and it is not improbable that some species of the 
crafrkind have found here a place to deposit their 
germs of future life. 

Among the various substances which seem to 
imite the animal to the vegetable kingdom, the most 
remarkable is the sea nettle, so called from its affect- 
ing the hand in the same manner as the land nettle : 
these are generally called, by sailors and fishermen, 
sea-blubbers. They are of two kinds, those fixed to 
the rocks, and those that float in the water. The 
former kind is plentiful in almost all the pools 

Aa2 
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within the range of the. tidoB.; lliem vary in their 
colonr^ from flie finest seadet to' the deepest poypte^ 
sprinkled over with beantiftQ yellow specks: Hiey 
adhere so finnly to the rotks, that it is with difficid^ 
they can be disengaged ; and^ in this state, they seem 
continually to wave their arms or feelers in searcli of 
food. This species fomishes many kinds ) but flie 
greatest Tariety is among those that float about. 
They swim. in an oblique manner, contracting and 
expanding their extremities sdtemately, and pro- 
moting their rest or motion by their legs or feefers : 
their movements are very slow, and they fall a prey 
to every assailant. 

The shades of ev^iing now warn us to conclude 
our walk, and to bid adieu, for a few hours, to the 
interesting scenes of the ever-changing Ocean; bnt 
ere we return to partake<the reviviscent beverage of 
China's leaf, let us* open our friend Bemard^a pretty 
little pocket volume of Poems, and read his 

Stanzas, 
Addretgei to some Friends gomg to the Sea-Side, 
* ♦ * 
I will not repine while remernhhuice can be 
still blest with the moments I*?e spent by the sea. 
The ramble at morning, when morning first wakes^ 
And the Son through the haze like a beacon-fire bmka ; * 
lilmniDe to sea-ward the hiUowt^ white foam. 
And tempting the loiterer ere breakfast to roam. 
The stroll after breakfast, when all are got ont ; 
The saunter, the lounge, and the looking aboot ; 
The search after ehelle, and the eye glancing bright. 
If eomelianf or amber, should come in its si^bt. 
Nor must r forget the last ramble at eve, 
Wben tlie splendours of daylight are takUig their leave ; 
When the Sun's setting beams, with a tremulous motion, 
Are reflected hr off on the bosom of Ocean. 

This, this is the time, when I think I have found 
The deepest defight from the scenery round: 
There's a fi^shness in morning's enjoyments, but this 
Brings with it a fteling of tenderer bli». 
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I remeaiber an evening, tiiongh years are gone by. 
Since timt evening wo tpent^to my heart and my eye 
It is present, by memory's magical power, 
And reflects bacli its light on Uiis far distant hoor— 

'Twas an evening the loveliest that Summer had seeoy 
The sky was nnclonded, the Ocean serene ; 
The Sun's setting beams, so resplendently bright, 
On the biUovta were dancing like streamers of tight. 

So smoothing the sounds were, which faintly I heard, 
They were sweeter than notes of the night-loving bird ; 
And so peaceful the prospect before me, it seemed 
like a scene of delight of which fancy had dreamed. 

There's a pensive enjoyment the pen cannot paint i 
There are feelings which own that all language is fhint; 
And such, on that eve, to my heart was made known, 
As I nmsed by the mumming billows alone. 

BBRMAttD BARTON. 



3Elemarlmf»le Mn^ 

In OCTOBER 1823, 
. 1. — SAINT KEMI6IUS. 

REMI6ITJS was bom at Landen^ where he so 
closely pursued his studies^ that he was supposed to 
lead a monastic life. After the death of Bennadiiis, he 
was^ on account of his exemplary piety and extraor- 
dinary learning, chosen bii^op of Bheims. Havings 
held his bishopric 74 years, he died at 36 years of 
age, A.D. 635, 

*5. 1821. — CLAUDIUS JOHN RICH; DIED, JET. 3^^, 

At Shiraz in iPersia ; author of the ' Memoirs of 
antient Babylon,' and late resident of the East India 
Company at Bagdad ; to which station he was raised 
before the age of seventeen^n consequence of his great 
literary attainments and distinguished merits. He 
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was at Shiraz on his way to Bombay, when he i^as 
carried off by that fatal disease, the cholera morbus, 
the ravages of which, in that city, swept off, in the 
short space of five days, sixteen thousand persons. 
Such an affecting instance of extended mortality 
loudly calls for attention to the Divine admonition — 
* There be ye also ready ; for in such an hour as ye 
think not, the Son of Man cometh* Luke xii, ▼. 40. 

Mr. Rich's untimely death will be the subject of 
most painful regret to many of his friends who re- 
member his truly amiable character, together with his 
intense application and his ardent genius, by means of 
which he was enabled to make an almost imexampled 
proficiency in the Hebrew, Greeks Persic, Arabic, and . 
Turkish, as well as in several European languages. 
Independently of his extraordinary acquirements^ 
thus prematurely lost to the world, his death wiU 
excite additional regret in the mind of the Christian, 
from his having engaged, in the most decided man- 
ner, to promote the circulation of the Scriptures 
through Persia^ and other parts of the East: an 
ample acknowledgment of his valuablei services is 
contained in the records of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society. 

6. — SAINT FAITH. 

This virgin martyr suffered death under Dacianas, 
about the year 290, the most cruel torments being 
inflicted upon her. A great fair is held on this day 
at the village of St. Faith's, near Norwich, at which 
the gentry round about and from Norwich meet in 
gay attire. 

♦6. 1821. — JOHN colsman's jubilee. 

Among the many illiiistrious characters with whom 
we have adorned our pages, we know not of any one. 
whom we have introduced witti more satisfaction 
than this rare instance of honest industry and fidelity. 
The Jubilee was celebrated at Walmer in Kent, in 
commemoration of Coleman's having completed a 
service of 50 years on one farm, viz. Wahner Cotirt. 
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" ■■■ ^^'^'^am^^m^mimmmm^mmmmmmmmmtmmmmmmt^ n i i n ■y*T^'— i". ' , ' 1 

In die Bkonung, the whole of hid implemwta.ifei:^ 
diaplayed haogiiig in front of the Drttm Inn^ lu^/^o* 
phies in honour of the di[iy. In the* evenings H Cfin- 
mderabie munber of reiq^tablc inhabitants. of th(3 

Slace assembled at the Dram Tea-gardens^ where 
ohn Coleman^ supported by two of his sons nnder 
a canopy of laurel^ preceded by a band of mnsic, 
and flags flying, and followed by his fellow workmen, 
two and two, and acconlpanied by a lluge concourse 
of people, proceeded to the houses of the principal 
inhabitants of the place ; and it was truly gratifying 
to witness the reception he met witti from each of 
Uiem. On the approach to each honse, the band 
formed in the lawn in front, playing ' God save the 
EJng,' while the worthy old man was met by the 
head of each family at the door, and welcomed and 
congratulated on the respect shown to him by his 
neighbours on the occasion : on leaving each house 
three hearty cheers were given, abd, on returning to 
the Drum, he was met by the landlord an(\ con- 
ducted to his seat, dverhung with boughs of laurel, 
at the upper end of a large booth, erected on pur- 
pose, capable of containing upwards of 300 people, 
where, from the liberal subscription of many of the 
(irincipal inhabitants of the neighbourhood, he and 
his fellow workmen partook of an excellent supper, 
and nearly a butt of beer was distributed to those 
who chose to partake of it. On the chairman giving 
the health of John Coleman, a bright example of 
honestry, industry, and integrity, with three, it was 
received and drunk with universal applause, and a 
succession of toasts followed, viz. — ' The King/ — 
* The Proprietor of Walmer Court,' — * Lord liver- 
pooV — * Lady Harvey and family,' &c. &c. : at in- 
tervals the band played several lively tunes, and 
the younger part of the company amused themselves 
with couptry dances, and in one of which John Cole-* 
man himself joined with one of his grand-daughters, 
with all the activity of a young man* This sur- 
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prising character is now 75 years of age, and never 
Knew a day's illness : inured to hard work from his 
cradle^ it became so habitaal to him, that to this day 
he could no more live without employment, than any 
oflier man could live without food. He has brought 
up and educated eleven sons and daughters (several 
of whom arenowlivingin respectable circumstances), 
without ever having received, and would even now 
disdain to receive, parochial relief: he is esteemed 
and respected by all who know him. 

God to the bnman race 
lodnlgeDt prompts to necessary toil 
Man, provident of life; with kindly signs 
The seasons marks, when best to turn the glebe 
With spade and plough, to nnrse the tender plants. 
And cast o'er fost'ring earth the seeds abroad. 

AttATtJS. 
9.— SAINT DBNYS. 

Saint Denys, or Dionysius, the Areopagite, was 
converted to Christianity by St. Paul. See Acts xvii. 
He was, at first, one of the judges of the celebrated 
court of the Areopagus, but was afterwards made 
Bishop of Athens, where he suffered martj^rdom for 
the sake of the gospel. — For an accoimt of an antient 
tradition relative to St. Denis, see our last volume, 
p. 261. 

11.^— OLD MICHAELMAS DAY, 

Still observed as the quarter day in many places, 
and as the end of one year, and beginning of another, 
in hiring servants. 

*12. 1821.— WILLIAM ANGUS DIED, 

^ Landscape Engraver, and eminent for his produc- 
tions in this line. One of his principal works is his 
Collection of * Views of the Seats of the Nobility and 
Gentry,' 1787-1815. 

13.— TRANSLATION OP KING BDWARD THE 
CONFJBSSOR. 

He was the youngest son of KingEthelred; but as 
all his elder brothers were either dead^ or had fled 
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away> he succeeded to the crown of England in the 
year 1042. He collected all the most useful laws 
made by the Saxon and Danish kings. The addi- 
tional title of Confessor was probably given him by 
the pope^ for settling what was then called Rome 
Scot, but now is better known by the name of Peter's 
Pence. — For some pretty lines on this subject^ see 
T.T. for 1815, p. 281. 

•15. 1400'.— JOHN GOWER, POET, DIED, 

Not long after this day ; ' he lieth buried in St. 
Mary Overies church, or St. Mary's on the bank in 
Souttiwarke. He new builded a great parte of that 
church, and compiled three famous books. The Jirste 
in Latine, Vox Clamantis ; the seconde in Frenche, 
Speculum Meditantis : the thirde in English, Con- 
fessio Amantis, which is in.prynte; Summarie of 
English Chronicles.' Our learned antiquarian Le- 
land tells us, that * this John Gower was of the 
knightly order, and bom in Yorkshire : that he was 
alawyer by profession, and laboured much in poetry, 
and was the first polisher of his own countrey lan- 
guage, which before his time lay uncultivated, and 
almost quite rude : that he wrote many things in 
English*, not only in verse, but also in prose, which 
were read with pleasure by the learned even in his 
time, the reign of King Henry VIII. He flourished 
in King Kichard II's reign, to whom he dedicated Ms 
works ; and, when he was blind, presented to him 
his Song in praise of Peace. He was an intimate 
friend and acquaintance of that eminent poet,' Geof- 
fery Chaucer, as he shows in this book, and used to 
submit bis lucubrations to Ats judgment, as Chaucer 
did his Loves of Troilus to the censure and correc- 
tion of Gower and Strode' 

*16. 1823.— MRS. 6ARRICK DIED, iET. 99! 

This lady was the widow of the mi mif a&Ze Garrick, 



Ititson, iti his Bibliograplua Poetica, says 1402« 
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who contributed so greatly to lessen the sum of hu- 
man misery, by his mirthful exertions on the ^tage. 
Mrs. Garrick was in her hundredth year — and such 
wits the state of her health: and spirits, that> it is 
said, she was.making aikangements to be ptesent at 
the re-opening of I)niry*laneTheatre,iwhen—' Deafli 
on the paleliorse' summoned her to act her part in 
' another and a better world/ 

17.— SAINT ETHBLDREDA. 

She was a princess of distinguished piety, daughter 
of Anna, King of the East- Angles, and Hereswitha 
his queen, and was bom about the year 630, at Ix- 
ning, a small village in Suffolk. In the year 673, 
she founded the conventual church of Ely, with the 
adjoining convent. Of this monastery she was con- 
stituted abbess, the monks and nuns living in society 
and regular order: it flourished for nearly two hun- 
dred years, but was destroyed, with its inhabitants, 
by the Danes, in 870.— See T.T. for 1814, p. 2S6. 

18.— SAINT LUKE THE EVANGELIST. 

Luke was bom at Antioch,the metropolis of Syria, 
a place celebrated for the study of the liberal arts. 
The notion that lie was a painter is without founda- 
tion, as it is not countenanced by antient^ writers. 
Dr. Lardner thinks that he might have been by pro- 
fession a physician, as the expression 'beloved phy- 
sician," Col. iv, 14, seems to intimate. Luke lired a 
single life, and died in the 84th year of his age, 
about the year of Christ 70 ; probably a natural ' 
death. 

25.— SAINT CRISPIN. 

* Crispinus and Crispianus, two brothers, were bom 
at Rome; whence they travelled to Soissons in 
FVtoice, about the year 803, to propagate the Chris- 
tian religion. Being desirous, however, of rendering 
tibemselves independent, they gained a subsistence 
by shoemaking. It having been discovered that they 
privately embraced the Christian faith, and endea- 
voured to make proselytes of the inhabitants, the 
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governor of the t^ws 'ivmMisteiy oiPdered them to 
bebeheaded/sd^oiittiibyear.908. From this time, 
the shoemakers chos6 them for their tutelar saints. 
There is a cnrious askfecdote relative to Axis day in 
T.T. for 1£1^ p. 2»l.-^Tbe shomidl:«rs of Edin- 
burgh^ and the principal to^fpd of Scotland, meet an- 
nually on St. Grispin's-day to choose a king from 
among their own body, and celebrate Ae event with 
a grand pageant, an ei&eeHcfnt snpper, and a ball for 
their female Mends. 

28. — SAINT SIMON AN© SAINT JVD^, ApOStles. 

Simon is called the Qmaanite, from flie Hebrew 
word CoTia, to be zealous ; henee his name of Simon 
Zelotes, or the Zealot, Luke vi, 15. Ailer enduring 
various troubles and afflictions, he^ with great cheer- 
fulness, suffered death on tibe cross. 

Jude is called both by ihe name of Thaddaens and 
libbaeus : Matt, x, 8, and Mark iii, 18- Jude, the 
brother of James : Jude, verse 1. And Judas, not 
Iscariot : John xiv, 23. He was of our Lord's kin- 
dred ; * Is not his mother called Mara, and his brethren 
Jaines and Jose^, and Simon aim Judas f Matt, 
xiii, 55. After, great success in bis apostolic mi-, 
nishy, he was, at last,lbr a&ee and open reproof of 
the superstitious rites of the Magi, cruelly put to 
death. He has left one epistle of univeisal concern 
to Christians. 

In the: dfcelelOB ioase at tibe R^yai Academy, sup- 
posed to have been written by one of tlie students, 
and deposited there by him. 

Behold this ruin — ^"twas a skull, 

Once of etbereftl spirit ftiU. 

This narrow oell was Hfe*s ntreat*— 

This f^wemmtimugkeB mysMiioos feat:— 

What beanttions i^iotiirfjs illM this spot! 

What dreams of ptounive loog forget 1 

Nor love, nor joy, nor hope, nor ^ar, 

Jias iilt4BiBr4race<6r record here 1 

irb 
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BfliBetUi tins novldering cMopy 

Once shone the bright and busy «ye ; 

But start not at the disiaal void. 

If social love that eye employed — 

If with no lawless fire it gleamed, 

But through the dew of kindness beamed. 

The eye shdl be for ever bright 

When stars and sftns have lost their light. 

Here in this silent cavern hung 
The ready, swift, and tnnefiil tmigue ; 
If falsehood's honey it disdained, 
And where it could not praise, was chained- 
If bold in virtue's cause it spoke. 
Yet gentle concord never broke— 
That tuneful tongue shall plead for thee 
When death unveils eternity. 

Say, did these ^ng-ers delve the mine, 
Or with its envied rubies shine? 
To hew the rock, or wear the gem, 
Can nothing n<>w avail to them ; 
But if the page of truth they sought, 
Or comfort to the mourner brought. 
These hands a richer meed shall claim 
Than all that vraits on wealth or fame. 

Avails it, whether bare or shod 
These /i?e^ the path of duty trod ? 
If from the bow^ of Joy th^ fled. 
To soothe affliction's humble bed— 
If grandeur's guilty bribe they spumed. 
And home to virtue's lap returned — 
These feet with angels* vnngs shall vie. 
And tread the palace of the skys. 



■ These lines, though not or%r{naZ, are a very successful parody of 
a piece entitled * Tvme*8 Lectwe to Man,' printed in the Oithodox 
Churchman's Magazine for 1801, vol. i, p. 403. As a specimen of this 
piece, we give a stanza which has not been imitated by the modern 
writ|||: — 

See, not the least remains appear 

To show where Nature phieed the ear .• 

Who knows if it were musical, 

Or could not judge of sounds at all ? 

Yet, if it were to counsel bent. 

To caution and reproof attest. 

That ear shall with tliis sound W blest,— 

< Well done, and enter into rest,* 
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^gtronomical ^Occurrences 

In OCTOBEE 18^. 

Solar Phenomena. 
The Sun enters Scerino at 19 m. after 5 in the 
morning of the 24th of this month ; and he rises and 
sets during the same period in the following 

TABLE 

Of ike Sim*8 Rising and Setting for every fifth Day. 

October Ist^ Sun rises 11 m. afte^G. Sets 49 m. after 5 
6thy .••••••..••• 22 •••••••,• 6 ••••••••• 38 ....m.** 5 

11th, 32 6 38 5 

leths « 41 ... 6 19 ......... 5 

21st, 51 6 9 5 

26th, 1 7 69 4 

31st, • 11 7 49 ......... 4 

Equation of lime. 
If the following numbers be subtracted from the 
time as indicated by a good sun-dial^ the remainders 
will be what should be shown by a well regulated 
clock at the same instant. 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Jhne for every fifth Day. 

Wednesday, Oct. Ist, from the time by the dial nibtract 10 8 

Monday ,....M.«« 6th, •••••.. .••...••.•. 11 40 

Saturday, 11th, .,...,. ,.,...... 18 2 

Thursday, ... 16th, ,.,.«*Mf..... 14 13 

Tuesday, ......... 2ist, 15 10 

Sunday, .•.••»... 26th, ....m....... 15 50 

Friday, 31st, 16 12 

Lunar Phenomena. 
Phases of the Moon. 

. New Moon, 4th day, at 41 m. past 8 morning 

First Quarter, 12th • 7 2 .^.. 

Full Moon, 19th ...r..... 11 10 at night 

Last Quarter, 26th 44 7 evening. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The following times of transit are selected as af- 
fording suitable opportunities for observation during 
this month: viz. 
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October lOtb, at 6 m. after 5 in the ereniiig 
llthy ,•• uS •••••••••• ■■■■■■>iw —■•■■——■ 

I9thf •«» 43 ••«MM«^ 6 —. — ■——«.-»— 

Ivtily *0« <«il a»»»M> — 7 ••••••••••M* •••■••• 

l^^XHf ••• lo •••••••••• o •••••••••••••••••••• 

lOtuy ««• OO •••^M««»« o •«•■••«••••••••••••• 

IMi, ... 88 .......... 9 at night 

17th, .^ » .-^-. 19 .^.^..^ 

90th, ... 46 •••..•••.. 6 in the morning 
S7th, — 41 ..^....^ 6 ^^ 

^StUf ... 9<« •.•••^•p. 7 «....•......••.•..•• 

29th^ •.. 23 .M.M**** 8 — .M.. »•.♦.•.—— 
WCu, .•• 9 .....••... 9 .«k ...... ....••.••.• 

Phenomsna Planbtarum. 

JPTuMses of Venus. 

This pkmeC stiB contfaiTie* to dectecuw^ and will 

totally (fisappear in the early part of this montb, for 

on the Ist it will only appear in die telescope like a 

yery narrow faint crescent 

n^^k^i.* / nioflkinated part cs 0<96S47dig!b 
October l«t, |p3,^ p3rt j;^ ^ I j^^ 

EeUpses of JnpUer^s SaUUUtg. 
Both this and the following moaflis afford the yoong 
astronomer some fine opportunities of observing these 

Ehenomena, The foUowiog are Hiose tliat iu:e Tisi* 
le fiiis monfli : viz* 

Immersions. . 

First flateUite, 3d day> at 9S«i« 89 9. ikfter 6 in the momiog 
. 4Ui •••*<•*<« 6& ..< 60 ......... 11 at night 

13th .w. 60 ... le .M..*... 1 in the morning 

- 90th « H ... 61 •—....• 10 at night 

26th ••••M«^ 86 ..^ 48 ••••••••• 6 in the morning 

<«otIl ••••••.•. ,0 ... V ......f^. U .•..*..■•.......••... 

Second Satellite, 3d day, at IX .«. 11 ••.•...*. 

loth «....«•.. 47 .^^ 10 9 •.......;.. .•^. 

If.th «••«•.*•.* 2m #•#. ^d «.••.•••. o •«•••««•»..•••.••••.» 

l^nfi qf Sattam*s Ring. 
This phenomenon will exhibit a considerable open- 
ing this month, as the foUoyiring will be the propor- 
tion of its axes: viz. 

n«*^K-, !-♦ /Transverse axis lOOQ 
October Irt, I Conjugate axis - 0-4« ' - 
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TABLE 






Gf the Meridional Transits and Altitudes of the 




Planets. 






Ist 


7th 


13ih 


19ih 


2Sth 




TIAHSITS. 






h* m. 


h,m. 


A. m. 


h. m. 


h. m» 


Mercury 1 ^ qft. 


1 16 


048 


4 


11 21 mor. 


Venus 4aft. 


8 


11 35fiior. 11 I 


10 33 


Mm 8 46 mof. 


8 39 


8 31 


822 


8 13 


Jupiter 6 16 mor. 


5 t6 


535 


5 14 


453 


Saturn 3 mor. 


287 


2J4 


1 50 


1 26 


O.Sidns 6 9a/ir. 


5 47 


5 22 


5 


4 39 




ALTITUDES. 






Mercury 330 a' 


220 4^^ 


23O10' 


26^49' 


310 3' 


Venus 22 21 


23 43 


26 17 


28 9 


30 21 


Mars 65 $1 


54 48 


53 44 


52 37 


51 29 


Jupiter 61 21 


61 19 


61 18 


61 17 


61 17 


Saturn 54 46 


54 41 


54 35 


54 28 


54 21 


O. Stdus 14 53 


14 52 


14 52 


14 51 


14 51 



Other Phenomena. 
Greorgiam Sidas will be in quadrature at 45 mi- 
nutes past 4 in the afternoon of Uie 1st of this mpnth, 
and Jupiter at a quarter after 1 in the morning of the 
4th. On the 8th there will be an occultation of the 
bright star a in Scorpio by the Moon. The Immer- 
sion will taJce place at 24 m. 30 s. after 4^ and the 
Emersion at 44 m. 30 s. past 5, in the afternoon. At 
the former instant^ the star will be 2\\' north of the 
Moon's centre, and at the latter it will be i' south of 
the same point. Mercury will also be stationary on 
that day, and in his inferior conjunction at half past 
4 in the morning of the 20th. Venus will be in con- 
junction on the 10th, at 45m. after 10 at night; she 
will, of course, be whoU]^ invisible at this time. 
The Moon will be in conjunction with Georgium 
Sidus at 34 m. after 5 in the morning of the 11th ; 
wMi Jupiter, at 7 m. past 5 in the morning of the 
25th ; and with Venus at 22 m. past 2 in the after- 
noon of the 81st. Mars will be in conjunction with 
a in Leo on the 20th, the planet being at that time 61' 
north of the star. Jupiter will likewise be stationary 
on the 28th^ and Mercury on the 29tfa. 

Bb2 
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It may be remarked here, that, in the Shetland 
Isl6»aM fhe northerm parts of Europe, the Aurora 
J3or€alfs often makes its appearance this month, and 
ihofigil not a celestial, it is an atmospherical pheno* 
menon, which has long attracted the attention both 
of philosophers and poets. While the former, how-* 
ever^baTe been uaaUe to ascertain Us nature, the 
latter have silcceeded in giving beautifnl descriptioao 
of its^ appearance. Among t£ese, Thmnson thus ad- 
mirably delineates its vivid playfulness: — 

Silent from the north 
A blaze of meteors shoot : ensweeping first 
. The lower skiea, then all at once converge 
High to the crown of Heav'n, and all at once 
. Relaptiog quick, as ifnickly reascend. 
And mU and thwart, extingoiah and renew, 
All ether coorsing in a maze of light. 



REFLECTIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 
[ContiQiied firom p. tTl*] 

Having presented a brief description of the twt> 
signs which supply ns with ready means of distin- 
guishing the northern point of the heavens, and con- 
sequently of determining all the cardinal points of 
the compass, we shall oflFer a few observations on 
the Zodiacal Signs, which are so repeatedly men- 
tibned in. the course of our Astronomical Occur- 
rences. The first of these is 

Aries (y), the Ram. 
^ Afies is the first of the Zodiacal Signs, and which, 
according to the reckoning of astronomers, who ad^t 
the fixed and intellectual zodiac of Hipparchus,, the 
Sun enters at the commencement of the vernal e^ui* 
noxy which is on the 20th of March, astronomical 
time. This is the beginning of the astronomical 
year : it is also from this point that the right ascen- 
sion of the stars and the longitude of the beavesbf 
bodies are computed* When the Sua enters^ ws 
sign, he rises to flie north pole, and the sbadoi^sof 
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n^^ begin to envelope^the apposite pcdiit of the heii« 
V0B6« The Earth at this time is in that pavt of its 
Of bU which answers to the begimiii^ of Lifara, boA 
ooosequently the Sun^ which is sera in the opposite 
points appears to be entering Aries. He is then ver^ 
tical to the equator, and the circle which terminates 
light and darkness passes through the poles, and, 
cutting the equator and all its parallels at right an^^ 
^s, causes night and day to be equal in all parts of 
th» globe, except the poles. 
. (kk this sign, and in reference to the preceding 
statements, Mr. Jameson makes the following judi*- 
cio«s and instructive remarks, at page S5 of his 
CeU^ml Atlas. — ^ These are astronomical truths; 
bol i6^ nature the sign Aries has no part (herein, its 
plnee beiskg ocicupied by Flsoes. More than 3009 
yeaim haTC passed away sthce the sign Aries, owing 
to tiie precession of the equinoxes, has ceased to 
open the astronomical year, as Prmceps signorum 
etMmtor exerciiiis Zodiaci. In more remote times, 
the yemal equinox took place, and the year opened 
whw the Sun waa in Taurus* But when astrouo* 
mer^ and legislators 'agreed to reform the Calendar 
acooTduig to the new style, the Ram^ with which Oie 
year cosmmenced, was called jTuie^the Jnbelee was 
prodained and the New Year adopted. Herodotus 
tells us that once a year, on a certain day, at the 
fafltival of Jupiter Ammon, or the Sun in Aries, the 
pedj^ of Thebes, in Egyp^ slew a ram. The Sun 
Gttote into Aries on the 10th of the. Jewish motttb 
Kisan* An annual feast was tfaeoi celebrated^ and a 
male ram was slain, to commemorate the detrrerance 
ftom Egypt. At tl^ period of the flight from l^yplt, 
tibe Temal equinox took place when tlie Sun was in 
Aries. 

/Tte Gkeeks derive the sfwitisA of &isstgn from 
tiie ram whibh produced the golden fleece ^ai Ja* 
Sim brought. from Gdcfats, about 126$ years before 
tin ^2biriiiti»i era* .PQpiiae.ofkiony.kaw#f)9r> traces 
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the name from the ciTcmnstance that the figHies or 
symbols of the signs are Egyptian hieroglyphics, 
ABsigned to represent those facts in Natural History 
peculiar to each month, as the Son appears to pass 
progressively through the zodiac. At the time of the 
vernal eqninox, sheep yean their lambs ; and the smt 
of the zodiac corresponding to that period of Ibe 
year was typified by their m^e parent the ram. 

'Ensebins mentions that Ammon, the symbol' of 
the Sun in Aries, was represented with a disk over 
his head. When the vernal equinox took place with 
the Sun in Taurus, Aries and Libra were then the 
uppermost signs in the lower hemisphere, which was 
expressed hieroglypMcally by a wilderness. Hence 
Jupiter Ammon was fabled to have lived in a desert 
until he was brought out of it by Isis. Aries then 
seems to be the symbol of the Sun, who, after having 
descended to, and returned from, the lower hemis* 
phere, contends for his place in the upper hemis- 
phere, and the antients accordingly represent him as 
struggling against the constellations, which they 
typified by a ram butting- with his bonis. Among 
the Hebrew leaders, Aries was the ensign of Gad. 

'On the ruins of Persepolis, rams, bulls, lions, and 
archers, are the common ornaments ; €md*Francklin^ 
who has given a minute sketch of ttiis anticnt city, 
has furnished us with the means of determining the 
period when it was built. The Persian MS. which 
he has translated says, ''King Gemsheed held a 
great festival, when the Sun, quitting the sign Pisces, 
entered that of Aries, and the yearconmienced;<at 
which period he commanded all his people to assist 
at the building of the temple/' About 4000 years ago, 
the ram, or lamb, became the leader of the signs, and 
the year opened with this new conductor of the 
heavenly host For 2000 years, Aries was Prmceps 
signarumy and 2000 years have passed away since 
Pisces became Ihices exercii^ Zodiaci, Persepolis 
maai, then^ have been built in^the time of Abraa. 
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Alexander the Great is said to have burnt U about the 
year 030 B«C* li, however, we take the mean be*' 
tween the destruction of this city and the eonunence-^ 
meint oitikd year with Aries, it had been built before 
the chronology of the Arundelian Marbles began, in 
1582 B.C., or perhaps about the time that Atlas the 
asitrononier flourished. Thus Astronomy becomes 
the parent of Chrcmology/ 

TMs sign Aries embraces 66 stars, but only one of 
them ia of the 2d magnitude, one of the 3d, and 
two of the 4ih« The principal of these is a Arkiu^ 
whiich is situated in the forehead of the Bam ; but a$ 
moat of the others are small, he does not present 
any coitspicuous figure by which he can be readi- 
ly distinguished, like either of those already de- 
scribed. The declination of «> as given by Mr, J» in 
the work above referred to, is 22° 36' 80", and its 
right ascension 29^ 15' 30''. It rises at the N.E, 
iES. point of the compass, at London* Its time of 
rising^and passage over the meridian, on the first o^ 
OMh month, are as in the following table; its meri<» 
dian altitude is er 6' 80". 



, ; 


JRil9€$f Cviminatei. | 

b. m. h. m. 

11 Omor. 7 15 afiAjuly 






h. m. h. m. 


ifitniiftry - 


10 504^. 7 diiKJr. 


¥«i>niftir3p. 


$87 -- 5 0- - August- - 


9 - - 5 4,.- 


MayeH- - 


645.*3 1d.*| September 


7 0-- 3 8- - 


Abfil - - 
May.-- 


4 56 . - 1 15 - - October - 


5 15 - - 1 18 - - 


3 0-^- 11 $d«n^. i November 


3 90 - - 1 30 <i/P; 


June - - 


10-- 930--; Decemljer 


} 14 - • 9 90 - . 



Tavkvb (:>i\ the Bull. 

This i» the second ^t the spring signs, wliich flie 
San, according t0 the astroaonii<mi accoimt^ entera 
on tihe 90th of April> but ia reality Bot till about the 
13ft of May. The Earth being now in Scorpio, the 
Sun appears in Tanms^ and the length of day en- 
tile noi^ side of the equator increases, whfle ike 
liglkt f s diAised over a latg^ track ronnd the north 
pole during several compleieivvolntions of tbe Earth 
on ^s axis: 

Greciftii fhMe assigns the origin 'of this sign to^ 
tlie aidnicyi l»lo whidh Jopiter is mppMed to have 
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transfonned himself when he carried off Europa; but 
in this symbol that ingenious and inventive people 
were doubtless anticipated; for the Boll was wor- 
shipped by many oriental nations^ ages before the 
Ghreeks had a zodiac. In the days of Abram^ this 
animal was considered as the leader of the signs, 
and the conductor of the heavenly hosts. The Indian 
and Persian monuments, as well as the Egyptian 
worship of Jpis, so fully established by the \Pen- 
tateuch, sufficiently show that this sign did not 
originate with the Greeks. One of the most natural 
modes of accounting for its derivation is, that at this 
period of the year the cattle usually bring forth their 
youn^, which was commemorated by placing the 
Bull m the heavens. 

The vernal equinox took place about 4000 years 
ago, when the Sun was in Taurus; and for the space 
of nearly half that period the Bull was the prince 
and leader of the heavenly host. Numerous ori* 
eatal monuments show how closely Eastern idolatry 
was connected with this symbol, representing the 
passage of the Sun from the lower to the upper he- 
misphere ; and as ^ long as the year commenced with 
the Sun in Taurus, the Persians represented Mithras 
as slaying a young bull. Even after the Bam or 
Lamb became the leader of the signs, the golden Calf, 
or golden Bull, the symbol of Apis, obtained the re* 
verence of mankind.' 

Passing by various other conjectures respecting 
die origin wd meaning of this sign, the foUowing^ 
remarks appear more deserving of attention : ' The 
installation of Apis, in which the soul of the great 
Osiris was supposed to subsist, was exceedingly 
splendid, and his festivals were annually attended 
with great veneration and pomp for seven successive 
days. The festival commenced about the 12tii or 13th 
of the month Payn, which corresponded with tiie 
17tb or 18th of June, and was called the birth of 
Anis. Before the SSd ^Pharaoh, called Aseth, fte 
solar year consisted of 300 days: this prince added 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IK oevoBBR ISaS* S98 

five days more to complete its course; ajul in his 
reign a Calf was placed among the gods> and named 
Apk-Taurus exceUus. The intercalation of the five 
days introduced into the mythology Osiris» Ahieris^ 
Typhon^ Isis, and Nephte. This was the reformation 
of tile Calendar which the ^ings at their inauguration 
were obliged to swear they would not alter> by in- 
serting months or days^ but that it should remain' as 
estabUshed by the antients. The discovery of the 
real period of the solar year did not^ however^ prevent 
the use of the civil and of the vague year amoug the 
Egyptians, which was not remedied except amoi^ 
the learned. The worship of Apis among the Egyp- 
tians probably suggested the first idea of making altars 
with horns. I apprehend ''the embalmed Bull/' 
which M. Belzoni found in one of the sepulchres of 
the Egyptian kings at Gournou, was the symbol of 
the god Osiris, or perhaps of the Sun in Taurus; 
Thebes, says this enterprising traveller, in the vici- ^ 
nity of which Gournou is situated, had arrived at its 
glory, under Osiris, in a period of *' antiquity that 
reaches far beyond all historical notice." ' 

Taurus has Gemini on the east, Orion and Erida- 
nus on the south, and Aries on the west. It con- 



K... 






JL. 



Pleiades 
\ 



vs 



\ 



■^Vit 



tains 141 stars, the principal of which may readily 
be found in the heavens by means pf the foUowiag 
combinations and the diagram. Aldebaran (a) ; the 
Pleiades, with and ^ in tixe tips of the boms (which 
are on the borders ot the milky way), form a trape- 
aoid. The Pleiades, Aldebaran, and /?^in' the tip^ of 
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IkA ttoiHiem hem, cdostiUite an obtuse atig;led ttinss^ 
iple, witb die angle at Aldebaran a little more than a 
ligkt angle. Aldebaran, g and*{, also form an aeote 
angled triangle, tbe angle at the last of tbefse fimee 
fliaia &Huig very littie short of a right angle. 

Though tbe Hyades and the Plfiades are some* 
times represented as distinct constellations, they 
aze only component parts of that of Tanms. The 
Hyades are the feigned daughters of Atlas and 
Pieone* They are composed of nmnerons smrall 
stars sttrrotmding Aldebaran, which fonns the right 
eye of the Ball, and is a star of the 1st magnitude, 
whose latitude is &^ ^ 4ff' south, and longitude 
00 32' 9" of Oemnu ' The Arabians call it Ain-al- 
tor, **the b«irs eye;* but AhDehiron signifies " he 
went before, or led the way,** points to a period in 
the history of astronomy, when this star was fiie 
foremost, or most illustriotis among the celestial host, 
Tanms being then the first of the signs. The Hyades, 
it is also said, were antiently csdled Debarofli. of 
Which the brilliant was named Al-Debaran ; bnt oA 
or el was the name of Sol, and Deborah or Debarofi 
has been translated order, march, series; the march 
et the celestisd hosts would then be typified by the 
asterism Jldebaran.' Tbe declination of Aldeba- 
ran, in 1820, was 16^" 8' 24" N. and its right ascension 
66P 2af 52". It rises at London neariy on the N.E. 
by E. i E. point of the compass. Its meridian alti- 
tude' is 54^ 37' 24", and the time of its rising and cul- 
minating, or passing the meridian of that city, is given 
in the following table : — 

Culminating, \ Rising. CulminaHng 

h. m. \ h- m. h. m. 

9 37 ^t. I July . • - - 3 l&m^. 9 42 

7 25 - - ] August 15-- 734 

5 87 - - i September - 10 10 aft. 5 42 

3 4a . « tOctober - - 8 80^- 8M 

1 53 ^ . 2 November - iS dS - •> 1 68 

11 46ni«r. ; December - 4 30 - -* 11 65 

Aldeb^rw is one idf Ifaoae Mars which are ile^ 
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quently employed by sailors for detenmning the 
course and position of their vessel^ either by means 
of its altitude or its distance from llie Moon ; whence 
the longitude of the place of observation maybe 
found from the chronometer. 

The Pleiades are situated on tibe neck of the bull^ 
north-west of the Hy ades ; they consist of seven small 
bright stars^ the largest of which is of the 3d mag- 
nitude^ and is caUed Lucida Pleiadum. This group 
passes vertically over, the deserts of Arabia^ Bengal, 
the southern parts of China^ California, and the 
Straits of Florida. It was obviously one of those 
which attracted early notice, as the various allusions 
to it in the writings of antiquity sufficiently prove. 
Job mentions the Pleiades (ix, 9} in conjunction with 
Arcturus and Orion. 

(To be continned.] 

C|)e iltaturalt0f0 3tat^ 

jFor OCTOBER 1823. 

When I see leaves drop from their trees, in the beginoiag of 
Aotamne, jast .thus, thinke I, is the friendship of the world. Whiles 
the Bftp of maintenance lasts, my friends swarmc in abundance ; bat in 
the winter of my need^ they leave me naked. He is an happy man 
that hath a true friend at his need : but he is more tmly bappy that 
hatb no need of his friend. — Warwick* b Spare MintUes. 

To a contemplative mind few pleasures afford more 
gratification than an autumnal morning's ramble: 
each season furnishes its own enjojrments and has its 
separate votaries ; but there are accompaniments to 
that of autumn, independent of the pccuUar ten\pera- 
ment of the air^ which are singularly impressive ; it 
i3> however, the woodlands now that exhibit the most 
strongly marked character; many of the mossy tribe, 
sd this season, are in full verdure, and the root of an 
old tree becomes a landscape with its mountains and 
forests ; for, as an old poet says, 

oft the «iiM7l/oa0er Ittyetii 
It8/<firy^«ni beside the ^t«i^-^ee« 
C C 
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Tbe Ijfcben iskadfranoing in nH. its vanoas fbmKr ; the 
Jiutgiy in ttus^and ibe succeeding^ montii, are found: in 
all thair sfltmDAcmty bbbA^ wifll^ a Tariety^ and eleg^ce 
o£a|ppeaiance of wfaiok'an obaenrer onljcan befuHy 
sensible : wliat can be morebeoutifiiltiian to see titese 
bigUy decorated ckjIAren of Flora in all tbeir yonih- 
fiiL rodness^and i^Ien^burt Tbet verdigris agaric 
{off^ isrugkmstt») jus^rkten from its- humid, mossy^bed* 
smaing w^ tite> im^rmng dew, its veil fbstooned 
around it, besprinkled with gems of moxsture, glit- 
tering like a civelet of emer^dts and topazes, must 
baa the adn»ati(H» of all- whO' view ftl The sqmrrdy 
gamboUiag round the root of aaantientoak, whose 
base perhaps is overgrown with tfie dbw-beny bush 
{nUmsx4Bsim)i its fruit mature, covered with unsullied 
bloom ; the spider watching immoveable in the centre 
of his toils; the nut-haich cleaving his prize in the 
hollow of some dry bough; fhe Loud laug^ of the 
green moodpecker, fdli of hilarity-,, the scream of the 
jay, are all symbols of this season, and are dis- 
tinctly marked in the silence and loneliness of the 
scene, forming a* series of accompaniments which, 
make a sensiblb and perhaps more permanent im- 
pression on the memory, than tfaa verdant promises 
of Spring or the profusion of Summer: the young 
mind which can feel and understand these delights 
of the canity, toU say, mth ttve poet; 

Ob, ]«t me^stHlimth simple Nature Hire, 
My wil4.fieldrflowefft*on tier, altar lajy 

Ef^oy the blessings that she meapt^ to gEKc# . 
And calmljr P^bs an inoffensive day. 

In tlHS months soins summer birds of passage, 
of which the swaJJhw is flie fitst, ta&e their de- 
parture. foi}< warmer r^ons, veturaing^ to us in ttie 
spring. Maay of the ^oiall^biUed birds that feed on 
in^^ts disappear when' the cold weather eommences. 
The throstle, the red-wing^ and the J{eZ<{^re, which 
migrated in Manoh, naw rotmmj; and the ring-ouzel 
arrives from the Wel*^ and Scottishv^ Alps to winter 
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in mose shelteied iitnatUmg, About fbe middle of 
the monfb, the cbnunon maitia 4isapi>ears:; -aod^ 
shortly afterwarda>'tlie smallest kind of >swaIlow^ the 
sand-martin, find the stone-onrlew, migrate. ^J3ie 
IS^oyston orliooded'crow.(connc$ comia) arrives from 
Scotland and file northern parts of ^glamd, being 
driven thenoe by the severity of the ^season. The 
woodcock teturns, and is found on onr eastern ooasts. 

Migrating l>irds may ^ divided into two classes, 
from file different seasons of the year in which they 
arrive or depart. To the £rst class will belong those 
l>irds whlcli arrive in fins country in the sjmng, and 
depart from 'it in autumn, and are termed ^mmer 
IBirds of Tctssage. The second will include those 
which arrive in autumn^ and depart iu spring, and 
are called Wmter Birds qf Passage, 

The'SunMBRfiinDS op Passag-b are not confined 
to any particular order or tribe ; nor are ^hey dis- 
finguished by similarity of habits. Some ot than 
^belong: to the division of water fowls, as the t^ms 
land guUs^ while others a^feiand birds, as tibe swal- 
low and corn-crake. TSiey differ also remarkably 
with regard to their food. Thus, the hobby is cai^^ 
vorons^ the guUs 4md terns, piscivorous; the swal« 
low, insectivorous; iand the turtle doveioidfiie^^ail, 
gramvorona. They, however, pceseat one i^int 'of 
resemblance. All of them, during fiieir nestdoBce in 
this country, perform the in^^Mrtant offices of pairing, 
incubafion^ and rearing their yomig ; and/faeosoe may, 
with .propriety, be termed tba natives of the «Ottn<ay. 
*W^ hail their arrival as the harbingers of spring, 
and feel (be blank whi^h they leave on their depart- 
ure, although it is, in some measure^ suf^lied by 
another colony (^ the featheved race,, who coikie to 
si>end wlfii us the dreary months of ^iriater. 

'The swallow^ about whose migrations bo fiumy 
Idle stories liave been propagated and bdieved, de- 
;parts from Scofiand about ^ end of September, 
and from ISngland about the middle of October. In 
1&e latter miocdh M>. Adansoa observed tibemon the 
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shores of Africa after their migrations from Europe. 
He informs us, however, that they do not build iheir 
nests in that country, but only come to spend the 
winter. M. Prelong has not only confirmed the ob- 
servations of Adanson in reference to swallows, but 
has stated, at the same time, that the yellow and 
grey wagtails visit Senegal at the beginning of 
winter. The former (motacillaflava) is well known 
as one of our summer visitants. The nightingale 
departs from England about the beginning of Octo- 
ber, and from the other parts of Europe about the 
same period. During the winter season it is found 
in abundance in Lower Egypt, among the thickest 
coverts, in different parts of Uie Delta. These birds 
do not breed in that country, and to the inhabitants 
are merely winter birds of passage. They arrive in 
autumn and depart in spring, and at the time of mi- 
gration are plentiful in the islands of the Archipe- 
lago. The qaail is another of our summer guests, 
which has been traced to Africa. A few, indeed, 
brave the winters of England, and in Portugal they 
appear to be stationary* But, in general, they leave 
this country in autumn, and return in spring. They 
migrate about the same time from the eastern parts 
of the Continent of Europe, and visit and revisit, in 
tiieir migrations, the shores of the Mediterranean, 
Sicily, and the islands of the Archipelago. 

While these birds perform those extensive migra- 
tions which we have here mentioned, others are con- 
tented with shorter journeys. Thus, the razor-billed 
auk (oka tordaj, and the puffin (alca arcticaj, fre- 
quent the coast of Andalusia during the winter sea- 
son, and return to us in the spring. : 
V These facts, and many others of a similar nature, 
which might have been stated, enable us to draw the 
conclusion, th^tt our. summer birds of passage come 
to us from southern couiatries, and, after remaining 
.during ihe warm season, return again to milder re- 
gions. A few of our summer visitants may winter 
in Spain or Portugal; but it appears that, in general^ 
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they ttiigMte te Africa, that unexplored cotmtiy pos- 
s6S9i»g 4f^Pf 'vaifety of swfkce, and consequently 
g^eat Hiwtdty of cMmate. It is tme that we are 
uiacqBamted with the winfer retreats of many of our 
sofi^nar birds of passag^e, particularly of small birds ; 
but as Oese atriYo imd ^tepart. under similar circum- 
stances with tiHNse witose migrations are ascertained, 
mnA m the operations which Gaiey perform during 
fteir Yesid^ioe with us are also similar, we have a 
light to i^euclude that they are subject to the same 
laws, ^and elLecf&te ttte same movements. What 
gives weight to this opinion, is the absence of all 
proof of a summet bird of passage retiring to the 
fiortfa dttrii^ flie winter season. 

To a Bird ^Passags. 

Away ! away / thou Sammer Bird, 
Fbr AntQUixi'fl moaning vcnce is heard, 
In cadence trild ^ad deepening sw^I, 
Of winter*! il(ern«pfironch to tell. 

AwtyJ Ibryvpdtirs, dntop and low. 
Are wreatl^d around the mountain's brow ; 
And temp0st-cloads their mantles fold 
Aroond the forests rnsset gold. 

Away! away I o*er earth and sea, 
This iand is now noliomie for thee I 
^Mse ! and strettih thf tfoaring wing, 
'And seek <to gw here Ihe smites of Spring ! 

tlienauideter niw, with pinions spread, 
AMhr to brighter elimcB haes fled, 
l^or castiB one backward look, nor grieves 
l^or those sere groves whose shade he leaves* 

Why should he grieve? the beam he loves 
^ines o%r him stiA where'er he roves, 
And tSi these early^i^nds are near 
Who made his 8«(miet4iome so dear. 

OkZ de^titiet that Uie tie of tHrth 
Endears us io thb^pot of earth; 
For wheresoe*er our steps may ream. 
If friends are near, that place is home ! 

Ko matter where our fate may guide as, 
tflhose we loVe ai% still "beside as I 

tJtewry Oassttte. 

ci^S 
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The Winter Birds of Passage havemore points 
of resemblance among fliemselves than those of the 
former division. They chiefly belong to the tribe of 
water-fowls. None of them are insectivorous, and very 
few are granivorous. They principally frequent the 
creeks and sheltered bays of the sea, and the inland 
lakes, or they obtain their food in marshy grounds, 
or at the margins of springs. When the rigours of 
the season are over, and when other birds which are 
stationary are preparing for incubation, these take 
their departure, to be agaia succeeded by our summer 
visitants. 

The snow-bunting (emberiza nivalis), which is 
among the smallest of our winter guests, retires to 
the hoary mountains of Spitzbergen, Greenland, and 
Lapland, and there executes the purposes of incu- 
bation, making its nest in the fissures of the rocks. 
In these countries it is, therefore, a summer visitant, 
as it retires southward in autumn, to spend the winter 
in more temperate regions. To the sea-coasts of 
the same countries, the little auk (alca allej, and the 
black-billed auk ^alca pica), re^^iv for similar pur- 
poses as the snow-flake. The woodcock wmters 
with us, but retires in the spring to Sweden, Norway, 
and Lapland. The fieldfare and the redwing resem- 
ble the woodcock in tiieir migrations, depart at the 
same season, and retire for similar purposes to the 
same countries. These instances may suffice to sup- 
port the conclusion, that all our winter birds of pas- 
sage come from northern countries, and that the 
winter visitants of the south of Europe become the 
summer visitants of its northern regions. This is 
evidently an arrangement depending on the same law 
by which the African winter visitants become the 
summer birds of passage in Europe. 

That these periodical movements take place, in 
order to guard against the vicissitudes of the sea- 
sons, must appear obvious to aU, from the consider- 
ation of the facts which have been stated. An early 
winter bitngs the migrating birds from the north to 
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this country before their usual time, and an early 
spring hastens the arrival of our summer visitanls. 
In the beginning of winter the snow-bunting is 
found only in the high grounds, and it descends to a 
lower level with the increasing severity of the season. 

Attempts have been made to preserve these birds 
during the summer season in this country, but, al* 
though liberally supplied with food, they have not 
survived. The experiment has succeeded, however, 
in America, with General Davies, who informs us, 
(Linn. Trans, vol. iv, p. 157) that the snow-bird of 
that country always expires in a few days after 
being caught (although it feeds perfectly well), if ex- 
posed to the heat of a room with a fire or stove ; but 
being nourished with snow, and kept in a cold room 
or passage, will live to the middle of summer : a 
temperature much lower than our summer heat 
proving destructive to these birds. The swallow, 
on the other hand, seems to delight in the tempe* 
rature of our summer, and, at that heat, to be able 
to perform the higher operations of nature. When 
attempted to be kept during our winter, besides a 
regular supply of food, care must be taken to pre- 
vent it from being benumbed with cold.' 

A flight of about 20 or 30 of the cross-bill (loxia 
curvirostra), in some places an unknown bird, and 
of r^re occurrence in all parts of England, made its 
appearance in the beginning of October 1821, in the 
orchards about Oldbury and Littleton on Sevens 
(Gloucestershire), committing great havock among; 
the apples. We have no certain evidence that the 
cross-bill breeds in England, but a few years past a 
pair of these birds were shot about two miles dis- 
tant from the same place on the 3d of August: the 
breast-bone and lower parts of the body of the 
female were divested of feathers, as is custom^y 
with brooding birds; from this circumstance, and 

I I I ■■! " ■ ' ■ ill ■ I II. I Ml I I I ■ I ■ ■ II II I I , . I ■■ 

* See Z>r. Fleming's very exceUent * Pbilosopby of Zoology,* 
lately pttblished, vol. iiy pp* 30, et seq. 
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ftom flieir %eing found ^th ns at tliis period of the 
fe9Lt, it is prebaMe timt there was a nest in Ae neigli- 
bomiiood. 

'' Small ^irds begin oow to congr^ate: the tjom- 
ffion linnet {fringiUa linaria) is the first to lead the 
<vray, and immediately after rearing its %rrooil it unites 
witiiits fellows and'forms large associations t Uiey 
»e very -cheerful, cleanly birds, and delight ift con- 
sorting npon the head of some smmy tree, where 
they will dress and adjust their plumes wifli the 
greatest care, chattering with esM:h otherln iSre seamy 
beam by Ae hour together, in a low kSnd tX sy»- 
pheny, in which all seem to unite: this, heaird «t «t 
liltte distance, forms a very pleasing concert, joyous 
and ini»ocent The prattle is not only observaMfe 
when in company with each other, but it is tiieiT<x>ft- 
stant custom thus to amuse themselves dutmg aiQr 
occasional bright, warm mtyrning through the auttonti 
or vvfnter season: in the pairing time they separate, 
and thtEin they utter only a few notes, a weak btit 
cheisrful haimouy. Tlie linnet is so ftmd of socSl*y, 
that, like a few other birds, several pairs of Hidai 
build fiieir nests, and rear their offspring, in tte n^gh*- 
bourhood of each i)ther^ and a fatourite Aeld of 
gOTse, in tSiis season, becomes animated with th^e 
harmless little creatures. 

* Vnifous kinds of waterfowl make their ftppcfar* 
aXkCe*; and, about the middle of the moiith, wild - 
gtese lieuve the fens, aud go to the rye lands, to ^te^ 
WW the young com. Rvoks sport and dive, fei a 
playful mauuer, before they go to root, congr^gatiftg 
in large numbers. The starling (sinmus tufyarts) 
a^. <SeeT.T. 1821, p. 255.) Hie awkwpuffitt 
^ms^ for Ae purpose of incubation, some « tte 
rocky isles of Britain, in amazing numbers. 

On tiie appearance of the gossamer in this mtMilh, 
see TkT. for 1620, pp. 261^264; and otk the fCtmim- 
muth, consult T. T. £821, p. 257. 

Tfa6 Miovrinigfiefwers are nowin bk>w: hdlly<*bdek, 
Michaelmas daisy^ stocks, &astti[ttiaii,marl^ola, tidg^ 
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ni<>nett6^ lavender^ wall-flower, china rose, Virginia 
stock, heart's ease, laurustinus, rocket, St. John's 
wort, periwinkle, china asters, chrysanthemams, and 
American groundsel ; the alkekengi now holds ilp its 
scarlet bladders encompassing a scarlet cherry fuU of 
seeds. But chiefly the dahlia, a flower now in gene- 
ral cultivation, exhibits its majestic and brilliant 
splendour of stars above its dark green stalks and 
leaves.— See T.T. 1821, pp. 268-260, for a descrip- 
tion of the two species of dahlia usually grown, with 
full directions for rearing them. 

Although this month is, in a great measure, devoid 
o( floral attractionsy yet fruits and seeds now claim 
our attention, and deserve our examination. What 
an amazing difference between an acorn and a stately 
oail:/ The seeds of plants may be compared to the 
chrysaies of butterfliesl The seed, like the chrysalis, 
contains, in miniature, all the parts of the future 
plant. These parts require only time, and other cir- 
cumstances necessary to vegetation, for their com- 
plete evolution. How different are the seed-leaves 
from those of the plume ! Beside the general changes 
arising from growth, plants undergo a number of me- 
tamorphoses from other causes. In northern cli- 
mates, if we except a few evergreens, trees, during 
winter, are entirely stripped of their leaves. Instead 
of the pleasant emotions excited by the variety of 
figures, movements, colours, and fragrance of the 
leaves, flowers, and fruit, during the spring and 
summer, nothing is exhibited in winter but the bare 
stems and branches. In this state, the trees of the 
forest have a lugubrious appearance. Very different 
are the emotions we feel in spring, when the btujb 
begin to burst, and the leaves to expand. When 
summer approaches, another beautiful change takes 
place. The flowers, with all their splendour of co- 
lours and sweetness of scents, are then highly de- 
lightful to our senses. After performing the office 
of cherishing and protecting the tender fruit for some 
time, the flowers drop off, and a new change is ex*. 
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UbiM. When ike flowers fall, the jwmg^fimU «^ 
f esr, and gfaduaUy grow to mtttmity, peipetmfiy 
preseatiiigYflffictiesiik their magnitnde^'Coloiirj^odoBr, 
and J a^ n cwr, When the fruit and seed are MIy ripe, 
Okey are gathered for the use of man^ drop down 
iq;>on tibte >eajth, or are devoured by birds and other 
aidmals. After Ihis change happens, to which all 
Ike others were only preparatory , tiie leaves begHi to 
shed, winter conunences, and &e same series of 
metamorphoses goes <hi doling the existraoe of the 
plant. The changes jnst now mentioned are annnal, 
and aie ultimately intended to supply men and other 
animate with food. Bat plants are subjected to 
changes of form from causes of a more accidental 
natave. Varieties or cb^nges in the figure of plants 
we often produced by soil, by situation, by culture, 
and by climate. 

Hips and hatos now ornament'the hedges* The 
^bmries «f the bryony and the priTot ; the 4)arbefTy, 
Ha^ blaokbory, the holly, and the elder--trom -which 
iu wtmAe At famous winter wine of Old Snglaiid's 
fieaMMEliy— with sloes, bullaces, and damsons, are 
now in great plenty. 

The :dtA^Aarvest ef app1e$ takes {dace about €he 
iond df idctob^ ; very little cider proves good mdess 
it be made at this time, or im November and Decern^ 
ber: tider is sonetinieB made as late as Clmstaas. 
The ^apples which ripen early, rarely if ever make 
good a[?ider. The icounties of Herefordshire, Wor* 
oe6tendiiiie,SomersietBhire, and Devonshire, areoele- 
bratdd ^ Ibe manufacturers of cider and perry. 
Jiereibtidi^re is particularly famous as a ciA^ 
comtiy . it iis a mistake to suppose fiiat Ae ^Men 
pippin and some ottier variet^s of the apple are €^x- 
tmot. They are still to be obtained in some £i^tricts 
of BHgland. 

The vintage, or harvest of grapes, as knpoi^aait to 
temeigmiiHi a& UieciNnie harvest is to us, takes place in 
October; and the vineyards of France, Germany, 
SwisseiiMiid, Italy, tec, 8ic. now resotmd with €ie 
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cheerful songs of the: peasantry, at the eonclnsion of 
their labours. The following lines from ' Italy, a 
Poem/ contain a brief, but pretty sketch of the 
' Vintage at Como:* 

Along the shores, among tlie bills 'tis now 

The hey-day of the Vinlage ; all abroad. 

Bat most the young and of the gentler sex,. 

Busy in gathering ; all among the raes. 

Some on the ladder, and some nnderneatb^ 

Filling their baskets of green wicker-work. 

While many a canaonet and J&oUo langh 

Come throngb the leaves ; the mes m light ftstvons 

From tree to tree, the trees in avenues, 

And every avenue a covered walk 

Hung with black clusters. Tis enough to make 

The sad man merry, the benevolent one 

Melt into teai»-«6o gcnend is the joy ! 

While up and. down the cUfis, over the hdce^ 

Wains oxen-drawn,, and {Huaniered mules are- sera^ 

Laden with grapes, and dropping rosy wine. 

October is tbe principaL month fov browing beer, 
whence the name applied to very strong, beeir of Old 
October. In this month also is the great potatoe 
harvest. The com harvest, being over, the stone- 
pickers go out again. 

The sowing of wheat is generally completed in 
this month : when the weaker is too wet for this 
occupation, the fftnaer ploughs up the stubble fields 
for winter fallows. Acorns ave* sown* at &is season, 
and the planting of forest and fruit trees takes 
place. 

The interesting scenery of tfaifrmonth> as displayed 
in the various colours assumed by tile fading leaves 
of trees and shrubs, as well as the gpnend character 
of autumn, are admiraUy described: hj an anony- 
mous poet. 

Stanzas written in a Park in Surrbt, October 1 820. 

The earlier frosts had long begun 

Their work on ev'ry tenderer tree. 
And nearly banished, dne by one. 

Blithe aammer's tints of greenery ; . ^ 

For every bongh's extremity 
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Tanwd slowly to an alien bae ; 
The whet faded to a yellow. 
The limes became all sickly sallow, 

And tawney-red the hawihoms grew. 

• The beeches* gl^ss fled fast away, 

And left them brown as iron ore ; 
And e*en the old oafe's outer spray 

Marks of this nightly searing bore; 

And yester e? e, the frequent shower 
Sbronded the moon in watery gloom. 

And drenched the branches drooping low ; 

And now, a more relentless foe ! 
Hoarse wuid of Autum n , thoa art come ! 

By the loud nproar of the din, 
Ponred thro' yon swaying avanne ; 

Whose archmg elms, to one within, 
Appear some hnge cathedral view ; 
And by those flickering leaves that strew 

The late ancumbered tracks of deer— 
And by that tossmg ptne, which iast 
Stoops like some drifting shallop's mast, 

Hoarse wind of Autumn, thoa art here ! 

See how the deer are crowding roimd 
Yon gronp of patriarchal oaks, 

Who^e wide^ztended limbs rebound 
Against the blast's assiduous strokes : 
The dappled herd, with anxious looks, 

And heads all earthward bending, moVe, 
To pry where auburn acorns rest 

New shaken from their oops above, — 
And glean a rich autumnal feast. 

Aye, wind qf Auhamf wild and rude 
Tb<>n com'st to rend, with ruthless hand, 

The sickening ibliage of the wood ; 
For all that Spring, with nurture bland, 
Of mild and tepid breezes fanned. 

And fed with balmy dew and shower. 
And all that Summer's sunny sky 
Disclosed in rich maturity, 

Must sink before thy wasting power. 

Thy hands are busy, noisy blast. 
In stripping each discoloured tree 

Of shoals of leaves which flutter past^- 
Their raifi this, but sport to thee. 
And though th^ violence we see, 
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' Now tesring down a load, and now, 
Bot what would fill an infant's hand ; 
Yet ere thou goest, each tree shall stand 

With trnnk unveiled, and leafless bough. 

Yet no— the oak and heech shall still 
Hold to the south some garland sere, 

Nor lose these hard-kept honours till 
The ¥rinter-wind,thy wild compeer, 
Roar still more loudly in the ear. 

And see, the holly stands secure. 
It scorns you both, defies your bluster. 
Nor loses leaf, nor coral cluster. 

Unless for Christmas garniture. 

Like leaves from some deciduous tree, 
Since youtliful fiincies fall away. 

Oh, may 1 like yon holly be. 
And gain those stabler tastes, which stay. 
Nor, as life*s seasons change, decay ! 

May 1 accomplishments possess, 
To make me — like the holly bow'r— 

Retain a cheering leafiness. 
Yea, even in age'a wintry hour. 



In NOVEMBER 1833, 
1. — ALL SAINTS. 

IN the early ages of Cbristiaiiity the word saint 
was applied to all believers^ as is evident in the use 
of it by Saint Paul and Saint Luke ; but the term 
was afterwards restricted to such as excelled in 
Christian virtues. — For some rural customs on this 
day, see T.T. for 1814, pp. 278-9. See also our 
last volume, p. 90. 

ffallowe^en is the eve of this day> on which many 
Dd 
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saperstitious ceremonies ate still obserred in distant 
parts ofthe United Kingdom. The provincial pro- 
verb of* To speak puling, like a beggar at Hallow- 
mas/ is fhns explained : About the feast of AU 
Saints, the poor people in Staffordshire, and pro- 
bably in Warwickshire, go from parish to parish a 
sauling, as they call it; i. e. begging tod puling (or 
singing small) for soul-cakes, or any good thing to 
make them merry. 

2. — ALL SOULS. 

In Catholic countries, on the eve and day of All 
Souls, the churehes are hung with black; the tombs 
are opened ; a coffin covered with blacky, and sur- 
rounded witti wax lights, is placed in the nave of the 
church ; a^d in <me comer, figures in wood, repre- 
senting the souls of the deceased, are halfivay plung- 
ed into the flames. 

5. — KINO WILLIAM LANDED. 

The glorious revolution of 1688 is commemorated 
on this day, when the throne of England became 
vested in the illustrious House of Orange. Although 
King William landed on the 5th of November, as is 
specified in the prayers of the Church for that day, 
the almanacks still continue the mistake of markii^^ 
. it as tike fourth. 

6.— POWDER PLOT. 

This day is kept to commemo)rate the diabolical 
attempt of the Papists to blow tip the Parliament 
House. The best account of this nefarious transac- 
tion is detailed in Hume's History of England, vol. 
vi, pp. 83-88 (8vo edition, 1802).— See also T.T. for 
1814, p. 280. 

6. — ^SAINT LEONARD. 

Leonard, or Lienard, was a French nobleman of 
great reputation in the court of Clovis I ; he was in- 
structed in divinity by Remigius, Bishoij of Bheims, 
and afterwards made Bishop of Limosin. Several 
miractdous stories are told of him by the monks^ not 
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worth relating. He died about the year 559, and has 
alwayi) been implored by prisoners as their gaardian 
saint. 

9. — JLORD mayor's day. 

The word mayor y if we adopt the etymology of 
Verstegan^ comes from the antient English maier, 
able or potent, oif the verb may ot tan. King Bich- 
ard I, A.D. 1189, first changed the bailiffs of London 
into Mayors ; by whose example others were after- 
wards appointed.— See T.T. for 1818, p. 278, and 
for 1821, p. 269, for some pleasing lines on this day. 
A minute description of the Lord Mayor's Show, as 
it was managed in the year 1575, will be found in 
T.T. for 1880, p. 274. 

11.— SAINT MARTIN. 

He was a native of Hungary, aad for some time 
followed the life of a soldier ; but afterwards took 
orders, and was made Bishop of Tours in France, in 
which see he continued for twenty-six years. Martin 
died about the year 897, much lamented, and highly 
esteemed for his virtues.-— For some lines on this 
day, see T.T. for 1821, p. 271. 

m some parts of England, the fine, open weather 
which is occasmtally experienced at the commence* 
ment of this month, — the last, lingering look of Au- 
tumn, — ^is termed St. MartitCs Utile Summer. 

*12. 1881. — ORDER OF FOOLS INSTITUTED. 

On St. Cunibert^s day, Adolphus, Count of Cleves, 
in conjunction with the Count de Meurs and thirty- 
five noblemen of Cleves, instituted this order under 
the appellation of ^ d^ Order van' t Geeien GesellscbapJ 
The original patent of creation was formerly pre- 
served in the archives of Cleves, which, however, 
were. totally destroyed hj the French revolutionists 
upon their nrst irruption mto Grermany ; and the only 
genuine copy of it which now exists, and of which, 
for the information of the curious, we have subjoined 
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a translation, is to be found in Von Buggenhagen's 
Account of the Roman and National Antiquities^ &c. 
discovered at Cleves. To this document are aflfixed 
thirty-six seals, all imprinted on green wax, with the 
exception of that of the founder, which is on red wax 
and in the centre of the rest, having on its right the 
seal of the Count de Meurs, and on its left that of 
Deidrich van Eyl. The insigninm borne by the 
knights of this order on the left side of their mantles 
consisted of a, fool, embroidered in a red and silver 
vest, with a cap on his head, intersected harlequin* 
wise with red and yellow divisions and gold bells 
attached, with yellow stockings and black shoes: in 
his right hand was a cup filled with fruits, and in his 
left a gold key, symbolic of the affection subsisting 
between the different members. 

It is uncertain when this order ceased, although it 
appears to have been in existence at the commence- 
ment of the sixteenth century, when, however, its 
pristine spirit had become totally extinct. The latest 
mention ttiat has hitherto been foimd of it occurs in 
some verses prefixed by Onofrius Brand to the Ger- 
man translation of Ins father Sebastian Brand's cele- 
brated ' Navis StuUifera Mortalium,* by the learned 
Dr. Geiler von Kaisersberg, which was published at 
Strasburg in the year 1520. 

Two-fold was the purpose of the noble founders 
of this order; to relieve the wants and alleviate the 
miseries of their suffering fellow-creatures, and to 
banish ennui during the numerous festivals observed 
in those ages, when the unceasing routine of disports 
and recreations, which modem refinement has in- 
vented in the present, were imknown. During the 
period of its meeting, which took place annually and 
lasted seven days, cJl distinctions of rank were laid 
aside, and the most cordial equality reigned through- 
out. Each had his particular part allotted to him 
on those occasions, and those who supported their 
characters in the ablest manner contributed most to 
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tbe conviTlality and gaiety of tibe meetiog. Indeed, 
we cannot but be strongly prepossessed in its favour, 
when we recur to the excellent regulations which ac- 
companied its institution, and were admirably cal- 
culated to preserve it, at least for a great length of 
time, from degenerating into absurdity atid extrava- 
gance. 

We must not confound this laudable establish- 
ment with the vulgar and absurd practices which, 
till of late years, existed in many places under the 
names of Fetists of Fools and of the Ass ', &c. 
These were only national festivals, intended for the 
occasional diversion, or, as in those days they were 
termed, rites to promote the pious edification of the 
lower classes, which, * not unfrequently introduced 
by a superstition of the lowest and most illiberal 
species,' soon became oljects of depravity and un- 
bridled licentiousness. OC a totally different nature 
also^ and analogous only in quaintness of appdia-. 
tion, were the societies established by men of letters 
in various parts of Italy, such as the society of the 
* Insens&te' at Perugia, of the * StravaganW at Pisa, 
and the ' Eter6clytV at Pesaro. Nor can we allow 
ourselves to pass over in silence, on the present oc- 
casion, the Order or Society of Fools, otherwise 
denominated ' Respublica Babinepsis,' which was 
founded towards the middle of the fourteenth century 
by some Polish noblemen, and took its name from 
the estate of one Psomka, the principal instigator, 
near Leublin. Its form was modelled after that of 
the constitution of Poland ; like this, too, it had its 
king^ its council, its chamberlain, its master of the 
hunt, and various other offices. Whoever made 
himself ridiculous by any singular and foolish pro- 
pensity, on him was conferred an appointment be- 
fitting it. Thus, he who carried his partiality to the 

■ Tor an account of the Feaat <if the Am. see Time's Telescopeibr 
I8S3, n>* 896, 297. 

Dd2 
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canine species to a ridiculous eaUareme, wM cfeaied 
master of the hunt; whilst another, who coiuitandy 
boasted of his valorous achievements, was raised %o 
the dignity of field marshal. No one dared to refiise 
the acceptance of such a vocation, unless he wished 
to become a still greater object of ridicule and 
animadversion than before. This order soon expe- 
rienced so rapid an increase of numbers,^ that there 
were few at court who were not members of it. At 
the same time it was expressly forbidden that any 
lampooner should be introduced among them. The 
avowed object of this institution^ was to prevent the 
rising generation from the adoption of bad habits 
and licentious manners; and ridiculous as was itd 
outward form, is not its design, at least, entitled to 
our esteem and veneration ? 

Paient qf Creation of the Order of Fools. 

* We all, who have hereanto a^xed oar seals^ make known unto aU 
men, and declare, that after fall and mature consideration, both on oar 
own behalf and on account of the singular good-will and friendship 
which we all bear, and will continue to bear towards one another,' we 
have instituted a society of Fools, according to the form and maimer 
hereunto subjoined : — 

' Be it therefore known, that each member shall wear a fool, either 
made of silver, or embroidered, on his coat. And such member as 
shall not daily wear this fool, him shall and may any one of ns, as 
ofleu as he shall see it, punish with a mulct of three old great toumois 
(livres toumois, about four-pence halfpenny), which three tonmois shall 
be appropriated to the relief of the poor in the Lord ! 

* Fartiier, will we Fools yearly meet, and hold a conventicle and 
court, and assemble oarselves, to wit at Cleves, every year on the 
Sunday stfier Michaelmas-day ; and no one of us shall depart out of 
the city, nor mount his horse to quit the place where we may be met 
together, without previous notice, and his having defrayed that part of 
the expences of the court which he is bound to bear. And none of us 
shall remain away on any pretence or for any otlier reason whatsoever 
than this, namely, that he is labouring under very great in6rnrity; ex«- 
cepting moreover those only who may be in a foreign oenntry) fmd at 
six days' journey from their customary place of resid^ee. If it should 
happen that any one of the society is at enmity with anotlier, then 
must the whole society use their utmost endeavours to adjust Ihetr 
differences and reconcile them; and such members and all their abettors 
shall be excluded from appearing at the coiirt on the Friday Bionring 
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when it conmtencet ita sittiig at MUi-risey notil it Iwetks iq[> on the 
same Frkb^ «t son-set. 

^ And we will further at the royi^l conrt yearly elect one of the 
members to be king of onr society, and six to be counsellors; which 
king with bis six conpsellon shaH regnlate and settle all the concerns 
of the society, and in particiitar appoint and affix the conrt of the 
ensmiigyear; they shall also procarcy and cause to be procured, all 
things ^lecessary for the said court, of which they shall keep an exact 
account These expences shall be alike both to knights and squires, 
and a third part more shall fall npon the lords than upon the knights 
and sqinres ; bnt the counts shall be subject to a third part more than 
theloids. 

* And early on the Tuesday monung (during the period of the court's 
sitting) all of us members shall go to tiie church of the Holy Virgin at 
Cleves, to pray for the repose of all those of the society who may have 
died ; and there shall each bring bis separate oflering. 

* And each of us has rautnally pledged his good ^tb, and solemnly 
engaged to fulfil feithfuUy, nndeviatingly, and inviolably, all thmgs 
which are above enumerated, &c. 

< Done at Cleves, 1381, on the day of St. Cnnibert.' 

13. — SAINT BRiTtUS. 

Britias, or Brice, succeeded St. Martin in the bi- 
shopric of Tours in the year 399. He died in 444. 

17. — SAINT HUGH. 

Ofir saint was a native of Burgundy, or Gratiano- 
poUs, and made Bishop of liincoln by Henry II. 
In this see he obtained great fame, not only for hia 
extraordinary austerity of life and excellent eco- 
nomy^ but for his rebuilding the cathedral from the 
foundation. Hugh died on this day^ in the year 1200^ 
of an ague. In I23O9 he was canonieed at Rome, 
and his remains were taken up October 7, 1382, axitd 
deposit^4 ^^^ silver serine. 

♦17. 1821.— RBAR ADM. BURNEY, P.R.S. DIED, 

^T. 73, 
Eldest son of the learned and elegant liistorian of 
Music, and brother to two very distinguished perspirs 
of the present age, Madame D'Arblay, tiie jtrstly 
celebrated novelist ; and the late Dr .Charles Burney, a 
member of that triumvirate of profound scholars which 
has adorned omr own immediate times. Admiral 
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Bnmey accompanied Capt. Cook in the two last of 
his enterprising voyages. He was one of tbe most 
scientific and best geographers that this country has 
produced; of which his laborions„ accurate^ and 
▼oluminons ^ History of Voyages of Discoyiery/ * Ac- 
count of the Eastern Navigations of theRussians/ 
and other works^ afford ample proof. The fol- 
lowing honourable testimony to the character of 
Admiral (then CaptJ Bumey, is from the pen of Dr. 
Johnson, who, upon his appointment to the com- 
mand of the Bristol, in the year 1781, thus writes to 
Mrs. Thrale : — ' I am willing, however, to hear that 
there is happiness in the world, and delight to think 
on ihe pleasure diffused among ^e Bumeys. I 
question if any ship upon the ocean goes out at- 
tended with more good wishes than that which 
carries the fate of Bumey. I love all of that breed 
whom I can be said to know, and one or two whom 
I hardly know I love upon credit, and love them 
because they love each other.' 

20. — EDMUND, KIN& AND MARTYR. 

Edmund, King of the East-Angles, having been 
attacked by the Danes in 870, and unable to resist 
them, heroically offend to surrend^ himself a pri- 
soner, provided they would spare his subjects. The 
Danes, however, having seized him, used their ut- 
most endeavours f6 induce Edmund to renounce his 
religion ; but, i^eflising to comply^ "they first beat him 
with cluhs^en scourged him with whips, and after- 
wards, binding him to a stake, killed him with (heir 
arrows. 

22.— SAINT CECILIA. 

Cecilia was ajloii^aa lady, who, refuaiag fo re- 
iQ^unce her religion, was thrown into a furnace of 
boiling water, and scalded to deatlu Others say 
tliat she was stifled in a. bath, a>pcmishment frequent- 
hr inflicted, at Hmt timei on female criimnals^nmk. 
She suffered m9xtfr^(mA\>QUt the year 2^ Cecflia 
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is regarded as fhe patroness of music^ and is repre- 
sented by Raffaelle with a regal in her hand. 

To Music. 

Music, high maid, at first, essaying drew 
Rode sketches for the ear, till, with skilled hand, 
She traced the flowiog oatline, simply grand, 

la varied groups to grace and nature trne ; 

And this was Melody, -^Her knowledge grew, 
Andy more to finish, as her powers expand, 
Those beaateotts dranghts, a noble scheme she planned; 

And o'er the whole a glow of colouring threw, 

Evening's rich painting on a pencilled sky. 

Tints that with sweet accord bewitch the sense, 
Twas Harmtmy : the common crowd, that press 
Around, prefer the charms these hoes dispense, 

As they, chance-mingled, on the palate lie. 
To her white forms of undecked loveliness. 

Sixty fiee SonneUf ifc, 

23. — SAINT CLEMENT. 

Clement I was bom at Rome^ and was one of the 
first bishops of that place : this see he held about 
sixteen years ; from the year 64 or 65 to 81. He 
was remarkable for having written two Epistles, so 
excellent, and so highly esteemed, by the primitive 
Christians, that the first was for some time consider* 
ed canonical. Clement was sentenced to work in 
llie quarries, and afterwards, having an anchor fast- 
ened about bis neck, was drowned in the sea* 

^.— O. MART. 

Old Martinmas-day, an antient quarter-day. 

*24. 1820. — THOMAS BROWN, M.D. DIED, 

Professor of Moral Philosophy at Edinburgh. He 
was a celebrated metaphysician, and hardly less dis- 
tinguished poet; author of the 'Paradise of Co- 
quettes/ a production of particular fancy, elegance, 
and taste ; and of some other poems ; the Bower of 
Spring, Agnes, &c. He published likewise 'Ob* 
servations on Darwin's Zoonomia,' 8vo. 

25.— SAINT CATHERINE. 

Oar saint was bom at Alexandria, and received a 
liberal education. About the year 305, she was con- 
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verted to Cbristiaiiity, which Ae afietwaidfl pro- 
fessed with the utmost inti^pidity, openly reproving 
the pagans for offering sacrifices to their idols, and 
upbraiding the Emperor Maxentius, to his face, with 
the most flagrant acts of tyranny and oppression. 

30. — ADVENT SUNDAY. 

This and the three subsequent Sundays which 
precede the grand festival of Christmas take their 
name from the Latin advenire, to come into ; or from 
the word (idvenius, an approach. 

30. — SAINT ANDREW. 

Andrew was the son of James, a fisherman at 
Bethsaida, and younger brother of Peter. He was 
condemned to be crucified on a cross of the form of 
an X ; and, that his death might be more lingering, 
he was fastened with cords. The Order of the Thistle 
is described in T. T. for 181^ p. 288.— See also T. T. 
tot 1620, p. 280, for some poetry on Ihe subject. 

^ttonomtcal ^ttimtmt& 

In NOVEMBER 1833. 

Solar Phenomena. « 
The Sun enters Sagittarius at 45 m. after 1 in 
the morning of ihe 23d of this month ; and he rises 
and sets during the same period, as in the following 

table 
Of the Siin'« Rising ahd Setting for every fifth Day. 

September Ist, Sun rises 12 m. after 7. Sets 48m. past 4 

6th, 20 7 40 .,..rt... 4 

llth, 29 7 ..^... 31 ....••..i 4 

l6tby .••.••....•• 37 M.M.«..» 7 .M..M 33 •••••••.• 4 

21st, 44 7 ....... 16 .......^ 4 

26th, 51 7 9 ..«....•. 4 

Equation of Time. 
The apparent is still before real time, or, in com- 
mon language, the Sun is before the clocks; and 
consequently ihe equation must be subtracted from 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IN HOYMHVBtL 1828. 828 

the time given by the dial« to obtain the trae time. 
This equation reaches its annnal maximum on the 
3d of this months when it is 16 m. 15*9 s. 

TABLE 

Of the Equation of Time for every fifth Day. 

Saturday Nor. Ist, from the time by the dial mihtract 16 14 

Thursday • • 6thy •••.••.••••••••••••••.. m.«.« 16 12 

luesuay • • iiiu^ .••.«•••«•..•••.•.••.•••••...•.••••.•.•••• aO ou 

Sunday . . ISth, ••••••.m .•••.••••• •..••.••••• 15 7 

Friday, . . 2l8t, 14 3 

Wednesday . 9Gth, «...•.... •••« 12 38 

Lunar Phenombna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

' New Moon . 2d day, at '40 m. after 9 in the evening 

First Quarter 10th 52 ......... 10 at night 

Full Moon • 18th .••..••• 21 •.;••.... 10 in the morning 
Last auarter 25th ,......; 83 ^•..•^. 3 

MootCs Passage over the Meridian. 
Such as wish to observe the Moonts transits for 
this month will find the following times convenient 
for that purpose, viz. 

November 8th, at 39 m. after 4 in the afternoon 

9thy «.. 25 ......... 6 • 

10th, ... 8 6 

llth, ... 51 ••••.•••• 6 

12th, ... 33 ......... 7 in the evening 

ItStn, ... lo .....•..•' o .*•••*•••«•... ..ii.« 

14tn, .«. 5o •••.*•.•• o ••••.••••••..■••«.. 

15th, ... 45 ......... 9 

16th, ... 35 10 

S4th, ... 27 5 in the morning 

tiotXkf ... lo ....*•... o ...•........».••... 

.«otn, ... 4 •••#•••.• ■ .*«•.•••......■•••• 

27th, ... 50 7 

28th, ... 36 8 .... 

• 29th, ... 24 9 ..„. 

Phenombna Planbtarum. 
Phases of Venus^ 
This planet having experienced her total obscura- 
tion during the last month, is now increasing in 
brightness, but yet appears only as a small crescent, 
as shown by the following numbers : 

Kr^« 1-4. f Illuminated part = 1*59406 digits 
NOT. ist, ^ j^^ part........ =; 10-40594 
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Eclipses ofjupitef^s SatelKtes. 
There will be eleven eclipses of the 1st and 2d 
satellites visible this months and these will take 
place at the following times ; a short time befoie 
which the young astronomer should have his tele* 
scope fixed, aad be ready for the observation, lliey 
are given in mean time. 

Immersions. 

First Satellite^ 4th day, at 58 m. 208. after 1 in the morning 
^ 11th .... 51 

13th .... 20 
18th .... 46 . 
20th .... 13 , 
27th .... 7 . 
28th .... 35 . 
Second Satellite, Sd .... 54 . 
11th .... 80 . 
18th .... 7 . 
28th . . . • 3 . 



51 .... 3 
. 12 . . . 10 at night 
. 16 .... 5 in the morning 
. 38.. ... ... . 
9 .... 2 . . . . 

32 .... 8 at night 
8 ... 11 ... • 

45 .... 2 in the morning 

29 . . . . 5 . . . . 

19 .... 9 at night 

TABLE 

Of the Transits and Meridional Altitudes of the 
Planets. 
1st 7th 13th 19th 25th 





TRANSITS. 






h, m. 


A. m. . . 


h.m. 


h, m. 


h. m. 


Mercury 10 55 mor. 


10 52 


10 58 


11 6 


U 90 


Venus 10 5 mor. 


9 46 


9 31 


9 20 


9 11 


Mars 8 2 mor. . 


7 51 


7 39 


7 26 


7 13 


Jupiter 4 26 mor. 


4 2 


3 36 


3 10 


2 43 


Saturn 58 m^. 


32 


6 


U Z4nighi 11 7 


G.Sidus 4 17a/f. 


3 44 


327 


3 3 


2 39 




ALTITUmS. 






Mercury 32^7' 


30<^5' 


27025' 


23057' 


20O41' 


Venus 32 14 


33 8 


33 24 


33 5 


32 19 


Mars 49 48 


'48 58- 


47 48- 


46 39 • 


45 SO 


Jupiter 61 18 


61 19 


61 21 


61 23 


61 26 


Saturn 54 10 


54 2 


53 54 


53 48 


53 41 


G. Sidus 14 56 


14 57 


14 58 


14 59 


15 



' Other Phenom^ena. 

Venus will be stationary on the 1st of this month, 

and Mercury will attain his greatest elongation on 

the 4th. The Moon will be in conjunctipn with 

« in Scorpio at 34 m* after 1 in the morning of the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



IN KOTEMBB^E 182S« 325 



nth; with OeoTgimn Sidns at 32m. past 3 in the 
afternoon of flie 7ih ; and with Jupiter^ at 27 m. after 
aiidnight of the 21st. Saturn will be in opposition 
at half past one in the afternoon on the 13fli. Mer- 
«ary wiU be in conjanction with u in libra on the 
18th, when the planet will be 60i' north of the star. 
Mercnry will also be in conjunction with in Scorpio 
on the 30tb, the planet being then 61^ south of the 
star. 



REFLECTIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS, 
[Contiimed from page 301.] 

Gbmini (n), the Twim, 

Is the last of the spring signs, and the third in the 
zodiacsd series. According to the common mode of 
astronomical computation, the Sun enters this sign 
on the 21st of May ; or the Earth then entering Sa- 
gittarius, the Sun appears to make his transit from 
Taurus to Gemini. A still larger portion of the 
earth round the north pole is now within the region 
of perpetual day, than during the Sun's passage 
through Taurus. The days in the northern hemi- 
sphere still contitiue to increase, as be advances in 
bis progress; and when the Sun enters this sign, he 
rises at 6 m. after 4, and sets 54 m. past 7; thus 
making the length of the day 15 h. 48 m., and that of 
the night 8h. 12 m. 

Various conjectures have been presented respect- 
ling the origin of this sign. The Greeks claim it as 
their sole invention, and the story of Castor and 
Pollu;xmay have been the production of theiramagi- 
nation ; but both the Indian zodiac and an Egyp- 
tian fragment of great antiquity show that the Greeks 
were anticipated by the orientals, and that theirTwins 
was rather a copy than an invention. Gemini was 
the sign in which the Egyptian Anubis had his sta- 
tion. Plutarch explains tiie signification of this em- 
blematical deity" under the form of a dog. He sup- 

B e 
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poses him to be fhe typb of the plaitidt Mercoiy, 
which is sometimes a mofmng and sometimes an 
ereniiig star. The symbol seems to have been 
chosen from that animal being supposed to watch 
day and night» and thus to be a fit guardian of Osi- 
ris (the Sun), and Isis (the Moan), The Grecian 
allegory of Castor and PoUux is too well known to 
need repetition in this place* Some mytbologists 
among the Greeks designate the Twins by the names 
of Hercules and Apollo. 

Gemini has the Lynx on the north. Cancer on the 
east, Monoceros and Canis Minor on the south, and 
Taurus on the west It contains 85 stars; two of 
the 2d magnitude, four of the 3d, and six of the 
4th« The principal star is Castor, which first apjiears 
on the N.N.E. I E. point of the compass, at Lour 
don. Its declination is 32^ 16' 6", right ascension 
110° 46' 25", and meridian altitude 70** 45' 6". The 
following are the times of its rising and culminating 
for the 1st of each month in 1820, according to the 
Celestial Atlas, already referred to : via. 

lUtmg. VmUmmaHiiff, « Rismg. MMiMtvMjf. 

January - 2 56 qft. 34 J July - - - 3 Omar. 4S qft, 
February 46 - - 10 23 \ August - - 55 - - 10 85fi»or. 



March - • 10 55 mmt. 8 34 > September 11 <^. 8 S8 - - 

April - - 8 55 - - 6 41 { October .9 10-« 652-- 

May- -,70--, 450 J November 7 15-- 455-- 

June --50-- 2 47 % December 5 10*- 250-« 

Passing from the horns of Taurus to the east. 
Castor and Pollux, the two principal stars in this 
constellation, are found rather more than an hour's 
distasce from the confines of the milky way. They 
jare situated in ttie exterior temples of the Twins ; a 
(Castor) being the more elevated, and $ (Pollux) 
being the low^ star. The former is in the eastern 
angle of a great triangle, formed by it, the pole star 
and Capella, situated north-west of Castor, and near 
the eastern borders of the milky way. Capella ap- 
pears rather nearer to Castor than to the pple. This 
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eOQsteBation is also readily found by supposing a * 
right line drawn from Aldebaran, <&e Bull's eye, 
through the star in the tip of the lower horn, and it 
wiJl cross the milky way, and pass bettveen Castor 
and Pollux, in the heads of the Twins. 

la tlie revolution of the heavens. Castor passes 
vertically over the Barbary states, Palestine, Persia, 
Tibet, part of China, and Japan, with Louisiana, 
the southern extremi^ of the United States of North 
Ameiica, Bermudas, 8ic« • 

Cancbr (0s), the Crah. 

This is th^ first of the. three summer signs which 
the Sun enters on the 21st of June; and thus intro- 
du^QS.&e first day of suiximer, and the lottgest in the 
yjear, 'ii^ these neirthem latitudes. As the Stm con-^ 
linually revolves about the north^pole without setting 
aU the time he is on the uortb side' of the ^uator, 
the moment he e^te^s.^Caucer may 'be considered as 
tiie noon of the polar. day.- On thil^ day, tod, he at- 
tains his greatest declination, and is v^rticaJ to the 
tropic of Caieicer. . The i^irele whieh separates light 
wddarknt^sajuattotiQbQStherArotio oucle; so that 
^wholer of the/ ArOti^. regions are how completely 
illumioftted dunnjf, at; teast>. ap^etitire jrevolution of 
tile Sun. The parallel of Ifondon has now its longest 
day, which extc^nds fro^i about a quarter before 4 
HI. the morning till a tjuarter after 8 at night 

This constellatibn appears, 'tx> have originated 
either in Egypt or India/as in both these antient 
zodiacs the sign of the Crab is found, though in 
Some T)f them its place is supplied" by a beetle. 
Some of the most antient mythologists placed Her^ 
fMHubis in the place now as^gned to the Crab. This 
^as symbolized by a mah (jEEermes) with flie head of 
W Ibis, or hawk. Selreral ofthe antient Egyptian 
monuments still exhibit tcsbdesi of this s]rmbol£sation ; 
mA M. B^qM observes, ^* The entrances to the 
^^wl^ei fof the > Egyptian kii^^ in the sacred 
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valley of Beban-el^Malook, are generally iormoiint' 
ed with a ba£krelief> representing an oval, in which 
are scqlptured a Scarabasus, or Beetle^ and the 
figure of a man with the head of a hawk. On each 
side of this emblem are two figures in the act of 
adoration/' The common year of the Egyptians ccmi- 
menced when the Son was in this sign: the Nile was 
then approaching its height, and the waters were dis- 
coloared and muddy. Two asses were placed as the 
symbol of ^, the Chaldean name of which has 
been translated muddiness. Plutarch, says that, in 
the month Payn, when the Sun was in Cancer, the 
Egyptians*baked cakes, on which was the figure of 
an ass bound. ' 

The contiguous constellations are the Lynx on the 
north, Leo on the east. Hydra on the south, and 
Gemini on the west« llie whole number of stars in 
this sign is 83, but none of them exceeds the 4tfa 
magnitude, of which class there are seven : the re- 
maimng 76 are all less. / a Canceris, near the eastern 
extremity of the southern great claw^ has 12° 31' 6'' 
of north declination, 132<' 9" 20"' of right ascension, 
and passes the meridian of London at an altitude of 
51^ O' e*". Its ri^g and cuhnination for flie 1st of 
each month in 1820, are stated as follows: viz. 

RUing. Cfdmi$wting, | Biting. CukiMuUing. 

■h, fttf h* m* ^ r h- in* a* m* 

January - 7 14 ttft. 2 mor. % Jfoly • - - 7 mar. 3 15 q/*. 
February 4 ^ - - 11 50 c^. { August - • -. , 5 0-- 10*- 
Marcb- - 3 10 - - 10 10 - - i September - 8 5 - - 10 lOiRor. 
April •- 115-- 8 15-.) October - • 1 15 - - 8 15 ^ - 
May.. - 11 SOmor. 6 30 - . ^Norember .1125<^ 620*. 
June . - 9 7 4 15 * • ^ December • 920«- 420.'> 

This sign may be distinguished in the heavens by 
supposing a line drawn through the two stars. Castor 
and Pollux^ and it will cut the ecliptic in the western 
part of the body of tlie Grab, eastwards of which a 
line of five or six small stais is seen extending acrosi^ 
the sign, in the direction of the ecliptic, till Ihey are- 
terminated by. three stars, forming a small trian^e^ 
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hear the northern extremity of the sottdieni great claw, 
with its longest side upwards. la the upper part of 
fhe sign there are also eight stars, forming a Und of 
Xt, with its opening to the north-east. 

[To be co&tinaed.] 

%^t iSatutalfeffi 30iat? 

For NOVEMBER 1823. 

7^ eaiikmaumeth and languUheth; Lebanon i$ atkamed and wiiheT" 
eth away; JKoron U like a vnldemesa; and Baskan and Cartnel shake 
9jy their /ruiU.—UMAM xxxiu, 9. 

The footsteps of contemplation are «ow found 
amid the ruins of the year, and we surrender our- 
selves most readily to the quietudes of a serious 
thoughtfulness — and deep and interesting impressions 
are borne home upon the heart— in every breath 
that soothes, in every beam that gilds, and in every 
variety of colouring Uiat adorns the landscape. 
But soon, too soon, shall we be compelled to exclaim 
with the poet, in reference to this, generally speak- 
ix^gf gloomy month, — 

That time of year thoa may'st in me beliold. 
When yellow leaves, or none, or few do hang 
On those wild booghs which shake against the cold, 
Bare, mined quires where late the sweet birds sang. 

November, however^. has its bright as well as 
its dark side. It is now (observes a pleasing 
writer, before quoted (that the Labourer is about to 
enjoy a temporary mitigation of the season's toil. 
His little store of winter provision having been 
hardly earned and safely lodged, his countenance 
brightens, and his heart warms, with the anticipa- 
tion of winter comforts. As the day shortens, and 
the hours of darkness increase, the domestic afiec* 
tions are awakened anew by a closer and more 
lengthened converse; the father is ndwonce more 
in the midst of his family ; the child is now once 
more oa the knee of its parent; tod ^Ae, in whose 

Be2 
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cenHfott his Iteatt is principally interested^ is again 
petmitted, by the privileges of the season, to increase 
and to participate his happiness. It is now that the 
Husbandman is repaid for bis former risk and anxiety 
— that, haying waited patiently for the former and 
the latter rain, he builds up his sheaves, Icmds bis 
waggons, and replenishes his bams. 

It is now that Men of study and literary pumtU 
are admonished of the season best suited for die 
acquisition of knowledge. Learning is now opening 
her gates» and Night is fast advancing her claims to 
the renewed labours of the student, to those even- 
ing hours of watching, and reflection, and investiga- 
tion, which will so amply repay the trouble. 

. The congregating of small birds, which was no- 
ticed as commencing in the last month, still con- 
tinues. The long-tailed titmouse (parus caudatus) 
is now seen in troops in the tall hedge-rows. We 
have no bird more remarkable for its family asso- 
ciation than this; he is never seen alone, but con- 
tinues with his offspring, which is a very numerous 
one, from the time of hatching, till the fmal separa- 
tion in spring. They seem the most restless of little 
creatures, and are all the day long in a state of pro- 
gression from one field to another, flitting through 
the air like balls of feathers with long projecting 
tails, or threading the branches of a tree, or bariies 
of a hedge, following each other in a little stream: 
ibe leading bird utters a shrill call {twit, twit, tuHt), 
»id away they all scuttle in a hurry to be first, stop 
for a second, and then are off again, observing the 
same order and precipitation during the whole day. 
The space traversed by these little animals in the 
course of their progresses, from their first moving 
•until roosting time, must be considerable; yet, small 
as they are, they appear by their constant animation 
and alacrity to be fully equal to the performance of 
this daily occupation. Their food is insects, which 
they find under the lichens and mosses^ smronn^Uig 
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tho btanehag ci trees and shnibe, aad the ameUest 
camiot escape them, as there is no Biitidi bud that 
bm po diminutive a bill. The golden-crested wcen^ 
thon^^h a smaller bird, has a much longer mandible 
thsm the paras candatus. Their nest is as singular 
in its constraction as the bird is in its habits; it is 
made of a considerable size, to contain a nameroiis 
family, lAaped somewhat like a bag, externally 
formed of herbaceons lichens, collected from tb!e 
bbudcthorn and the maple, and lined with such a pro- 
fusion of feathers, that the yonng ones appear at 
most smothered in a feather bed, — (See oar last to* 
lame, p. 289.) 

The foggy mornings of November are favourable 
to the growtti and appearance of mushrooms; and 
to range the reeking meadows in search of them, 
at an early hoar in the morning, is the occupation of 
many of ttie village children. The fimgi or mash- 
room tribe are very numerous, and of singtilat con- 
struction'. 

A successful attempt to facilitate the study of the 
British fungi has lately been made by Mr. Purton, 
in his very interesting Supplement to the Midland 
Flora, which has been noticed at p. 183 of the pre^ 
salt volume. In this Appendix the fungi wee parti- 
cularly numerous, and are illustrated vnth peculiar 
accuracy and scientific skill; and there are twenty- 
two beautifully coloured plates, well executed, of 
many new and rare species. 

The Virginia-planter (hedera quinque-foUaJ has 
now a very rich and beautiful appearance. 

The stock-dove (columha aenm), ode of the latest 
winter birds of passage, arrives from more northern 
regions, towards the end of this month. Moks now 
make the^ir nests, in which they lodge during the win- 
ter, and which are ready for depositing their young 
in the spring. 

' See T.T. for 1820, p. 36; 1821, pp. 961, 882; 18S8, p. 290; 
mA p* 90S of tii« pnsetit yolume. 
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Hie' myaodmam i^airs to the woodkaiAi ^ Ml 
eoiqace^s, trndlerwood^ and timben 

Tne former tisaally finishes his ploiigi«i|^ this 
month* Cattle and horse$ are taiken into the fairm- 
jrard; sheep are sent to the tamip-field; ont-MUs 
are destroyed; and bees ate put nnder rii^tar. Hie 

giidener sows peas and beans in a wann satnation 
r an early crop^ if happily they may 48amye lite 
frosts of winter. 

Violmt storms of wind may ge&erally 1^ expect*- 
ed in NoT«mfeer. 

Tin night ; the loud wmd through thefwvst wakes, 
With sound like ocean's roaring, wiid andideep^ 
, Aud ia: yon j^oonqr pines strange music makes, 
like sym|ihpnies unearthly, heard in sleep ; 
The sobbing vraters dash their waves, and weep ; 
Where moans the blast its dreary path along, 
Hie beudhig firs a mournful cadence keep ; 
. Aad moontaio rocks re*echo to the song. 
At fitfol raves the storm the hilLs and woods among. 

Yamayden. 

3pch is the picture of a wild^ automjoal night in 
America^ by a native poet — and which is well adapt- 
ed to the northern and mountainous parts of Eng* 
land. How often^ alasl in this dreary^ chilling 
month, do we picture to ourselves while comfortably 
housed and warmed, and bidding defiance to the peltr 
ing of the storm, thehavockof the ocpan-tempest: — 

Iteey amid the #leciD then takes her «eat, 

Where big, tumultuous billows beat 

Around the dreary, howling cave. 

When no lye-Aoai tlie crew can save ; 

While deaTuing winds and foamy surge 

On sbelviag rocks the vessel urge, 

There sees the sailor climb the mast, 

A look of anguish round him cast— 

And quit his grasp, and fall. { 

RBV. J. BLACK. 

But, let US. turn from such soul-harrowing scenes, 
too often witnessed by our fashionable visitants to 
the rock-enoircled coast of Albion^ ta those of a 
milder, more pleasing charfteter; to an fia^ft home, 
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with all its endearing attractionSr Aod we think we 
cannot better conclude this month's lucubrations than 
witib so^ie beautiful lines transmitted to us by our 
kind Glocestrian correspondent^ whose valuable 
communications we shall be always proud to receive, 
and, we trust, ever gratefully acluiowledge. 

llie following poem has never yet met the public 
eye, and has been read only in that domestic circle 
wUch it so exquisitely describes : — 

D<»f Btno Hapfiiibss >>^Addrt$$ed to a ladf. 
*ris not for yon, whose giddeii*wioged hoais 

Id joys balf>ta»t€d ever are employed, 
Who »eek giqr pleasure in her sweetest bowers, / 

And still imtasted leave her hatf ei^yfed : 

Tis not for yon who dread tlie painfbl thoogfat, 

Who laugh thro' life so negligently gay, 
Whose bliss, however mean, is deaijy bought, 

'Tis not for yon I tune thb simple lay. 

The Muses' joy more pure, tho' more confined. 
Those prospects hdghten which ye strive to miss ; 

She seeks at home for pleasures more refined, 
That HOMB ye hate comprises all her blias. 

She seeks not vainly thro' the lengthened night. 
Midst the gay haunts of indolence and pride, 

Resplendent scenes, that pall whilst they invite, . 
With wand*ring dissipation for her guide. 

She will not follow evVy transient glance 

Of vagrant folly, ever on the wing ; 
She cannot mingle in the firoUc dance. 

Or list to hear the trifiing syren stng. 

She sees thro* all the laboured pomp of art 

Tbe mask of pleasure hides the tiice of woe ; 
She spoms such joys as spring not firom the heart. 

And pines for bliss they have not to bestow. 
Pensive, she turns the eye firom foUy'a train. 

And sighs to see the heedless mortals stray. 
To seek for happiness, and seek in vain. 

Where, if she deigns to call, she cannot stay. 
The friendly Muse to you, ye thinkmg iew, 

Shall lend her aid to svreetea ev*ry hoar, . 
Shall open riehen prospects to yonr ne«. 

And guide you homewarii to h«r social bowV. 
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On ROMBy thoa only Mat of ev'ry joy 

The heart ced relUh or the jnc^nient taate. 
Estranged from thee, the soul finds no employ. 

Nor feels the present, nor enjoys the past. 
Oh, let me seek Ithee with thy cahn delights, 

The look of welcome, and the friendly kiss, 
Thypeseefbl mornings, and thy cheerfnl nights^ 

With all a hoshand's, all a father's bliss. 

Howsweet to poor thy sorrows to a hearty • 
That feels, ye^ atrives to check the rising sigh I 

How sweet thy better prospects to impart, 
And kiss the tear of transport from her eyal 

How swoet the ta^ to trace with glad sarprise r - 
The yonog idea^ shooting uncoi^ned, 

With fost'ring eare to cherish, as they rise. 
The seeds of nrtne in the infant mind ; 

To bend the pliant soul to wisdom's lore, 
Firm hononr^s steady precepts to infbse,. 

The fav'rite beat of genios to explose. 
And guide lokntiaiit fancy to its use ! 

The aaliea apathy, the cloistered pride^ 
.. That deeais those heart-ft^ joys beneath the care ; 
The called muse will pity, not deride, 
Butwekome home tl^ bliss they cannot share. 

L«et me witbraptnre'new those pleasing carea 
WJiieh flight the boasted sons of liberty ; 

Thev heart that no domestic fondness shared, 
Foregoes its dearest biessingB to be free. 

Is fi-eedom, then, bat room to wander wide. 
And hardly snatdi atpleasalvs ere tiiey're past, 

To seek for ever for aome path imtried. 
And find it cold and cheerless as the last? 

The solitary bark of windB the sport • 

Which thro' the vast Atlantic winds its mv^y 

Without a haTen or a destined port, 
Feels tfaisaad liberty, as well as th^. 

Is bondage, then^ to wear those silken bands 

Uniting hearts that cannot wish to rove? 
To grant that oare the infant jmile demands^ 

And pays with sweet ratoms of fiBal love ? 
How painfv^ to a ^rmpathiaing mind 

To atray this Ufo nnseeking, and unsoaght, . 
One cheerless,- barren wikteriiess to find, 

K^Wottt an ofc^eot worth a second tUooght ! 
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Wilt thou (for well thoa canst) supply 

The tender cares of mother and of wife. 
And, tntored by dirlne philanthropy, 
Fill the sweet dnties of domestic Ufe ? 

And wilt diou tnm to lend a patient ear, 
When soflfring merit makes its sorrows known? 

And shall thy liaad wipe off the orphan's tear. 
And, lending others bliss^ secure thine own? 

Thus shall contentment bless our humble seat. 

And eT*ry gliding year new comforts raise ; 
So shall calm conscience make our slumbers sweet, 

Whilst, tho' obscure, not useless pass our days. 

Oh, hapless they, of these mild Joys debarred ! 

For them, time lingering plies with heavy wings : 
'Tis sad experience speaks, and trust the bard 

Whose heart but feels too strongly what he sings* 



In DECEMBER 1823. 
*5. 1821.— JAMES PERRY DIED, iET. 65, 

For many years Editor and Proprietor of the 
^ Morning Chronicle/ To Mr. Perry belongs the 
honour of having raised the character of tibe daily 
press in respectability, giving to it an ii^aence it 
did not before possess. He also considerably im- 
proved the whole system and routine of newspapers, 
rendering them a much more prompt channel of in- 
telligence than formerly. Indepenaently of his im- 
mediate professional studies, he possessed a general 
taste for elegant literature, of which there is suffi- 
cient proof in a very extensive and valuable collec- 
tion of books which he had formed, and which have^ 
since his death, been disposed of by public auction. 

6.— 5AINT NICHOLAS. 

Nicholas was Bishop of Myra, in Lycia, and died 
about the year 392. He was of so charitable a dis- 
position, bat he portioned three young women, who 
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were redaced in circumstances^ by secretly convey- 
ing a snm of money into their faflier's house. The 
annual ceremony of the boy^bishop, once observed 
on this day^ is described at length in T. T. for 1814, 
p. 906* 

8.— CONCBPTION OP THB VIRGIN MARY. 

This festival was instituted by Anselm, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, because William the Conqueror's 
fleet, being in a storm, afterwards came safe to shore. 
The council of Oxford, however, held in 1222, per- 
mitted every one to use his discretion in keeping it. 

IS* — SAINT LUCY. 

This virgin martjrr was bom at Syracuse. She 
refused to marry a young man who paid his ad- 
dresses to her, because she had determined to devote 
herself to religion, and, to prevent his importunities, 
gave her whole fortune to tiie poor. The youth, en* 
raged at this denial, accused her before Paschasius, 
the heathen judge, of professing Christianity ; and 
Lucy, after much cruel treatment, fell a martyr to 
his revenge, in the year 305. 

16. — O SAPIBNTIA. 

This is the beginning of an anthem in the Latin 
service to the honour of Christ's advent, which used 
to be sung in the church from this day until Christ- 
mas eve. 

21.— SAINT THOMAS THE APOSTLE. 

Thomas, sumamed Didymm, or the Twin, was a 
Jew, and in all probability a Galilean. There are 
but few passages in the gospel concerning him. 
Thomas is said to have suffered martyrdom in the 
same city, being killed by the lances of some people 
instigated by the Bramins. 

TMs is the shortest day, and is, at London, 7 h. 
44 m. 17 s.; allowing 9 m. 5 s. for refraction. 

On a Statue qf Timr, 
Tramkfted frmn tke Greek. 
The maker whence ? — fron Sicyon — what's his name? 
Lytippos^wbo art thou? all^onqnering TnuB.*- 
Vby on thy tiptoe raised ?— I always nm. 
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Thy feet are winged !— My speed is like the wind. 

Why in thy band a razor? — I in6ict wonnds sharper than a. sword. 

A bushy lock upon thy forehead waves?— That they who meet may 

•eiieme. 
B«liM| thy head is baU !^Io vain w«Qld he who lets me pass, recal 

or stay me ! 

25. — CHRISTMAS DAY. 

This is named Ckristmas-day, from the Latin 
Chri^ Missa, the Mass of Christ, and thence the 
Roni«n< Catholic Liturgy is termed their Missal or 
M0S9 Book. Abont the year 500, the observation of 
this day became general in the Catholic drarch. 

Aft this once hospitable season, there was ^ a run of 
merry days' from Christmas-eye to Candlemas, and 
the first twelve in particular were fiill of. triumph, 
and innocait pleasore. But ' every thing is altered^ 
NOW. llie celebration of Christmas, in modem 
times, is scarcely worth a record. The middle classes 
make it a sorry business of a pudding or so extra, 
and a game at cards. The rich invite their rich 
friends to tibeir country houses : — but the poor are 
left out entirely, or presented with a few clothes 
and eatables that make up a wretched substitute for 
the hospitable intercourse of old. To those who 
have the power (would that they had the heart!) to do 
it, we would say. Every face that you contribute to 
set sparkling at Christmas is a reflection of that 
goodness of nature Vi^hich generosity helps to un- 

^, cloud, as the windows reflect the lustre of th6 sunny 
heavens. Every holly hough and lump of -berries 
with which you adorn your houses, is a piece of 

, luitural piety as well as beauty, and will enable you 
to relish the green world of which you show your- 
selves not forgetful. Every wassail bowl which you 

^ set flowing wiSiout drunkenness, every harmless plea- 
sure, every innocent * mirth however mirthful, every 
forgetfulness even of serious things, when they are 
only swallowed up in the kindness and joy which it 

I , is the end of wisdom to produce, is 

I Wisest, Tirtaoiuest, discreetest, best. 

i -Ff 
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The divine Milton^ fhoagh a stem reformer, saw 
nothing to quarrel with in the natural joys of hu- 
manity, or in the customs which they gave rise to. 
In a Latin epistle to his friend Deodati, he counte- 
nances all the merriments of Christmas. He is re- 
corded as having kept 'gaudy days' (holidays) him- 
self; and in his affectionate elegy on the death of the 
same friend, does not disdain to regret the pleasure 
they used to have in roasting pears and chesnuts 
during the long winter evenings, while the wind was 
thundering through the elm-trees out of doors'* 

Many of the amusing Christmas ceremonies of 
' olden tyme'in England are described in our previous 
volumes. — Mr. Whistjlecraft affords us a delight- 
ful picture of the substantial entertainments given in 
the days of good King Arthur, which is delineated 
with all the minute accuracy and high finishing of 
a Mieris or a Gerard Doutv, 

The great King Arthur made a snmptnons feast, 

And held bis Royal Christmas at Carlisle, 
And thither came the vassals, most and least, 

From every comer of this British Isle; 
And all were entertained, both man and beast, 

According to their rank, in proper style; 
The steeds were fed and littered in the stable, 
The ladies and the knights sat down to table. 

The bill of fare (as you may well suppose) 

Was suited to those plentiful'old times, 
Before our modem luxuries arose. 

With truffles and ragouts, and varions crimes ; 
And therefore, from the original in prose 

I shall arrange the catalogue in rhymes :. 
They served up salmon, venison, and wild boars 
By hundreds, and by dozens, and by scores. 
Hogsheads of honey, kilderkins of mustard, 

Muttons, and fatted beeves, and bacon twine.; 
Herons and bitterns, peacock, swan and bustard. 

Teal, mallard, pigeons, widgeons, and in fin^ 
Plum-puddings, pancakes, apple-pies and custard ; 

And therewithal they drank good Gascon wine, 

' See that pleasant little year-volumef yclept Literary Pocket Book, 
the blank pages of which might be made a cpnvenient receptacle of 
observations, hints, and notes for T. T. for 1824. 
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Witb UMady and ale, and cyder of our own; 
' For porter, panchy.and d^iu, were not known* 

The Doiae and uproar of the lenUersr tribe. 

All pilfering and scrambling in their calling, 
Was past all powers of language to describe — 
* * « 

All sorts of people there were seen together, 
All sorts of characters, all sorts of dresses; 

The fool with fox's tail and peacock's feather, - 
Pilgrims, and penitents, and graye burgesses; 

The country people with their coats of leather, 
Vintners and victuallers with cans and messes; 

Grooms, ardiers, varlets, falconers and yeomen. 

Damsels and waiting-maids, and waiting-women. 

The Christmas ceremomes ^t Naples are described 
at some length in our last Volume^ pp. 303-305. To 
this ac'coont may now be added the following cus- 
tom on the da^^ preceding Christmas-day. The city 
then makes a present to the king of fruit and birds ; 
this offering, which consists of every fruit that the 
country produces^ and of every bird which supplies 
the table, is arranged on several pyramids, and 
carried in procession down the principai street to the 
palace. The fruits are the most excellent of the 
kind^ and the quantity is generally enormous. ; 

26. — SAINT STEPHfiNs. "^ 

i^tephen was the first deacon chosen foy the apos- 
tles. He was cited before the 3ftiihedrin, or Jewish 
Council^ for prophesying the fall of the Jewish Tem- 
ple an4 economy ; and while vindicating his doc- 
trine by several passages of the Old Testament, he 
was violently carried out of the city, and stoned to 
death, in the year 33. 

27.— JOHN EVANGELIST.— iSee p. 163. 
23.— INNOCENTS. . . 

The slaughter of the Jewish children, by Herod, 
is commemorated on this day. The festiviJ is very 
antient, for TertuUian and Saint Cyprian call these 
Innocents martyrs, and Prudentius has written a 
hymn upon the subject. Childermas-d^j is another 
name for this feast. 
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Days of n^ ehitdbood, when, wbere wiid^flowen grew, 

FroM ttoni Tve strtyed tlQ ttriiijbt glomned agaiii, 

When I read my long since pleasures, then 
So sweet, so poK^ so nrnplc^ and so tme, 
Mine eyes grow misty with regretfiil dew» 

To think that like a dream they're gone ; — I yearn 

And sigh for bliss that never can retonii — 
So lovecl when lost— and so nnprized when new ! 
And well may I weep o'er the joys that smiled 

Long [^ast — ^well linger 'mid the times'that werey 
I who retain the weakness of the child 

Without thesimpleness; — my moments are 
As wayward, and as wastcdfbl, and as wild^ 

— Bat, oh! not innocent, nor void of care. 

Sixty-five Sanneta^ Sfc. 

81. — SAINT SILVESTER. 

He was Bishop of Rome ; and succeeded Mil* 
tiades in the papacy, in 314. iSilvester is accounted 
the author of several rites and ceremonies of the 
Bomish churchy as asjrlums, unctioas> palls^ corpo- 
rals, mitres, &c. He died in 334. 

*31. 1831.— CLOSS OP A MEMORABLE YEAH. 

The year 1821 was as remarkable for tvinds and 
rains as for the bounties cf Providence in blessing us 
with plenty, and giving long withheld comfort to Uie 
poor, which Time should record for the children of 
the generations to come. This is best shown hj 
stating the price of articles, at the same place, at 
two periods. 



1813. 

Meat (Beef, Mutton, Pork) 

Bread (Ho usehold) 

Ditto (White) -. 

Malt 15 

Hops ,. 4 



Sugar (Brown) 10( 

Ditto (Loaf; 1 3 

Mould Candles 1 

Dip ditto ....«• 

Soap (Household) 

Butter 1 3' 

Bacon 1 3 

otatoes (sack of 3 bushels) 18 



10 per lb. 

1 3i 

per bushel 
6 per lb. 



ll| 



1821. 

4t66dAh. 
74 



per bushel 
11 per lb. 

8 
11 

I;. .. 

10, 

5l to 6d, 
3 
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9ifiitronom(cal ^ceuttmcee 

1% decbbiber 1883. 

Solar Phenombna. 

'tHB Sun enters Capricomus atl4m.past2 in the 
afternoon of the 22d of this month; when 

WiNTEa comes to rule the year, 
Sallen and sad, with all his rising train ; 
VaponrS) cloads and storms. 

Now, when the cheerless empire of the sky 
To Capricorn the Centaur Archer yields. 
And fierce Aquarius stains thMnverted year; 
Hong o'er the farthest verge of Heaven, the Son 
Scarce spreads through ether the dejected day. 
Fcunt are his gleams, and ineffectaal shoot 
His struggling rays, in horizontal Unes, 
Thro' the thick air, as clothed in cloudy storm, 
Weak, wan, and broad, he skirts the southern sky; 
And, soon descending, the long dark night, 
Wide shading all^ the prostrate world resigns. 

THOMSON. 

The Suni also rises and sets on the following days 
daring this month as below. 



Of the Sun's Rising i 

December Ist, Sun rises 
. 6th, ............ 


1 
md 

57ji 
1 . 
5 , 
7 
8 

7 . 
5 


:able 
Settingfor 

I. after 7. Set 

t........ o ....... 

>.. ...... O .M.... 

•....•... o ....... 

8 


every 

'M 3 m. 
.. 59 ., 
.. 65 ., 
... 53 „ 
... 62 ., 
... 53 ... 


fifth Day, 

after 4 


16th,.. ........... 


3 

....... 3 

....... 3 


26th, 


a 


o 


3at, ............ 


•«••••••• V •••••«< 


>•• 55 •• 


>..«•... 3 



Equation of Time. 

If the quantities in the first five lines of the follow- 
ing table be subtracted from the time as given by a 
good Sun-dial, or those in the other two lines be add-^ 
ed to these times, the results will be the mean times 
for the respective epochs. 

Ff2 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



342 ASTRONOMICAL OCCVRRXMCBS 

TABLE 

Oj the Bqualitm of Time far every fifth Day. 

Monday, Dec. Ut^frotftlid time byihe dial mftlroc* 10 55 

Saturday, ...„. 6th, 8 65 

Thursday, ... 11th, ......,.....,...........^... 6 42 

Tuesday, .«....»• 16th, ^,.. 4 19 

Sunday, •.••^^. 21st, 1 .61 

Friday, -«.—.• 26tk, to the tiin9 by the dial add S8 

vveanesflay, ••• Slst^ •^••••••••••••••^••••••••m************ v o 

Lunar Phbnombna. 
Phases of the Moon. 

New Moon, 2d day, at 36 m. past 1 in the afternoon 

First Quarter, lOth — 56 ,... 6 in the evening 

Full Moon, 17th •..•^•... 50 9 

Last Quarter, 24th 18 1 in the afternoon. 

Moon's Passage over the Meridian. 
The following passages of tbe Moon over the 
first meridian during this month have been selected 
as affording good opportanities for obserration, 
should the weather prove favourable : 

December 8th, at 38 m. after 4 in the evening 
9th, ... 19 5 

XvlD, ... U ...••#•••• O .••.••«••..««••.•••. 

11th, ... 41 6 

13th, ... 12 8 

14th, ... 3 .......... 9 at night 

15th, ... ..•••••••• 10 •••..«••••• 

16th, ... 1 11 .... .*. 

25th, ... 22 .••..••— 6 in the morning 

<«Dul, «v. U •••••«•••« 7 . n . » .«■..«. »#..»— 

27th, ^ 57 .••••••.•• 7 .•••.••..•.•.••••••• 

'•othi ••• '4(> .••••••••• o ....•* —•«.•• »— ... 

29tb, •.• 37> ••.•.....• 9 «•••«••••••••■■••••• 

PhbnombnAu Planetarum. 
Phases of Venus. 

Eclipses of Jupiter's Satellites. 
These eclipses are very numerous this mouthy and 
among those of the first and second satellites tbd fol- 
lowing will be visible^ viz. 
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> 


' jEffun^fvtoiis* 




TkHMeirSiM, 


f 4lh day^ai Oa« dOt* 


aftar 4 in-tfie taoAihig' 




dth, 


29 


. 10. 


. . . 10 at night 




lltlL 


64. 


. 29 . 


, • • • 5 morning 




13th 


22 . 


. 55 . 


• . . midnight 




14th 


51 . 


. 23 . 


... 6 evening 




SKHh 


. • • . 16 . 


. 47 . 


... 2 morning 




8l8t 


45 . 


. 17 . 


... 8 evening 




27th 


. . . . 10 . 


.46 . 


. . .4 morning 




28th 


.... 39 ♦ 


. 18 . 


. . '10 night 


Second Satelllls, dth 


. . . . 40 . 


. 16 . 


..11 . . 




13th 


.... 17 . 


. 20 . 


. . . 2 morning 




20th 


.... 54 . 


. 28 . 


. . . 4 . . . 




23d 


12 . 


. 32 . 


• . . 6 evening 






Emersums. 




First Satellite 30th, at 19 m. 


45 s. after 7 in the evening: 


Second Sate! 


llite 3( 


)th, . 34m. 


338.. 


. . 11 at night 



Form of Saturn's Ring. 
Xhi$ still shows a considerable openingj and its 
tete3C0pic appearance is a pleasing spectacle; for 

rk->-*-«*AK«-i** /Transverse axis 1-000 
^'^^"^'^'^•*4 Conjugate axis - 0-426 
TABLE 

Of the Transits and Meridional Altitudes of the 
Planets* 
1st 7th 13th 19tti 25th 





TBAN8ITS. 






*♦ m- 


A.m. 


h,mi 


h. m. 


h, «»• 


Mercury 11 32 mor. 


11 46 


2 aft. 


015 


31 


Venus 9 2nior. 


8 57 


8 52 


8 49 


845 


Mars 6 58 mor. 


643 


6 29: 


6 11 


554 


Jupiter 2 16 mor. 


1 47 


1 17 


48 


18 


Saturn 10 40 nigU 
G.Sidus 2 15 aft. 


10 12 


944 


9 16 


8 48 


1 50 


1 26 


1 


35 




ALTITUDES. 






Mercury 17052' 


15037' 


140 4' 


I30I6' 


13020' 


Venus 31 11 


29 46 


28 11 


26 29 • 


24 46 


Mars 44 23 


43 18 


42 16 


41 17 


40 20 


Jupiter 61 29 


61 32 


M 36 


61 39 


61 43 


Saturn 53' 87 


53 31 


53 26 


53 21 


53 18 


G.Sidns 15 2 


15 4 


16 6 


15 8 


15 9 



Other Phenqmema^^ 

•lie Moon ^ill be in conjunction with « in 

Scorpio. at 6m. after 9 iQ the morning of the 3d; 

with Georginm Sidns, at 43 m. after 1 in the morning 
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of the 5th ; with Jupiter, at 14 m. past 5 in the after- 
noon of the 18th; and again wi& « in SoorpiOy at 
12 m. after 3 in the ^ftemooH of the 29th. Mercury 
wiU be in his superior conjunction at 30 m. after 9 
in the morning ! of the X3th. ! Venus will attain her 
greatest elongation on the 19th^ Mars will be in 
quadrature at 45 m. after 5 in the evening of the 
21st ; and Jupifer will b^i in opposition at a quarter 
after 12 at noon^ on the 2Bth of this month. 

Thus hare we traced the reTolving seasons to 
their close, followed <he heavenly bodies in their 
motions, and marked the most striking phenomena 
which they exhibit. Can the contemplative mind 
consider these things, and reflect upon that wonder- 
fid precision in all the heavenly motions which en- 
ables us to calculate tlie commencement, duration, 
and end of the phenomena, even to a second, with- 
" out being led 

— — — Throii|;h Nature op to NATDfts't Gob? 

Xittle is that mind to be envied, that can contem- 
plate all these celestial wonders with stoical apathy ; 
and we delight to call the ardour of our youthful 
readers to these magnificent subjects of wonder and 
admiration, that they may, with aU the enthui^iasm of 
flie poet, exclaim : — 

With what an awful world-reTolving pow'r 
Were first th' unwieldy Planets laonched along 
Th^ inimitable void ! There to remain 
Amidst the flux of many thousand yean, 
That ofihave swept the toiling race of men, 
And all their laboured moooments away. 
Firm> nnremitling, matchless in their course; 
To the Und-tempered change of night and day, 
And of the season^ ever stealing round. 
Minutely ftitfafni. Such th' all-perfect Hand, 
That poised, impels, and rales the steady whole* 
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REFLECTIONS ON THE STARRY HEAVENS. 

[C(Miclnded from p. 329.} 

Leo {SI), the Lion. 
Leo is the second of the rammer signs, and the 
fifth in the order of the zodiac. The Earth is ,now 
in Aquarius, and the terminator begins again to ap- 
proach the north pole, and to contract the limits of 
constant day in the arctic regions « The days and 
nights also approximate nearer to an equality in 
theiT dtiratioD. As the Lion is remarkable for Ms 
fierceness and strength, popular tradition represents 
him as having been chosen as a fit emblem of the 
Sun's heat at this season of the year. Then die 
lAon was supposed to be obliged to quit the Lybian 
desert-through thirst, and repair to the bani^s of the 
Nile to partake of its cooling stream; the Egyp* 
tians are, therefore, said to have adopted this animal 
-as the symbol most emblematical of the Sun, when 
his heat is the mostj opjHressive. The fabulous re- 
-pires^J^tations of the Greeks eMim, that the sign of 
th^.LioA was intended to commemorate the Neumean 
Liopu which was killed by Hercules. There can, 
bowever^ be no doubt that it was adopted by the 
oriental natiops long anterior to that era.. The 
•Son in Leo was worshipped by the Egyptians as 
the King Osiris, which, according to Herodotus, 
was the same, with Bacchus. For a curious dis- 
quisition on the Egyptian origin and import of this 
sign, we must refer the interested reader to page 40 
of the Celestial Atlas, already mentioned* 

Leo has for his contiguous constellations, Leo Minor 
on the north, Virgo on the east. Sextans on the south, 
and Cancer on the west. The whole number of stars 
within its limits is 95; including two of the 1st 
magnitude, two' of the 3d, six of the 3d, and 
ffairteeii of the 4th. The principal star is « Reguius, 
whicji is situated on the ecliptic, and is often called 
Cor Leonis^, * the iAim*s Heart.' The other star oi 
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the 1st magnitude is fi JOenebola, which is found in 
the bushy part of the lion's tail. Regains has a 
declination of 139 6/df Cf* and a right ascension of 
149P 2Sl 29". This star rises at London on the 
E. N. E. point of the compass, and Depebola about 4^ 
further north, and nearly an hoar and a half after 
Regulus. The meridian altitude of Regains at 
London is 51^ 25' 2S', and his rising and culmina- 
tion for tbe 1st of each month, in 1820, were as be- 
low, viz. 

jRun^. CUmmaHn^. % Bitmg, Ct ^h m naHn^ . 

January* 10 15 aft. 3 10 mor. {July -- ^ - 8 12iiior. 3 19 aft. 
February 6 0-- 1 0--) August-- - 6 0-- 114-- 
March- - 4 10 - - 10 9 eft. ^September - 4 - - 11 l&mor. 
April -. 2 15-- 9 16--^ October -- 2 15-- 927-. 
May --. 020-- 725-- I November - 022-- 780-- 
JuBe - - 10 8 nuMT. 5 23 - - i December - 10 22 eft. 6 SIT - ^ 

The sign of Leo is chiefly on the north side of the 
ecliptic, his fore legs projecting below that circle, and 
his hind feet resting upon the equator. In the reyo- 
lution of the heaTens, he therefore passes vertically 
over all the northern piirts of the torrid zone. This po- 
sition may be easily found in the heavens ; for a line 
drawn from the pole, through y in the Great Bear, will 
pass through Denebola. This star forms a triangle 
with two others, the one upon the rump, and the 
other in the upper part of the thigh, as in ^e follow- 
ing figure : 

J' f5 

*■-:;:; — ^ — -.. \ 

These last constitute a species of trapeadom with 
Regulus and a star marked 7 in the lAon's mane ; 
whUe with y and g nearer the head they constitute al- 
most a rectangle. If, also, we join B^^us, Dene- 
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bola^ and^Dubfae in Urm Major, we shall form a 
large equilateral triangle, the base of which is in the 
liion and its vertex in the Bear. If ayfi, df and y, be 
joined, they form a large quadrilateraJ embracing die 
greater part of the body of tbe Lion, and containing 
the star A, in the thick part of the thigh, witUii it. 
Another small quadrilateral is also formed of four 
stars of the 4(£ magnitude, which are situated in 
the lion's head north-west of this figure. — Regains 
presents a fixed point for determining the ecliptic, 
and is 8^ west of the beginning of the sign Virgo. 

Virgo («ii)> the Virgin. 
The Virgin is the last .of the summer signs, and 
the sixth in the order of the zodiac, into which the 
Sun Alters on the 23d of Augusts This is consi- 
ddfed as the harvest sign, and the usual symbol by 
which it is represented is a damsel, whom the popular 
mythology of the Greeks represented as Ceres, with a 
bunch of com in her band. The same ingenious people 
also feigned the emblem of this sign to be Astraea, 
the Gpddess of Justice ; and some of their poets 
affirmed her to be Erigone, the daughter of Icaiius. 
There seems, however, reason to suppose that the 
original of this symbol was the Egyptian Isis. ' In 
the Zodiac of Dendera,' says Mr. Jamieson, * Virgo 
is represented with a branch of a palm tree in her 
hand ; and trees, branches of trees, or groves, were 
symbolical of the heavenly hosts. In ttie Egyptian 
Zodiac, Jjp&, whose place was supplied by Virgo, 
was also represented with three ears of com in her 
hand. The Chinese call the Zodiac the Yellow 
Road, as resembling a path over which the ripened 
'ear3 of com. are scattered; and, according to the 
Egyptian mythology, Isis was said to have dropped 
a sheaf of corn as she fled fromTyphon, who scat- 
tered it over the. heavens as he continued to pursue 
her. Very antiently, indeed, it is said, the signs 
jof the zodiac were compared with com bound in 
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sheaves/ The a^aue writer , casters inta. a disquisi- 
tion of some length reilatiye to the origin and import 
of this sign, and the iiiferences that are to be drawn 
from iham in reference to the antignity of astrono- 
my. He has also endee^voured ^ to embalm the me- 
mory of the Princess Charlotte in the symbol of the 
sixth sign of the heavens/ 

The sign of Virgo is bounded on the east and 
west by those of Libra and Leo, and on the north 
and sonUi by some of inferior order. It contains 
no stars; one of which is of the 1st ms^^tode, 
six of the 3d, and ten of the 4th. The most brilli- 
ant of these is Spica Viriginis, which is situated in 
the bunch of com which Virgo holds in her hand, 
and is near the ecliptic ; having 198° 45' of right 
ascension, and 10° 13' 42'' of south declinaticm. It 
is also one of the nine stars from which the dk^ 
tance of the Moon is calculated for every 3 hours, and 
given in the Nautical Almanack, for the use »f na- 
vigators. Spica rises at London on the E.S.E. | E. 
point of the horizon, and passes ihe meridian vnfli 
an altitude of 28? 16' 18'. 

The times of its rising and culminating are given 
in the following list. 

Culminating, \ Ri$ing, Culminating. 

6 I6mor. \ July - - - 1 ^afi. 6 Sfi q/^. 
4 14 - - ^ August - . 11 SOmor. 4 Si - - 
2 25 - - i September 9 80-- 235-- 
32 - - ^ October - 7 32-- 47-- 
10 4l ({ft, \ November 5 40 - - 10 47 mor. 
8 39 - - t December 3 30-- S43-- 

Virgo is most readily distinguished in the heavens 
by Spica, which forms a large equilateral triangle 
with Denebola in Leo, and Arcturus in Bootes, 
which is situated north of Virgo. By joining if in 
the left shoulder (and which is situated on the equa- 
tor vtery near the eqtiinoxial point) with Yindemia- 
trix, or c, on the front of the right arm, and both 
these with ^, a little above the right knee, we ^all 
form nee^rly tin equilateral triangle, having i (in the 
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Sking. C 




h. m. 


January - 


I 50 mor. 


February 


11 15 aft 


March ^ - 


9 30 - - 


April . - 


7 36 - - 


May 


5 46 - - 


June - - 


3 3d - - 
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front of tlie Virgin) in its centre, as shown in tiie 
following figure. 

Benebola 
J ,* 

A / --^Itegulus 

Spica 

Again, Spica, Deneboia, and Regains in Leo form 
the tburee angles of a very obtuse triangle ; of which 
Spica forms the eastern and Regulos tibe western 
angles The longest side, or that which joins Spica 
and Regulus, faces the south-west, and is at least 
doable ttie distance between Regulus and Denebola. 

CJe iSlattttalfersi Biat? 

Fw DECEMBER 1823. 

Farewel to Antainn, and her yellow bowen» 

Her waning skies and fields of sallow hQe; 
Farewel, ye perishing and perished flowers, 

Ye shall revive when vernal skies are bloe» 
Bat now the tempest cloud of Winter lowers^ 

Frosts are severe, and snow-flakes not a few ; 
Lifting their leafless boughs against the breese, 

Forlorn appear the melancholy trees. 

At this season of darkness and desolation^ how* 
ever, the Sun daily gives forth a cheermg influence, 
and we are enabled to procure and participate 
many social and domestic comforts. But if we di- 
rect our view to less favoured dimes, we cannot 
easily conceive in what sense comfort or conve- 
nience can be attainable, where the ordinary suc- 
cession of day and night, of light and darkness, are 
denied. To those, again, who are situated in a dif- 
ferent extreme, who live under perpetual sunshine, 

Gg 
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^and amidst the nndecayiiig spring of a sonttiem 
.climate — ^to whom ' ice, and snow, and hoar -frost/ 
are unknown ; who, amidst undying vegetation and 
verdure, imagine to themselves our winter scenery 
-—our naked and leafless forests— our variable and 
inclement atmosphere — ' our ice in morsels, out 
snow as wool;* — ^to persons under these circum- 
stances, our cold and ungenial latitudes must, on the 
other h^d, appear comfortless and revolting : — and 
yet, certain it is, that no known climate under heaven 
is totally destitute of the means of supporting, and 
supplying comfort to man. It is only in the appre- 
hension of ignorance imd inexperience, that his con- 
dition, however remotely or approximately .situated 
with regard to flie Sun, appears wholly miseralUe; 
for, whUe the inferior animals degenerate or perish 
under a protracted or distant removal from their 
native climate and soil, man alone is found, and is, 
by an arrangement of Divine Wisdom, fitted and 
framed^ not only to live, but to enjoy life, every 
where ; — whether he be placed among the fervent 
plains o{ India, the sandy deserts of Arabia, or the 
snow-clad regions of North Georgia'. 

The winter of 1821, in England, was extremely 
mild. The summer and autumn of this year were 
remarkably wet and unsettled ; every little rill be^ 
came a stream, and the low grounds, marshes : Ifeere 
was no frost even at so late a period as Christmas 
day. All our fields (observes our intelligent cor- 
respondent from Gloucestershire) present at (his 
time the verdure of a fine autumn: in a situation by 
no means particularly sheltered or favourably placed, 
we have the green-house plants in our borders, in 
full vigour and flower, though- battered and broken 

' See our last yolume, pp. 27, ^2, 82, for an mteresting account of 
the Phewmufna and Neaural History of the Arctic Region8,^lt affords 
U8 much pleasure to be able to state that Capt. Franklin, Dr. Rich* 
ardson, and the gentlemen composing the land cxp€ditien,for.iiie pur- 
pose of discovering the North-west Passage y arrived safely in Eng^nd 
in October last (182!^), after having endured the severest privations. 
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by the sOofias BaA ma; aald tosa mftiper ft^rms, 
vek ^ itesmlraier beaatjr. E^en that ^evf delicate 
ptttit, 90 ipaiticitl^Tly obnoxious tk> frosty the pela#()& 
{sprmging ftom the remiiaDts of Qie summeF cropX 
t^i^mm its ve^diire. liie foresi trees aie become 
dmifliMtiui by thai cbmnxoiy provisions and ordina-' 
fima of imtuce^ ssKth^ than from the cold of (he sea- 
Mxa : some;CfeataTes hare not yet retired to tbeir rest^ 
B»:^ . oustomar^ upon the approach ^t winter • The- 
Mdced race of stags (itnteu^ agrestis and {. flavus), om 
acoofint of their Viscous corering^ at^ less obnoxioti^ 
to cold^ and are ^et cratv^Iing about in n^mbers^ or 
Qtomly.sfaidteTed for the day behind some decayed 
togetation* The enxTth-uform, T^hlch commonly re- 
ntes faeyomi fiie penetration of the f^ost, is yel feed- 
kilt; Hear the amrfaee^ without any symptom of torpi^ 
dity. But the snail's, particularly helia! pomaiid and 
iMtte cupersa, being very sensible of cold (particular- 
ty the first* spei^ies), had retired early, having dis- 
ehiirged a i^octy matter, which soon indurates to a 
homy hardness, akid closes ttp the moulii of the shell : 
having no perspirable porosity admit the air, they en- 
dure our wintans uninjured, behind flie shelter of 
some stump or stone, where they' adhere to each 
other in large bodies. During the whole of these . 
sglHOns, though the rain poured down dimost nightly 
and daily, yet, at intervals, a most lovely day ap- 
peoredi in sdl its Exhilarating splendour, the ther^ 
mometer ifanging fi'oin 63° to 70°": and all nature pre- 
sfnledi SQ Cheering an aspect, that we forgot, for a 
tidEe/ the proverbial fickleness of our climate^ 
. The sadie ingenious correapoildent, in a letter of 
last Aptil (18S2), says, ' Our greenhouse plants that 
w^e l^ in the, borders have in great measure with- 
stoodi uninjured^ the whole of out winter and spring 
montibs; a^d large succulent geraniums, in situations 
bynomtons remarkably favourable, have retained 
thebr f<^age> and are now putting out their summer 
shodts with a vigouir 6qual to thfise in the shelter of 
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our gfeittilioiiae. Peiliaps so mfld a wibb^, and 
which this last circumstance parttcolarly indid^toSj 
has not occurred for a great length of time. Tlie 
vear 17^ is mentioned, by old Peter ColHascm, as 
being remarkably temperate : he says, ^* tiie antonmal 
flowers were not gone before spring began in Dee«tti» 
ber with aconites, snowdrops, polyan^nses, 8bc. and 
continued without any alloy of intervening sbaip 
frosts all January, except two or three n^ts and 
monungs: a more deli|^ntiul season could not be 
enjoyed in southern latitudes. In January and Fe* 
bmary my garden was covered with flowers.*" 

The evergreen trees with their beautifal cones, such 
as firs and pines, are now particularly observed and 
valued. The odk, fhe beech, and the hondbeam, in 
part, retain fheir leaves, and the adi its keys. Tha 
common holly (Uex aqatfolium), vAik its scarlet 
berries, is now conspicuous, as is the pyracanikfu 
with its bunches or wreaths of fiery benies on its 
dark green thorny sprays ; and those dwarfs of the 
vegetable creation, mosses, and the liverwort {Kcken), 
now, as in the preceding month, attract our notice, 
and will amply repay tiie trouble of examination. 



The close of this month, and with it the close ofUte 

^ear, will ever afford subjects for serious, and, let us 
ope, for pleasing reflection. The contemplative 
man wiU naturaUy look around him, and view the 
surface of the earth so much changed in its aspect, 
and invested with a sickly and a deathlike character; 
— but in vain will he seek to discover into what 
secret recesses are retired those pleasing, and varie- 
gated, and multiplied forms, with whidi were so 
lately associated our hopes of plenty, our sensations 
of beauty and beneficence. Amidst all tins change 
of form, this annual passing away, are there no 
traces of permanency to be found ? Is ^ete notUng 
(observes Mr. Gillespie) that meets our eye, or chal- 
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lenges our reflection^ of ^cvMbh it may be predicated 
that it rema&is imcfai^gred in flie midst of renewal and 
decay^ that it is uninfluenced by season, ihat it is the 
samd yesterday, to-day, and Ifor ever? Ye9; tkoM 
very law^ by which the ever-recurring cha$ige is regu- 
lated are themselves un ALTSHA«ii& What occurs at 
this season, intiielcn^doms of ammated nature, has 
occurred of old, and will assuredly still c<mtinue.to 
occur ;— and whilst individaals are continually perish- 
ing, the immorteMy cfthe race is perpetoflilly main- 
tained. The seeds of mattiy plants, and the eggs of 
many insects, are.now buried in the.earA; but, the 
season of coneealineift over, and the Influence of 
light and of heat agaih fbilly estalflished, and we 
shall behold (only without surprise, because experi- 
ence has made it fasniliKr to a»7) the animal and vege- 
table kingdoms repeoplefl^ fheishell which incrusted 
and preserred the suspended energies of life, shall 
burst; and from the grave of the year shall assuredly 
reascend every tril^, and species, smd variety of ani- 
mation! 

ne 'SSASbKs ; alffymtu , 
By Ridiard Ryan, 

Oft faave I seen the laaghiog Spring 

Shed her rich blessmgs o'er the earth, 
While, bora beneath her fragrant wing, 

Sprang Beauty forth, and Love and Mirth. 

Bat Spring iood fled,— uid Svmm br then 

Her genial heats diffused around. 
And Nature's wildest, roughest glen, 

Wat by her hand with verdure crowned. 

Sweet Summer too, alas ! was doomed 

To quit the rich and smiling plam; 
For while in fraitfnhiess she bloomed, 

Atnnmv began her prions reign. 

But Autumnal sun soon ceased to bura, 
And douds, which rolled athwart the sky, 

Dedaitd that Wirtsr and hisXTra 
la viewless, icy car was nigh. 

Og2 
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When Wkter cune, th* gorgeous Mm 
Tamed pale, and aeemed to wait hit doom} 

And an that late so radiant thone. 
Now luik in Winter's joyleis tomb. 

Thus blooming is life's early spring. 
For Nature oo eadi path hath shed 

Her smilM, and Pieasore seelcs to fling 
Her gatbuDds roond each yonthlol bead. 

My Spring has fled, and Sommer now 
Rich o'er my yonthlol cheeks doth breathe ; 

And soon, to deck tliis gladsome brow, 
Antomn her holiest sweets will wreMhe. 

Yet, ere dun Wintei's gloomy birth, 
Or age destroys this cheek of bloom. 

Oil, I may press my mother earth. 
And quit thiA yain world for the tomb. 

Thou let me. Lord, at whose command 
Sommer, and Spring, and Wmter roll, 

Piai8e,while IVe lifefth' Ahnigfaty hand 
That spans the world from pole to pole. 

At mommg's light, Lobd of all space, 
I'll praise thee, and at dose of ev^; 

Then lend me. Lord, some ray of grace, 
To li^t my trembling steps to Heav'n. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Sv^tj: to Ctme'0 Celestope 

Fob 1823. 



Advent Sunday, 322 

Aldebaran^ 299 

AUFooWJHj,t9 

mm^ Stdnti Day, 313 

Soidt^ 314 

Angling f lines on, 116 

Angui, W. 286 

Awnmdatum of B, V. M. 63— least 
of, at Rome, 63-6^ 

Aniy iTi 

Aphides^ iLxxv . 

Apku roMf xxxn 

AfparitionSf belief in, 91 --li&es on, 
92 

AjprU Day, a Poem, 108 

. character of, 103— explain- 

ed, 89 

— - fools, 89 

Aries, described, 294 

Ascension Day, 126 

Ashrffednesdayy 40 

Assumptiony 224 

ASTBOHOMXCAL OCCURRENCBS 10 

January 1823, 17 3 February, 
43| March, 75; April, 94; 
Hay, 133; June, 168; July, 
191 ; August, 235 ; September, 
863; October, 291; November, 
322 ; December, 341 

Aitrenemieal kistruments, descrip- 
tion and use o{ some of the most 
Indispensable, 46, 78, 97, 146,170 

if«<ro»omy Oiustrated by poetical ci- 
tations, 23^ 78,19.4, 195, 197, 
198,240,266,341,944 

Angnsty explained, 217 

Antwnny farewel to, 349 

Aninmnal reflections, 301, 329 

Barisch, Adam, 21 

JBoMfv, Jauies, 128 

BatSy utility of, 31 

Hean, Idng of, 5 

Becket, Thomas I, 187 

Bede, Venerable, 130 

Baet, lines on, 178 

Bes-4tiing^ remady for, M 

Seetlesy kinds of^ xxi 

B^H^oBe/Hy 6 

BM of passage, lines on, 305 

BMsy migration oL 303-307— con* 
gfei;atingof,308, 330— migrat- 



ing, scarcein 1821, 203— in 1829» 

14T 
£{nbeggs,irariety of, 149 
— of prey, their rapacity, 154 
BUgktsy cause of, xviii 
"Bloody shower of, xliii 
Blooni/ieidy Rob. 145, note 
Blossom in Feb., lines on, 53 
Botany y remarks on, 184 
British Insects, see Insects 
Bromny Dr. Thomas, 321 
Btt;^, common, xxxIy— how-to de- 
stroy, xxxT note 
Bwrgessy Anne, 220 
Bwmetfy Rear- Admiral, 319 
Butteifiiesy xxrviii-xliy 
Buttei/fyy mazarine blue, xliv — 

peacock, xliii— >purple emperor, 

ib. — ^tortoise-shell, xliv 
Bj/rony trord, 13 
Calvary described, 120 
Cancer described, 327 
-«— -, peculiarity of this genus, 

Ixv 
Carting Sunday, 60 
Camivaly at P&ris, 6-i^t Rpme, 7 

—of death, ib, 
CaterpHlars, xxxix-xlii 
Cathedralsy lines on, 860 
ChUdermas "Dajy 339 
Childkoody sonnet to, 340 
Christmas Day, 937— reflections on 

antient manner of keeping, t6«—? 

lines on, in the time o^ King 

Arthur, 398 

' Eve, ceremonies on, at 

Naples, 339 
Chrysisy liii 
Circumdsiony 1 
Clarkey Dr. £. D, 57 
Coccus mali, xxxyiii 
■■ ■■^— persicse^ xxxTii 
^^Ain^aHnsect, xxxvii 
Cocl-chqfeTy xxi ^ 

Cocl-foocA, black, xxxi 
Cocit-running, 39 
^9cA.squailipg, 75 
Coi^man'f jubilee, 284 
Celttfooty remarkable fact ^OBCtm-. 

ing, 86 
Cpiici7<tMofB.V<M.3d6 
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CmncerdaiL of St. Faul, IS 

Cof^pM Christ], 131 

CSntfitry, plMSures of the,27S) 274 

Con«<t/yiI lustration of, 119 Hole 

Cnm^j6e9^ lix 

Criekttf field, xxxiv 

_ house, x^xii 

■ " mole, xxxH 

Cf^mwell^ OHter, 191 

C^VM of the South, 257— lines on, 

258 
Crou-bUl^^peainnce of in Engfand, 

507 
Cmei^CsTtMi, represented, 68 
Cntelttf to Brutes, lines on, 40 
Ciiiekoo and Nightingale, oohtention 

between, 148— lines on, ib, 
l>8io,52 
Vay-JUta^ 1 
Death-watch^ TOL^t 
J)eathf lines on, 21^ 
Jkeember, explained, 251 
Dermettetf bacon, xxiii S 
Dial among flowers, 217 
Dodd,K.90 
JDo^-days, 187 

D&meHu! happiness, a poem, 333 
Sm-vfigy xxix— bea;! mod« of de- 

ftrofing, XXX, 
JftoiferDay, 69^-cereni6mes at Je- 

msalem, 71-73 . 
' Bve, 69^c^fentQhtes 'at Je- 

nisalen, &.^^-«t Dresden, 70 
■■■ hymns, sung In the Rus- 
sian church, 71 - 
-i;— ii MondAy, 74«-«Tttesday, 89 
Belfyte of the Sun hi 1820, luies 

rni; i^, 196 
Mdmbmrgh, shoemakers* feistifal at, 

889 . 

XdHmndf Ung and martyr, 1^0 
JBdwardf king of the West SaxOns, 

60 
JE^nAw- days, 43, 129,261 
Smpenri purpfe,' sdifi 
EnJttmoUgyy study o^ important to 

youth, Ixx/lxxi 
-— — — British, s^6ct booki 

on, Ixxii 

A&niary, explah^ed,'95 
^•JtodtCattedra,!! 



FUthJly.lx 

FhwefSf lines on, 174, 204 

Foobf order of, 315-319 

Forett'fyf Ixi 

Fo*, C. J. 107 , 

Freetdng-water, force of, 27 

FVojg'-Aopper, xxxiv 

Frast'Well, 35 

Frwt^ effects of, 25-27 

Fruits and seeds, 309 

Fucus, sensitive, 281 

Fuhgi^ 302, 331 

Oadjlies, lix 

(?a[/ insects, l,li 

Oarrickf saying of, 262 

, Mrs. 287 

Gee<0, of what repute in France, 

262-^IiYers made into pies, id, 
Ctemvi described, 325 
George the Fourth and a' tW, t27 
Cttojo-worm, xxix— lines on, 'ib., ' 

247 , note 
Qoatchqfery musk, zzviii 
Oood Friday, 6&^penance on, at 

Rome, ti.— ceremonies at Jeru* ' 

salem, 67-^5onnet on, 68 ^ 
0<tssamer webs, Ixiil 
GWcr, John, 287 
Cfrapety abundance of in 1822, 

278— in Fratice, 279 
Grasi-hcppefy xx:KiT— lines oH^ 179 
Buh'foormy chiy, 85 
Halloween, 3X3 
Hansard^ Luke, see j^arfiamentary 

Reports 
ttarebeil^ lines oru 11^ 
^atvest'home in Scotland, i243^1n 

Italy, ti. 
Skrvest.b^,ltr.24,7 
Harvett-tiiouie, 246 
Hawkmoth, death's Head, xlv— 

eyed, xliT^priYet, i^. 
Hawthorn, lines on, 151 
Heard^ Sir Isaac, 93 
Heart*§~eate, lines on, 32 
ffe^e tparrowi 54^1ines'6nj 16. 
Bemmne, Mv^ 258 
HerjcAe/, Sir Wm. 33^1 
Heitkm-Jfyy Ix 
/fo/y Cross. 256 ; 
— Thuild^y, liiS 
BomUiest first book of, 230 
/fame, Rer.T.H. 129 
Byada, 300 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



.IKDCat. 



957 



Bjfmn^ hj Mr. Milmftn, 188 

Hffpochondriacy best air for, 27£ 

iee^ cargoes of, brought from Nor- 
way, 24, 25 

lehnetmon^ lU 

IwMold, Mrs. 217 

Innocents Day, 339 

IvtiCTS, created with design, xrir 
—the cause of blights, xviii, xix 
—myriads of, devoured by birds, 
xix— wonderful instinct of, <6.— 
metamorphoses of, »6., xx— their 
transient life, 179, no^e— lan- 
guage of, Ixvii— their torpidity, 
Ixix 

Inteett, British, select books on, 
Ixxii 

Imtioductiom, xvii-lxxii 

Invention of the Cross, 119 

Ivy-tree^ minstrel of, 33 

January^ explained, 1 

Jay 9 habits of, 177 

Jenuy name of, 218 

Jiufy, explained, 186 

King Charles I, martyr, 16 
I Charles II, restored, 131 

■ George IV born, 222 — acces- 
sion, 16— proclaimed, »6. --crown- 
ed, 188-Ianded in Scotland, 227- 
230 

William landed, 314 

Lady Day, 63 

Lady-birdy xxyU— its uses, 248— 
lines on, ib. 

Lammat Day, 217 

hcMguagt of insects, Ixvii 

Iror/b, lines on, 83 

Leafy reaections on the fall of, 301 

Leo described, 345 

tAcey IxiT— wood lice, Ixvi 

UUesy sonnet to, 177 

£s7jr, toa/«r,215 

XtVy, vMey scarcity of, 176 

Xondbn burnt, 252 

Loindonderryy Marquess o^ 222 

Longest Day, 161 

Lord Mayor's Day, 315 

Lffoe, season of, 88 

Lew Sunday, 90 

Marehy explained, 55— poetically 
described, 81 

Mary Magdalen, 190 

Jlfatmcry Thursday, 66 

Mayy explained, 117-lineson, \i%'' 
144,150 



Mayy cross of, 191, noie 
May-dayy 117-119 

— — with die Muses, 145, %oU 
May-fooliy 89 

Midlent Sunday, 56 
ArtV/nflKm«r Day, 163-165 
MitOy in cheese, \x7 
Mole-erickety zxzii 
Monoiteriesy dissolution of, 156-i* 

three sonnets on, 157, 158 
Moni fishing, lines on, 213 
Mothsy xlvii 
Mothy dothes, xlyiii 

— lines on, xlix 
brown tail, zliz 

' seratella, xlix 

Musicy sonnet to, 321 

Name of Jesus, 218 

Nativity of B. V. M. 255 

Naturalist^s DIA.RT for January 
1823, 23— February, 49- March, 
81— AprU, 102— -May, 141— 
June, 174— July, 201— August, 
941— September, 272— October, 
301— November, 329 — Decem- 
ber, 349 

New Year's Day, l-4«-*in PSms, 4 

Nicomede, 155 

NightingaUy lines on, 105-107 — 
a merry bird, 106, 107— and 
Cuckoo, contention between, 
l48~Iineson, ib» 

Novembery explained, 251 

^«/ weevil, xxvii 

Oa^, lines on, 151 

October y explained, S56 
lines on, 311 



Olives, Mount of, described, 126 
O. Michaelmas-dayy 286 
O. Mart, 321 
Onwttf aquaticus, Ixvi 
entomon, Ixvi 



Oratoryy inscription for, 216 
O Sapientiay 336 
Ott^/oto of Taurus, 124 
Oystersy fftte of, 190 
P^lm Sunday, eve of, ^ 

62— ceremoni^ at 



Jerusalem, ib, 
PaneaUsy 39 

ParHamentary Reports, 128 
Par/n'e^e, affection for its young, 

276 
PoMfOfi Sunday, 60 
Perr|f, James, 335 
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POeJmrd-Mk^f dtwrfiwd, 808*210 
PUgfim$t who Tinted Janmlem m 
1820, number of, 73~theu en- 
campment described, iiw 

PiMMlCfy'dOOydOl 

Pkmgh Monday, 10 
^<Wy9 lines on, 175, noU 
Powder plot, 314 
FruUm-Gmld^ 252 
Primrote, lines on, 42, 84 
Pijfchey explained, xlti 
P»ifieatUm of B. V. M. 36 
QMdhm^, portable astronomical, 97 

XoM^, lines oo,2l5 

lUdrhreaH described, 28, dO^re- 
flections on, 275«- lines on, 30, 
83 

Jt«M, Dr. John, 186 

RiMARKABLX Dats in January 
1823, 1 I February, 35; March, 
56 \ April, 89 ; May, 117 t June, 
155 ; July, 186 ) Augost, 217 \ 
September, 251 1 October, 283; 
November, 313 « December, 335 

Rent^ new mode of paying, 164 

R^icuhy or cross, wires, 78 

JRic*, C. J. 283 

Ji»cAar</,Bp.89 

J^d^ii Sunday, 121 

Uns de la Feve, 5 

JRooJb, 52 

JZoM, lines on, 174^ 175, 206 

IRfiM-bud^ lines on, 153 

MMe'choJer, xxiii 

J2aie Sunday, 56 

Bfiuen Cathedral, 259 

Saints^. 

Agatha, 37 
Agnes, 12 
Aiban, 159 
Alph^ge, 90 
Ambrotey 90 
Andrew, 322 
Anne, 191 
Anthony, 10 
ilttjriwttiM, 234 
ilttf^n, 130 
Bamabaa, 158 
Bor^Ao/ofMMO, 230 
Benedict, 60 
B&ue,37 
17ofi(/ac«, 156 
BriiUu, 319 
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CeeUm, 320 

CAoif, 56 

Clement, 321 -^ 

Critpin, 288 

r|!pria», 261 

David, 56 

Denyf, 286 

Dtfiwton, 129 

Etheldreda, 288 

fttiMiriliM, 255 

Fa^ttui, 12 

FotM, 284 

G«of^e, 90 

Oiiee, 251 

Oregory, 59 

/ft/ary, 9 

Hv^A, 319 

James, 190 

Jamef the Less, 119 

Jerome, 263 

JoAn Baptist, 165, 234 

JoAn Evangelist, 121, 339 

Jude, 289 

Lambert, 260 

£ato9«nce, 220 

Zeonorcf, 314 

Lucian, 9 

i:r«cy,3S6 

Lttifce, 288 

Margaret, 188 

il/ar/t, 91 

Martin, 187, 315 

Matthew, 261 

Jlfa»At(M,4d 

it/icAotf/, 261 

Nicholas, 335 

Ai/rtcit, 60 

Bz«/, couTersion of, 15 

I^rpetua, 56 

A^er, 165 

i%t/i/», 119 

Pmca, 11 

Remigitts, 283 

Silvester, 340 

5tfnon, 289 

Stephen, 339 

'StoiMm, 187 

7AojBia«, 336 

ro^eM^ine, 41 

Sand wasp, liii 
I SaW'JIy, U 
Sea-'dock^ bloody^ 280 
Sea-ntttle^ 281 
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Sea -side famble, 880— lines on» 882 
SeeuonSf a hymn, by R. ^an^ 353 
Seeds^ remarks on, 309 
Sensitive plant, lines on, 804 
September morning, lines oOs 872 
— — explained, 251 
Septuageiima^ 15 
Setoell , Dr. Geo. 16 
Sexagedma^ 37 
Sheepy lines on a flock of, 1 tO 
Sheep-ekeating in Spain, 180 
SJkeUey^ Percy Byssfae, 918— speci- 
mens of his poetry, 204, 219, 850 
Skortesilhj, 336 
Shrone Tuesday, 39 
Sieardy Abb6, 188 
Si/phtBy XXV 
Skeleton^ lines on, 289 
Smithy Wm. 255 
SouUng explained, 314 
Sparrow, common, increase of, 203 
Spidersy nests of, Ixii — affection 

for their young, Ixiii 
Spider, house, Ixii ' 
Spider-Jiies, Ixi 

Sph^gesy xliT — remarks on the 
. changes of, xlvi, xlvii 
Springy remarks on, 102, 142.144— 

lineson, 81,88, U3> 144 
— ^, Swedish, 103 
Sp9ng^f^^% 
Stag-beethp xxiii 
Starry heavens, reflections on, 197, 

238, 266, 894, 325, 345 
Stnm coaches,:249, note 
Sr/tV^ircA fair, {261 
Storm at sea, lines on, 352 
Stormy night, lines on, 332 
Summer evening church^yard in 

Gloucestershire, lines on, 251 
-——, reflections on, 841-rmom- 

ing, :201, 203 
■ ■— ' in S. America, lines on, 207 
Sunrjlower, lines on, 245 
Sun-rise, lines on, 202 
Svoallow, migration of, 303 
Taurus, described, 297 
Taylor, Dr. R. 38 
Tsiesctpe, astronomical, 46 
Termes pulsatorium, ixi 
Tftir**, dreadful, 211 
Time, ode to, ix>xv— lines on a 

ftttue of, 336 
Time and rivers compared, 216 



Ttflie, lines on, 161 
Tinea pomona, xUi 
TV^-moKM, see 
Tom^tits, 105 
Tom-tit, blue, 50 
— ; — long-tailed, 330 
rof^ptViVy of insects, Izix 
Transit instrument described, 146 
Tran^guration, 217 
translation of Edward, K. of the 
West-Saxons, 160 

of Edward the Confies- 



sor, 286 



of St. Marthi, 187 



Travelling, pleasures of, 850 

Tree-lice, xxzv 

7Vmi7y Sunday, 189 

T\&lips, lines on, 154 

Tweifih Day, 5, 6 

l/r*a. major, 268— minor, 870 

Valentines, specimens of, 41, 48 

Mintage at Como, lines on, 31 1 

Violet, lines on, 86, 1 11 

Virgin Mary, sonnet to, 186 

Virgo described, 347 

Visitation of B. V. M. 186 

Volcano in the sea, 36 

fVall-Jhwer, sonnet to, 33 

Walnuts, anecdotes resjpecting, 879, 

280 
Wasp, liv 

Water^ value of, in Egypt, 811 

Waterfowl, lines to, 1 15 

^a/«r-/%,215 

Water-flea, Ixv 

Waterloo, lines on« 159 

fVeevih, xxvi-xxviil 

Wheat'fly, lix 

Whit Sunday, 129— Monday, 16. 

Winds, lines to, 277, 338 

Winter, in Russia, 26-*in Canada, 
ib. 

of 1821,24,350 

— -^ of 1761, 358 

-, reflections on, d49'-^llnes 

on, 23, 49 

Wood-beetle, bronze, xxiii 

Wood-lice, Ixvi 

Worms devour insects, xxxvii 

Year, memorable, 340 — reflections 
on the close of, 353 

Zodiacal signs, 294-301, 325-389, 
345-349. 
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EXPLANATION ^ tU FRONTISPIECB. 

In the Frontiipiece, the finwn Orden of linnsuf contribute each 
a repretentatire, to be found among our BriHth Infects ; these are 
disposed either on or about a branch of the common bind-weed, 
and are as follow :«• 



FUf. 1. Bronse Wood-beetle. 
SL The Grasshopper 
S. If azarine«blue Butterfly. 
4. Slender-bodied Dragon-fly. 



Fig. 6. Golden Chrysis. 

6. Yellow-striped Tipula. 

7. Common House-spider. 



2b be had cf the Publishers of the present Volume^ price 9u each in 
boards (ail except that for 1814 bang embeiUshed with elegant 
fimti^ieces), 

TIMFS TELESCOPE for 1814 ahird edUionJ, 

•oontaining a Popular View of tue Solaa SrsTBiCy the Calesoar 
or Julius Casab, and Meteokolooical REMABKSy with Twelve 
descriptive Engravings on Wood. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for ISWC^ecand editianj, 

with an Introduction containing the Pkinciples of Astbohomy, 
and an Account of the Fasts and Festivals of tub Jews, 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1816, with an Intro- 

duction containing the Elements of Botant, a Description of 
Bbitisu Fobest Tbees, and a Histobt of Astbonomy. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1817, with an Intro- 

duction containing the Pbinciples of Zoolooy, Sketches of Com- 
pabativb CnBONOLocr, and General Index tothejirstfour Volumes, 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1818, with an Intro- 
duction containing the Outlines OF Geoloot and Minbbalogy, 
and an Index. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1819, wifli an Intro- 

duction containing a Compendium of Chemistby, a Description of 
Bbitish Fbvit Tbees, and an Index. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1820, with an Intro- 
duction containing the Outlines of Entomology, and an Index. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1821, with an Intro- 
duction containing the Elements of Bbitish Obnithology, and 
an Index, 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1822 ftecand editionj, 

with an Introduction, containing Outlines of CoNcnoLoCT| and an 
Index. 

TIME'S TELESCOPE for 1824, with an Intro- 

doction containing the Outlines of Histobical and Physical 
Geuobaphy, an Oox to Flowebs by Bernard Barton, and an Index, 

' '>>mpton. Printer, Middle Street, ii skC^ 

Cloth Fair, London. ft ♦ A >^ 
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